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First Ssstion— NOh 1. 


Thb* CofTNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 17th February, 1942, at 2-16 p.m., 
being the %rst day of the I irst Session, pursuant to section 62 (^) (u) of 
the Government of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was in 
the Chair. 

Obituary Rtfarmoa. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Honourable members of the . Legislative 
Council : At the outset of the proceedings of the House, il is the duty 
of the Chair to refer to the sad death of the Right Honourable Sir Akbar 
Hydari, Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, which occurred 
at New Delhi on the 8th January last. 

After a brilliant academic career in the Bombay University, Sir 
Akbar joined the Indian Finance Service at the early age of 19 and soon 
made his mark as an officer of considerable ability and talents. He 
held many responsible posts in this department, having spent a couple 
of yfears in Calcutta as the Controller of Currency. In 1905, he joined 
the Nizam’s Government where he served as the Finance Member of the 
Nizam’s Executive Council for 17 years at a stretch. In this capacity 
Sir Akbar rendered excellent service, so much so that he is generally 
regarded as the 'maker of modem Hyderabad. When complicated 
political problems affecting the interests of the Indian States cropped 
up for discussion and decision at the Round Table Conferences prior 
to the enactment of the Government of India Act, 1935, his services 
were requisitioned by the Nizam in the capacity of his Minister-in- 
charge of Constitutional Affiirs.* The consummate skill displayed by 
him in this new role resulted among others, in the restoration of the 
Nizam’s sovereignty over Berar. In recognition of these invaluable 
services to the State, Sir Akbar was raised to the office of the President 
of His Exalted Highness the Nizam’s Executive Council and he 
continued as such till his retirement in August, 1941. Althoughi over 
70 years of age, he enthusiastically responded shortly after his retire- 
ment to the invitation of the Viceroy to join the expanded Executive 
Council of the Governor-General and held charge of the Ministry of 
Information till his death. • 
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An erudite echolaiC an ardent exponent of Indian Culture, and 
an able administrator. Sir Akbar endeared bimself to aH sections of 
the people as one of the outstanding personalities of modern India. 
In his public as well as private life, he admitted no difference of com- 
munity and it is this spirit of tolerance and broadmindedness which 
charmed every one that came in contact with him. He was a great 
admirer of everything relating to ancient Indian culture and 'this made 
him a staunch devotee of that great Indian Togee, Sri Aurobindo, of 
the Pondicherry Ashram where he made it a point to pay annuad visits. 
He also took a keen interest in Poet Rabindranath’s Yiswa-Bharati which 
received financial grants from the Nizam’s Government at his instance. 
Activities such as these go to show that Sir Akbar had imbibed the 
ideals of that true culture which knows no boundaries of race or colour. 

It was in recognition of this remarkable trait in his character that 
he was invited by the Calcutta Xlniversity, shortly before his death, 
to deliver a course of lectures on ’^Indian Culture” as the Kamala 
Lecturer. India is undoubtedly the poorer to-day by the death of a man 
of such versatije talents, particularly during this most critical period 
in her history. 

May his soul rest in peace I 

I would now request the honourable members to rise in their places 
as a mark of respect to the memory of the illustrious deceased. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. The condolences of the House will be 
conveyed to the members of the bereaved family in due course. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

OiitBtmiding QueelioiiB of the Second Seadon of 1941 said 

Answers thereto. 

. !r 

Appointment of Commiseionor of Conmioitfni Tnx. 

117. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAfOER CHOWOHURYs Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to state — 

(а) the number of officers and clerks recently appointed the 

Commissioner of Commercial Tax ; 

(б) how many of them are Mussalmans ; 

(o) the names of Mussalman candidates with their respective 
qualifications and the posts in which they have been 
appointed; * 
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wkttt is the principle which guided the CbmmiiMioBer in select- 
ing the candidates for appointments ; 

whether the Commissioner had any directions from the Gk>Tem- 
^ment in this matter; 

(/) if so, what are these; 

(p) whether it is a fact that academic qualifications were not taken 
into consideration in selecting the candidates ; 

(h) whether it is a fact that Matriculate candidates were taken in 
preference to candidates having B.Gom. or M.Gom. degree; 

^t) if so, what are the reasons for the same; 

(j) whether it is a fact that one Maulvi Saheb Ullah, M.Com., 

and one Maulvi Sagirul Hasan, B.Com., were candidates; 
and 

(k) if so, whether they were selected; if not, why not? 


MINISTER in ohnrga of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’blo Dr. Syoma PrMad Mookorjoo): (n) (t) Nil. The appoint- 
ment of officers in the Commercial Tax Department is made by Govern- 
ment, not by the Commissioner. 

(u) Clerks— 107. 

. (5)64. 

(c) The information cannot be given without an amount of labour 
which I feel is altogether incommensurate with the value of the informa- 
tion when collected. 

(d) Candidates were selected in consideration of their academic 
attainments, experience and handwriting. A competitive examina- 

* tion was held amongst those selected for appointment in Calouttst. 

(e) and (ff) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

(h) and (t) No candidate possessing M.Com. degree applied for a 
(derical post. Any B.Com. who applied was called to the examina- 
tion unless disqualified on account of his handwriting. 

(7) I understand these two gentlemen were candidates for posts of 
Commercial Tax Officer. The appointing authority for such posts is 
the Provincial Government. 

• (k) Does not arise. * 
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Ontstandiiig of Hiird Swiioa of 1941* oad 

AnswerO tberetOk 

AMition Of Kaliliati Cirolo. 

1. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID C^OWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in (^arge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

*•' • 

(a) if Kalihati Circle under Tangail subdivision in the district of 

Mymensingh has been abolished and the area ^thereunder 
has been distributed between the two neighbouring circles, 
vis., Tangail and Qopalpur; ^ 

(b) if the Government are aware that the said arremgement has 

caused great hardship to and put heavy pressure of duties 
on the Circle Officers of Tangail and Gopalpur and ca\ised 
great inconvenience to the general public including the Pre* 
sidents and members of the Union Boards and Chairmen 
and members of the Debt Settlement Boards of the former 
** Halihati Circle and' that due to lack of supervision has 
caused deterioration in the proper administration of those 
Boards; and 

(c) if the answer to the above question be in the affirmative^ 

whether the Government propose to continue the present 
arrangement or to revive the Ealihati Circle in th« near 

future? , 

/ 

MINISTER in oharga of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): Yes. I am making enquiries and will give 
the information desired in due course. 

Khwi Sirilib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble * 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of the enquiry he has started? 

Tha Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An enquiry, has been 
started to collect information required to enable me to answer the 
question. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY: May I know 
whether the opinion of the District Officer has been tlQcen in the matter? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, the opinion of the 
District Officer and other officers competent to give opinion. 




losis jiiB 



f . 
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£ Khtti Mill ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHUflYs (a) Wfll the 
HoA^hle l^nister in charge of the Home he .pleaa^ to 

state~ 


(t) H aoxne officers have been reappointed in the past after retire- 

ment from service; and 

(u) if some Bengal Civil Service officers have recently been 

re-appointed after their retirements from Government 
service? 


(b^ If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) if the above system is financially unsound; 

(u) if the above system is causing discontentment among the junior 

officers ; 

(in) if the above system is in direct conflict with the clear intention 
of the Legislature; 

(iv) if the above system is in violation of the recommendation of the 

Betrenchment Committee; and 

(v) if it causes discontentment among the unemployed youths? 

# 

(c) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government proposes to put 
a*stop to the above system? If not, why not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <a) Yes. 

(b) (i) and (tv) No. 

(tt) No, as the appointments are outside the cadre. 

(tit) Government are not aware that the Legislature ever expressed 
any opinion in the matter. 

(v) Government have no information. 

(c) No.* 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the system of giving appointments to 
retired officers wasibi vogue before April, 1937? 


The HMi*bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: I am not aware of what 
happened before and am not in a position to answer this question. 



6 Q17JBSTI027S JklTD [17 xb tkl., 

Khan taMb ABDUL HAMIO OHOWDHUIIYs Will* the H 0 &*ble 
Minister be pleased to state at wbat rate these appointments are made 
from among the retired officersP ^ 

The Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ab far as I am aware, 

appoinments of retired officers are very sparingly made. Moreover, sncb 
appointments are made on consideration of special qualifications and 
fitness to do the duties entrusted to them. Besides, as I have stud, these 
appointments are made outside the cadre. , 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Arising out of (b) (m), does &e Hon’ble 
Minister remember the resolution which was passed in the Legislature 
requesting Government to compulsorily retire all officers after 25*years 
of service? 

The Hon’bre Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY: Are these officers 
allowed pension as well as the pay at which they are appointed? 

The Hon>bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The principle kept in view 
is that the total emolument should not exceed the pay that he would 
otherwise get. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Is that principle 
applicable in the case of appointments in the A.H.P. Department ^als<J? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware as to what 
happens in the A.H.P. They are made under instructions from the 
Central Government. 


Mr. HUMAYUH KABIR: Arising out of (o), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the Government do not want to put a 
stop to the system of recruiting officers who have been retired on the 
ground of overage? * 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Personally, I am very 
much against the appointment of retired officers but the appointing 
authorities and those who want such appointments to be made maintain 
that there are certain duties which are better and "more properly per- 
formed by experienced officers rather than by officers who are 
immediately recruited. That is the reason why Goveniment i>ermit 
very sparingly the apqmintment of retired officers. 
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p. HUMAYUN KAMR« Wm 1 li» Hdan»lft 
nil^^hat in case, of appointments of tudb officers after retirement, it 
maj^ j^t done by any particular officer but should be sanctioned by 
by Cabinet P 


Thi H«ii»bto Mr. A. K. YAZLUL HUQ: It is difficult for the 
Cabinet as a whole to make appointments. What can be done is— *the 
appointing authorities may be directed to report to the Ministers con- 
cerned 80 that there may be somie check on the appointments that are 
made. • 


Tht BMigal L«gi8lativ0 Oounoil Powws and PrivilagM Billy 198B. 

8 . Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDNURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
if it is a fact — 

(i) that Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, m.l.c., introduced on Ist 
December, 1939, **The Bengal Legislative Council Powers 
and Privileges Bill, 1939” ; 

. (u) that the said Bill was referred on 12th January, 1940, at the 

instance of the sponsor of the Bill to a Select Committee for 
submission of report by the end of March, 1940; 

* (tet) that the said period for submission of the report was extended 
on the 29th March, 1940, on a motion of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department to the 30th July, 1940, 
and 

(tv) that this extended period was further extended by the Council 
on the 29th July, 1940, up to the 16th November, 1940? 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) if any action has since been taken for holding the meeting of 
the Select Committee; and 

(it) if any meeting of the Select Committee has since been convened 
and held? 

(c) If the answer to the question at (6) above be in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no action has been 
Inken in the matter? 



nmHmn’rn Mn A. KrfAaUL ^ 

"■' (ft)m ' '■' , ' . ' - ■ ': ',? 

(c) A OoTemment Bill was introduced in the Lower Honiie which it 
was intended to refer to a joint Select Oonunittee. , 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAiiiO DUQWOHURY: Will Uie Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the Govemment BiU was introduced in 
the Lower House P 

r 

Tha Hon’hia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUB: I cannot give* the exact 
date; probably the Bill was introduced in the July-September session. 
I am of course speaking off-hand from memory. „ 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state at what stage the Government Bill is at 
present P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nothing has been decided. 
But the question is being considered and it is difficult for me to say when 
the decision will be taken; the requirements of the two Houses will, 
however, be taken into consideration and all attempts will be made 
to come to a very quick decision. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY: Is^the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the Bill introduced by Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
has been re-introduced and re-committed to a Select Committee of 
which the Hon’ble Minister is one of the members P 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By the Lower HouseP 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: By this House. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am extremely sorry, I ‘ 
do not remember. 


Daputy Magiatrataa and Daputy Collaatots. 

4. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: WUl 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
•tate— 

(a) whether the sanctioned strength of Deputy Magistrates, Deputy 
Oollectors is not 232, as against actual strength of 235 ae 
ehown in the footnote page 72 of the CSvil List corrected 
up to 1st July, 1941; 




C^llecton in ad^ti<iaai to & 08 O'^|^t« ; if oo, Wihj ; 

#■ . 

w]&7 3 poBts are in excess of sanctioned strength; aind 


|(f) why the sanctioned strength is shown as 322 at the top of page 
50 of the same Givil List and 9 shown in the sdleotion grade 
and 249 below the seleotiott grade P 


The ltoii*Me Mra A* K« FAZLUL NUQs (a) Yes: the sanctioned 
strength i# 232 but tiie actual strength is 252. 


(5) In view of 'tihe .inqierative necessity for the services of additionid 
•officers with administrative experience to deal with the extra work 
entailed by the war and the creation of A. B. P. service, six retired 
Deputy Collectors have been temporarily re>emidoyed. 


(c) The strength of the cadre was fixed at 232 with effect from the 
l^nd November, 1939. Previously it had been 322 and the necessary 
reduction was designed to be carried out over a fixed number of years. 
The cadre is reducing itself according to plan. 

The question of a further revision of the cadres of the Bengid Civil 
Service and the Bengal «funior Civil Service with a view to increasing 
the former is at present under consideration. 

(d) The sanctioned strength figure of 322 and the figure 249 are 
printing mistakes. This will be corrected in the next issue of the Civil 
]^st. 


Khan Bahadii# SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAIN: With 
referen(;e to (a), are the posts in excess of the sanctioned strength of 
a temporary nature or permanent nature? 

• Tht Hoii*bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think. Sir, it is both 
combined. 


Khan Bahadur tAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the posts were made permanent 
without previous sanction being obtained? 

Tha Han’Ma Mb A. K. FAZLUjL HUf|S Yes, Sir, that is the 
position. 

Khan Bahudnr ATAUII RAHMANl Arising out of (c), does the 
Hen’ble IftnUter maan : iniBloasing^tha nuinber, of D^mty OoBactom 
or Increasing the number of Sub-Deputy Collectors? 

2 • 
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TIM HMi*Mt Mri A. M, MiLUL HUQs Sir; the 
is to increase the mimber of Deputy CdUeciors, but if it lotud that the 
number of Sub-Deputy Collectors also should . be increasei^, jit will be 
done. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; But, Sir, already there is an 
increase to the sanctioned strength of 2S2, so what is the necessity of 
increasing the cadre more? • 

Tha Hon'Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, there are many 
reasons ; one of them is that the members of the Bengah Ciril Shrvioe 
and not of the Bengal Junior Civil Service are beipg trained in an 
increasing number to hold listed posts. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR* Is it not a fact that members are recruit- 
ed to the Bengal Civil Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service as a 
result of the same examination P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of this fact, will the Govern- 
ment consider the desirability of increasing the number of Bengal Junior 
Civil Service rather than the number of Bengal Civil Service? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already stated, 
the idea is to try officers of the Bengal Civil Service for listed posts. 
The difficulty arises at the time of making the selection. It is quite 
possible that some officers are selected for the lower service and 
some for the higher service. Some tests are laid down and the persons 
who are selected for higher posts not merely secure Mgher marks but 
there are other considerations which mi^e them more comi^tent than 
the others and it is for this reason that the cadre of the Bengal Civil 
Service is proposed to be increased. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is not the ank#ef io (c) con- 
tradictory inasmuch as in one place it is given *The cadre is reducing 
itself according to plan” and in another place “The question of a further 
revisioii of the cadres of the' Civil add the Bengal 

Junior (!livil Sc^ce with a ‘new to increasing the former ie at ‘ present 
under consideratioh”. , 



Mr. A. K. FAZLUL Nligf Sir, I do m bob horn iko 
amsi||if is contradictory. The redneti^ is being carried dut according 
to only in respect of the Bengal Junior Civil Service iand til# 
nundbsr of Bengal Civil Service is being increased so that we may 
get inrii from the Bengal Civil Service to fill in certain listed posts. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand then that the Ghot^ 
ernment is changing its policy on the ground of economy to utilise 
larger number of Bengal Civil Service men for listed posts P 


TIm Hon'Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the difficulty is that 
there is a fixed ratio between listed posts open to the members of the 
Bengal Civil Service and the total cadre of the service. That ratio 
cannot be altered except with the orders of the Secretary of State. 
Efforts are being made to give greater facilities to the members of the 
Bengal Civil Service to act in Listed Posts : this is all that I can say at 
the present moment, Sir. 


. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN N08AIN: With 
reference to answers (a) and (ic), it appears that the number is being 
gradually increased from 232 to 252, as in answer (a). Then it would 
appear that the plan has been apparently upset. Will the Hon’ble the 
Chief '^Minister be pleased to state for what reasmtsP 


The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is an apparent dis- 
crepancy, it is true ; but that is explained by the fact that this increase 
Jias become necessary in consequence of the demand for these officers 
owing to the War. I may, however, say that it is only temporary. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMilDOIN HO8AHI1 WHbrite 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister kindly state why, in that case, the additional 
posts should not also be of a temporary nature, because the War itself 
is of a temporary nature P 


Tha Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. I am not in a position to 
explain the facets and circumstances in which this increase innappoint- 
ment had been made, but 1 shall look into the Question and find out 
wjmt exactly ia the .position. If the hnnftHTitbl» mawiLoy* 



atmsTioirs Mm 


n 


{17tb £pi.. 


iafomiftiioii, tken I shall ha filiBBsed to iriira It if ha wiH pot doara a 
particular question. His present question I am not in a position to 
answer now. 


Poliot Foivt in Bangil. 

& Mr* NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the. 

Home Department be pleased to state — 

(o) what are the total number of Police Inspectors, SuV>Inspectora, 
Sergeants, Assistant Sub^Inspectors, head constables and 
constables in the subordinate police force in Bengal incl941; 

(6) how many out of them, under each head are Moslems and how 
many are non-Moslems; and 

(c) what is the percentage of Moslems and non-Moslems under 
each separate rank f 


Tht Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Statements, which furnish 
the information required, are laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to Queetion No, S. 

Bbnoal Pouox. 

t 

ttstfsifiTt ihewiBf tht aeailsr el MailiaM aatf Nea-Mariiais la tks sebenHaals Miss 

Isrss. 


Banks. 

Sanc- 

tioned 

number. 

Number of 
officers em- 
ployed. 

Percentage of 
officers em- 
ployed to the 
total sanctioned 
number. 

Bemarks. 



Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslin». 

Muslims. 

Non- 


Jaepec^me 

297 

79 

216- 

26-59 

72-72 


Sub-Inspaotors 

1.88S 

729 

1,136 

88-71 

60-32 

Any defi«denoy 
in the total per- 

Sergeants 

48 

• • 

48 

s • 

» • 

oentegs is due 
to unfilled 

Aaristant Sub-Inapeo- 
tors. 

1,618 

486 

1,044 


64-52 

vaoMnoiMs ‘ 

Head nrmatiatiloe 

1,119 

288‘ 

818 

25-78 

78-10 


OoMtablDM 

89»420 

6,288 

18,738 

80-79 

67 'BO 

■■ . ■ 
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Total 

number 

(sane. 

tioned). 



Pemsetaja. 

RaidGi. 

• 

• 

Ifusliziii* 

JNOII- 


Koq* 

MutliniMa 

biipeofam * 

56 

6 

25 

19 85 

80*65 

Sab-]jupeet<ns 

126 

51 

75 

80*48 

59*53 

8e«gesnlt 

208 
(2 vaoan* 
cies). 

• • 

206 

• « 

• • 

Assistant Sub-Ihspeetors . . 

155 

87 

118 

28 *87 

76*18 

Head constables 

428 

108 

820 

25*23 

74*77 

Constables 

4,600 
(6 vaoan* 
ciee). 

1,821 

3,273 

28*72 

71 *15 

■ 


Mr. NUR AHMED* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken by Government to fill up the deficiency in 
the percentage.of Moslems in the Police Service ? 

^TIm Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Efforts are being made 
to fill up the deficiency and to try and increase the ratio of Moslems in 
the various branches of the Police Service in accordance with the 
Government policy laid down for the recruitment of its employees 
some time ago. 

Khsn Bshtdur ATAUR RAHMAN* In the statement against 
^rgeants their number is noted as 48, but they are all non-Moslems. 
Does it then mean that these Sergeants are only Hindus and 
Christians P 

TIm Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Tes, non-Moslems, by 
which term I mean that they may belong to any community except 
the Moslem community. 

Khan Bibadlir ATAUR RAHMAN S Do I then have to understand 
that no Moslem has ever been available for the post of Sergeants f 

Tli« HMl*bl«Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs If the question is whether 
Moslems are available for this post, then I certainly say that th^ 
must be available. • . . 














Kiiail Bahilliir ATAUR RAHMAH : In that case, w^l the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly state why no Mosletn has ever been appointed as 

Tht ffOiiHita Mr. A. K. FAZtUL I may say that theee 

appointments are not made by the Minister in the department; they 
are made by the head of the department. We always try to impress 
upon the departmental heads the necessity of redressing communal 
inequalities, as far as possible. Beyond that our powers dq not go. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble the G^ief Minister 
kindly state if there are 003' Sergeants in the Police Service in Bengal 
who are Indians, and not statutory Indians? B3’^ Indians I^ mean 
Hindus and Mussalmans, not Anglo-Indian or British or Australian 
siabjects. Are there any Sergeants who are Indian in that nou-statutory 
sense f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Are we 

then to consider that the Ministers are helpless against their depart- 
Inental heads P 

The Hoil^ble Mr. A. 1 C. FAZLUL HUQs Not estactly hopeless. 
We cannot, fight our departmental heads; we can give them directions 
and these directions are generally carried out; and if they do not carry* 
them out, we impress upon them the necessity of doing so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the officers concerned cannot be 
made to obey the orders of their departmental head P 

« 

Tha Hon’hia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government consider that 
the policy’ of interfering with the appointment of officers — espeoiall3'^ in 
individual cases — is not proper. We have laid down a policy in regard 
to the principle of appointing men ; but we cannot begin by interfering 
in individual appointments. If this sori of interference is made, the 
head of the department will find it extremely difficult to work. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs I am 

not speaking of individual cases. I am speaking about the principle 
^whether the ratio of MusHihir is being nwintained in the case of the 
‘appointment of e^geants. At present the number of Muslim Sergeanti 
is nil. • ■ ' 5?;:*' ' ' 



*^11011^ Mf^ A. K. FAlUlt HUtf So far tlM appoint, 
menp^ Htwlims in the vaiNlous branehee public serrice is concerned*, 
thei^ lias be^n a great deal of discontent that efforts were not pade to 
recrfll sulficient number of Muslims. In order to give effect to the 
propDition laid down, Government promulgated certain rules having 
regm'd to *the widespread desire on the part of the public. Those rules 
have got the approbation of both Houses of the Legislature and of the, 
general public. In order to ensure that the rules are properly 
followed. Government have appointed a Special officer. This House 
can rest assured on one point, at any rate, that so far as the interest 
of the Mi^lim community is concerned, the present Government will 
not budge an inch from the policy which was followed by the previous 
Government. We will do all that can possibly be done under the rules 
and^n accordance with the policy that has been laid down. We are 
trying our best to bring up the Muslim ratio of appointments accord- 
ing to the proportion laid down, as quickly as possible. But it cannot 
be done in a single day. I think it requires j'ears before the Muslims 
can make up their leeway. I would request the honourable members 
to wait and see wbat the present Government does in this respect. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Should 

not the Hon’ble Minister give a start to the policy laid down and 

recruit according to the proportion fixed for Muslims so far as the 

appointment of sergeants goes? The number is now zero. 

• 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is zero from the 

beginning, up to now it is zero. It is just possible that suitable 

Muslims were not found or the previous authorities did not use their 

discretion properly. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if all these 48 appointments were made before the 17th 
December last when the present Government took office or after? 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The appointments 

mentioned in the statement were made by the previous Government 
and at that time I w'as not the Home Minister. So I am bearing the 
brunt of sins committed by somebody else. (Laughter.) 


Oates of Kidnapping, ate. 

6« Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Hcnne Department be pleased to state the total number of criminal 
offences against women in 1940 in Bengal; of these, how many were 
cases of kidnapping, how many of abductitm, hpw many of rape, etc. f 



(6) Out of t]i«ae in bcnr nomy cmmm - ^ ^oiSm« in4 
wwe ICotlei^ nnd in liow many oates, nfm^MofllanuP 

(e) Wbat step# hare Government taken to reduce the v number of 
offences against women? 

Tilt Hoii’Mt Mr> A K« FAZLUL HUQs The information adced for 
is not readily available and the labour involved is not commensurate 
with the utility achieyed by statistics called for. 

S' 

Mr. NUR AHMEDs Will the Hon*ble Minister ‘be pleased to state 
why no answer has been given to part (e) of the question? 

Tht Non'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer that has been' 
given, applies to both (a), (b) and (<?). Steps that have been taken 
are many and varied and it was felt that the answer given would 
cover all of them. But I can say this that steps that are taken are, 
amongst others, the proper investigation of individual cases from 
information gathered and deterrent punishment given in case of 
conviction, and attempt is being made to make the people realise that 
these offences are of a very heinous character and are a disgrace to 
the society and must be abandoned. 

taourity pritomr 8J. Nanda Dulal Sinha. 

• *• 

7. Rai Sahib JATINORA MOHAN SEN (on bohalf of Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Boao): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(o) if it is a fact that Sj. Nanda Dulal Sinha, son of Sj. Manmohan 
Sinha, of Midnapore, a security prisoner under section 129, 
Indian Defence Act, now in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, 
was and is suffering from duodenal ulcer; 

(6) if it is a fact that he was in the Medical College Hospital for 
treatment, and on being X’rayed, 2 ulcers were found close 
to his stomach, and that he agreed to and applied for 
operation ; . 

(c) if it is true that the said Nanda Dulal Babu was taken suddenly 

from the said hospital to the Presidency Jail without giving 
any reason whatsoever; and 

(d) if it is a fact that Nanda Dulal Babu’s father Sj. Manmohan 

Sinha applied to the Political Seurataiy, Government of 
Bengal, for his ro-udmission into that hospital or any other 
good hosidtal in or outside C^cutta, and in oaee medical 
relief could not bd given, applied for his^releasa? < 



lAtartft Mt. A. K. #AZLW. HU«I <•) ud (e) Ko, < 

<(^pe was in the Medical College Hospital: X’lay .fOTealed **m 
tender duodenal cap’* but there was no clinical evidence of 
dnodeilid ulceration. 

(d)^! 

. Rai iahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what were the circumstances which led the patient 
to be taken |o the Medical College Hospitals f 

Ifif Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of if. 

Rai Sahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
be pleased to state the difference between ”a deformed tender duodenal 
cap” and ’’duodenal ulceration” — for the edification of non-medical 
men? 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is too technical for 
me to answer. 

•Rai Sahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: For us, non-medical men. 
the answer should be such as we can understand it. 

Mr.. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Next question. 


Immarsion of imagos at Diaalpur. 

• 8. Rai Sahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether he will please give a summary of the discussions 
yrhich took place between the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and 
Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherjee, the President of the Bengal 
Hindu Mahasabha, on the question of the suspension of the 
immersion of images at Dinajpur, M 3 rmen 8 ingh and Budge 
Budge, on the 1st and 2nd November, 1941 ; 

(h) the circumstances which led Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherjee 
and the Hon’ble Sir Naximud^, the Home Minister, to 
meet to settle the question of the music before mosques in 
Bengal; and ; 



{c) wlietibieK,tlie 

by Sir Manmatha Nath Mukberjea, an ex-Cluef Justioe of 
Bengal, was examined by the Advocate-General of Bengal 
or whether the said interpretation was rejected by the 
Hon’ble Home Minister without obtaining any legal opinion 
on the matter? * 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I am afraid j do not 
recollect anything now. 

(h) The meeting was in pursuance of the late Ministry’s desire to 
reach a settlement of the problem. 

(c) I understand that at the request of Sir Manmatha his interpre- 
tation was submitted by my late colleague for legal opinion. 

• 

Rai Sahib JAT1NDRA MOHAH SEN: Arising out of will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the meeting was 
held at the instance of the late Minister or at the instance of Sir 
Manmatha? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not sure; I think 
both. 

Rai Sahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Arising out of (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased. to mention the designation of the 
officer to whom the matter w|a referred for legal opinion? 

I 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think it was the 

Advocate-General. 

Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to disclose the opinion of 
the Advocate-General P ‘ 

Tha Han'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not possible for 
me to answer that question; but I may consider the suggestion made 
and I shall answer it some time later. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if 'he is prepared to withdraw that obnoxious circular ? 


Tha Han'bla Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 do not endorse 
the. adjet^ive used ; bat as. regards the circular, I shall consider what 
can- be d<me in the paatter. 



. HUHAYUII ICASIII& |£*y I know few holt' 

ItSftiplaiiii'fcTOeP ■ ■ 

fiW NMi’blt Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that. 

■'■■■ ; :v' ■ 

i* 

Aii SMlib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: WUl the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Ministry' is considering the neoessij^ of 
withdrawing that circular P 

TIm Hsn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is a request which 
1 am not in a position to answer straightaway but, as I have said, we 
are considering the whole question. 

Kium Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Was the so^lled 
obnoxious circular issued by the late Ministry of which Sir Bijey was 
a member P 

The Hen'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. Ceorgef 1.0.8. 

9. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

J^a) if Mr. George, i.e.s., formerly the District Magistrate of Dacca, 
is still at Dacca ; 

(b) if so, in which capacity he is working in that district; 

<c) if the Government are aware of the great distrust entertained 
by a large section of the people of Dacca as to his fitness to 
occupy any position of responsibility at the present time at 
Dacca ; and 

(d) if so, whether they propose to transfer him at once to another 
district; if not, why not? 

The Hdn’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the whole of this 
question is out of order now as Mr. George has long been transferred. 

Expenditure of the Bengal Legislative Council and Assembly. 

10. Khan Bahib ABDUL HAMID OHOWOHURYl (d) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state what were the allotments and actual qirpenditures under^each 



ICa^r fund ICiiuur JEfoada for tka Zic^^iflatira Cb^ciil sad tha 

dnsembfy, xaftpeotiTely, for aiMjh of tha yaara 1937-38, 19884)9, 198840 
and 1940-41 P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Miniater be pleased to state in detail the 
expenditures of the Bengal Legislative Council and the Assembly, 
respectively, under the head * ‘Contingency” for each of the yeMS 
1937-38; 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41 P 

Tha Hon'bla Of* SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE! The required 
statements are laid in the Library. ^ 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURYs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister please quote the rule, procedure or circumstances under 'which 
the statement has been laid on the Library Table instead of Iwing 
furnished straight to usP 

The Hoii'bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE; Sir, I do not 
exactly know the procedure about this but I think it is the general 
practice that in respect of a long printed answer it is laid on the 
Library Table. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please tell us why he preferred that procedure instead of 
supplying the list straight to us P 

Tha Hon’bla Or. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: I shall look 
into the matter. 
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f ' Oertahi Pimai. 

1ia ^ HOY CHOWDHUIIf f <«y 

Minisle# iii’ charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state if it 
is a fact that it is the practice of the (Government to appoint in the offioea 
of Superintendent, Deputy: Superintendent. Assistant Superintendent, 
Manager, Assistant Manager, in the Provincial Government r Press 
only thoie persons who have passed the Printership Examination in 
England? « 

(h) Is it a fact that many Bengalees, Hindus and Muslims, who 
have Ipassed the Printership Examination from England, werp not 
taken in any of the abovementioned offices? * 

(c) Is it a fact that recently a duly qualified Bengalee, who had 
been serving for two years as an Assistant Manager of the Bengal 
Government Press, who stood first in the Examination of the Public 
Service Commission, was replaced in September, 1941, by a non- 
Bengalee who has neither passed the Printership Examination, nor 
appeared in the Examination of the Public Service Commission? 

* (</) If the reply to parts {a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will :the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to enquire into the matter and %|kket neciMi- 
sary steps? 


The HMi’bie Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD M00KER4EE: (<i) and (b) 
Government have no knowledge of the Printership Examination. 

(c) I presume the honourable member is referring to the appoint- 
bient recently made to the post of Assistant Superintendent in the 
Bengal Government Press. The post was created in the first instance 
on a temjiorary basis. This post was made permanent with effect from 
the Ist September, 1941, and the vacancy was reserved under the 
Communal* Ratio Rules for a Muslim. 

Ro domiciliary qualification is prescribed for this post. The person 
appointed was appointed on the recommendation of the Public ^rvice 
Commission. 

The incumbent of the temporary post, a Hindu, was not eligible. 

. . .1- 

• •• 

((^) Does not arise. * ; 



m CIUESTIC^S iLiri> ^SWESS. 


W tt lil i t it ii tf MiM UK. 

till Mr. NUE AHMEE^l (a) Will tlw Hoa’ble Mimster in eliarge 
lo'f the Finance Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that many 
unregistered firms haring a yearly tumoyer of less than ten thonsand 
yniN^ are realising sales taxf *' 

V. k *' ■ 

{6) If so, what steps hare been taken by the Ooremment 4;o prerent 
ranch realisation and appropriation of sales tax, and what ,are theprf 

Ic) Is it a fact that under sections 4 and 5 of the Bengal Finance 
«(Stalra) Tax Act, 1941, the dealer is liable to pay the tax? ^ 

(d) If so, why is the tax being realised from the consumer and under 
-what authority? 

(e) Do the Ooremment propose to take suitable measures to prevent 
.«uch realisation of the sales tax by the dealers? If not, why not? 


Th4 Hon’Ma Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKtRJEE: The honourable 
member is referred to the Press Communique, dated the 14th November, 
1941, on Sales Tax which fully explains the points raised. A copy' of 
-thl fki'd Communique is laid in the Library for conrenience of refer- 
ence. 


Miniitort’ tour to Dorjooliiig. 

13. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
/State — 

(a) how many times each Minister has g<me to and come back from 

Darjeeling during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42; and 

(b) how many times each Minister has gone on tour out of the 

Province of Bengal during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42? 


illA 

:taid)<«n the Library. ' 


A ytotoment Jl, 









Qussnom and ANswms^ 


Statei^t rejifrred to in the answer to Question JVo. 13 of l^ih February, 
showing the number of (1) journeys moAe Hon* hie 
mss^sters between Calcutta and Darjeeling and (2) tours outside 
tjimFrohince, during the years IMhil and 1941rd^ (up to 30th 
Faeember, 1941 ). 
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Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling— Calcutta 
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dit and Rural Indebtedness — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

*Hon’ble Minister, Forest and 
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Calcutta — ^Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture and 
Industries — 

Calcutta— Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hm’ble Minister, Public Health and 
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ConfMiM at OarJaaHiig of Oiitriot Board Clialhiiiii. 

•17. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDNURYs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Oovemment Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that a con- 
ference of the Chairmen of the District Boards was recently held at 
Darjeeling? * 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under whose orders and with 
what object the said conference was held? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that a resolution has been adopted at the said conference urging upon 
the Government to postpone election to all local bodies until termination 
of the war and that the Hon’ble Minister was pleased to announce that 
he would consider the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the policy 
and decision of the Government on the said matter of election? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
District Boards, general election to which will be due by the end of 
March next? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that 
public opinion is strongly against any extension of the term of any 
local body beyond the statutory period? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
District Boards in which elections are overdue and also the reasons, 
if any, for withholding the elections thereof? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government is 
willing to take immediate steps for election in those District Boards 
where election has become overdue? If not, why not? • 

Minister in charge of the public health and local 

SELF-COVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santesh 
Kunwr Basil), (a) and (b) Yes, under the orders of the ICinister in 
charge of the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government 
for discussion of certain matters relating to the administration of the 
district boards. 

(o) There was no such resolution, but a suggestion to thin effect 
was made by one of the Chairmen and an assurance was given that the 
matter would be considered by Government. 

*Questioiui numbering ^ to 10 wwre poetponed tm tbe K>n'Ue Minister to uhoee 
Department they related did not attend the meeting. 
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^ dections to local boards, wMdi are due m the aear 
f uturei^^ been temporarily suspended pending tbe final decision of 

OoTonliilent,- wbiob is likely to be reached soon. 

(s)f I?) snd (k) A statement explaining the position is laid bn the 
table. ITo orders have been passed for the postponement of the election 
of any district board. 

(f) I have no such information. 


Stqfement referred to in the reply to question No. J7. 

1. Names of District Boards whose elections are due by the end 
of March, 1942. — (1) Nadia and (2) Murshidabad. 

2. Names of District Boards whose elections are overdue. — 

(1) Burdwan . — ^The local boards of the district have been recently 

reconstituted. The district board will be reconstituted after 
the required number of members has been elected by the 
local boards. 

(2) Midnapur and (3) Hooffhly . — As the elections to local boards 

in these districts have been postponed pending the final 
decision of Government, the district board elections cannot 
take place until the local boards have been reconstituted. 

(4) NoaJckali . — The constituencies of the district board have been 

delimited by Government and the election is expected to be 
. held shortly. 

(5) Malda — The election is in progress. 

Khan Sahib ABOUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 

(&), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
important matter relating to the administration of the district boards 
dor which a conference was considered to be necessary? 

: The Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs I ask for notice. 

Khan llahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
(e), is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to disclose the name of the Chair* 
man who made that suggestion ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I ask for notice. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
(d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when that order for 
the suspension of election was issued ? 
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Th* Hon’bto Mr. |ANtO«N KUMAR BASILS ThM was imued 
shortly before the present Goremment came in office. 1 can inform ibe 
honourable member that since then another decision has been taken to 
the effect that no general postponement of the elections will be allowed 
but only individual cases will be considered on their own merits. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the list of districts in respect of which elections are overdue the name 
of Faridpur has been omitted ? ^ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am ndt aware but 
I shall look into the matter. 

Rural Watai^supply Programma. 

18. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(i) that the Director of Public Health has submitted his report for 
1939; 

(it) that the said report reveals that it is the ambition of the 
Government to have the Province adequately supplied with 
drinking water by regular progress within a definite period ; 

(m) that in the said report reference has been made to the failure 
of local bodies to maintain and repair sources of wat^r- 
supply provided by Government grants; and 

(iv) that in the said report notice has been taken of the failure of 
some local bodies to show the requisite energy to work out 
the Government scheme of water-supply F 

(b) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, wil\ 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state tbe names of the local bodies 
refwred to in the report of the Director of Public Health? 

The Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) (t), (in) and (iv) 
Yes. 

(ii) The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health for the 
year 1939/ does not make any mention of the proposed comprehensive 
Rural Water-supply Programme but it was referred to in the resolu- 
tion on the said report published by Government. 

(b) On enquiry from the Chief Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment, it has been ascertained that the arrangements made by most of 
the District Boards for maintenance of the sources of water-supply 
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proTi^l^ by Government are inadeqna^, and in some easea, e.g., 
Farid^^, Tippera, Chittagong^ Bakarganj, Bangpnr and Binajptir it 
can diefinitely stated that the District Boards are opposed to taking 
up tl^ fesponsibility for maintenance nnless adequate extra funds are 
provi4ed. 

KfHM Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
.(b) f will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what remedy lies 
against those Boards which are not taking proper care to maintain the 
waterworks 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I may inform the 
honourable member that Oovernment are taking up the entire question 
of the maintenance of these sources of water-supply and are also con- 
templating the appointment of a Special Officer to go into the whole 
matter, to come into contact with the District Boards concerned and 
will then lay down the policy which should be adopted in such cases. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the report for the year 1940 is available or ready yetP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am sorry I cannot 
say. 

Medical inspection of pupils of high schools. 

liL Khen 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
■Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact— 

(t) that money was allotted for medical inspection of pupils of all 
, high schools in the Province; and 

(ii) that the said money could not be used? 

(b) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of allotment which 
was made as well as the circumstances under which the allotment could 
not be utilised? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in the report 
of the Director of Public Health for the year 1939, local bodies have 
been advised to appoint women vaccinators in the rural areas? 

(d) If fhe answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action Government pro- 
pose to take in giving effect to the said advicef 
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Tilt Hofi’Mt Mr. •ANTOtH KUMAR BASUs (a) aodP (b) Preriow 
to 1940-41 a sum of B8.6,850 was provided in the Education Budget 
for medical inspection in selected senior madrassas and high schools 
for boys in connection with the Youth Welfare and Physical Educa- 
tion. This sum was utilised for the purpose. In 1940-41 it was agreed 
that this scheme should be taken over the Public Health Depart- 
ment and amalgamated with the proposed School Hygiene Division, 
and accordingly no provision was made for this sdieme in the 
Education Budget in that year. But when the School Hygiene Division 
was actually sanctioned in the beginning of 1941, the scheme for 
medical inspection was not renewed as it was decided to see the working 
of the School Hygiene Division for some time before the former could 
be renewed. Accordingly no allotment was made for the scheme last 
year. The Director of Public Health has submitted a revised scheme 
for inspection of school children in mufassil municipalities in lieu of 
the above-mentioned scheme. The scheme of the Director of Public 
Health is under my consideration. 

(o) and (d) The local bodies were advised by the Director of Public 
Health in a circular letter in 1939, and not in his report, to appoint 
female vaccinators in the rural areas. At the instance of the Director 
of Public Health, a circular letter has also been issued this year by 
my department to the local bodies impressing upon them the impera- 
tive necessity for appointing female vaccinators. 

Kala^ttar and malaria in oertain parts of Jessoreb 

20. Mr, K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that there has 
been a serious outbreak of malaria and kala-azar in the villages of 
Shankarpur, Gandharbakhali, Chandibarpur, Bathadanga within the 
Union Boards of Chandibarpur, and Baghunathpur, Bhatia, Daldidpur, 
Durgapur within the Union Board of Durgapur, police-station Narail,« 
district JessoreF i 

(b) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Narail has been 
often visiting the affected areas and distributing quinine freely but to 
no effect? • 

(o) Is it not a fact that the District Board of Jessore and the 
Government opened a free dispensary for three months in the central 
place of Shankarpur of Chandibarpur Union Board and that about 200 
to 300 patients were treated there daily? 

(d) If the reply to parts (a) to (o) be in the affirmative, does the 
Hon’ble Minister propose to open a temporary dispensary there at 
Shankarpur, police-station Narail, and save the villagers? If not, 
why not? • 
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Tli|#Oll’iAe Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUl (a) There hm been 
eases # kala>axar in the areas but the condition is not 

in an^l #ay abnormal nor is it as severe as it was last year. 

(6) Tes. Quinine is being distributed. I have no information at 
to the dfecty which will be available on Assistant Director of Public 
Health, Malaria Research’s report which I expect soon, 

(c) No. Last year, only one anti-malaria centre was opened by the 
District l^ard. About 125 patients on the average attended daily. 

(d) The pistrict Board has opened a temporary anti-malaria centre 
in that area. The Director of Public Health, Bengal, has deputed the 
Assistanf Director of Public Health, Malaria Research, to Narail with 
-a view to ascertain the malaria situation in the subdivision this year. 
Adequate steps will be taken on his report. 


Malaria in oortain parts of Jossoro. 

21. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state— 

(a) if it is a fact that last year th6 Government arranged to open 
a dispensary for three months to cope with the malaria out- 
break in the Chandibarpur Union Board and that the dis- 
pensary doctor had to attend, about 200 to 300 patients 
daily ; 

(5) if it is a fact that the villagers of the said Union Board sent a 
petition to the Hon’ble Minister through the Subdivisional 
Officer of Narail praying for the opening of a permanent 
dispensary for the malaria-affected inhabitants; and 

, (o) if the reply to parts (a) and (5) be in the affirmative, whether 

any action has been taken on the said petition and whether 
a doctor would be sent there immediately and steps would 
be taken to open a permanent dispensary there ; if not, why 
«notP 

Tim Hon'blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: (a) The honourable 
member is referred to the answer given to clause (c) of question No. 20 
asked by him oh the subject. 

(b) No such petition has been received by me either directly or 
through the local officers. 




(c) Does not arise. 
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22. Khan B^adur SAIYEB MUAZZAfiUDDIN HdtillN: WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Government D^artment be pleased to state — 

(а) the duties of the Engineering Branch of the Public Health 

Department ; 

(б) whether ^ere are three Eng^eers in the Dacca Division ; 

(c) whether they tour about the districts at all or their main duty 

consists in looking after water-supply and drainage schemes 
of the Dacca city only; * “ 

(d) if they were ever deputed to Mymensingh district to find out 

if the cause of malaria epidemics in the Netrakona and Sadar 
subdivisions was due to defective drainage owing to railway 
embankments; and 

(e) what important schemes the Engineerings Department got 

through during the last three years in the Dacca Division? 

TIm Hon’Me Mr. BANT08H KUMAR BABU: (a) The duties of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department are (t) to prepare 
on request water-supply, drainage and sewerage schemes of municipal 
and local bodies, (ii) to supervise and control execution of such schemes, 
{in) to advise Government on all matters relating to public health 
engineering and (tv) to maintain such drainage and water works as 
desired by Government. 

(b) No— there are only two permanent Engineers — one Executive 
Engineer in charge of the Division and one Assistant Engineer in 
charge of the Dacca City subdivision. The number of temporary 
Engineers, however, vary according to the number of schemes undex 
examination. 

(c) The Engineers tour abdbt within the jurisdiction of the Dacca 
Sanitary Works Division whenever it is necessary in connection with 
their duties enumerated in my answer to clause (a). 

(d) The Malaria Engineer appointed in 1940 went to Netrakona in 
March, 1941, to inspect the Magra River Resuscitation Scheme in that 
subdivision. The malaria epidemic in the subdivisions of Netrakona 
and Sadar in M 3 rmensingh is not due to defective drainage brought 
about by railway embankments only but due to other causes as well — 
namely, deterioration of the Brahmaputra and other rivers in the isrea 
and creation of innumerable mosquito-breeding foci in the past and 
continued excavation* at xnresent by the villagrers themselves. 
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i^nl^o Healtli B&|ruie6riilg Diriment got ^xotigli 
t]i6 li^wing Bohemes in the Dacca Divirion during the last three 
yearsi-* ’ 

(1) Dacca Water Works Improvement Scheme; 

(2) South Ghandpur New Water Works Scheme; 

(3) M3rmensingh Water Works Improvement S(dieme; 

(4) Munshiganj Water-supply Improvement Scheme; and 

(5) Domilla Water Works Improvement Scheme. 

Besides 8ket6h projects were also prepared during* these years in 
respect of the following schemes: — 

(t) Sakuni Drainage and Water-supply Scheme; 

(n) Maijdi Water-supply and Drainage Scheme; 

(m) Chittagong Water Works Remodelling Scheme; and 
(iv) Narayanganj Water-supply Improvement Scheme. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (cf), will the Hon’ble Minister kindly say what steps have 
been taken or what steps he proposes to take to remove the defects due 
to which virulent type of malaria broke out in this areaP 
• 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, the answer to 
this question will be somewhat comprehensive and I do not think it 
would be possible for me to put it into the compass of an answer to a 
supplementary question. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the 

Hon’ble Minister examining it and does he propose to take it up soonP 

* The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Tes. 


• 23. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS With 
reference ^to (bi), my question was whether Government consulted 
public opinion: it has not been answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It has been 
answered by implication that public opinion, apart from the opinion of 
the Chairmen of District Boards, was not consulted. But I may add 
in this connection that, as I have already stated in answer to a 
separate question, Government have decided that there will he no 
general rule with regard to the postponement of elections but that 
.each individual case will be considered accordidg to its merits. 
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KIhm BahlAir MIYBD MUA&MIUDBIN HOMlAl VIU flu 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wbat special war efforts are beia^ 
madeP 

The Hon’bto Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That wiU depend 
upon each individual District Board. But it is difficult to answer such 
a question of general character. 

V 

€ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR : Will the Hon’ble Minister hf pleased to 
state if there has been a large number of public meetings, specially in 
Mymensingh and Earidpur, urging upon the Government to hold 
District Board elections as early as possible ? » 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BANTOSM KUMAR BA8U: As I have already 
indicated I am not aware of any public meetings in these two districts 
but the general decision which has been arrived at is not to postpone 
elections which ought to take place in due course in order to give the 
voters an opportunity of electing new representatives ; but in individual 
cases, well, they will be considered on their own merits. 

Mr. PREBIDENT: The next few questions, which are due to be 
answered by the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, will not be 
taken up to-day. The Chair has been informed that* the Hon’ble 
Minister is indisposed. 

Questions from No. 30 will now be taken up. 

Distribution of Kbasmahai laiul in Chittagong. 

30. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if there are large plots of 
Khas land in Chittagong which are available for distribution among 
the sailors or seamen or their heirs and dependants, especially for those 
who have rendered distinguished and meritorious services to the cause 
of the British Empire, both in this war and in the last wprP 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a great demand for such land on the 
part of such sailors or seamen or their heirs and dependants P 

(c) If so, do Government propose to distribute such limd among 
such sailors or seamen or their heirs or relativesP If not, why notP 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of the 
Punjab have distributed vast areas of Khas land to thei soldiers who 
have rendered meritorious service in the warP 
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H^ISTAi in ohargi tf th* REVENUE DEPARTMENT COM 

HoR’Iil Mr. Pramttlit Nath Baii6rjta)i (a) The total area of Khaa- 
mahal land, available for settlement in the district of Chittagong is 
50,501 acres, hut the major portion of these lands are covered by hills 
or jungles or are sandy chars, and are scattered throughout the district. 

* (5) No demand has been made. 

(o) Government have already issued instructions to the effect that 
applications for settlement of Nhasmahal lands from Bengali soldiers 
who have ^t in more than six months* active service in connection 
with the present war — ^but not those who may have refused to serve 
with J^he unit after its embodiment in the Regular Army — and Bengali 
lascars who may not have served in His Majesty’s forces but may 
nevertheless have been exposed, on the high seas, to the dangers and 
hardships of war, should be given preference, such settlement being 
made according to the ordinary terms and conditions of settlement of 
Ehasmahal lands. 

(d) Government have no information. 


Rmrisionary settlamaiit in FaridiNir. 

31. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’blje Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact— 

(t) that revisionary settlement is now in progress in Sadar and 
Goalundo subdivisions of the Faridpur district; and 

(u*) that there is great economic distress in those areas? 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount has been spent 
on relief for those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) (i) Yes. 

(u) There was distress in those areas during the months of Febru- 
ary to August, 1941, the economic situation has now greatly improved. 

I 

(6) Rs.3, 10,000 as agricultural loans, Rs. 1,00, 000 on account of 
test relief and Rs. 11,300 on account of gratuitous relief have been 
distributed in those areas. * 
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PIOMl in Aloktfin Union Bow^ 

92. Khan SaMb ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) WiU tlie 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bevenne Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that serious damage has been caused to the standing 
crops abnormal flood in Alokdia Union Board under Madhupur 
police-station in Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district? 

« 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what measures Government 
propose to take in giving relief to the affected area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NAtH BANERJEE: (a) The 

condition of crops in the Union in question was good on the whole. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what he means by “on the whole**? 

The Hen’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: “On the 

whole*’ is an expression which means “considering all the facts and 
circumstances of the case.** 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In view of the 
first-hand knowledge which I possess of the Union, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to hold an enquiry as regards the truth of this 
reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Most certain- 
ly; I shall be very grateful if the honourable member will see me iP 
this connection. 


Boundary betureen Mymeneingh arid Pabna dietrkts. 

Sa. Khm Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in bharge of the Bevenue Department be pleased to 
state—* 

(i) if there is a standing circular of the Government directing 
demarcation of the boundary between two districts divided 
by a navigable river on the basis of the main channel of the 
river; 
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(Ij'if the river Jumna is a navigabk Htw; ' * 

(iilf) ii the said river runs through the district ol Mymensingh on 
one side and the district of Pabna on the other; and 

(iv) if a vast tract of land lying on the Mymensingh side of the 
river is still within the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the 
district of PahnaP 

(b) If t]^e answer to the above questions be in the afS.rmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in the contem|dation 
of the Government to take immediate action to re-adjust the boundary 
between the districts of Pubna and Mymensingh on the basis of the 
main channel of the river Jumna and revise the jurisdictions of the 
two districts accordingly? If not, why notP 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (t) There 

is no such circular. In notification, dated the 17th September, 1891, 
however. Government notified that the main stream of the rivers 
Brahmaputra, Ganges and Meghna under whatever local name that 
may be called, flowing between or bordering on the districts of the 
Dacca Division, will be the boundary for administrative purposes 
b^ween districts on both sides of the rivers. 

(ii) and (Hi) Yes. 

(tv) and (b) The matter is under enquiry by the Director of Land 
Becords and Surveys, Bengal, on completion of which the question of 
re-adjustment of boundary will be considered. 


Agricultural loaik 

94. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’^ble Minister in charge of 
the Bevenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a detailed state- 
ment 'Showing the amounts of agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 
given to (fifferent districts in Bengal in the years 1938, 1939 and 
1940, respectively? 

(b) 1 b it w fact that the poor agriculturists in the Cox’s Bazar 
subdivision especially Chakoria, Banskhali, and other thanas of Chitta- 
gong are actually starving and that the District Magistrate of Chitta- 
gong has published appeal for their relief . If so, have the Govern- 
ment sanctioned any sum by way of gratuitous relief to save the poor 
people from starvation? If not, why not? • 
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The Hoii*lilf Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANEBJil: (a) The 

amounts of agricultural loans advanced and gratuitous relief given in 
different districts during the years 1938-39, 1939-4^ and;194M)-4I are 
noted below; — 


AGUCirLTTT£AL LOANS ADVANCED. 


District. 




1936-Se. 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 





Bs. 

V 

Be. 

Be. 

BurdwMi 

• a 

a a 


94,861 

1,30,647 

1.11,000 

Birbhum 

• • 

a a 

• 

17,416 

12,939 

26,777 

Banknra 

• • 

a a 

• • 

9,837 

3,97,842 

14,864 

Midnapore 

• a 

a a 

* * 

10,194 

2,88,600 

1,60,600 

H<^ghly 

■ a 

a a 

• • 

23,000 

1,43,787 

20,000 

Howrah 

a a 

a e 

• • 

• • 

34,000 

21,260 

24-Parganas 

a a 

a a 

• R 

1,78,201 

1,44,780 

1,29,000 

Nadia 

a a 

a a 

• • 

2,10,000 

1,30,626 

1,000 

Murshidabad 

a a 

a a 

• • 

6,61,600 

1,73,000 

24,060 

Jessore 

a a 

a a 

• • 

4,61,000 

96,900 

2,222 

• 

Khulna 

a a 

a a 

• • 

3,30,000 

1,20,830 

1,39,100 

Dacca 

a a 

a a 

• • 

2,98,860 

96,660 

a a 

Mymensingh 

a a 

a a 

• • 

2,33,267 

4,07,992 

• 70,000 

Faridpur 

a a 

a a 

• • 

6,60,010 

1,41,100 

66,006 

Bakarganj 

a a 

a a 

• • 

1,20,000 

73,600 

11,600 

Chittagong 

a a 

a a 

• • 

• • 

1,22,260 

a a 

Tippera 

a a 

a a 

• • 

3,27,217 

1,17,643 

17,023* 

Noakhali 

a a 

a 

a a 

• • 

26,400 

37,600 

26,000 

Rajshahi 

a a 

a a 

• • 

3,47,000 

1,63,962 

• m 

Dinajpur 

a e 

a a 

• • 

97,000 

8,060 

2,340 

Jidpaigori 

a a 

a e 

• • 

e e 

700 

• e 

Bangpur 

a a 

a a 

• • 

3,86,000 

2,03,000 

e e 

Bogra 

a e 

a a 

• • 

2,02,000 

e a ' 

e a 

Pabna 

a a 

a a 

a 

• • 

6,46,600 

2,98,020 

23,867 

Malda 

a a 

a a 

• • 

8,08,377 

36,388 

18,000 

Darjeeling 

a a 

« 

a a 

• 

a e 

• • 

11,000 
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BiiMot. . 



1938.39. 

1939.40. 

1940.41. 




Ra. 

Ba. 

Ba. 

Burdwan 

« • 

• • 

• • 

1.200 

6.300 

Birbhum 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• . 

1,00,000 

Banknra 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

14.309 

» a 

Midnapore 

• • 

• • 

• • 

9,774 

37,000 

Hooghly 

• • 

• » 

• • 

14.600 


Howrah 

• • 

• • 

• • 

6,000 

• • 

24>Paigana8 


• • 

14.700 

• • 

• 9 

Nadia 

• • 

• m 

17.000 

2.960 

9 9 

Morshidabad 

• • 

• • 

68.432 

3,436 

i,oop 

Jessore . . 

• • 


36.000 

1,060 

9 9 

Khxilna 

• 


46.000 

• • 

9 9 

Eaeoa 

• % 

• * 

30.196 

1,100 

9 9 

Mymensingh 

• • 

• • 

3.000 

3,360 

9 9 

Faridpur 

• • 

• • 

30.000 

4,713 

100 

Bakarganj 

# • 

• 9 

« 3.000 

0,916 

• • 

Chittagong 


9 9 

• • 

11,300 

300 

Tippera 

• • 


• • 

698 

9 9 

Noakhali 



2.660 

• * 

9 9 

Bajshahi 



9.967 

4,638 

9 9 

Dinajpur 


9 9 

2.902 

290 

9 9 

Jalpaiguri 


9 • 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

Bangpur 


9 9 

16.942 

2.481 

m 9 

Bogra 

% 

• # 


2.000 

• • 

9 9 

Pabna 

• • 


72,337 

21,726 

9 9 

Malda 


9 9 

40.000 

434 

9 9 

Daajading 

• # 

9 9 

• • 

• • 

9 • 


(6) (1) In the Ramu and Chakaria thanas of Cox’s Bazar subdivi- 
sion distress was caused by the failure of the aus crop and floods in June- 
July which carried away a number of houses. Ijandless labourers in 
these areas have been further affected by the prohibition of immigra- 
tion of unskilled labourers from India to Burma. The situation has 
been relieved to some extent by the harvest which commenced in the 
beginning of November. Banskhidi thana was ,not affected at all. 
Both the am and aman crops have been excellent there. 
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(3) The Distriot Magistrate of Ghittagong isstied an^ appeal for a 
general Relief Fund for the district and not particularly for those 
areas or for immediate needs. 

(3) Agricultural loans and short-term loans were distributed to 
relieve distress among the cultivators. Rs.70,000 was sanctioned for 
agricultural loans and Rs.20,000 for short-t^m loans. 

(4) Government also granted some money from the Bam Lai 
Mukherji’s Fund for relief of families whose houses had been 
destroyed by floods. Free passes for forest produce were issued in 
all deserving cases where houses had been badly damaged or 
destroyed. The value of each pass is Bs.25. 


Failure of crops in certain parts of Midnaporot 

35. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(а) if he is aware that there is acute distress in the major portion 

of thana Sabung within the Sadar subdivision of the district 
of Midnaporo on account of failure of croiie for three succes- 
sive years (including this year) due to flood ; and 

(б) what steps the Goveniment have taken up to this time to 

relieve the distress. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) As a result 
of floods in 1939, 1940 and 1941 there was distress in some Unions of 
8abung police-station. 

(b) The following steps were taken to relieve distress: — 

In 1939^ 

Agricultural loans distributed— Rs. 15, 000. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — -Bs.SOO. 

In 1940- 

Agricultural loans distributed — ^Rs. 11,500. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — ^Rs.500. 

In 1941— 

Agrio^dtural loans distributed — ^Bs. 12,000. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — Rs.2,000. 

Further sums of ,118.15,000 and Rs. 1,000 will be distributed, 
agricultural loans and house building grants respectively. 
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BililkllN’ ATAUR RAHMAN l Mm tke Moa’bl* MiBister any 
idaa o| per capita amount that will be distributed to the agnoul- 
turmti o|it of^ that Bs. 1 1 ,600 P 

The Hm’M Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEEl The per 

capita loan will be inconsiderable in view of the considerable' number 
of loanees. 

D0valo|NiMiit of Ofgha. 

Vk Rai^BalMKlur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the Hon*ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state— 

(^) if steps are being taken for the development of Digha in the 
Contai subdivision in the district of Midnapore as a sea- 
side resort and health sanatorium; > 

(6) if it is a fact that several applications were and have> t^een 
submitted to the Oollector, Midnapore, for taking settlement 
of lands in that area for construction of hotises; and 

(c) if any estimate has been made of the costs to be incurred? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) and (o) 

The scheme is under consideration of Government and no final decision 
has been reached yet. A copy of the scheme is placed in the Library. 

(6) Yes. • 

^ Statement referred to in the answer to question No. 36 of 17th February, 

1942. 

f 

Digha Development Scheme. 

* Bengal has a sea-board of more than 1,000 miles and yet she has 
no sea-side re.^ort to cater for her people. The considerations such as 
the congestion of Puri, the expensiveness of Darjeeling and the 
unsuitability of the latter place for those whom height does not suit, 
have at present given rise to a great demand for a suitable sea-side 
resort in Bengal. There is a further and a more important considera- 
tion, viz., the establishment of a sea-side health resort in Bengal will 
be a patriotic enterprise inasmuch as the people of Bengal will thereby 
be afforded an opportunity to spend in their own province the money 
which they are now spending in other provinces for a change of 
climate. 

At the instance of Mr. B. B. Sen, i.c.s., late Collector of Midna- 
pore and present Bevenue Secretary, Government have accordingly 
taken up the question of developing Digha, a village on the sea coast 
in the Contai subdivision of the district of Midpapore, as a sea-side 
xnsor^ for the people of Bengal. The place, with its extensive sea 
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beach, offer# a very attractiye eight and possesses varioai ef^er aidtw^ . 
tages of a sea-side resort. At present the place is approachable oily 
by one road, viz., the Gontai-Digha Boad, the nearest railway station 
from Calcutta being the Contai Boad Station. The distance by this 
road from Contai Boad Station to Digha is only 57 miles. The road 
has been metalled by the District Board of Midnapore up to a point 
which is 10 miles from Digha. The District Board is agreeable to 
metal at its own expense 4 miles of this unmetalled portion, if 
Government are prepared to bear the cost of metalling the other 6 
miles. ^ 

The scheme as now prepared is that Government should acquire 
*526*26 acres of lahd at Digha and then lease it out in suitable plots 
ffter making necessary approach roads. Of 526*26 acres of land to be 
iuiquired, 320*83 acres will be available for settlement. The area thus 
availabld^ has been divided into six classes according to situation and 
othei4 advantages as detailed below: — ^ 

Class. Area. 

Acres. 

1st ... ... ... ... 41*37 

2nd ... ... ... ... 26*27 

3rd ... ... ... ... 28*11 

4th ... ... ... ... 24*26 

5th ... ... *... ... 19*17 

6th ... ... ... ... ‘181*65 

The metalling of the unmetalled portion of the Contai-Digha Boad* 
would be an essential preliminary to the execution of the Development 
Scheme. Provision would also have to be made for water-supply, 
drainage, sanitation including anti-malarial schemes about which 
enquiries are now proceeding. 

Flood in Bankura. 

37. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH B08E: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bevenue Department be pleased to 
state if he is aware that parts of the district of BankurO have been 
flooded by the river Damodar and in consequence there has been failure 
of crop in those parts P 

(b) Have the Government taken any steps to remedy the distress in 
the parts affected P If so, what are theyP 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. FRAMATHA NATH BANERdEEi (a) Owing to 
heavy rains from 7th to, 9th October, 1941, the Damodar overflowed its 
banks «i several plahes in the district of Bankura. There was some 



QOSSTK^ AKD ikKSWIEBRS; 





dama||ii tii!b standing aus crop but the benefit to tbe growing aman 
crop "0$$ far greater than the damage to the aus. 

(bf ^es. .. A sum of Bs.2,325 was distributed as agricultural loans 
and Its. 1,200 as gratuitous relief. About 20 maunds of rabt seeds 
were also distributed free. 


Cartain appointmants in tha Haarrah Civil Caurt. 

38. Hr. KH0R8HE0 ALAM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble M^ister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state if two appointments in the Upper Division clerks in Howrah 
Civil Court were filled up by direct recruitment within the last two 
years# 

-i;;. 

(b) Was there no fit candidate for either of the posts in the district 

itself? , 

(c) Was any advertisement for the direct recruitment made In any 
newspapers? If so, in what papers? If not, why not? 

(d) Were there senior men in the district than the man recruited as 
head clerk from another office? Had these cases been considered? 

(c) Were there applications from the Judge’s own office for the 
head clerkship including from the officiating men? If so, were the 
applications considered ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes: one 
post of head clerk and one post of stenographer. 

(&). There was no suitable candidate among the Civil Court clerks 
of the district. 

(c) In the case of the stenographer advertisements were published 
in the Statesman and the Amrita Bazar Patrika. In the case of the 
head clerk notices inviting candidates were sent to all District Judges 
^and Collectors of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. 

{d) Yes, but not among those who appeared as candidates for the post. 
The cases of the clerks of the Howrah District Civil Courts who applied 
for the post were considered. 

(c) Yei, but not from the officiating men. The applications were 
considered. 

Nttir of Howrah District Judgo^s Court. 

38. Mr. KH0R8HED ALAM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state if the Nasir of the District Judge and a Munsif’s Sheristadar in 
the district of Howrah attained the age of ^Tension? 

(6) Have they got extensions of service? . 
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The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER^lErTet. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
remember that there was a decision of the Legislature that no extension 
should be granted to Government servants? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEl Tes, Sir, 
but due to emergency war conditions Gk)vemment is granting certain 
extension in some deserving cases. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN. Sir, may 1 explain my supple- 
mentary question?* The Hon’ble Minister has referred to thq war 
emergency condition in regard to the executive ofiGicers. I think that 
does not apply to ministerial officers like the nazirs or sheristadars. 
So I ask #hat was the special reason for which these two officers were 
given ^extension ? ^ . 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I do not 
know what were the special reasons. Recommendations were made by 
the district authorities and Government accepted those recommenda- 
tions. With reference to the war conditions, I think war conditions 
exist everywhere and the Judicial Officers do not enjoy immunity. 


Work Siroars. 

40. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in reply to question No. 10, dated 
the Ist August, 1941, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communi- 
cations and Works Department stated on the floor of this House that 
a scheme had been framed and was being examined for the betterment 
of the conditions of the service of the work sircars of the Commimica- 
tions and Works Department for inclusion in the next Budget? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister now state if the examination of the scheme has been completed 
and if any final decision has been made? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in ohargt of tho GOMMUNISATION8 nnd WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. ShamiwMin Ahmeif): (a) Yes. 

V 

(b) The scheme is still under examination of Government, and it is 
hoped that final orders will be passed at an early date. 
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AcUournniMt Motiom. 

PRESIDEMTs Order, order. The Chair has received aotioea 
of thtee motions for adjournment. I shall take them one after another. 
The first stands in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed and runs as follows : — • 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the repressive and 
oppressive policy of the Government of Bengal towards the Muslim 
League workers and Muslim students in various districts of Bengal, 
principally, at Feni, Noakhali, Barisal, Coinilla and other places.” 


WAr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I have also sent in a short-notice ques- 
tion on the subject. If the Hon’ble Home Minister agrees to answer 
it at short notice, then I do not propose to move this adjournment 
motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If he wants to put in a 

short-notice question, then I shall be prapared to answer it. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Then I don’t press iny motion, Sir. 

tf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next motion for adjournment stands in the 
name of Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan which runs 
• as follows: — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, sudden deterioration in 
the international situation as a result of which people are scared, trade 
is dislocated, daily commodities of life are scarce, prices are abnormal- 
ly high; and the failure of the Government to defer prdVisions of the 
4Bales Tax Act which has added misery and hardship of the mass.” 

The Chair takes it that the honourable member knows that adjourn- 
ment motions can only be moved on subjects for which the Ministers 
may be held to be responsible. Will he explain how the Ministers 
are respon^ble for the International situation which has brought about 
this depression in trade, etc.? 


AllMdJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir, I do 
not want to impress on this House, much less upon the Government, 
the sudden deterioration in the International situation brought about 
by the fall of Singapore which was regarded as impregnable by three- 
fourths of the population of the world and this has brought India to 
the verge of—— 
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Mr. PRESIDEHT: Order, order. A notice of Adjoununent will 
not entitle the honourable member to make a speech on it at this stage. 
For that purpose the honourable member may give due. notice of a 
resolution. I rule his motion out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The third motion for adjournment stands in 
the pame of Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, which is as follows : — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss p definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the conditions under which 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, h.l.a., is being detained in Trichihopoly Jail, 
are unsatisfactory, highly prejudicial to his health and incompatible 
with his erdinary mode of life.” 

“ Khai^ Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I point out 
that first of all, the honourable member should make out as to how 
the Provincial Government is responsible for this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Tes, Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Sir, so far as I have been able 
to ascertain from the facts leading to the detention of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose, it appears that by an order dated the 11th December, 
1941, the Governor of Bengal, in exercise of the poweis conferred on 
him by clause (d) of sub-rule (i) and sub-rule (v), Rule 26 of the 
Defence of India A(*t, was pleased to direct that he should be detained , 
in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, until further orders. But on the 18th 
December, 1941, another order w'as served on Mr. Bose at the instance 
of the Central Government under which they retained to themselves 
the power of decision about the period of detention only; but the power 
of determining from time to time the place in which and the conditions 
under which Mr. Bose may be detained was delegated absolutely to the 
Provincial Government. 

Further, it was definitely laid down in that order that those powers 
will be exercisable by the Provincial Government of Bengal. Mr. Bose 
is now being detained in the Trichinopoly Xail under the second order 
which may be split up into two parts. One part relates to the period 
of detention which is entirely at the discretion of the Central Govern- 
ment. But as to the conditions under which Mr. Bose is to be detained 
and the place where he is to be detained, — ^this matter has been dele- 
gated to the Provincial Government of Bengal. Sir, it would also 
appear that under sub-clause (4) of section 2 of the Defence of India 
Act, the Central Government may by order direct that any power or 
duty which under sub-section (7) is conferred or imposed upon the 
Central Government" shall in such circumstances and under such 
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eondi^wiiLS, if any, may be specified in the direction be exercised or 
discbsig^ (a) by any officer or authority subordinate to the Oenteal 
Oorer^ment, or (h) whether or not the power or duty relates to a 
matted with respect to which a Provincial Legislature has power to 
make laws, by any Provincial Government or by any officer or authority 
subordinate to such Government, or (c) by any other authority. Now, 
Sir, under rule 26 of the Defence of India Act, 1939, both the Ceutrel^^ 
Government and the Provincial Government can pass an order of 
detention^ on anybody. In this particular case, thf order of detention 
was passed by the Central Government. But the Central Government 
did delegatS to the Bengal Provincial Government its power as to the 
conditions under which Mr. Bose is to be detained and the place where 
he is j;o be detained, only retaining to themselves the power to^etermine 
the period of such detention. The Central Government is quite com- . 
petent to make such delegation under section 2, sub-clause (4) of thn..* ' 
Defence of India Act. So, so far as the order is concerned, file very 
clear that Mr. Sarat 'Chandra Bo.se has been detained under the orders , 
of the Central Government. But the coixHtiens of his detention and the 
place where he may be detained are to be decided by the Provincial 
Government by virtue of the powers delegated to them. So, it is clearly 
a matter which is within the jurisdiction of the Provincial Government 
of Bengal. My adjournment motion does not refer to the order 
detention but it refers only to the conditions under which Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose is being detained. So, 1 submit that my motion is 
absolutely in order. It is a matter which directly concerns the Provin- 
cial Government of Bengal and the Provincial Government alone. I 
may mention in this connection one fact. Very recently two Hon’ble 
Ministers had been to Trichinopoly to see Mr. Bose inside the jail. 
They had an opportunity of studjung the situation personally and of 
ascertaining the views of Mr. Bose in regard to the conditions imposed 
on him. Certain information has reached us which has really caused 
apprehension in the minds of the people of Bengal. I may bring this 
to the notice of the members of this House and after I state these facts. 

If the Hon’ble Ministers — especially the .Hon’ble Ministers who had 
been to Trichinopoly,- — make a suitable reply, I may not press my 
adjournment motion. Now, Sir, with your permission, I may very 
briefly state the facts. 

Sir, though the condition of life to which Mr. Bose had been 
accustomed and his social status are w'ell-known to the Ministers and 
to the Government, the astounding information has come to us that 
Mr. Bose has been sanctioned an allowance of 9 annas only for his 
meals per day. 

The Hoil*bi« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order. At 
present the only question to be considered is whether the adjournment 
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motion w to be admitted or not. If it is admitted, om*tai]^y tbe detaUs 
will be discussed. At this stage, discussion of the details will be 
absolutely unnecessary. ' 

A 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The contention of the Mon’ble 
Home Minister is correct. But I thought that the Hon’ble Minister 
rwould not press the question about the jurisdiction of this House at 
this.stage. The question about the vires of the Legislature has already 
been raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad and a reply on that 
point has been given by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. I have not given 
my ruling on th# point, as I felt that it might not be necessary 
when Mr. Dutta expressed the view that if he got adequate replies to 
his querij^s, the adjournment motion might not be pressed by, him. 
If, however, the Hon’ble Home Minister desires me to give my ruling 
on the point of jurisdiction, he may argue the point. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepared to reply to 
the questions that may be put by Mr. Dutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, j'ou may now briefly put your questions, 
Mr. Dutta. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: In a few words, I may put my 
questions and after hearing the replies to them it may not be at all 
necessary for me to press the adjournment motion. First of all, 1 said 
that the meagre allowance sanctioned is 9 annas per day for his meals. 
Now, in order to augment that paltry allowance Mrs. S. C. Bose had 
remitted some amount of money in order to enable him to procure the 
ordinary necessaries of life to maintain his health and that amount 
under the rules was placed in deposit with the jail authorities there. 
But it is really a matter for regret that even in this respect restriction 
has been imposetl as to the amount that may be withdrawn from this 
deposit, with the result that Mr. Bose cannot spend more than Rs. 10 
per month even from his own private funds. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rupees 10 during a whole month? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir. It is really beyond 
the comprehension of anybody as to why a gentleman of Mr. Bose’s 
position should not be given the liberty even to maintain his own life 
and that with the aid of his own money. Even ordinary convict- 
prisoners who are placed in class I are given the opportunity of 
augmenting the allowance sanctioned to them with their private funds. 
But Mr. Bose is not a convict ; he is a Security prisoner. Now, another 
most strange thing is that Mr. Bose b»s been kept in solitaiy eonfine- 
ment, a mode of punishment which is very rarely enforced. 
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Hii^lPRltlDENTs Chrder, order. The honourable ilMBiher ahould 
his statMaent in the form of questions, so that he may got 
defin^ replies thereto. 

Mf. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I only wanted to bring to the 
notice of the Government that Mr. Bose has been kept in solitary 
confinement and that he is not allowed to talk with anybody else. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tour first question appeared to the Chair to 
be: that Mr. Bose is allowed only 9 annas a day for his subsistence 
end furthei^ that he cannot draw from his own mohey in deposit with 
the jail authorities exceeding Bs. 10 a month. The third point is about 
his solitary confinement. Similarly, you may put the other points also 
in the form of questions. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The fourth is that he had no 
cook until recently. I understand recently a cook was supplied to him 
but he does not know how to cook Bengali dishes. The result is that 
Mr. Bose has, of late, been suffering from an attack of dysentery. 

Then, there is the restriction imposed as to the number of letters 
received by him and letters written by him. It has been ordered that 
he can receive 4 letters per week and can write 2 per week and 
further 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are not these letters censored? 

Mfi KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir, all the letters he writes 
are censored but in spite of strict censorship there is a limitation imposed 
upon him as to the number of letters he receives and writes. Then, 
again, the climate there, is extremely hot for him to bear. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am sorry to interrupt the 
lionourable member. He has been allowed the concession to put 
questions and get answers thereto from Government. So, he is only 
to put definite questions. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, Mr. Bose had communicated 
his views to the Hon’ble Ministers who recently met him in the 
Trichinopoly Jail that under the circumstances he had no other 
alternative but to go on hunger-strike. But I understand that on 
account of the persuasion of the Hon’ble Ministers, the idea of hunger- 
strike was deferred by Mr. Bose fur the present. Then there is another 
matter — about his repatriation to a place nearer to Calcutta where his 
invalid wife might visit him without any risk to her own life. These 
are the matters. Sir, on which I want information. 
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Ktian BaliMiiir NAZmUDDIN AHMAO: Sir, o&<i IftMg remains 
unnoticed and it is that the Provincial Government has becm delegated 
certain powers under whihh Mr. Serat Chandra BoseU place of detention 
may be selected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes, the Chair was ready to give a ruling on 
that point and I wanted to hear the Home Minister on this point. In 
the meantime there was a suggestion made by Mr. Kamini Humar Dutta 
that if he gets a proper reply to his queries, he would not press the 
adjournment motion even if it is held to be in order. So, Mr. Dutta 
was allowed to p\ft those questions. The Home MinisteV may now 
argn^e the point raised about jurisdiction or answer the questions, if 
he so likes. 

I 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I wish to say a few 

words regarding the question of jurisdiction, or, in other words, the 
oomi>etency of this House to discuss a motion like the one now before 
the House. 

Sir, apart from the rules made under the Act, it is obvious that if 
any action is taken against any person, part of which is under orders 
of the Central Government and part of which is under orders of 
the Provincial Government, I submit most respectfully that even in 
such cases it is beyond the jurisdiction of this House inasmuch as some 
parts of the orders are within the jurisdiction of the Central Govern- 
ment. Now, in this particular case the facts really are that the present 
Bengal Government were not responsible for any orders that have been 
passed on Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose regarding his arrest and detention. 
It is true that in some cases the Central Government may delegate and 
does delegate some of its powers to the ^Provincial Government. That 
does not, however, mean that, the inherit ^ight of the Central Govern- 
ment to pass orders is entirely taken 'away. It means only this that 
while the Central Government can pass an order, it is also permissible 
to the Provincial Government to pass an order of that kind. 

In the case of Mr. Bose his order of detention was under the orders 
of the Gk>vernment of India and this is admitted. And I can also tell 
the House that the order of removing him from Bengal to Madras was 
not made by the Local Government at all. That also is a fact known 
to the House. Whoever may have made the order, it was not the Local 
Government. Therefore, I submit that neither for the original order 
of detention nor for the order for his removal from Bengal to Madras 
can this Government be held responsible, because the Local Gkrvern- 
ment did not pass those orders. Now, Sir, after the order of removal 
from Calcutta to Madras was passed, — I came to know of this order only 
half an hour before Mr. Bose was actually removed from Calcutta, — 
we tried to have an interview with Mr. Bose in order to find out his 
wishes in certain particulars. After he was rmnoved, the Council of 
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submitted a representation to the Central OoTemmeni 
point^f out certain essential matters and the Central CbTernment after 
considbration has sent us a reply on some joints while raying that 
other points are still under their consideration. I may tell the House 
that two of my colleagues, the Hon]ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu undertook" a journey to Trichinopoly where 
Mr. Bose is now detained, in order to find out from him exactly how 
he was feeling, what he wanted and what were the things which specially 
struck hipi as deserving of consideration by the Provincial Government. 
I may tell the House that in some respects the Government of India 
have modified their previous orders. The additional allowance of rupees 
ten per mensem from his own funds that was originally fixed has been 
raised to rupees forty and some of us — I have not yet had an opportunity 
of discussing this matter with my colleague in the Cabinet — feel that 
this is a matter on which we might again go up to the Central Govern- 
ment for an increase of this portion of allowance to be received by 
Mr. Bose from his own funds. As regards solitary confinement, the 
position is that he is there alone and except for persons who can go to 
him. it is not possible for him to associate with other persons. To that 
extent it may be said that he is in solitary confinement, but that is not 
the spirit of the order that has been passed against him. The cook is 
inefficient and we are taking steps to bring him back and send a 
more serviceable cook. As regards his letters, namely, that he can 
write two and receive four, this is covered by the jail regulations and 
it is tor that reason that this restriction has been imposed. As regards 
hi.s going on hunger-strike, I am glad to be able to tell the Himse that 
Mr. Bose has not expressed any desire of this kind. At any rate, there 
i.s no oppreheiKsion of his going on hunger-strike. The interview 
between him and two of my colleagues has been satisfactory, although 
much more remains to be donev .;;Mr. Bose is not dissatisfied with 
the manner in which we hafe" tried to give him facilities in his 
confinement. As regards other matters, namely, repatriation, I would 
ask my friend not to press the question, because if 1 make a statement 
Ww it might prejudice the case. 1 can, however, give him an 
assurance that the Council of Ministers are all extremely anxious that 
the matter should be settled in a manner which will allay public 
excitement and anxiety and also not put any difficulty either in the 
way of the Provincial Government or the Central Government. 

I think. Sir, that we are entitled to the sympathy of the House in 
our efforts to draw the attention of the Central Government, the 
Provincial Government and every one concerned that Mr. Bose should 
be treated in a proper manner and that the period of his detention should 
be terminated as speedily as possible. I hope that in view of this 
assurance and in view of the fact that two of our colleagmcB took a 
journey all the way to Madras in order to find out the actual position 
from ^st-hand enquiry, the House will appreciate that we are not 
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lacking in our eiEort to bring the period of Mr. Bose’s detention to a 
speedy termination. 1 hope in these circumstances, that the honour* 
able member will not pfbss his motion. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has not said anything about the statement that Mr. Bose has 
been granted annas nine as dietary allowance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I am glad to 
have this opportunity of making the position clear, at least as much as 
possible within the limits of the Government of India Buies by which 
we were bound down in the matter of obtaining interview with Mr. Bose. 
It is well known ^that under the relevant rule it is not open to those 
who are granted Interviews to make a statement in detail as to what 
took place in course of the interview and what they have gathered from 
the interview. I hope the honourable members will realise my 
difficulty and the limits under which I am obliged to take part in the 
proceedings to-day. At the same time, the honourable leader of the 
Congress Party who has tabled this adjournment motion knows that 
all the details of the information, and at least most of it, have been 
gathered in consequence of the interview. I do not know what his 
source of information is, but I think his information is substantially 
correct. Now that the question has been raised by the honourable 
leader of the Congress Party, in order to clear up any n^isapprehension 
I ought to make a statement although the rules would not ordinarily 
permit me to make any statement. Now that a statement has been 
made on the other side, it is just as well, and it is probably .better, 
that I should clear up any haziness. 

It is quite true, Sir, that under the rules an allowance of annas 
nine per day for meals is provided. It is also true that he was allowed 
under the previous orders of the Government of India only Rs. 10 
per month to augment his dietary allowance from his private funds. 
But as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has made it quite clear, this Rs. 10 
has been substantially increased and he actually mentioned the figure. 
So far as the present arrangements for his meals are concerned, he is 
now on hospital diet. When subsequently I met the District Officer 
of Trichinopoly at a special function, I had occasion to raise that 
question and he assured me that during his last visit to the jail he 
ascertained that the food he was getting at that moment was hospital 
diet and it was not confined within the limit of annas nine per day. 

We also ascertained from Mr. Bose that he was on hospital diet 
because, as most of his friends know, he is a confirmed diabetic, and 
it is by rigid application of diet regulations that he has been success- 
ful to a certain extent in keeping down his ailment. At the same time, 
it is quite clear Hiat^ hospital diet cannot be obtained as a matter of 
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right. if fhily «o long as such diet is prescribed hy the medical autho- 
rities ^hftt it will be available to him. What he can get as a matter 
of ri§^t is 9. annas per day augmented by the further amount about 
which we have just heard on the floor of this House. Now I am not 
in a position to say whether this nine annas, plus Rs. 40 per month 
if it is spent upon augmentation of the diet allowance, will be adequate 
for his purpose. Those who are well acquainted with his status in 
life and of the amount that he would ordinarily require for his food 
per day can be in a better position to say whether this nine annas plus 
this one rupee and a few annas per day would be adequate or not. 
Now, as regards the money which has been remitted by his family 
and which is now in deposit in jail, I am not in a position to say 
anything because Mr. Bose made very small complaints about himself. 
In fact, his first statement was that “I do not worfy about creature 
comforts” and when later I had the opportunity of meeting one of 
the highest officials of the Madras Qovernment, who very kindly called 
upon me and discussed the matter, he said that Mr. Bose is a prisoner 
who does not make a nuisance of himself. He is respectable every 
inch of him even as a prisoner and as such he has not made any com- 
plaints with regard to his comforts. On the other hand, from what 
I gathered he was in extremely cordial relations with the Jail 
authorities who had the highest opinion about his conduct. 

Now, as regards ihe question of solitary confinement the question 
has been raised in a form by the honourable member which carries 
some impression which should not be justified in this case. 
Undoubtedly, he is solitary there. Undoubtedly, he is lonely because 
• there is not a soul, probably outside the jail staff with whom he can 
meet on common ground, or exchange conversion. That is true. It 
certainly can be considered solitary detention. 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Is he allowed to 
read newspapers? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not know if 
there is any restriction on that score because he does get newspapers 
and he reads them and he made some references to the newspaper 
articles als<rin course of our conversation. 

Now, as regards the number of letters it is true that he can write 
two letters and can receive four and it is also true that a number of 
letters are still waiting in the jail office for delivery. Now, that was 
also a question about which I discussed with the official whom I have 
referred. He has also one or two other petty inconveniences which he 
referred to and those are also matters upon which I had a discussion. 
I do not know whether the Madras Rules will provide for any improve- 
ment in the situation. If they do, then I hope and trust some 
improvement will be brought about. 
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Then, it is nsdoubtedly true that Trichinapoly ie a hot jdaee and 
it is getting wanner and warmer and in the intwrest of the health ef a 
patient who iiad been suffering from diabetes for ; years past, 
Trichinapoly is certainly not a place where he should be confined^ 

Then there is another question which has been referred to, namely, 
the question of threatened hunger-strike. So far as our interview 
was concerned, he did not refer to any intention to go on hunger- 
strike, but at the same time, I must make it clear that the way in 
which his food arrangement is managed does not inspi^ie any hope 
that he will continue to get good food or that he will continue to have 
charge of his own kitchen for some time to come. If he refuses to 
have charge of his own kitchen, I do not know what other arrangement 
can be made the$^. In any event, when we parted we were definitely 
of the opinion that he was not going to take any hasty action w'hich 
might jeopardise his health and will certainly give us time to deal 
with the matter. 

Now, as regards his repatriation to a better place either in Bengal 
or outside, as has been already stated by the Chief Minister, the present 
Cabinet of Bengal are not lacking in their efforts. They have already 
made a representation collectively to the Government of India and they 
have used whatever little infiueuce they might have upon the individual 
Members of the Government of India for the purpose of pressing their 
representation for consideration. The latest reply that has come to 
their representation and which has just been referred to by the Chief 
Minister, contains a clause, I understand, with regard to Mr. Samt 
Chandra Bose’s family allowance; it also refers to certain amenities 
which have also been mentioned by the Chief Minister. So far as the 
question of his repatriation or transfer to a better place or a place 
nearer to Calcutta is concerned, even if there is no ray of hope forth- 
coming, yet we can assure the honourable members that the Council of 
Ministers will carry on their untiring efforts to secure his repatriation 
to Bengal. We are fullv alive to our difBculties. The difficulties are 
all the greater because Mr. Bose is a prisoner of the Government of India 
and we are handicapped by that fact. Had he been a prisoner of the 
Government of Bengal, we could improve things more quickly. But 
so as the Government of Bengal is concerned, I might invite the 
honourable members’ attention to section 26 of the Government of 
Iftdia Act which provides that the Provincial Gk)vemments shall be 
bound to carry out any orders which the Ghovernnient of India may 
promulgaihe and direct them to carry out. That provision is insisted 
upon bcfliiise the Government of India have no agency of their own 
to can|j^ out their own orders in tjhq provinces excepting through the 
Proiiwcial Governments themselves. That is the constitutional posi- 
has enabled the Government of India to direct the Gtovem- 
Bengal, not the Council of Ministers, — because they dij^ not 
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iwoir^lp tke last hour of : his remoTal horn. Oileiotfa ahA thu^iiiay 
hs TeipiNl^--^ carry on their function in this province. This was done 
^thoiitf the ^ghtest reference to any Minister at all. «It was by nuMO 
accident that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister came to know about the 
propoOed removal^ of Mr. Bose only half an hour before the actual 
removal took place. The Chief Minister ran to the Alipore Jail and 
got himself in touch with the Secretary to the Governor who at once 
infbrmed him that it was the Home Member of the Government of 
India with whom he should communicate ; but the latter was not found 
over the *]}hone when the time for departure of Mr. Bose actually 
arrived. 

That, Sir, is the position with regard to the Government of Bengal. 
I am thankful for the opportunity which has been given to me by 
this adjournment motion of making the position clear. We have 
attempted to bring about an improvement in the situation and we shall 
continue our efforts in that direction. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
has said that the sooner the detention of Mr. Bose is terminated, the 
better will it be for everybody concerned in Bengal, because we our> 
selves have no right to assume that he is guilty, unless so declared by a 
competent court and it is from that point of view that we shall continue 
our efforts for his release, repatriation and improvement of amenities 
in regard to his living. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I ask him one 

question? 

Mr; PRESIDENT: Order, order. After the elaborate and candid 
statement made by the Hou’ble the Home Minister and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Basu, does Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta still desire to press his motion 
for adjournment? If so, then I shall be obliged to give my ruling 
on the point of jurisdiction. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I am very thankful for the 
statements that have come from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and 
Mr. Basu, and 1 should be more thankful if Hon’ble Mr. Basu will 
be pleased, to answer two more questi^ons by way of clarificatiq||| 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. . That can be done through a 
short>notice question. I have already given the honourable member 
sufficient latitude in view of the strong feeling of the House in the 
matter; but that is not the ordinary procedure. I suggest that his 
object will be served eqtially well by putting a short>notice question. 

ilr« LALIT GHANORA DAS: I have already tabled a short^nptioe 
que^on on the subject. Sir. 



Mr* PmtlRCNTl Will tliwe be mj diffioidly * 

short-notioe question on this subjects (To tbe Bbn’Ue tbe ' Home 
Minister). ^ 

The Hon’IMa Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, ^ir, there irili not 
l>e any difficulty. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTAs In that case/ 1 do not want to 
press my motion. « 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Buies, 1 nominate — 

(1) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Baja Bhupendra Naiayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(3) Mr. J. B. Boss, and 

(4) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 

% 

House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Buies, I nominate — 

Thh Deputy President (Chairman, ex~o^cio). 

Begum Hamida Momin, 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

Bai Badhica Bhusan Boy Bahadur, 

Mr. Kanai Lai Gk>8wami, and 

;Afr. Moaszemali Chowdhury, * 

.<)n the B[quse Committee for the current session. r 


Binlfet Eetimetae for the peer 1S4S<4S. 

Mr. PR<ESiDENT: The Hon’ble Finance Minister wiU< notr 
premnt the Budget Estimates of 4he Soveinmeiit of Bengil: foi^ the 
.yea#IA42-43. * ^ '■ 
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nil Dr. tYAMAFRAtAD MOOKilMEiS Sir/ 1 rise to 

presettt to the Bengal LegislatiTe Council the Budget Estimates for 
the ^Mtr 11^2-43. These estimates ' were presented to the Assembly 
yestet^y, and in the statement which I made on that occasion, I 
reriewed in considerable detail the general financial position of the 
Province as well as the salient features of our Budget proposals for 
the coming year. For the convenience of honourable members and in 
accordance with the practice copies of the statement will, with your 
permission, be made available to them. It will not be necessary for 
me in these^circumstances to tax their patience by traversing the same 
grounds once again. I shall accordingly confine myself to a brief 
analysis of our budgetary prospects and provisions. 


It has fallen to me to present my first Budget to this House at a 
time when swift and dramatic changes in the world situation tend to 
invest budgetary forecasts both of Revenue and of Expenditure with 
more than their customary element of uncertainty. The revenues of 
an agricultural province like Bengal are particularly sensitive to* 
economic fluctuations. The world at large which supplies the export 
markets for our principal money crop— jute — is in constant change and 
disturbance. Transport facilities, already somewhat restricted, have 
shrunk further as a result of Japan’s entry into the War. Owing to 
this shrinkage, the shares and prospective shares of the Province in the 
jute export duty have considerably declined. The risk of over-produc- 
tion and accumulation of unwanted stock has been thereby intensified. 
As the House is aware, the economic life of our Province depends largely 
upon the price of jute and any fluctuation in the price of this commodity 
is reflected in our receipts from Land Revenue, Registration, and 
Stamps. Our forecasts under these heads are based on the assdmption 
that the action which is being taken to stabilise the price of jute will 
meet with a substantial measure of success. 


On the expenditure side we are no longer in that happy position in 
which Government was free to draw up its programme of national 
reconstruction unhampered by the pressure of extraneous events. 
Twelve months ago, when the Budget for the current year was plkced 
before the House, the late Finance Minister expressed the hope that, 
given the additional revenue for .which the Legislature had been 
approached. Government would be able to embark on “an ever- 
increasing scale of expenditure on nation-building subjects.” With a 
growing realisation, however, of the dangers which threaten the civil 
population in the total war which is now being waged, it soon became 
manifest that nation-building work must yield precedence to the task 
of preserving and protecting the nation from tl^ effects of hostile 
activities. 

6 
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The principal danger to the civil population which arises from the 
ruthless methods of modern warfare is that from raids by hostile air- 
craft. This danger has been greatly enhanced in the case of Bengal 
by her proximity to the eastern theatre of war. The Gons’titution gives 
us no control or responsibility in regard to active defence against air 
raids such as the provision of anti-aircraft guns, searchlight batteries, 
and pursuit aircraft. But passive measures of protection fall largely 
within the provincial field. Thus, arrangements have to be made for 
medical assistance to casualties, the carrying on of essential services, 
the maintenance of food and water-supply and the putting out of fires 
caused by incendiary bombs. All these involve considerable expansion 
of the normal functions of Government, and expenditure far beyond the 
resources of the province is required for the purpose. There could be 
no scope under these circumstances for expenditure on nation-building 
subjects which it was at one time hoped to finance with the proceeds 
of new taxation. Indeed, it would have been impossible for us to take 
up the various measures of air raid precautions with the details of which 
honourable members mfist I think be already familiar, had it not been 
. for a generous measure of assistance from the Centre. 

I need not take up the time of the House by a narration of the 
stages through which a settlement of the respective quotas of the 
Centre and of this province was finally achieved. It will suffice if I 
set forth the main points of the Agreement as finally concluded. 
According to this Agreement the allocation of expenditure on Civil 
Defence measures between the Centre and the Procince will be as 
follows : — 

(1) The expenditure of each financial year will be treated 

separately. 

(2) The expenditure of each year will be divided into slabs. 

(3) The first slab will be borne entirely by the Province. It will 

normally be fixed at approximately 4 per cent, of the 

effective Provincial Revenue. 

(4) As a special case this wholly provincial slab, which amounts 

roughly to 50 lakhs for this Province, will be reduced to 25 

lakhs for the current year and 37§ lakhs for 1942-43. 

(5) The second slab will be one of 50 lakhs and will be shared 

equally between the Centre and the Province. 

(6) The third slab will also be of 50 lakhs and will be allocated 

between the Centre and the Province in the proportion of 

75 per cent, to 25 per cent. 

(7) In regard to expenditure about this point, only 12} per cent. 

will be borne by the Province and the balance by the Centre. 
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(8) As it will not be possible for Bengal to meet its share of the 
pooled expenditure out of current revenues, the Centre will 
make interest-free advances, repayable over a period of five 
years. 

An idea of the financial assistance which the Province is going to 
derive from the Agreement will be obtained from the fact that 
although the estimated expenditure on Civil Defence measures included 
in the Budget for the coming year is no less than 4 crores, the provin- 
cial share ‘of this will not greatly exceed 1 crore. 

Let me ifi)w turn to the details of the Budget. 

It is estimated that the coming year will start with an opening 
balance of 1 crore and 15 lakhs. This, however, includes 1 crore and 
75 lakhs of borrowed money, out of which 1 crore represents the 
proceeds of treasury bills, which it is estinmted will have to be issued 
early in March next ; and 75 lakhs is an advance from the Government 
of India in respect of the provincial share of Civil Defence expenditure 
in the current year. In point of fact, therefore, our effective opening 
balance is a negative figure of 60 lakhs. 


The Revenue Receipts in the coming year have been placed at 15 
crores and 70 laklis, Revenue Expenditure at 16 crores and 75 lakhs. 
There is thus a deficit in Revenue Account of 1 crore and 5 lakhs. 


.The closing balance is estimated at 79 lakhs only. This, too, is 
built up with borrowed money. Out of the advance of 75 lakhs from 
the Government of India for financing the provincial share of Civil 
^l)efen(je expenditure in the current year one-fifty will be repaid in 
1942-43) leaving 60 lakhs of the loan for future repayment. A further 
advanc/e of 1 ciore and 25 lakhs will be required for the same purpose 
in the coming year. The total amount of borrowed money *in our 
hands at the close of 1942-43 will thus be 1 crore and 85 lakhs. This 
means that our effective closing balance is a negative figure of I crore 
and 6 lakhs. 

On the Receipt side there are three items which appear to call for 
a few explanatory observations. The first of these relates to our 
receipts from the export duty on jute. I have already referred in 
general terms to the decline under this head which is due to the 
restriction of transport facilities as a result of the War. The magnitude 
of this decline is indee<l very considerable. In the last pre-autonomy 
year when the provincial share of the export duty was only 50 per cent., 
our receipts amounted to a crore and 90 lakhs. As against this, our 
receipts in the coming year at the enhanced percentage of sixty-two 
and a half are estimated at a crore and 25 lakhs only. 


On the other hand there has been an unexpected improvement in 
our receipts from Income-tax which, on present in^rmation, are placed 
at a (srore and 71 lakhs in the coming year against 83 lakhs in 1940-41 
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and a oxore and 46 laklis in t]b« current year. The rapid groerGi of 
revenue under this head is due to expansion of industrial activities as 
a result o| the war. Welcome aibtha improvement is to pe^ it would 
have been doubly so had it come on a genuine current of industrial 
prosperity instead of being linked Fi^h the ravages of a destructive 
War. 

f 

The last item of Receipt which. <xdls for individual mention is that 
from the proceeds of the three new taxation measures, namely, the 
Sales Tax, the Tax on Motor Spirit and the Raw Jute Sales Tax. It is 
estimated that with trade conditions more or less as they are at present 
the Sales Tax will bring in ..a crore in the ooming year. The yield 
from the Raw Jute Taxation is estizhated at 37 lakhs and that from 
the Tax on Motor Spirit at 5 lakhs only. The total revenue from new 
taxation is thus expected to be a*crore and 42 lakhs. 

On the Expenditure side, the Budget includes, as 1 have already 
stated, schemes of Civil Defence estimated to cost a little over 4 crores. 
Out of this the net expenditure debitable to provincial revenue is 1 
crore and 25 lakhs. Full details of the items of Civil Defence for 
which provision has been made have been set forth in the Red Book 
which has been circulated to honourable members. It will be observed 
that about 2 crores will be required for payment to the personnel of 
various A. R. P. Services. The balance is accounted for by several 
other measures, such as the construction of shelters, the relief of 
pereons rendered homeless by air attacks, fire-fighting organizations, 
rescue and demolition services, and increased hospital accommodation 
for air-raid casualties in vulnerable areas. 

It will be realised that the magnitude of this expenditure precludes 
the possibility of undertaking any large schemes of new expenditure 
under the other heads of the Budget. Provision has, however, been 
made for a few items of special importance and urgency among which 
the following deserve individual mention. 

The Education Budget includes an additional provision of 5 lakhe 
for the improvement of primary education over and above and provision 
in the current year’s Budget. A sum of one lakh and a half has been 
provided for replenishing the Scheduled Castes Education Fund. A 
lun^ .provision of 1 lakh has been included for the premotion of 
oommunal harmony which is urgently necessary alike for the welfare 
of the Province and the successfrd prosecution of War efEorts. Two 
lakhs have been provided for the establishment of a much-needed 
Home for Indian seamen in Calcutta. A provision of three lakhs and 
throe quarters has been made in the Industries Budget for the purchase 
of quinine frorn outside. This step is necessary in order that adequate 
supplies mny be available for the free dis4>lH|^ion of quinine by the 
Public Health Department. The Loans Pnlget ..contains a provimon 
of 2 lal^ for the scheme of removal of beggars Ikigp Gakuttn : 7 lakhs 
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for fiiMpQuig \iaiid Mortgage BaaJca and 1 lakh for the excayation of 
tanks nnder the Bengal Tanks Improvement Act. There is also a 
spociid grant, made for the Tuberohlosis Hosintal at Jadavphr. 

Before I conclude, may I make some general Observations. We have 
come into office at one of the most oritical periods in the history of this 
country. We, 'belonging to different communities and political parties 
have agreed, in spite of the differences that once separated us, to stand 
on a common platform for advancing the welfare of the great province 
to which we owe our deep allegiance. We felt greatly perturbed by 
reason of th§ communal bitterness that had spread its malign influence 
throughout the province during the . lasjt flve years. We believe 
genuinely that we can solve our' national problems not by merely 
emphasising our differences but by fi^kly recognising their existence, 
seeing each other’s point of view in a spirit of sympathetic under- 
standing and removing by our deeds and not words, the root causes of 
mutual distrust and suspicion. 

Preservation of internal peace and communal harmony is imperative 
at all times. It is more so at a critical period like the present when 
we stand face to face before a war the like of which the world has not 
witnessed. So long as the present Ministry will be in office, it will 
be its honest endeavour to uphold a just and strong administration 
seeking to advance national prosperity by a proper and adequate adjust- 
ment between apparently conflicting claims and interests. .To-day local 
disputes and differences must shrink into the background in the presence 
of the graver danger that threatens our very existence. All those who 
are anxious to see India attain that freedom which is her birth-right, 
*maintaiqing her integrity in the fullest measure, must be asking them- 
selves how best they can serve India at this hour of our trial. The 
powers that we enjoy under the Constitution are limited in character 
and are ill-suited to meet the demands of the present situation. This 
province has, however, formulated schemes of Civil Defence, the success 
of which depends entirely on popular support. There are other 
problems vitally affecting the economic stability and internal security 
of the province in a period of emergency which are already engaging 
the serious attention of Government. The Ministry confidently asks 
for the active sympathy and co-operation of all sections of the people, 
irrespective of race, community and political creed. It is not by means 
of Civil Defence alone that we can hope to save ourselves. That 
undaunted spirit of calmness and courage, maintained in spite of the 
heaviest odds, comes from a combination of both military a nd civil 
defence measures representing the best efforts of the nation. We have 
every reason to believe the Bengalees can give a good account of 
themselves as members of an all-qomprehensive national army involving 
the display of leadership and tact, of tenacity and bravery. If the 
comes in the right spirit at this hour of peril, the response is bound to 
be worthy of the occasion. I confidently ask for active sympathy and 
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support frMU this fiQUse, and I- sincerely ^pe that the observations 
which members may make nrill abound in instructive suggestions 
indicating in a precise and definite mecnner their view-point, not only 
on the eteps we have already taken .b\|t also on those that we should 
take so as to enable Bengal to play her part worthily and bravely in 
this hour of unprecedented crisis. 


Prasmtation of demands for oxoess okpondituro in 1989-40. 

r 

The Hon'blo Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD iMOOKERdEE: Sir, I beg to 
present to the Bengal Legislative Council the demand in respect of 
expenditure incurred in excess of Grants and Appropriations in 1939- 
40. Exceds expenditure occurred under threS heads, namely, Begistra- 
tion. Ports and Pilotage and Educatibn. The matter has been 
considered by the Public Accounts Sommittee. Reasons of these 
excesses have been set forth fully in. the Memorandum which will 
shortly be submitted. I need not take up the time of the House in 
giving further detail. 

Sir, I also 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: On a point of information. Sir. 
Sir, I want to know whether any member from this Council was taken 
on the Public Accounts Committee. I was not myself present when it 
was settled in the last session that a member of this Council should be 
present in that Committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Let the Finance Minister first 
present the Finance Accounts. 


PrtMntation of the Finanoo Aoeounts for 1949-41. 

Tho Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, in 
partial compliance with section 169 of the Government of India Act, I 
beg to present the Finance Accounts of 1940-41 and the Audit Report of 
1940-41. The Appropriation Accounts for 1940-41 and the Audit 
Report thereon is unfortunately not yet available. The Auditor- 
General has intimated that the certificate of audit of the amount of the 
transaction of Government of Bengal has not yet been received from 
the Home Auditor-General in England. So, it is not possible for me 
to present the mport. The publication will, however, be laid before 
this House after it is received from the Auditor-General. , 
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Mr. FREBIDEttts 1 may inform Ifr. Dutta that the proper time 
for raising the objection, about the Pnblio Accounts Committee will be 
when the Hon’ble Finance Minister, wou^d prestot* the Appropriation 
Acoounle. ' 

. ' • 

What about laying the amendments to the Bengal Motor Yehicles 
Buies P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0BH KOMAR BABU : I am sorry the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge is, not present in the Chamber now. 

Mr. pAeBIDENT: Then I adjourn the House till ^-15 p.m. 
to-morrow, the 18th February. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 18th 
February, 1942. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. [17to Ebb., 1M2.) 


The following memhera were abeent from fhe meeting held on the 
17th February, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Bakeh. 

(2) Bai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose. 

(3) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Esma^. 

(5) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Dhaziul Huq. 

a 

(7) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(9) Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerjea. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(12) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur. 
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WELCOME TO OHIANO MAI-SHEM. 




Kliail Sahib ASDUL HAMIO GHOWDHURYt I fully 
asflociate myself with every word that has falleix from the Bps of the 
Hon’hle Lehder of the House in moving theLiwaolut>pn ‘im^,imn8idera> 
tion. It is our great delight and proud privilege have this 

opportunity to extend - our hearty and cordial welcome to Their 
Excellencies Madame Ghiang Kai-Shek and. the Generalissimo of China 
on this happy occasion of theii^ historic visit to this city of ours. 
Harbingers of a new faith and ambassador of Chinese culture and 
civilisation, we welcome them in our midst.. 

. The history of China during the last decade is but th4^ story of the 
manifold activities and outstanding services rendered by these two 
greatest leaders of the Chinese nation. His Excellency the Generalis- 
simo has successfully organised the resistance of the free and brave 
Chinese nation to the relentless onslaughts of Japanese aggression. A 
true disciple of Dr. San Tat Sen, it is he who kept alight the torch 
of freedom against a very powerful and well-prepared enemy. In all 
his achievements — ^glorious and noble — ^the personal contribution of 
Her Excellency is also very great indeed. The noble Madame has been 
a living inspiration to the Chinese nation — nay, to the whole world. 
We have read with delight and admiration how frequently the Lady 
has exposed herself to the great dangers of war by accompanying her 
husband on his campaigns. 

We are really proud of the great honour done to this city of ours by 
the august visit of the Marshal and his noble consort which, we hope, 
will strengthen our ceutury-dld bond of intellectual and cultural fellow- 
ship. Our national poet Babindra Nath was the first to raise bis voice' 
of protest against the criminal Japanese onslaught on the world’s most 
ancient civilisation and culture. The sincerest- prayer of this noblest 
sage of India will not, I hope, go in vain. Let us hope mudh will come 
out of this gracious and timely visit of China’s leader. 

I think, <Sir, I wsice the feelings of the entire House when I say 
that every one of us prays sincerely and fervently that this memorable 
visit win culminate in results to be recorded in golden letters in the 
future history of world’s freed9|p^.a^d c^ture. With these words. 
Sir, I lend by whole-hearted support to the resolution moved so ably 
by the Hon’ble Leader of the House. * 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRl ;Mr. President, Sir, I beg to associate 
m^^lf with the resolution which .has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Lei^H^ of this House. It is a ve^ cnj^eal> moment in the- history of 
ihe world when Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang 
Mai-Shek visit this country and their visit has a i^pecial significance, 
not only in the prOs^t context of time whbre we find ourselves, Ijpt 
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•1®®. coimtry witick w« iaihAibit. G^eral 

^iai^^^^-Skek and Madame Chiang Kai-Shek aad Chinese people 
course e{, the last five years shown what can be done 
by a i>ej^]ie*^on aroused people — if there is the consciousness of a 

if there is the realisation of the values for which 
they fight. ' I think it was JKadame Chiang Kai-Shek who in a speech 
a few' days ago stated that when China started her war some five years 
ago, the Chinese fought with bare hands and bare flesh. That was all 
the armainciit that they could offer against the attack, as recent history 
has demonstrated beyond the shadow of any doubt, of one of the most 
powerful nations of the world. Yet, Sir, in spite of the absence of 
ammunitions or weapons, in spite of the absence of adequate support 
from J;hose nations which profess to fight for democracy and fre^om, 
in spite of lack of effective help from any other power, China almost 
single-handed opposed what history will perhaps recognise as the 
mightiest military power in the world to-day. Not only was China 
not helped, but in very many cases the instruments of war were 
supplied to the aggressors by powers who realise their mistake too late 
to-day. Therefore, Sir, the presence of the General and Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek to-day in India is an augury of good so far as this 
country is concerned, and I hope. Sir, an augury of good so far as the 
British and Indian relations also are concerned. There is no doubt 
to-day that China and England are fighting side by side as Allies in. a 
cause whose victory might very well see the liberation of mankind. 
We are also hoping that this visit of the General and Madame Chiang 
Kai-Shek will synchronise with a similar transformation in the rela- 
•tions between India and England. So long we were reading of wars in 
newspapers but to-day this country has been faced with the grim 
reality of war. Our country also can fight, as the people of China have 
fought for the last five years, if we have similar cause to uphold. We 
also can fight with that indomitable spirit which has enabled the 
Chinese people to resist the onslaughts of the mightiest military machine 
o| the world. I have no doubt, Sir, that if to-day** free India becomes 
the ally of a free England and fights like an ally and not as an 
appendage of the British Empire, here also the invaders will meet with 
the same resistance that they have 4 ?et in China and in Russia. 
Tin fort un ately, neither England nor India is free to-day. One is 
burdened by the weight of' its Empire while the other is crushed down 
under political and economic bondage. That is whjt neither England 
nor India has fought as they can, and as Ruisians and Chinese, and 
even the Americans are fighting to-day. We shall have to fight in 
any case if our country is invaded but we can fight with single-heaited 
devetien only as a free nation in this turning point of history. Aaune 
of the Ambassadors of Hope of the future of mankind, I would welcome 
on behalf of this House General Chiang Kai-Bfaek and Madame Chiai^ 
Kid-Sll«k to this country of ours. 
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Mr. KAMIffI KUMAR DUTTAs Sir, on my behalf W on l»du^ 
of the Congreas Party in thia Honae, 1 aaaooiate myaelf irhoUkheartedly 
with the reaolntion moved by the honourable Leader of the House 
extending a cordial welcome to Their Excellenciea General Ghiang Kai- 
Shek and Madame Chiang Kai Shek on the occasion of their viaiMk) tiiis 
country. The relation between India and China had existed from 
very ancient time. This is not the first time when visits have been 
exchanged between the representatives of Indian and Chinese culture 
and good-will. However, Sir, I need not dilate on this matter now. 

Sir, recent experiences of Russia and China have dembnstrated the 
fact that a total war can be successfully resisted only when the people 
come to regard it as a People’s war. Mercenary soldiers cannot resist 
a total war. It is only when a nation fights for its existence as a free 
people that the enemy can look forward to a desperate resistance. 
This is the lesson we get from China. The august visit of Marshal 

Chiang Eai-Shek to this country will not have been in vain if our 

British rulers would hear this great truth in mind and modify their 
policy accordingly. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I whole-heartedly 
associate myself with the resolution so ably moved by the honourable 

Leader of the House. Sir, a great man in history, nay, one of the 

gi^atest patriots of the world lias trome to this historic city of Calcutta. 
China, with which India has got an ancient relation, China, which is 
the cradle of ancient civilization, China, whose relation with this un- 
fortunate country is very old and historic, the President of that great 
Republic has come in our midst with a message of inspiration which 
shows how a nation can ibe united under an able and inspired leader 
and saved from the ruthless oppression of a deadly antagonist. When 
Japan, without formally de(‘l^ring war invaded China, she was a 
disunited nation and this great man appealed to the civiliced world for 
help and succour but his appeal was ignored because all the powers 
which have now been condemning Japan, were then practically 
supporting Japan’s aggression upon China. In that hour of her great 
danger, in that supreme momeut^of despair, this great m^ stood alone 
before the Chinese nation, and after a hhril struggle of 5 years, what 
do we find? We find that a great China has come into being, and a 
great nation has sprung into life under the inspiration of this great 
leader and is fighting one of the m(»t mighty enemies for oyer 5 years. 
This struggle on her part has inspired us with a hope for the future of 
this unfortunate country, for we are fighting now just as China did 
in the beginning as a disunited nation. We are disunited even .when 
this oountzy, specially Bengal, nearing the great war; it is a gr^j 
pity thAt we should stijUbe disunited if hen the war is Jmoohing at 
very door. We most sincerely welcome, this. great hofp whose Ifavery 
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Km uufjiiiBdl'ilM OhinMe nation and has taught tha world tha laoson of 
luyw a iMl^on can fig^ht single-handed, however great the odda may be 
against it. I feel myself to be very proud to welcome so g^reat a mah 
in our- midst. With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the 
resolution moved by the honourable Leader of the House. 

Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* Sir, it is a proud privilege of 
Bengal to welcome His Excellency Marshal Ohiang £ai-Shek and 
Madame fo our province. The Marshal represents in himself the 
spirit of libeirty. At the present moment, India along with the rest of 
the British Empire is engaged in a grim struggle. China has be^n 
fighting for her liberty for the last five years and she has demonstrated 
successfully what a determined nation can do to protect her freedom. 
I hope the presence of these honoured guests will inspire the different 
parties in India with the same spirit of unity as we find in China to-day 
and will inspire the British Government with a wider vision so that 
they may agree to invest India with the same power that has enabled 
China to defend her liberty, and we can stand together and fight 
together for a cause to which we are all wedded. With these words, 
I associate myself whole-heartedly with the resolution moved by the 
honourable Leader of the House. 

fUfi B. R088: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of the Europeiin 
Party I desire to associate myself whole-heartedly with the resolution 
of welcome to Marshal Chiaug Kai-Shek and his good wife to this 
j)rovince. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that this 
Council extends its most cordial welcome to Their Excellencies 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang Kai-Shek on ths 
occasion of their visit to this province. 

• (The resolution was agreed to.) 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Repairs to sohooi buitcliiiga* 

24. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will ths 
Hon* ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) if a deputation of the representatives of the Distihct Skdiool 
Boards has waited upon him recently at Darjeeling; and 

<n) if the said deputation has urged the modification of the rules 
restricting expenditure on repair to the ’school buildings? 
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(b) If th« auswttr to the alwye quostion be in tbe affi)niiatiire, iHU'tlie 
Hon'ble Minieter be pleased to state the decision of the OoeeanamMit on 
the point nxged by the deputationistsF 

MINISTER in ohnrgo of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*Me Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Yes. 

(6) The District School Boards have been allowed to spend up to 
2 per cent, of their income on repairs to building's of prinomxy schools. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will*the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if by two per cent, of the total income, he 
means the total allotment under the head “Civil Works” or the* total 
income of the Board ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The total income 
el the Board. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what modification of the previous Govern- 
ment order has been made by allowing this two per cent, to be spent 
en repairs? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not pre- 

pared to answer this question just now and I ask for notice. 

« 

Quarters for Sub-Registrars. 

25. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state if there are any sub-registry offices where there are no qua^i^ters 
for the Sub-Registrars or their staff? • 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of such sub-registry 
offices ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the views of the 
Government in the matter? 

Tha Hon’blo khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) The names are not readily available. The number 6f sub- 
legistry offices wh^e there are quarters is 32 out of the to^l number 
of 331 offices. 

(c) Government recognise the necessity to build quarters for Sub- 
Begistrars. Lack of funds has been and still is the difficulty. • 
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Kfcli^iliib AtOUt. HAMID CHOWimUllYl WiU ilM Hbik'ble 
JfiHiiitir**b6 pleased to state who arranges for quarters of the Sub- 
Begistraan and their staff where there is no OoTemment* quarters and 
who pays the house rentP 

The Hon’bto Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM s I have not been 
able to go through the papers yet and I ask for notice. 


^ Midnapore Oollege. 

29 . Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on bahalf of Rai 
Bahadpr Manmatha Nath Boso): (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state what is the 
date on which the opinion of the Legal Bemembrancer regarding the 
Midnapore College was given, wherein he held that the college should 
be treated as a Government college and financed accordingly? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay the opinion of the 
Legal Bemembrancer on the Table of the House? 

(c) When do the Government propose to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Legal Bemembrancer? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) 2Qth 
November, 1930. 

(b) The opinion of the Law Officer of Government is not usually 
jmade public. 

(c) The matter still awaits the final decision of Government. 


A.C. and D.C. Syatems of Eleotrieity in Caloutta. 

27. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur): Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce .and Labour Department be pleased to state— 

(a) what is the area under the A.C. system of electric energy in 

Calcutta ; 

(b) what is the area under the A.C. system in the Calcutta suburbs; 
(o) what is the area under the D.C. system in Calcutta ; 

{d) what is the area under the D.C. system in the Calcutta 
suburbs ; 

(e) what is the average expense per unit of the Caloutta Electric 
Supply Company for the A.C. current ; 

(/) what is the average expense per unit of the company for the 
D.C. current; 
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(g) what is the he 

•yetem is to he converted into the D.C. system in tiie 

BaUygunge area, where the A.O. system exists; and 

(h) what is the net income and also the net profit of the company 

in each of the years 1938, 1939 and 1940 f 

The Hon’lile Khan Baluuiur M. ABDUL KARIM s (a) to (d) The 

area in Calcutta and suhurhs within the following boundaries is supplied 
with D.G. system of electric energy. The area supplied witU' electrical 
energy by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, outside 
this area are under A.C. system of supply : — 

Commencing at the east bank of the river Hooghly in the Baraaagrer 
district along north side of Kootighat Street to the junction of Victoria 
Boad ; east side of Victoria Boad to the junction with Kashi Nath Dutta 
Street; along North side of Kashi Nath Dutta Street, east side Barrack> 
pore Trunk Boad, Pran Krishna Mookerjee Boad, New Canal Boad, 
Canal East Boad, Narkeldanga Boad, Baja Bajendro Lai Hitter Boad, 
Bahir Sura Boad, Sura 1st Lane, Sura East Boad, Bashmoni Bagan 
Boad, crossing Beliaghata Canal, Kulia Tangra 3rd Lane, Chingri* 
ghata Lane, Tangra Boad for a distance of 374 yards westwards from 
the junction with Chingrighata Lane, then proceeding southwards 
Gobra Boad North, South Boad Entally, Phulbagan Boad, Hook Lane, 
Beniapukur Boad, Crematorium Street, Jamnagar Boad, Jhautala 
Boad, Chamru Ostagar Lane, Nurulla Doctor’s Lane, Nazarali Lane, 
Ahiripukur 1st Lane, Ahiripukur Boad, BaUygunge Store Boad, 
through Bodyguard Lines, BaUygunge Circular Boad, Hazra Boad, ' 
Bussa Boad South, Eastern Bengal Bailway Line, Diamond tCarboiu^ 
Boad, Ekbalpore Lane, Bhukaylash South Boad, then crossing Boat 
Dock, East side of Docks Nos. 1 and 2, Tidal Basin to Hooghly Biver. 

Howrah . — Starting from West bank Biver Hooghly, Joya Bibi’s 
Lane, Chundalpara Lane, Hooghly Boad (from Naskurpara Lane), 
Malle Panohghora, East Indian Bailway Line, Benares Boad, Belgachia 
Boad, Luokin Chakurbuty Lane, Kaulapokur Lane, Bantra Boad, Kalli 
Chand Nondy Lane, Circular Boad, Chowdrypara Lane, Brojo Nath 
Lahiry’s Lane, Baura Boad, Circular Boad, Curres Boad, Dane Chake 
Lane, Government Botanical Gardens, Foreshore Boad, Biver Hooghly. 

(e) and (/) Figures showing the average expense of supplying A.C. 
and D.C., respectively, are not maintained and it is not possible to 
calculate the expense from the statutory accounts of the Company. 

(g) The estimated cost to change the A.C. system in the BaUygunge 
area to D.C. cannot be furnished without considerable expense and 
labour which it is considered desirable to avoid in the present 
emergency. • 
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“net^ mcom»V fpid -.y^t , # 0 i| 4liar. 

Gc^pp^ aets of accounts of the Corporation for 1938, 1090 and 1940 am 
hoireVai; placed on the Library Table for the information of tha 
honourable member. 


Low woiM off loliOHrort. 

28. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZXAMUODIN HOSAINl Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour I)epart> 
ment be leased to state — * 

(a) if he is aware that the prices of foodstuffs have gone up by more 
than 50 per cent, and those of cloths by 75 per cent. ; 

if he is aware that the wages of labourers (particularly of 
agricultural labourers) are not showing any signs of 
increase ; 

(c) if he is aware of the distressed condition of the labour popula- 

tion as a result of such high prices ; and 

(d) if he proposes to take any steps to alleviate their sufferings? 

The Hon’ble Khen Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Tes, the 
prices of both foodstuffs and cloths have gone up, but so far as food- 
stuffs are concerned, the rise in prices is more than 50 per cent, only in 
respect of a few commodities. 

(6) 1 have no reliable information regarding the wages of agrioul* 
tural labourers but so far as industrial labour is concerned, increase in 
basic w^ges or additional allowances in the shape of dearness allowances, 
etc. have been granted to workers in many important industrial under- 
takings and public utility concerns. 

(c) No, I do not think that the condition of industrial labour in 
general is really very distressing. 

^ (d) Vide reply to parts (b) and (c) above. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 

reference to (a) will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state what has been 
the percentage of increase in respect of rice ? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Rice or paddy? 
The difference between the rise in the price of rice and that of the rise 
in the price of paddy is not much comparatively. I think rice has 
gone up, by what they call, the index figure of 122, that is to say, the 
increase in price is between 20 and 22 per cent. That is my present 
information. I am reviewing the whole question and it would be 
better if the honourable member will put this question again on soma 
future occasion. * 
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Hon’ble kindlj al«o enquiro in tbe moffusil to tlie rate of 

wages of the agrioultural labouiors in that connection if I put a fresb 
question P 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM I I may enquire 
to that extent but my Department tells me that it would be a very 
difficult and protracted process. If the honourable member will insist 

on having that, I may make an attempt to get that figure also. 

• 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN r Are the rises in prices of the 
articles sold by the agriculturists and purchased by the agriculturists 
— I mean articles like cloth, etc. — in parity or is there a vast divergence 
between the twoP 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My present 
information is that the price of rice has gone down and the price of 
cloth has gone up. I shall soon make a statement — ^an exhaustive 
statement — about the whole position of the prices of different 
commodities. 


Inoraasa in priaa af daily naaaatarias. 

28. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government is aware of the fact that the price of daily 

necessaries, particularly of rice and coal, has increased 100 
per cent, in this Province since June last; and 

(b) if so, what steps, if any, has the Government taken for 

lowering the price of these necessaries P 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) The price 
of most of the necessaries of life has increased but the increase is seldom 
100 per cent. The average price of rice now is 53 per cent, higher than 
ithat on the 1st September, 1939: that is the basic price according to 
which we prepared our indexes; the price of coal rose more than 100 
per cent, but it has now come down. 

(b) The rise in prices is mostly due to economic causes over which 
Government have no oontrol. Government are^ however, talcing all 
possible steps to check undue rise in prices. 
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ernmAiii aware of the fact that there are different prioei in (MMtl Hial'keis 
over different parts of Calcutta. Somewhere the price ie double than 
that of 6 months agoF 

Tilt Hon’Mt KImii Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM l 1 am not aware 

of that ihut I will make an enquiry on the line suggested. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be^pleased to indicate the directions in which steps are being 
taken to control the prices? 

Tha Hon’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have a 
complete note submitted to me, partly from the (Government of India 
and partly from the Bengal (lovernment. Unfortunately, I am unable 
to-day to enlighten the honourable member on the point, but I hope to 
be able to do that in future. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what the Government consider to be undue rise in prices and 
what actual steps are being taken to check the same? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The whole thing 
is ‘under my consideration; it has been partly done and there is 
something remaining to be considered. T hope to place the whole 
position before the House soon. 

Maiiivi ABUL QUA8EM: 1 am sorry, Sir, the Hou’ble Minister 
has not answered my question. I ask, what, according to Government, 
is undue rise in prices. This is a very grave matter of public interest 
and 

• Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Please put one question at a 
time so that you can get proper replies. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: All right, Sir. What (Government 
considers to be undue rise in prices at the present time? 

Tha Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: By undue rise 
in prices we understand prices which are not justified by the existing 
condition. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Do the Government realise that the 
present conditions do not justify this rise? Do they know that those 
conditions which might justify this rise in prices do not exist nowf 
Do they realise that, are they conscious of that^ 
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conditions mutt taken into oonsidoration. 

Mlttlvi ABUL QUA8EM: For instance? 

The Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For instance, 
take the case of wheat. There is plenty of wheat in the Punjah but 
the difiSiCulty is the shortage of wagon. We cannot bring wheat from 
the Punjab and necessarily there is inflation in the price of wheat in 
Bengal. Here we have got only about a week’s consumj^tion. This 
is one of the conditions which has brought about a rise in the price of 
wheat. 

t 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then 

Mr* PRE8I0EIIT: Well, that cannot be allowed in a supple* 
mentary question : you are now arguing your point which is not allowed 
under our rules. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then I put another question. What is 
the actual step in the contemplation of Government to check this, what 
is called by Government an undue rise in prices? 

The Hon'ble Kban Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Taking all 
possible steps. This much I can say positively. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then, is the mind of Government totally 
blank in this respect? 

(No reply.) 

Exoiae shops. 

41. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID DHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be 
pleased to state the number of excise shops of each class, district by 
district, and the number of Caste Hindu, Scheduled Caste and Muslim 
vendors of each class of shops, district by district? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any circular haa 
been issued by the Government directing favourable consideration of 
the cases of candidates of the Scheduled Castes in the matter of settle* 
ment of excise shops? 

(e) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
ICinister be pleased to state if similar direction has been given for the 
candidates coming from the Muslim community? If not, why i^bt?^ 
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K^ftrlll fei ^taft tt ttm P«Rtm tXMtt BI^IIT* 
illl^ ^tlit Hon'bla Mr. UpMidri Nath ■iniimii)! («) The statietioH 
W011I4 9 <i>t prove to be of value commensurate with the labour involved 
in oidleGtion: 

(6) and (c) No speoial instructions have been issued to give favour* 
able consideration exclusively to candidates of the Scheduled Castes 
but a general circular has been issued to give special consideration to 
the claims of all the minority communities when the representation of 
such communities in excise shops is disproportionately small. 

Khan Sahib ABOUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state what he means by the term “minority 
communities “ P Which are the minority communities in Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN; I am nut quite 
definite about the implications of the circular which had been issued 
by the previous Government. My department has, however, taken it 
to mean the Scheduled Castes as well as the Mussalman commimity 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Scheduled Castes 
as well as the Muslims as a minority community P 

The Hon’blo Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: My department 
has taken it in that light. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state on what basis he considers the Muslim 

community as a minority community P 
« 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Well, I have 
already said that my department probably understood it in this way. 
In a district where the number of Muslim excise shops were dispro- 
portionately small, the Muslims were taken as a minority community. 
That might be a reason, but I am not quite sure. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister please state if he is in a position to deny that the claims of 
the majority community in Bengal have been ignored in the matter 
of the settlement of excise shops P 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Does the 
honourable member refer to the past or to the present? 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Well, up till 
no«r. 
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Thf Hon’jMt 11^ VFEIIIIilA NATfl ftHRHAN: Sa^ir m ilie past 
is concerned, I may sitate tbk much that before the drcular was 
issued, no consideration was paid to the point as to whether a shop 
was being leased out to a Hindu or to a Muhammadan or to any other 
community; nor was any list kept, community by community, of the 
issue of licenses. Such lists are, however, being kept now. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In view of this 
reply of the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to state if he accepts 
responsibility for the circular or not? ^ 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: I am examining 
the question afresh. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he has come to reply to this question without 
knowing what he is replying toP 

(No reply.) 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
that a list is being kept now under the present Ministry P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Yes. Lists of 
new licenses that are being issued are being kept together with the 
name of the communities to which they are issued. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I should like to. invoke 
the protection of the Chair in the matter of our right to put questions. 
In regard to this particular question, the Hon’ble Minister replies in 
(a) that * ‘statistics would not prove to be of value commensurate with 
the labour involved in collection”. These very statistics were given 
in reply to one question of mine by the previous Minister and I think 
it will be found in the proceedings of the House. So, I would only 
point out that this sort of reply is nothing but evading the real point. 
May we have a ruling on this point fronii the Chair? Putting of 
questions is really a valued privilege of the members of this House. 
I would, therefore, request you, Sir, to give us a ruling oh this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter of putting questions is certainly. a 
privilege of the House. But I am afraid the Chair is not in a 
position to direct what kind of reply Gkvemment should make. If the 
answers are unsatisfactory, in proper cases motions for the adjoumihent 
of the House or even motions of no-confidence against the Ministers 
concerned are allowed; these are the weU^nown remedies tlmt^ i^ 
be resorted to by the members of the House in extreme cases. 
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4& Kiwii tahiS ABDUL HAMID OHOWDMURY: (a) WUl the 

Hoh’Ma Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be 
pleased to state what is the policy of the Government in determining 
whether a Superintendent or an Inspector of Excise shoiild hold charge 
of a district? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— ~ 

(i) if ih is a fact that Mymensingh is the biggest district in the 
Province; 

(it) if in the past a Superintendent of Excise has all along been 

* placed in charge of the same district; and 

(iti) if an Inspector of Excise has lately been put in charge of the 
said district ? 

(c) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why an Inspector has been placed 
in charge of Excise administration of such a big district? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

« 

(t) what is the normal period for which a Superintendent or an 
Inspector is generally allowed to o<mtinue in the same 
station ; and 

(it) how long the present incumbent at Mymensingh is carrying on 
there? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: (a) The districts 
which are considered more important from the [mint of view of Excise 
administration are placed in charge of Superintendents as far as possi* 
ble. But strict observance of this policy has not been possible as the 
cadre of Superintendents now consists of 16 officers only and there is 
do leave reserve in that cadre. Government have recently decided to 
increase the cadre of Superintendents and abolish the posts of Inspectors- 
in>charge in order to do away with the anomalous system of placing 
some districts in charge of Superintendents and some in charge of 
Inspectmrs-in-charge. 

(h) (t) Yes. But there are some smaller districts which yield much 
higW excise revenue and in which more excise crimes are committed. 

(it) Not always. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(o) Does not arise. 

(0 Not more than five years. 

{U) A little more than four years. 
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Minister be pleased to state if officeie are oocasicmidly transferred even 
witbin a sborter space of time than two yeimP 

Tilt Hon’lllt Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: If it is justified 
by reasons, such transfer is made. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be' pleased to state if he was prepared to allow the benefit of 
the services of a Superintendent in a big district like Mymensingh in 
the near future in view of the fact that the present incumbent has 
already been there for the maximum period there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: As has been 
stated in the printed reply — Government have recently decided to 
increase the cadre of Superintendents and abolish the posts of Inspectors- 
in-charge so that this difficulty would be solved. Inspectors-in-charge 
are going to be placed in the cadre of Superintendents. 

Si 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY:' >re all Inspectors 
going to be placed in the cadre of Superintendent? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMi|N: I^ot all. 


Oinohona Faotory. 

4S. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total strength of the staff in the Giimhona Factory 

(except menials) ; 

(b) how many of them are Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Hindus, and 

Moslems; 

(o) what is the pay drawn by each such officer; 

(d) if any appointment is soon going to be made, or has reo^t]> 

been made ; 

(e) if the appointment will go to a Hindu or a Moslem ; 

(/) if ^e appointment has been advertised; if so, in whit paper; 
and 

(p) if not, why Uot? ^ 
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Tlf BURMANl Th« ai»^«r it 

foTBidlod below against each clause: — 

(a) Okisetted officers ... 8 

Clerks ... 3 

Total 6 

(b) Europeans Nil 

An^lo-Indians Nil 

Hindus (including one hillinuu) 4 

* Muslims Nil 

Buddhists (hillman) 2 


(c) One gasetted officer (Hindu) 1(8.740 (scale Rs.740 to Bs. 1,100). 

One gazetted officer (Hindu), Bs.260 (scale Hs.l50 to Bs.GOO). 

One gazetted officer (Hindu), Rs.200 (scale Bs.l50 to Bs.GOO). 

One clerk (Hindu, hillman), Bs.d5 (fixed). 

One clerk (Buddhist, hillinau), Bs.80 (scale Bs.Oo to Bs.SO). 

One clerk (Buddhist, hillman), Bs.4t) (scale Bb. 40 to Bs.60). 

-(d) An officer was appointed recently. 

(e) The post was not affected by Communal Ratio Buies. 

(/) Yes; it was advertised in the daily issues of (1) Statesman, (2) 
*Amrita Pazar Patrika, (3) Star of India, (4) Ananda Bazar Patrika, 
(6) Azad and (6) Hindusthan Standard. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In reply to question (d) the 
answer given is “An offic^er was appointed recently”. May we know 
vfliether the incumbent is a Hindu or a Muslim or a Buddhist? Was 
there any Muhammadan candidate? Did any Muhammadan candidate 
apply for this appointment? 

Thd Hon’bla Mr. UPENORA NATH BURMAN: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May we know who made the 

appointment, whether it was made by the Public Service Commission 
or by the Excise Minister? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: It was no doubt 
filled up by the Ministry but the recommendations were made by the 
Public Service Commission. * 
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Khan Bahadur ATAIIR RAHMAN i Then, why thib department 

was particularly chosen to have a bar against the Muslims P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: There was no 
bar. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In that case, why have all 
the appointments gone to the Hindus and Buddhists and not a single 
to Muslims P 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Arguments cannot be allowed in a question. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any member of the Scheduled Castes in this 
department and is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Communal 
Ratio Rules are not being followed by the different departments of this 
Government ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister can only answer for his 
own department. He cannot be expected to know the position in other 
departments. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Communal Ratio Rules, so far as the representation of the 
Scheduled Castes is concerned, are not being followed? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In which Department? In the ,Hon’ble‘ 
Minister’s Forest and Excise Department? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: All right. Sir. In this department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Sir, the main 
question relates to the staff in the Cinchona Factory. Am I to answer 
a general question whether my department 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I rule that the question is out of order. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN:* With 
referenoe to (e) the answer is “The post was not i^cted by Communal 
Ratio Rules”. May 1 know what was the nature of the post and why 
was it not affected by the Communal Ratio Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: It is the 

Darjeeling District where the cinchona factory is artsdtei and 
accordingly the i^ovision of the Commnna.1 Ratio Rules does not aqpply 
to appointments made in the Darjeeling District. 
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KNlHl tllHMllir ATAUR RAHMANt Then are wa to taka it that 
no Mmlim should be given any appointment in the Darjeeling IKstriotP 

Mih PRESIDENT: Thpt is not for hie department to say. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Is Hiere any bar to the 

selection of Muhammadans for these appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: No. 

Suspension of business during Juma Prayer in the High Court. 

45.* Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether all the courts subordinate to Cah'utta High Court 

suspend work for Jmvo- prayer on Fridays, and whether 
the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court r'arry on their work on 
Fridays as on other working days without suspension for 
Jvina prayers; and 

(b) if so, whether the Hon’l)le Minister w ill consider the desirability 

of drawing the attention of the High (k>urt to this? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LECI8- 
.LATIVE DEPARTMENT8 (the Hcti'ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee): («) (*) Yes, generally, to enable Muslim officers, pleaders, 
litigants and witnesses to say their J%mia prayers. 

(tt) The High Court regulates its own business. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(More than one member including the ^piestioner rose up to put 
supplementary questions.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. T desire to observe a definite 
procedure in the matter of supplementary (luestions. The Chair will 
give' the questioner the first opportunity to put supplementary 
questions. When he exhausts his supplementaries, I shall call others. 

Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No doubt 
the High Court regulates its own business but is it not the duty of the 
government as trustee of the public to point out to them that in the 
interest of the public it is necessary that some facilities should be 
given to Muslims to say their Jurnma Prayers? • 
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Tht Non’M* Mr. PRAMATHA NATH SANER JfCs The ouiiter 
is goTemed by section 223 of the Government of India Act, 1935. It 
is also governed *by section 30 of the High Courts Charter. The 
question whether the Government is a trustee of the public is a veiy 
large politico-legal question. I am unable to answer that question. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not possible, expedient and desirable for the Government 
of Bengal representing the people of Bengal to make a representation 
to the High Court about the very strong feelings cherished by the 
Mussalmans about the desirability of time being allowed for Jumma 
Prayer by the High Court? 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, my honour- 
able friend has asked me three questions. The first is the question of 
possibility. Now, Sir, the question of possibility is always governed by 
objective reality. The second is the question of desirability. The 
question of desirability is again circumscribed by the legal difficulty 
and the third is the question of expediency which is alway a matter of 
opinion. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister please slate 
whether the courts subordinate to the Calcutta High Court suspend 
their work for Jumma Prayer on Friday under instruction issued by 
the Hon’ble High Court? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I believe that 

is BO. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether or not it is a fact that the Hon’ble Judges of the 
High Court of Calcutta carry on their work on Fridays as on other 
working days without suspending work for Jumma Prayer? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I believe 
that is so. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Having regard to the fact that the funds 
of the High Court are now provided by the Provincial Legislature and 
the Provincial Legislature has got some say in the matter of the 
business of the High Court, with your permission. Sir, I again ask, is 
it not possible, desirable or expedient to make a humble representation 
to the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta that a strong feeling is cherished 
by the Mussalmans and that the High Court should follow the 
instructions which they issue in the case of the subordinate cburts 
about Jumma 
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Tl§^«i*ble Mr. ^AMATMA NATH BANEIMEEt Sir, 
ever personal views may be, the question of petition and advice is 
not the concern of Government but it is undoubtedly a rig^ht of the 
subjects of the Crown. 

Msuhri ABUL QUASEM* Not petition but representation. 

The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Whatever 
it might be. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Arising out of the last answer given by 
the^Hon’ble Minister who spoke just as a lawyer and not as a Minister 
to Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The honourable member has 
repeated the last question. I allowed that but there must be a limit 
to this. The Chair will not allow a regular cross-examination in the 
form of supplementary questions. 

Tankir khal of Tangail. 

46. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(а) that there is a kh/d locally known as Tankir kJial in Bahera- 

toil union under Ealihati police-station in Tangail sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district; 

(б) ’that the said kknl passes through extensive agricultural land 

and important market places such as Baheratoil and 
Salgrampur ; 

(c) that the said kk//l serves the useful purpose of both communica- 
tion and irrigation; 

• (d) that the said khal has been silted up resulting in serious 

deterioration in the production of crop from a vast field lying 
on either side of the khal ; and 

(e) if the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, what 
action do the Government propose to take in this respect f 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shameuddin Ahmed): (a) and (b) 

Yes. 

(e) The channel serves the purpose of communication during flood 
season. It also helps in flushing the land with silt-laden flood water. 

(d) l^e land which has been raised by siltation and which does not 
ge under water every year, has probably suffered in productivity to a 
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Mctum extent. Boi at the eame time a larger area of hil land hae been 
mclaimed which i» prodncing good crop. 

(e) The matter ie under consideration. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that the re^xcavation of 
the khal is necessary for sanitary as well as economic reasons and also 
for facilities of communication? 

Tha Hon’Me Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I may ^inform my 
friend that the whole problem of the re-excavation of khals and 
is now being considered by the (Government and I shall be in a position 
very soon to state before the House Government’s policy regarding 
re-excavation of khailg and bits; at present the position is being 
examined. 

Flood in Kandi. 

47. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) if there was any flood in Kandi subdivision of the district of 
Murshidabad in the month of October, 1941; and 

(u) if there was a similar flood in the same year as in 1939? 

(b) If the Government have taken any step to remove the causes? 

(c) What are the causes according to the view of the local officers? 

(d) What is the extent of the damage to the paddy due to the flood? • 

Thn HonniM Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter is under investigation. 

(c) Eixcessive rainfall in the areas. 

(d) I have no information. 

Presentation of Bupplenientary Esthnatee for 18«f-42. 

Mr» PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Finance Minister will now 
present the Supplementary Estimates for 1941-42. 

The Hen’blo Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Sir, I have 
the honour to present the Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 
the year 1941-42. * About a year ago, when the Supplementary 
Estimates for 1940-41 were \inder consideration, this House asked for 
an assurance from the late Finance Minister that “Government would 
not, except in cases of emergency, enter into additional commitments 
until flbe sanction of the liCgislatuiu had been obtained, and that in 
e na e ggen cy dbmmihnents Htey would present the Suppleimmtai^ 
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EstinilliiM tA the earliest opportunity afforded by sessions of both Houses, 
sunun^uiing either House or both to sit rather than defer presentation”. 
That WM the exact wording used by the members of the House on 
that occasion. An assurance was given by the late Finance Minister 
that Govemment would not embark upon any large commitments 
without previously obtaining the sanction of the Legislature. This 
assurance unfortunately could not be implemented. It is nor for me 
here to justify that omission. I am well aware of the undesirability 
of allowing unsanctioned liabilities to accumulate till the very fag-end 
of the year.* I can say that it will be my endeavour to see that this is 
not done in future. The Supplementary Estimate which is now being 
placed before the House covers a total expenditure of 2 crores and 
39 lakhs, out of which 2 lakhs and 75 thousand is "charged” and the 
balance is "voted”. 

The three main items which are responsible for this large supple- 
mentary demand^ are Ijoans, amounting nearly to one crore, Extra- 
ordinary Charges, and Famine. Owing to unexpected natural 
calamities like floods, and cyclones, there was widespread distress in 
many parts of the provin(« and considerable additional expenditure 
was involved in the relief of such distress. This accounts for the 
Supplementary Demand under "Famine”, Loans to cultivators had 
also to be issued on an unusually large scale in view of the unfavour- 
able economic situation. This explains the additional demand under 
"Loans and Advances”. 

By far the largest item of additional expenditure, however, 
• amounting to 71 lakhs relates to emergency measures of Civil Defence. 
This represents only the provincial share of the total cost. The 
balance of the expenditure involved in these measures of Civil Defence 
will, as the House is aware, be met by the Centre in terms of the 
Agreement to which 1 made a reference in my Statement yesterday 
afternoon. The salient features of our scheme of Civil Defence both 
ip the current year and in 1942-43, have already been made known 
to the House and it will not be necessary for me to repeat the details 
here. 

The demands under the remaining heads are comparatively small 
and the reasons for them have been fully set forth in the Memorandum 
now placed before the House. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Adjoummeiit. 

The Corincil then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 10th 
Felnpary, 1942. 
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Mamben Abawit. 

The following ^nemibere were ah^nt from the meeting held bn th# ^ 
18th Febraary, 1942; — 

(1) Mr. Sa^er Bakah. ‘ 

(2) Bai Bahadur M. N. Boee. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Ohowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

, (6) Mr, Kanai Lai Goswami. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akrain Khan. 

(11) Mr. W. ,B. G. Laidlaw, 

(12) Sir T. Lamh. 

(13) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(14) Dr. B. K.‘ Mookerjee. 

(16) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Bashid. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shameuzzoha. 

(18) Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Nara^’^an Sinha. 


B. 0. IZSUUL— 760. 
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MINISTER in chniige 9f ti|e HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’Ma Mr. A. Fttiul Huq): (a) Yes. 


(b) and (c) A proposal for fdviTsil of the l^aii^ati circle has been 
xeceived by i^Goveninient from the local officers and is now under 
consideration. 


Bengal Jail Industries Enquiiy Committeai 

•1. Mr* NUM, AHMED ( Will the Houn)le Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) if it is a fact that the Bengal Jail Industries Enquiry Oomluittee 

has submitted its final report very recently and that the same 
is unanimous; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the' said Enquiry Committee have very 

strongly recommended the abolition of ghanis and chc^kts 
system in jails of this Fi^vince; 

(c) whether it is a fact that in the said report the members of tiie 

Committee have very strongly recommended that the convict 
should be trained in a way which will give him a chance to 
become a useful member of society after release: 

(d) whether it is a fact that the report contains a special chapter 

on the development of Borstal institutions for the reclama- 
tions of juvenile delinquents; and 

(e) if the answers to parts (a) to {d) be in the affirmative, whether 

the Government propose to accept those important recom- 
mendations; if not, why not? 

-.fH 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to (d) Yes. , 

(«) Under consideration. 


Coidiminal harmony. 

2. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state if any action has been 
taken by the Government of Bengal on the resolution regarding **oom- 
munal harmony" scheme moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed and unanimously 
adopted during the last August-September session of the Bepgal Legia- 
totive C^ncilP If not, why nptP 


*IVom hare hgjlia QuoAiona .taWed for bwagoiiswaracl for the fipMlon td 1042. 
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(i|: ^ Oavernmeiit aware that. 8ck0iiie» regarding “conull^ulftl 
hans^n;^*’ have been drawn up in the Puniab and in the Pro^ce of 
Sind .and a lakh ef rupees has been sai^ction^ed In each of these proTinces 
to carry out these schemes P * ^ 

(c) Do the Government propose to draw up any suitable scheme as 
suggested in the said resolution and provide necessary funds for the 
sameP If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. F^AZLUL HUQ: A scheme for the restora- 
tion and maintenance of Communal harmony has beeA formulated and 
is being drawn up in con.suitation with local officers and after considera- 
tion gif similar schemes in other provinces. A sum of Rs. 1 lakh has 
been provided for in this year’s budget for this purpose. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give 
a brief outline of the scheme prepared by Government P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very big scheme 

and it will be published as soon as it is completed. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received two notices /of motions for 
adjournment of- the House. One is from Mr. Nur Ahmed and the other 
is from Khan Bahadur Salved Muazzamuddin llosain. The motion of 
which notice has been received from Khan Bahadur Muazzamuddin 
Hosain is out of order under rule 100 of our Rules, because it was not 
received three hours before the sitting of the House. But as regarda 
the other motion from Mr. Nur Ahmed, it has been received in time.. 
The motion runs as fdilows — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the most evasive and! 
. unsatisfactory reply given by the Hon’ble Minister-in -charge of’ 
Judicial Department to Question No. 45 of the , December Session 
relating to the desirability of drawing attention of the Hon’ble* 
Judges of the Calcutta High Court for temporary suspension of businesa 
on every Friday in order to give facilities to the Muslim litigants and. 
lawyers to say their Jumah prayers in congregation, put by Kham 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, m.l.c., in the Legislativec 
Council, *held on 18th February, 1942. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Onta point of Order, Sir. May I 
draw your attention to rule 97 of the Legislative Council Procedure 
RuleifP motion for an adjouftiment of the business M the Couiiioil 
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for the purpose of discussing & definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance may be made with the consent of the President.” May I submit, 
Sir, that an unsatisfactory reply given by an Hon’ble Minister to a 
certain question cannot be considered a definite matter of urgent public 
importance for such a discussion? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Why not? What is your argument? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It must be a definite matter of 
urgent public importance. The question and the alleged masatisfactory 
answers given thereto, which form the subject-matter of this adjourn- 
ment motion, have not been put in this motion to enable us to find out 
in what way the answer was evasive and unsatisfactory, and then to 
mahe it admissible under rule 97. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They may be referred to when the merits of 
the motion are discussed; but at this stage, the Chair must be satisfied 
as to how the matter may be treated as “urgent”. You know lhat 
the word “urgent” is used in a technical sense in our rules relating 
to Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. My humble 8ubmis.sion is that this 
saying of Juituih prayer is one of the obligatory duties imposed by the 
Islamic \ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. That is a matter which you can 
discuss later if the motion is held to be in order. You can argue in' 
details and go into the merits of the motion, after it is placed for con- 
sideration. At this stage, the Chair is to decide if the motion is in 
order. My difiiculty is: I do not still see how this can be considered 
“urgent”. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As regards “urgency”, this is a matter which 
affects the rights, the very valuable rights of the Muslims and if this 
sort of answer is published, it will create a great excitement in the 
minds of the Muslims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may easily raise this matter during the 
general discussion of the Budget or by way of a short-notice question. 

I remember that this question was raised once before at the time of 
the last Ministry. The Hon’ble Minister in his reply to this question 
on that occasion referred to section 223 of the Government of ludia 
Act, 1935, which reads as follows: — 

“Subject to the provisions of this part of this Act, to the provisions 
of any Order' in Council made under this or any oth«r Act and |o the 
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proTi ri^"« of*any Act of the appropriate Legislature enacted by virtue 
of powers conferred on that Legislature by this Act, the jurisdiction 
of, and the law administered in, any existing High Court, and the 
respective powers of the Judges thereof in relation to the administra- 
tion of justice in the court, including any power to make rules of court 
and to regulate the sittings of the court and of members thereof sitting 
alone or in Division Courts, shall be the some as immediately before the 
commencement of part III of this Act. 


It is thus evident that the High Court alone is competent to make 
rules on the^subject and that the Local Government hm no jurisdiction 
in the matter. 


• 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the question was “Whether the Hon'ble 
Minister will consider the desirability of drawing attention of the High 
Court to this”, and the answer given by the Hon'ble Minister in 45(b) 
was “Does not arise”. He also replied: “The High Court regulates its 
owu business”. I am (juite aware of section 228 of the Government of 
India Act wherein it is laid down that the High Court has got the 
power to regulate its own business as regards sitting, etc. But here 
the Government was requested to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
High Court to some grievance of the Muslim Community. I submit 
that that section does not bar any representation being made to the 
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court regarding any grievances held by any 
section of the people. That section does not stand in the way of draw- 
ing the attention of the High Court to the grievances of the Muslim 
, community to enable them to say their Jtnnah prayer on every Friday. 


Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I wish to make a few submissiona 
regarding yesterday’s answer of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department. Our suggestion was that (he Government of 
Bengal may be pleased simply to make known to the Hon’ble High 
Court the strong Muslim public feeling over this matter of the Juma 
prayer. It was far from our intention to ask the Government to make 
any suggestion to the High Court or persuade the High Court to grant 
Muslims such facilities, as they desire; but the Hfin’ble Minister did 
not agree to that. He only quibbled, gave^evasive answers and he was 
almost flippant and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. It is no good using strong 
words. This is a game in which both sides can play. It is inconsistent 
with the dignity of the House of lilders to indulge in any intemperate 
or indecorous language. Further, such language does not in any way 
help the hon’ble member in canvassing the opinion of his opponents in 
debate. I only wanted to ascertain how the matter referred to in the 
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motion could be treated as urgent and could come under the difinition 
of * ‘urgency” as contemplated in our rules, in the strict sense of the 
term. 

Th» Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as the matter is of 
great importance to the Muslim community, I beg your leave to make 
a short statement in order to explain the position. The question of 
granting facilities to Muslim lawyers, litigants, witnesses and others 
for saying their Juma and Johore prayers has been engaging the atten- 
tion of the community for a very long time. So far as the mofussil 
courts are concerned where the Government has got power tb control the 
business, rules and regulations and circular orders have been passed 
which have been considered satisfactory. As regards the High Court, I 
remember the question was raised some years ago and the matter was 
submitted to the Chief Justice who consulted the Muslim Judges of the 
High Court. It was decided that two rooms should be set apart in the 
High Court to enable the Muslims to say their prayers — Johor and 
Juma, and it was also ascertained that it would do if the Juma prayer 
begin at 1-30 p.m. As is well-known, the High Court rises always at 
2 p.m. for lunch interval. Sir, that whenever any lawyer is engaged in 
a case which is likely to be taken up at the time when the Juma prayer 
is on, the Judges always accommodate the lawyer when permission is 
asked and the cases are passed over. I am speaking from personal 
experience. I was in the High Court for a very long time and I hope 
I can claim that I had some amount of practice also as a lawyer. I felt 
no inconvenience in the matter of saying my prayers. The fact of the 
matter is that those who want to say their prayers can always do so, and 
I do not think that the rules which now prevail in the High Court are 
at all inconvenient. There is a difference. Sir, between the state of 
things in the mofussil courts and in the High Court. 

In the mofussil, parties attend in connection with cases; witnesses 
also attend and another very important class of beings, namely, 
tadhirdars, also have to appear in the mofussal courts, in addition to 
the lawyers. But in the High Court all these other sections are elimi- 
nated and it is only the lawyers, barristers and pleaders, who make their 
appearance in connection with the cases. Litigants, parties or witnesses 
do not have to come to the High Court, so that in such cases the question 
of their saying the prayers" does never arise. It is only the lawyers 
who are engaged in the cases who may want or request for a convenient 
rule to be laid down for enabling them to say their prayers. As I have 
said, if these lawyers make an application the cases in which they are 
engaged are generally passed over. But, nevertheless, since the question 
has been raised and a desire has been expressed by my friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem that it would be better if the Hon’ble Judicial Minister had 
agreed to take qp the matter again with the High Court, I can give him 
the assiurance that we will do so. 
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itaiilvi aIuL QUA8EM: Many thanks. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I have }?iven considerable latitude to some 
honourable members to discuss this matter in contravention of the 
ordinary procedure of the House relating to motions for adjournment; 
but in view of the strong feeling of the Muslim members in this House 
on this question, I thought it my duty to allow a little digression. But 
this should not be regarded as a precedent. 

As regards the main point, the rule relating to adjournment motions 
provides tha^ in cases of emergency, the ordinary business of the House 
may be interrupted. It is, therefore, «)bviou8 that this procedure should 
not be resorted to except for dealing with an unforeseen emergency. 
The Word “urgent” in the rule has been used in a technical sense and 
there are several rulings on this point to show how this rule has been 
construed in different cases. Now, if the Chair is to allow every 
honourable member, who may feel dissatisfied with a reply to a question, 
to move a motion for adjournment of the House, the conduct of the 
normal business of the House would become impossible. But at the 
same time, the Chair can easily conceive of cases where an emergency 
may arise due to unsatisfactory answers to a question, necessitating 
discussion on the floor of the House in connection therewith. Looking 
for precedents, I find that almost a similar matter croppped up in the 
Central Legislature where the President observed : — 

“It has been in the past the practice in this House to move the 
adjournment of the House on the unsatisfactory reply given by a Member 
of Government to a question. The Chair has now to decide whether, 
*in the light of all the circumstances connected with the present case, 
the motion sought to be moved by the honourable member is in order. 
The Chair must say that the general line of argument adopted by the 
Honourable the Leader of the House in taking an objection to this motion 
is valid. There seems to be an impression in the minds of certain 
honourable members at auj’ rate, that the mere fact that the answer to a 
question is unsatisfactory is in itself a sufficient ground to make a motion 
for adjournment on that point ipso facto in order. The Chair should 
distinctly rule that by itself the answer to a question is not a sufficient 
ground for moving a motion for the adjournment of the House. In 
deciding the admissibility of such a motion, the Chair has always to 
take into consideration the subject-matter with which the question is 
connected and, if the subject-matter itself is in violation of the Rules and 
Standing Orders relating to the motion for adjournment, no manner of 
unsatisfactory answers would make such a motion in order.” 

I agree with the view expressed by the Honourable President of the 
Central Assembly. Here also the question arose out of a matter relat- 
ing to the High Court. Under section 223 of the Government of India 
Act the power of the L^slature and of the Provincial Government 
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is very much restricted. Now, the question was tabled by Xhan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain and supplementary questiona 
were put by Maulvi Abul Quasem. Mr. Nur Ahmed seems to be dis> 
satisfied with the answers given by the Hon’ble Minister in chaise. 
In these circumstances, and particularly when the honourable member 
will soon have an opportunity of raising this question during the 
general discusion on the Budget, I hold that this motion is out of order. 


Laying of tho amondments to tho Bongal Motor Voluolot JRuloo, 1940* 

Tho Hon’blO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I beg to lay on the Table 
the Amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. * 


Ditoimion of tho Exooss Expenditure, 1938-40. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, when I rise to participate in the discussion of the excess expenditure 
as revealed in the supplementary estimate, I think, Sir, I should make 
it clear at the outset that it is not my object to ofier any criticism. As 
a matter of fact, there is very little room for criticism in this Supple* 
mentary Estimate of expenditure, which has already been incurred.. I 
shall only try to point out some items under different heads which do 
not seem to be fully explained in the memorandum appended thereto, 
and I shall be extremely grateful , 

Tho Hon*blo Dr. 8HYAMAPRA8AD M00KER4EE: On a point of 
order. Sir. We are discussing today not the Supplementary Estimate, 
for which a separate day has been set apart ; but today we are discussing 
“Excess over Grants and Appropriations, for ]9e39-40”. 

KIuhi Bahadur 9AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I have 
only one observation to make with regard to the excess expendi- 
ture incurred over grants and appropriations for 1939-40. I find in the 
statement that there has been excess over the sanctioned allot- 
ment in three items at least. My idea always was that no 

officer of Government or department is permitted to incur any 

expenditure in excess of the sanctioned allotment. It seems to 

me something new that this excess expenditure could be actually 
incurred without the sanction of the Legislature. So, Siir, I 
would like this point to be made clear whether it is permissible to incur 
e:qpeinditure by any Government officer or department beyond the sanc- 
tioned allotment. If that is allowed once we do not know where we 
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will lie landed, because once expenditure beyond the sanctioned allot- 
ment is actually made, it is very easy to justify it by the departmental 
officers. I only want to know whether it is permissble to incur expen- 
diture beyond the sanctioned allotment. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDNURY: Sir, the 
amount which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has demanded to meet*the 
excess expenditure in 1939-40 is very small. The responsibility for 
incurring such expenditure in excess of the budgeted amount does not 
also attach^o the present Ministry'. Nor have I stood to speak on the 
grounds which necessitated this expenditure. But, Sir, one of the items 
of this excess expenditure is connected u'ith the working of section 
26 (c^ of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I take this oj)portunity to speak a few 
words about the relations between the zemindars and tenants today. 
As a result of the Tenancy Amendment Act of 1938, the zemindars were 
deprived of the Transfer Fee and in that way they lost an average 
annual income of nearly Rs. 40,00,000. We expected, th®t in 

return for the finan(*ial loss which the zemindars had thus sustained and 
in return for the payment of the new Education Cess which had been 
imposed upon them, they would be assisted by the (lovernment in every 
possible way in collecting their legitimate dues from the tenants. But 
so far the zemindars have been disappointed in this expectation. I 
hope. Sir, the present Ministry will do what is possible in creating the 
proper atmosphere and in taking the necessary and suitable steps by 
which alone collection of rent on a reasonable basis can be made. Many 
people look upon the problem of collecting rent from tenants with 
supreme indifFerence. But it is my hope. Sir, that the present Ministry 
will attach as much importance to it as it really deserves. 

The Hon'blo Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir. I do not 
think that much has been said which requires explanation from me. 
Of course, this item relates to 1939-40 for which obviously the present 
Ministry was not responsible. But I should say this in reference to 
Che remarks which fell from my honourable friend to the left that the 
excess expenditure amounts to about Rs. 15,000 out of a budget of mor^ 
than 16 crores of rupees and the circumstances under which such excess 
expenditure had to be incurred are stated in the memorandum which has 
been placed before the House. Obviously, excess expenditure should 
not be incurred. But, if there are unforeseen circumstances which 
make such excess expenditure to be imperative, then that is done and 
that is placed before both Houses of the Ijegislature. I believe that so 
far as public interests are concerned, sufficient safeguards are guaranteed 
by reason of the procedure which is laid down. As you know, Sir, only 
Its. 1,862 relate to voted grant and the balance relate to non-voted 
amounts which will have to be placed before His Excellency the 
Governor for his approval. • 
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At regards the point which my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore Boy 
Ghowdhury raised, well, that is a question which I, as the Finance 
Minister, cannot obviously deal with. But when the general discussion 
of the Budget will take place, 1 am sure that question and many other 
questions relating to several items of expenditure should be raised and 
then the points wifi be dealt with by the Ministers concerned. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a point 
of information. I would like to know whether special allotments are 
not made for meeting unforeseen charges in every departmeilt and under 
every head. There is some allotment for meeting unforeseen charges. 

s 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is not an anticipatory 
charge. It is an unforeseen expenditure, a charge which was not pro- 
vided for in the Budget and if we make a provision for meeting 
unforeseen expenditure allowing officers to spend as they like, then 
exactly a state of aflairs will arise which my honourable friend himself 
would like to be avoided. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: There is 
provision in each department for meeting unforeseen charges. 


Mr. iPRB8IDENT: But the question is whether any right is there 
to incur excess expenditure beyond the grants made, because it is 
doubted even from the constitutional standpoint. 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That question 
was raised actually but this is really post-mortem with a vengeance. 
This relates to the accounts of 1939-40 and to-day in February, 1942, we 
oannot possibly ask for a supplementary grant in relation to the Budget 
of 1939-40. 

\ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Why? When they saw that there was going 
to be an excess, why they did not come to the Legislature and have a 
supplementary Budget — not now in 1942 — in the year 1940-41? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: But es you see, 
this arises out of the Audit Beport of 1940-41. That this excess expen- 
diture did occur was not known before such audit. The items were 
really detected as a result of the audit which took place in 1941 and 
as soon as it was brought to the notice of the Government, according 
to the Financial Buies of Procedure, it has been placed before both 
Houses of the Legislature. • 
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Killl Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUOOIN HOtAIN: Doet the 


Hon’hle Minister think that the officers incurring the expenditura did 
not themselves know what will be required in the course of the year P 


The Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERd|E: Exactly so 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then 
that is a very bad procedure no doubt. 


The Bengal Criminai Law (Induetrial Areas Ame n dment) Bill, 1841, at 
, reported by the 8eleet Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IOENT. Tiie House will now take up the Bengal Cri* 
minal Law (Industrial Areas Ainendnient) Bill, 1941, as reported by 
the Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. I move that 
the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment ) Bill, 1941, as 
reported by the Select Committee, l>e taken into consideration. 

‘ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Motion moved: that the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion moved by the 
Hon’ble* Minister in charge of this Bill, because very wide and drastic 
powers have been given to the police officers to arrest people under any 
circumstances and for punishing the people summarily. When this 
Bill was first introduced, the then Home Minister admitted that he 
had introduced it with great diffidence and be also admitted that the 
l^ill really sought to give very wide powers to the police officers. The 
Bill says, among other things, *‘Any person found, between sunset and 
sunrise armed with any dangerous or offensive instrument whatsoever, 
with intent to commit any criminal act, having his face covered or 
otherwise disguised, with intent to commit any offence, disguised in 
any manner with intent to commit any criminal act, in any dwelling- 
house or other building whatsoever, without being able satisfactorily 
to account for his presence therein; or any person previously convicted 
of theft found between sunset and sunrise on board any vessel or boat, 
or lying or loitering in any bazar, street, yard, thoroughfare or other 
place who shall not give any satisfactory account of himself; or, any 
person having in his possession, without lawful excuse (the proof of 
which excuse shall be on such person) any implement of house-breaking: 
may be taken into custody by any police officer without a warrant, and 
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shall be liable, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, to imprison- 
ment, for a term which may exceed to three months.” If we go deeper 
into these provisions, we will find that it gives very wide power to the 
police officers and what is more the definition of a police officer has not 
been given in this Bill. "Who is a police officer? There is nothing at 
all in this Bill to sliow as to wlio is a police officer; a police officer may 
include an ordinary constable. A person may not always give satis- 
factory account of himself but should he be arrested and punished for 
that? There is no definition of the term “house-breaking” implement 
in the Bill. Clause (.5) also gives wide powers to the police officer. 
Clause (J) says “Whoever has in his possession, or conveys in any 
manner, or offers for sale or pawn, anything which there is reason to 
believe to have been stolen or fraudulently obtained, shall, if h^ fails 
to account for such possession or such act to th^e satisfaction of the 
Magistrate, be liable to fine, etc,” 

This is also very wide and so wide that any person can be arrested 
and fined by the ordinary police. Sir, I thought that the Bill would 
be substantially improved in Select Committee but I find that no sub- 
stantial improvement has been made there in the Bill. Therefore, I 
am surprised to^find that a Government which calls itself a progressive 
Government has brought in such a retrograde measure in the shape of 
such a reactionary Bill. I am sure. Sir, that the name “Progressive 
Government” should not apply to an Administration that can bring in 
such a Bill. With these few words, I strongly oppose the Bill being 
taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, my honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has raised some objections to the Bill. No 
doubt, to a certain extent, the provisions of the Bill are out of the ordi- 
nary and are somewhat outside the ordinary conception of offences in 
the Indian Penal Code. Still, the mischiefs which the Bill attempts to 
check being of an extraordinary character, the Bill has got to be also 
of an extraordinary character. Experience has shown that in industrial 
areas thefts frequently take place. Thefts of copper wires, often in 
large quantities, and of engine parts and stores which are incapable of 
satisfactory identification but which are obviously stolen properties — 
properties which a person is found to be in possession of, which he cannot 
satisfaotcnily explain, have got to be dealt with. In Asansol these 
offences are extremely frequent and large quantities of metals and other 
things are occasionally stolen and persons, obviously of no means whatso- 
ever, are frequently found in possession of such things under suspicious 
circumstances. The men are apprehended and sent up for trial but the 
case fails for want of strict identification of the stoden articles although 
there could not be any moral doubt that such things could never belong 
to the man, and although there could not be any doubt whatever that 
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tke had been committed by that man. It is to deal with such 

extnioidinary cases occurring in industrial areas that this Bill has been 
conceived. The first point objected to is that if a man, having a pre- 
vious conviction for theft, is found loitering about a factory and other 
industrial areas, cannot give any satisfactory explanation of himself, 
he may be arrested and may also be convicted. A man who has been 
previously convicted must not loiter about a factory and, when challeng- 
ed, should at least be able to give a satisfactory account of his move- 
ments; these are sufficient safeguards against indiscriminate arrests. 

Then, a^n, a man who is in possession of implements for house- 
breaking, may be arrested under this Bill. My honourable friend has 
objected to this provision also and has further complained that imple- 
ments of house-breaking have not been defined. I submit that there is 
danger in defining or rather over-defining certain things in the statute. 
Implements of house-breaking are more or less well-known and it 
should be left to the courts to decide whether, in individual cases, 
particular implements could be regarded as house-breaking implements. 
That should be made to depend upon the circumstances. The omission 
to define the implements of house-breaking, therefore, ought not to 
stand in the way at all. Persons in possession of house-breaking imple- 
ments without lawful excuse may be arrested and convicted. Then, 
again, a substantive offence has been created in clause 3, sub-clause 
(i). If a person is in possession of articles and there is reason to 
believe that these are stolen or fraudulently obtained, then the ma n 
may be convicted with fine only on one condition, that he , fails to 
account for such possession. 

» 

The offences being of an extraordinary character, having developed 
out of the exigencies of modern civilization, we have got to check them 
by this extraordinary measure. 

I have had some personal experience of many such cases. Many 
cases which are obviously true cases have had to end in acquittal on 
tfie ground that the things could not be strictly identified. The Rill 
deals with these es^traordinary ca.ses. The last point which my friend 
made is that the pre.sent Government which calls itself a progressive 
or popular Government should not have undertaken such legislation. 
I may say, however, that the Bill wa.s conceived by the late Government 
and there were two or three members in the Select Committee who 
belong to the party of my honourable friend. The Bill was conceived 
at a time when the present Ministr3' was not in being at all and there 
should not have been an^' reference on that score. I submit, Sir, that 
this Bill deals with certain offences of a restricted character in certain 
restricted areas. It would not apply to ordinary person in ordinary 
places. In the circumstances, there should not be any objection. It 
has passed through a Select Committee presided ovdf* by Sir Nazimuddin 
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and there were other experienced members there who supported the 
Bill. In the circumstances, I think the Bill should be passed as it u. 
It will deal with a real evil in a really effective manner. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For giving notices of amendiflhnts, I fix 
Monday noon, the 23rd Febrhaty, 1942, so that the Bill may be taken 
up, clause by clause, on the 26th February, 1942. The House now 
stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow. 

AdJourimieiitK 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 20th 
February, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The following iiieiubers were absent from the meeting held on the 
19th February, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf AH. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhurx'. 

(5) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. * 

Cf) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muliammad Esmail. 

(8) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Mohamed Hosetin. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Sj’ed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akrara Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. I^aidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

(15) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(16) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. : 

(19) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinhe. 
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First Ssssion— NOt 4. > 


The CoijjrciL met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th February, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the fourth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. S.\tyenura Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


Csiteral discussioii of ths Budget 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the general discus- 
eiou of the Budget. ^ 

s 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 rise on a matter affecting the llouse 
before |^e general discussion of the Budget is taken up% Sir, we 
find that there are no questions to-day. I, therefore, wanted to raise 
this matter,, a matter which has been raised also ip the Lower Ho1|ie. 
*1 understand from members of the Lower Hou||? that ^ respect of 
their attendance in the Assembly each member i^ll be gmn half a 
gallon of petrol per day of business. (Mr. Srish Chandra Chakra- 
VERTi: But that is not a fact.) I was told sC by oe];;tai^inembers of 
the Assembly. If that is not a fact, the basis of cenis|ktion goes 
but in any case I would represent through you once moni difficulties 
which members are feeling in attending the sittings rIguTarly. Very 
soon there will be set up Select Committees on Bills which also we will 
have to attend. Will you kindly take up this matter agiifn, SirP 
W'ill the Hon’ bie Minister give us any assumnoe in this respect? 

The Hon’ble^Dr. BYAMAPR^BAD MOOKERilEE: It is uW Went 
how dangerous sometimes it is .|or this House to refer td >vir}iat had 
happened in the other House. Actually, Sir, no such decision has been 
taken about petrol. The Kon’ble the Speaker said that he had received 
information to the effect that in the Central Legislative Assembly atilili 
facilities have ‘been arranged for by the Government of India. He has 
sent the file to me and has requested me to see if similar facilities can 
lie given to members of the Tjegislature in Bengal. 1 can give Ihle 
9 
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Msnrance to tke House that if this facility is granted to the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, obviously the members of the Legislative 

Council will jiot be ezolud^v 

Mr. llUMAYUtI KABIR: There is one other point to which I 
want to draw through you the attention of the Hon’ble Ministers. 
The general Budget discussions begin to-day. Unfortunately, I waa 
under the impression that it was set for discussion of the Supplementary 
Budget. In any case, we have not had sufficient interval after the 
presentotion of the Budget. It has usually been the practice to have 
a break of a few days before discussion of the Budget begins. As you 
know. Sir, we have no power of discussion with regard to the detailed 
items of the Budget, whereas the Lower House has the opportunity of 
taking up each item and has much longer time to study the Budget. 
But, in view of the fact that this Budget presented by the Hon’ble 
Dr. Hooker jee is his budget, it deserves careful attention and 
study by all members for, as he has indicated in his speech, though 
it has not been possible to*make as many departures as he desires from 
the usual 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. I shall call the honourable 
member, if he wants to speak, on Monday and not to-day. 

Mri HUMAYUN KABIR. Not only I but many other members 
are feeling that difficulty. I was representing to you our difficulties 
after I had talked with many other members. We all feel that if 
we^have an l]|terval of two or three days before the general discussion 
is started, it will be /convenient to all the members of the House, f 
^ would request you to kindly keep this in mind in fixing the agenda. 

; Mr. PEtESlD^NT: The honourable member has drawn the atten- 
tion of the' Hon’ble Finance Minister to this fact and I hope he will 
consider it. , As a matter of fact, these dates regarding the general 
discussion of the Budget are fixed by His Excellency the Governor ih 
his individual judgment. So, there cannot be any criticism, but 
certainly the attention of His Excellency will be drawn ^to this difficulty 
in future. 

Or. RAOHA KUMUO MfOOKERdl: Sir, wh^ T come to learn 
that Friday has been fixed al the ' first' day for discussion of the 
Budget, I ..thought that there was 8on|e reason for departing from the 
usual procedure by which Friday is generally reserved f<^ non-official 
b^iness. So, we are really losing a day— ^ vefy valuable day — for 
such business, particularly in view ol the fact that only v«^ few days 
aae allotted for work of this Council. This is the first time that, a 
miettiber of the Council has to speak on the Budget on a Friday. 
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l^|f|r as ragaxds tlie Budgat iiselfy I find that diso'ussion of the 
Bndjm in this House specially has been handicapped hy sevend 
oirc^^tances. In the first place, the Budget that has been presented 
befo^ us this year cannot be described as the work of tho present 
OoTernnient in a very material sense, as the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has himself made it quite cl^ar. There was a changeover in adminis* 
traticn in mid-stream, and therefore this Budget is really the child of 
the old Government which has expired, so that there is hardly any 
responsibility to be fixed upon the new Government. Generally, we take 
advantage ^f these occasions for Budget discussions to comment upon 
the policy of the Government whose true colours are reflected in the 
Budget that they present before the House. In fact, the Budget really 
is the standard by which the policy of a Government is to be judged; 
but unfortunately in the peculiar circumstances of the political situa- 
tion in which we are placed today we are unable to fix its responsibility 
upon any Government. The second handicap under which we in the 
Council are labouring is due to the Constitution itself. For, after all, 
we depend upon the courtesy of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for 
taking any note of the observations that we may make here on his 
Budget proposals. We are not at all taken into confidence in regard to 
the schemes by which a Budget is framed. Some time back, I had the 
honour of moving a point of order on this very subject that unless the 
Legislative Council is given an independent place on the Public 
Aocounts Committee, the Council cannot really perform its^ proper 
function, because the members of this Council ere not at all conversant 
with the many details of the Budget appropriations th||,t are made. 
Last time, the Finance Minister of the Government that' has expired 
was pleased to admit the legitimacy of the plea that was advanced, 
but I believe that remained only a pious hope and it. was not given 
effect to, with the result that this House as such has been denied its 
proper right to have previous discussions on the various schemes of 
expenditure shown in the Budget proposals. The Public Accounts 
Committee is the only place where various details of budgetary pro- 
posals can be properly threshed but, the only plae^ where the general 
financial administration of the province can be discussed. In other 
places, the discussion tends to be merely academic. 

Then as regards the Budget as a whole, it is impossible for 
members of the Council to quarrel with the appropriations and the 
details shown in we Budget. For, after all, a Budget is bound up 
with a system and policy under which it has been framed. 

Now, Sir, it is not possible for us to enter into the policy and the 
system underlying the Budget. It is not at all right for us at this 
stage to upset the scheme by which the various details have been 
worked out and fitted into the Budget. All that we. can do is to 
indulge in certain general observations as regards the policy and plan 
under which a Budget should be framed or rather the general scheme 
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which should inspire a well-considered Budget for the pio'^nce. With 
ihese few prefatory remarks, I should like to be just as useful as I can 
be, handicapped as we are by the circumstances to which I hare 
referred, — ^in still making certain suggestions about alterations in the 
Budget. * 

First of all, 1 want to stress the rise in the figures of revenue. 
This rise in itself may be a matter upon which the Province mig^t 
congratulate itself, though a part of this rise in revenue is due to 
certain measures of taxation against which some of the members of 
the present Government raised their strongest protest in their time 
as members of Opposition. However, the present Government is only 
an heir to the old traditions and cannot be blamed for this. We find 
that the revenue for 1942-43 has been estimated in the Budget at 16 
crores and the Budget for 1941-42 was lower by about 40 or 41 lakhs, 
whereas the revenue for 1940-41 was much lower. The fact is that 
the estimates of receipt for 1942-43 are better by about 41 lakhs than 
the Budget Estimate for the year 1941-42. Then, if we take the 
Budget for 1940-41, the increase in revenue is to the tune of over two 
crores. I agree that with this propor^nate rise in the provincial 
revenue there has been a corresponding rise in certain items of expendi- 
ture, rise in the present year 1942-43 by about 43 lakhs over the 
expenditure for the year 1941-42, and as regards 1940-41, it is higher 
by a figure of over 2 crores. Now, Sir, the question is: how this 
increase in revenue is appiopriated for the purposes of the Province^ — 
whether* there is any policy behind these appropriations. So far as 
the present year’s Budget is concerned, the Finanbe Minister takes 
shelter under the emergent conditions created by the War and 
that means that he lias appiopriated from revenue a vast sum of 
one crore and 25 lakhs, although he has been kind enough to show a 
deficit of a heavy amount, viz., one ciore and five lakhs, which means 
that he has r^lly taken 20 lakhs out of the budgetary surplus for the 
so-called Ciril Defence. Now, Sir, the point that I raise is: whether 
> there is any policy behind this appropriation of one crore 25 lakhs 
from the general revenue. I do not know whether it is open to a 
member of the Provincial Legislature to raise Imperial questions 
regarding the War and Defence measures. The Finance Minister says 
that this is a nation-saving Budget. But I should have preferred th# 
expression '^National Defence Budget”. It is not a question of 
Saving but it is a question of Defence. Now I. Want to know how 
this sum of one crore 25 lakhs has been spent — whether this has been 
spent maihly for the so-called A. B. P. measures for the protection of 
Oalcutta and its citizens. If so, what about the whole Province of 
Bengal of which Calcutta is only a very insignificant portion? 
Besides, when we remember that Calcutta is now being denuded of its 
pioptllation to* a very large extent, when the evacuees are taking re- 
course to life in mofussil areas in their lakhs, the question is : whether 
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«T«oaed8 wUl be gireu the benefit of this extraordinary appropria- 
tioQl ol revenue to what is called a Defence Measure. There are many 
protimns which will face those poor people who have migrated fi^hi 
CSalcutta into their native homes in the villages. Has the QoVernment 
considered to what extent these exacuees may be helped in obtaining 
their livelihood under conditions to which they are not used? They 
have been uprooted from their old moorings to which they were 
accustomed. To what extent should they be helped against the dis* 
advantages they will suffer in their new homes by the so-called scheme 
of National Defence or Saving? These are mere queries. Perhaps, 
Government may have given adequate attention to these aspecta of the 
case. My point is that the question of Civil Defence should be 
considered in all its aspects and bearings and also as a matter which' 
affects the province as a whole and not merely one particular city. 
The urban interest is considered to be more important than the vast 
village interest which goes by default. I do hope that there will be a 
balance effected between the defence of the population in places like 
Calcutta and also the defence of the population who have been forced 
to evacuate to places outsidit and who are faced with increased diffi- 
culty in obtaining their means ol livelihood. 

Coming now to the so-called defence measures — what are the defence 
measures amounting to? Even as regards these so-called schemes of 
national defence, which are called A. R. P. measures, I should think, 
— of course, I am not a military expert and I am not competent to give 
my opinion on matters military, — I should think there are other courses 
which should be adopted and which will effect a real defence against 
enemy.attack. It should not bC contemplated that the people should 
only passively wait to be attacked. The question is, whether there 
are enough anti-air-craft guns and other weapons whereby attacks 
could be ma<le nugatory ami protection made more effective. Laymen 
believe that too much of fuss is being created concernyug nocternal 
black-out. But supposing there is an air-attack on the city in broad, 
•day-light, what kind of protective measures are available to us? So, 
why should one wait for night attack. only, when the enemy knows that 
against day-light attack there is hardly any defensive measure? Thus, 
♦Sir, what is the use of these black-out measures? Rather we should 
keep burning the flame of freedom against the black-out of barbarism. 
There should be some constructive measures 

Rai Ba^ur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: The black-out 
system is intended to fight against the enemy barbarism. 

Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: If you make night-attack* 
difficult, the enemy will easily turn to day-attack. Then, Sir, we find 
that so far as Calcutta is concerned, the plan of defence is not at all 
enengh. Much of the money is being spent on things like stirrup 
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pumpsi respinatora, gem masks, eyeshades, eta. Wkat a poor equip- 
ment £or protection! The people are being armed witii these only^ 
when there are other things by which they should be protected. 

Kdw, Sir, I come to the main point. Supposing, the increased 
revenue receipt is set apart for this emergent expenditure due to war, 
how is the balance of revenues to be spent? Even allowing for war 
measures, the Gh)vernment has to explain how the normal revenues are 
really spent, under what policy, under what scheme of national wel- 
fare they have appropriated this huge increase of revenue since 1940-41. 
So far as the budget which is before us is concerned, we find that there 
j^ve been certain increases on what may be described very faintly and 
indirectly as “Nation-building Departments”, though some of® the 
items hardly merit this description. Now, “General Administration” 
has again come in for a share of increased grant even in the midst of 
^these difElcult conditions to the extent of Rs. 1,76,000. “Debt 
Conciliation”, which is part of Nation -building schemes, deservedly 
gets about Rs: 3,50,000. Rut this benefit is offset by an extraordinary 
expenditure found to be necessary on Jfnls and very probably if the 
number of prisoners under the Defence of India Rules is to go on 
increasing, then probably there might be further justification for more 
expenditure on Jails. That is a kind of protection no doubt for the 
country, that is, protection of the people against lawlessness. Then, 
thanks to the well-known educational bias of the present Finance 
Minister, I must congratulate him on finding a sum o| over Rs. 6 lakhs 
to be spent on “Education”. But evei^ if he makes this addition to 
the Education Budget of the province, he will have himself tq acknow- 
ledge that after all the Police Budget is still far higher than tUe !!^u- 
cation Budget of the provinde. I hope that when he is more firmly 
on his saddle and for a longer time, he will be able to have a definite 
policy whereby the percentage of expenditure on a particular item to 
the total revenue should be fixed on the basis of some kind of national 
policy. No country in the world will allow its Police Budget to be 
higher than the Education Budget. 

Now, as regards Public Health there is a laudable, increase but the 
increase is not enough; only Rs. 5,50,000 including a much-needed^, 
sum which is to be spent on the extension of cinchona cultivation. 
But that is almost a commercial department of Government, because* 
the cinchona factory of Government at Mungpoo is practically catering 
for the needs of the whole of India. So this expenditure probably will 
be more profitable. Now, my point is: that you have got this 
increase of revenue mainly for a very peculiar circumstance by which 
'Hie Legislature was committed, I mean the new aoieasures for taxation 
against which i^e of this House and the other House were idways pro- 
testing very vehemently. But we reconciled ourselves to these new 
taxation ii&easures. only on the aasuranoe that the ’proceeds of such new 
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will be soldj appioptiated, edleljr eiu^iiittrked idt 
needt certam Nation-building Departments. Now, what is the 
picti^ tbat we get in the countryside f Well, there, the millions are 
in the eame oonditmn as before. There is no change so far as the 
masses are concerned. There may be a change at the top; there may 
be a change of Government but, as in the words of Tennyson’s Brook, 
^*Men may come and men may go, but I go on for ever”, the poor 
toiling tillers of the soil, they go on in their dismal course of Ufe 
without any ray of hope. Now, what is it that we find in’ the villages? 
The same jdienOmena, namely, that the agriculturist is without work 
for more than half the year; that his average income is about 3 annas 
a day; his expectation of life is only 25 years as against 55 in Englander 
and 55 in America. How long are we going to tolerate this appalling' 
state of things and, over and above this, the ^iteracy figures remain 
as stationary as before. There is no movement inr the villages. There 
is no movement so far as the ultimate facts of life facing 90 per cent. 
of the population of Bengal — about 4^ crones out of 6 crores— are 
concerned. There is no 'change so far as these people are concerned. 

The Hon*ble Mri 8ANT08H KDMAR BA8U: During these two 
months ! 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERdl: I am afraid the Hon’ble 

Minister was not present when I made the general remarks. But, of 
course, considering the masterful personalities of some of the new 
Ministers, we had hoped that Inore drastic remedies might have been 
applied even within the time at the disposal of the new (Government. 

Now, the question is : what are the measures for improving the lot of 
the people who are without work during 6 mouths of the year? There 
has been no scheme in the field. Some regional and siii table handi- 
crafts might be starUd in the different districts of the province. These 
problems have no connection with air attacks. The rural people require 
>0 be saved from chronic difficulties and not from difficulties which 
are now before the urban people and of which we make so much. Of 
course, the Finance Minister cannot be held responsible for the lack 
of schemes of other departments. It is the duty of each department 
to prepare its own scheme and then ask money from the Finance 
Minister. If the Finance Minister thinks that the new expenditure 
is well-thought of and well-planned, he may allow that expenditure to 
be included in the Budget. We have been only hearing of schemes 
for national welfare for years but no such schemes have materialised 
up till now. I just now referred to the lower expectation <qf life whi<ffi 
is going down yearly in Bengal. It is really appalling. We miuf^ 
have well-thought out public health and welfare schemes which would 
be suitable for the specific conditions prevailing in the distncts^ l%is 
•question. Sir, has nothing to do with Civil Defeifce arrangements. 
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ilai KEtHAB OHANORA BANIR^EB BaiiMiMr; Qa a point of 
order, 9ir. Dr. Mooker jee has at the very outset lefeited to th^ pro- 
vision made under Civil Defence. Now, it is a matter which is pri- 
marily thf concern of the Government of India. The Provincial 
Govel^ment has set apart whatever they have been asl^ed to by tho 
Central Government. 

(Cries of “Wl^t is the point of order”.) 

Mfi PRESIDENT: On a general discussion of ^e Budget 
Dr. Mookerjee has every right to criticise any part of the Budget, 

Mailivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may I rise on a point of order. * Mine 
is a very short one, Thi^ general discussion of the Budget concerns 
all departments, h sea, (inly four Hon’ble Ministers are present and 
five Hon’ble Miniatefs are absent. Now, who will listen to the speeches 
and take down notes on behalf of those Ministers who are absents 
How will they be ablsTW^raply to the remarks concerning their depart- 
ments P So, is it not desirable that all the Hon’ble Ministers should 
be present at the time of the genial discussion of the Budget? Is it 
not something like discourtesy t<f dais House that the Hon’ble Ministera 
should keep themselves away when the general discussion of the 
Budget is going on? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is desimbfe that Hon** hie Ministers should be 
present at the time of the general fiiaouspi^a* of the Budget. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERfiJ: I hope these interruptions 
will not have the effect of obscuring the main point on which I insist. 
My point is that the Province had about 16 crores of revenue which they 
were free to spend as they liked, but we find, first of all, that the 
proceeds of the Sales Tax, the Employment Tax and other novel 
levies — the proceeds of all these taxes have not been appropriated f^r 
purposes for which they were ear-marked. 'On the contrary, they form 
part of the general expenditure and therefore all these valuable sources 
of revenue have been misappropriated for purposes for which they were 
not originally granted or meant. Then, my last point is this: I do- 
not know whether there is any time now for introducing any revision 
in the Budget; but I wish the Finance Department, the portfolio of 
which is held by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, a man of acknowledged 
ability, shbuld just see if it can find some more money which is urgently 
wanted for the rural population whose number has now been very 
materially. *added by the exodus from Calcutta, so that the defence 
preparations of^ the whole of Bengal may be on a scale by which all 
parts ^f jlhe province may be equally benefited. Defence should not 
oonfiaa itsejf purely to the question of defending C^cutta a^^unat 
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bomp^g, Mad there, as I have already mid, the defenoa of Calcutta 
has pat bepi planned on a proper military scale, so that bcbibing mu 
be parevented. Just now we are at the mercy of the invader and we 
are oidy told to slink in a cowardly manner into the slit llenohas and 
holes to bow |o the decree of Fate in a spirit of passivity which has been 
the main obstacle to India’s national and industrial progress. I hope 
this attitude of passivity will not be increased by means of these defence 
measures which are merely passive in their character. 


In conclusion, I would only say that the condition of the masses 
is deplorable in every direction. More money is required for measures 
of public health; infinitely more money is required for increasing 
the literacy of the people. There is hardljij^ apy future for a province 
where literacy in the English language , below 3 per cent. ' 
end the general literacy apart from language js i^]bou^'9 per cent. Sir, 
what future can there be for a Province on this besp — appalling illi- 
teracy, lowe.st expectation of life end w^hat ^Sy^dpst important, the fact i 
that our able-bodied population is without any means of livelihood or 
work for more than half the year. What is required : is a National 
Planned Economy whereby the luttidicrafts in rural areas which have 
been destroyed by competition of foreign capitalists end manufacturers 
— all these rural handicrafts should be re-habiliteted by a well-planned 
scheme of economic welfare. (Interruption from the European Group.) 
Sir, I am very glad to have been ibtenjupted by an honourable memljer 
of the E\irop«m Grotlp,^ because their forefathers were mainly respons- 
ible for the destruction bh- Bshgal’s handicrafts since the days of the 
East Indio Company, and ^t is time thot we give back to the people 
what they have lost as a source "^of^Iivelihood available in the villages. 
We cannot expect the millions in the rural areas to migrate to the few 
jute mills on the river bank. We cannot indutrialise the whole 
population of Bengal in a day. Therefore, we must be prepared to 
bring back the villager to his own cottage and his own home. Other- 
wise, there is no economic future for the whole Province. All the 
pressing national problem is ultimately the problem of the welfare and 
defence of the people, I hope these measures will remove the chronic 
difiiculties of the masses end their wretched condition should be consi- 
dered in a more liberal spirit rather than that this growth in revenue 
should be spent and frittered away on measures which should belong 
to the Centre and not to the Provincial Government. 


Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, the two outstanding items of 
expenditure in this otherwise colourless budget presentjsd by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister are the provisions of rupees otie lakh 
for communal harmony end of Us. 76,000 for salaries of Parliamentary 
Secretaries. To these two items mainly 1 shall ponfine my oliMTva- 
iions« But before I do so I wish to offer my thanks and thanks of 
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my fellow-workers of the All-India Women Conference, Calcutta 
Branch, for the provision of Bs. 1,500 towards the maintenance charge 
of the ‘*Chhatriniketan’*, which is a hostel run hy our association for 
mofussil girls, reading in Calcutta colleges having no attached hostel 
of their own. The All-India Women Conference, Calcutta Branch, has 
jbeen agitating for years for the establishment of such hostels for the 
benefit of the increasing number of girls students from the mofussil 
and it is greatly appreciated that Government has at last recognised 
the necessity of establishing such hostels. It is gratifying that the 
first monetary assistance from Government has been rCbeived from 
the hands of Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee, the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, who was the first man to help us with a grant from the 
University when we started this hostel 3 years ago. 

I find that in spite of my request made last year to show the allot- 
ments for girls and hoys schools in the primary stages separately, the 
amount has again been lumped together in the present budget. The 
amount of Its. 3,40,00b and Bs. 50,12,000 for grants to non-government 
primary schools and local bodies respectively are meant both for boys 
and girls; and we do not know how much of this money is going to 
be spent on girls’ education and how much on boys. This information 
is essential in the interest of girls’ education. Similarly, a sum of 
Bs. 92,000 has been provided for adult education, but here also it is 
not known how much of this amount will go for the education, of 
women. I maintain that under these two heads girls and women 
should share equally with boys and men if not more, as not only the 
education of girls is behind-hand but also their education indirectly 
helps the education of boys. v 

Sir, another suggestion I would like to make about .the Education 
Budget is that want of trained women teachers is a crying need all over 
Bengal for the development and progress of girls education. The 
number of training schools or centres for this purpose is very few 
and it is desirable that some more centres should be opened to give 
facilities for girls education in the districts. I do hope the Hon’l^e 
the Education Minister will take this into consideration in his next 
budget or if possible in the supplementary budget. 

Next, Sir, comes the youth welfare grant. A sum of Bs. 28,000 
has been placed under the physical directress for the benefit of girls 
and women. I would like to know from the Hon’ble the Education 
Minister if any definite scheme has been prepared for the proper utilisa- 
tion of this amount. 

I wish to reiterate the demand I made last year for substantial 
monetory assistance for the Tollygunge Charitable Hospital which I 
rei^ret has again been neglected. The old hospital building has been 
condemned and will soon have to be demolished. Plans and estimate 
for a jiew hospital Ibuilding have already been prepared and submitted 
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to Unless Government comes to our assistance, it will 

not b| {possible to begin the work of construction. I may add here that 
this w a most important suburban hospital, catering not only for the 
growing population of Tollygunge, but also for the poorer classes of 
the surrounding villages who are unable to obtain treatment elsewhere. 


Sir, as I mentioned at the very outset, the item which calls for care- 
ful consideration of the House is the provision of rupees one lakh for 
communal harmony. 

If a real t^ommunal amit}' could be secured by spending money, we 
would not grudge even ten times the above amount ; but past experience 
makes one rather pessimistic in this matter. We have had slogans 
from platforms and the Press galore, committees formed, resolutions 
passed for bringing about unity between the two communities; but they 
led -to no results. Without a regular detailed scheme on which the 
Government is going to work, it is not possible'' to understand if this 
amount will be well-spent. Distribution of leaflets, peace literatures, 
subsidising newspapers or appointing preachers will not help in the 
least. On the other hand, such actions will be put down as undue 
favouritism and patronage and the remedy will be worse than the 
disease. If it is the intentio^i of Government to bring about real unity, 
it can only be achieved bj' a change of heart and sincere effort on 
the part of the leaders of, both communities to face the various problems 
with courage and impartiality without keeping one eye on the ballot- 
box. I hope, Sir, that a heart living and throbbing with feelings for 
the good of the people of Bengal will be present when schemes will be 
-drawn up^ under this head and something reaK something good and 
something noble will come out for the good of our people in this 
province. The communal bitterness in Bengal has spread to such an 
extent that it cannot be wiped out by doles of money. To extinguish 
this consuming Are and scourage from amongst us and establish 
genuine peace and amity, it requires sacrifices from individuals jointly 
anfl severally and not mere platform lip-salve. 

As regards the increased provision of Rs. 76,000 for salaries of 
Whips and Parliamentarv Secretaries, it is ill-timed and unnecessary. 
It is not understood why as many as 18 such functionaries should be 
necessary, particularly when the normal life of the Assembly is coming 
to a close. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I wish to make a 
few observations on the Budget estimate so ably presented to this House 
by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Sir, before the formation of this new Ministry we read many things 
in fhe newspapers and I hoped — really lofty expectations were raised 
in our minds and we thought — that the much-quoted slogan of the 
Hon’bla the Chief Minister that he will make necessary provisims for 
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the dalbhat of the poor people of Bengal wfis going to be fulfilled this 
time. Sir, with that expectation I opened the pages* of the Budget 
but cbuld find no indication in that direction. The Budget is the 
replica of the bureaucratic Budget and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
for whom I have got the highest respect has taken shelter under the 
War. It is a War Budget. It goes to show that this Budget is not a 
Budget of Nation Building but it is a Budget of Nation saving. Sir, 
if I be allowed to use the word, I think it is a Budget which will not 
save the Nation but which will go to benefit a few lakhs gf people who 
live in the urban areas. The learned Dr. Mookerjee rightly stressed 
the fact that this Budget missed the important item of Nation-building 
and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself has admitted it. in his 
memorandum. Sir, this Budget is disappointing from all aspects and 
it is not worthy of the Hon’ble Minister who has presented it. 

«•» ■ 

I am fully conscious of the limitations linder w’hich the present 
Ministry had to labo||^r in view of the short time at their disposal to 
present a Budget. I am reminded of the pronouncement made in this 
House by one of the intellectual giants w'ho declared, if I remember 
him aright, that he could produce a Budget in 3 hours’ time; but in 
spite of 3 weeks’ time this Budget could not be made more satisfactory. 
Again, this Budget is a deficit Budget. It is very unfortunate that 
this province is being confronted with a defipit Budget from 1939-40. 
This reflects no credit on the Ministry whicti calls itself progressive. 
Moreover, this Budget is called a AVar Budget. In spite of increase 
under the head “Taxes and Duties’’, this Budget could not be adjusted 
and balanced. We find on comparison that Bs. 107 lakhs will accrue 
from tiiree new taxes in the current year. Dr. Mookerjee has already 
referred to the assurance given by the then Finance Minister at the 
time when these Taxation Bills were passed that the proceeds of this 
taxation would be spent on nation-building departments. May I 
pertinently ask whether this has been so or it has been spent on any 
purpose other than for which it was meant. It is well-known that only 
15 per cent, people lives in the city and the sum of Rs. 4 crores out 
of this taxation is going to be spent on them. We fully realise that 
the war is coming nearer and nearer, but my humble submission is that 
it would be more beneficial if, without utilising these taxation proceeds 
on war emergency, loans could be floated for meeting such extraordinary 
measures. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in his Memorandum has admitted that 
Civil Defence is a Central charge but has also expressed a doubt as to 
whether the Provincial Government can be made responsible for that. 
But at the same time, he has taken away a large slice of money to the 
extent of one crore 25 lakhs for expenditure on civil defence. With 
these few preliminary observations, I come to the budgetary figures as 
given in the Budget Estimates^ 
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AtliregardB the deficit, we find that in 1940-41, th^ was a deficit 
•dI 91 liilEhs. In 1941-42, that is during the current year, tlie doting 
balant^ is one crore 50 lakhs revenue and the revenue is higher hy 
<>ne.orore 25 lakhs. There is thus an improvement of one crore 34 
lakhs. But at the same time the expenditure is higher by 94 lakhs. 
Going into the details of the Budget, we find that out of this sum, rupees 
30 lakhs has been spent on the relief of people in cyclone-affected 
areas and also for giving relief to the sufferers of the Dacca Biot. 
Coming to another aspect of the Budget Estimate, we find that in 

1939- 40 a st^ of rupees 3 lakhs was allotted for Civil Defence. In 

1940- 41 it was increased to 7 lakhs and in the Budget Estimate for 

1941- 42 a sum of 7^ lakhs was provided but in the revised Budget it 
ha.s b^n raised to 78 lakhs. Thus, we find that the greatest increase 
has occurred under the head “Civil Defence”, on A. R. P. measures. 
This gives a very gloomy picture of this year’s Budget. This sum will 
be spent for taking necessary precautionary' measures and saving 
the people from any possible air-raid. This sum is to be spent mainly 
wilhin the danger zone, that is, Calcutta, Ch^tagong and Asansol. 
Sir, I am a resident in the town of Chittagong and I know very well 
how this sum is being spent in Chittagong. 

I find from ray bitter experience that there is no method in this 
expenditure, and it is being very hurriedly spent on the measures. The 
<;ontractors make huge profit. My appeal to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is that he would kindly see that this valuable money is not 
inis-spent and it is spent for the very purpose for which it is meant. 

Then, Sir, there is anotjier aspect of the Budget about which I wish 
to make a few observations. It reflects great credit on the part of the 
last (xovermneut that they could spend a sum of Bs. 2^ crores towards 
agricultural loans. There was a terrible distress amongst the agri- 
cultural population of Bengal and the ex-Government really rose to the 
occasion and spent as much as Its. 2| crores. As regards agricultural 
loan, I have got my humble suggestion to make; from my humblg 
e^^erience 1 find that often time the really needy peasants do not get 
this loan. There is a legal difliculty also in their way. The loans are 
advanced to groups of 4 or 5 at a time and unless they can get hold of 
other 3 or 4, they cannot get the loan. Another aspect of this loan is 
that it goes to the pockets of persons known as middlemen in their 
respective villages or to the pockets of those who have influence with 
the Circle Officers or other agencies through whom these loans are 
distributed. 

Sir, I may observe that of the increased taxation receipts, that is 
out of Bs. 1 crore 7 lakhs will be spent on items under head “Extra- 
ordinary Charges”. It is regretted such a high percentage of the 
increased receipts should be spent on items under head “Extra- 
ordinary charges”. 
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There is a spark of hope and that hope is that aft additioniil 
of Bs. 30 lakhs has been provided in the Bhdget and ont of that snmr 
only Bs. 5 lakhs and odds under ‘^Edncation’\ . * 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who is a veteran ediicatipi^ 
knows very well the educational conditions of the illiterate mhasen. 
Sir, he has got the opportunity and a unique opportunity has present- 
ed itself to him to serve these poor masses in whose name we always 
speak and we always say we are their representatives. Sir, really we 
expected many things from a veteran educationist like our Finance 
Minister but in this respect we have been utierly disappobated. 

Sir, I do not like to quote comparative figures of other provinces 
to show that Bengal is lagging behind in the field of mass education. 
Sir, there was a time when Bengal was in the forefront; Bengid once 
led the rest of JEildia but to-day it has fallen on evil days. From the 
educational point of vieiy the Bengalee masses have sunk deep: are 

sinking deeper and deeper in the welter of illiteracy. Sir, since the 

advent of the British rule in this country, illiteracy in the whole of 
India has increased year after year. To-day even after 200 years of 
a so-called civilized British rule we find that in India about only 10 per 
cent, of the people are literate. It refiects a great shame on us that even 
after Provincial Autonomy things have not changed considerably. If 

you compare the sums of money spent on “Primary Education” by 

other provinces of India, we really feel ashamed of our own province. 
A province which has the largest population spends so little a sumi on 
Primary Education. Of course, during these 4 or 5 years the expendi- 
ture under head “Primary Education’’ has been doubled but that is up 
to 60 lakhs. I think it is a drop in the ocean. It should have been at 
least 2 crores by this time. A good sum of money which is obtained 
from the new taxation measures should have been diverted to this most 
important Nation-building Department. Sir, it is evident that mass 
education is the sub-stratum on which a Nation’s progress is based. Sir, 

. all aspects of human progress depend on this most important ekment. 

Sir, it is said that primary education is the birth-right of ev^ 
citisen. Sir, even the Congress has declared that universal and 
compulsory primary education is one o| the fundamental rights of the 
people of India. Sir, because this new Minist:!^ includes two of the 
prominent members of the Congress Forward Bloc I thought that the 
expenditure under that head might be increased at least to some extent. 
A pitttance of Bs. 6 lakhs is nothing for the purpose. 

There is another aspect to which I wish to draw l^e attention 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Will the honourable member take a little more 
timeF 


Hr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. 
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MOOKEIMltl Sir, may 1 expreia soy 
to the Home tiiat on account of an unavoidable engagemaht 
I haili lo leave the Chamber. I have requested my honourable 
eqUeilgiia Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu to take notes of the speeches. I 
bqpe the House will excuse me. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As I was saying, Sir, there is another aspect 
to which I wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and that 
is that nothing has been allotted for the advancement of Muslim 
Education i% this year’s Budget. Although it is an admitted fact that 
the Muslim community are very much backward in modern education, 
it is far from our mind that unjust concession should be made for their 
education. But, Sir, it is being said that instead of encouraging the 
rapid advancement of education among the Musliipsi^^ the provision 
which had been made in the previous year is going to be omitted in the 
revised Budget. For example, the grant which was being given to the 
Fazlul Huq Muslim Hall at Dacca is going to be omitted. It is most 
regrettable that the progress of Muslim education should be hampered 
in this way. The Muslims form the majority of the population in this 
province and it is reasonably expected that they should at least be equal 
in the field of education. The Hon’ble Minister for Education knows 
very well what the Muslim community wants. He also knows that 
meritorious boys and girls cannot proceed with their higher studies for 
wimt of adequate means. It is the appalling poverty which is retarding 
the progress of Muslim education in Bengal. 

Sir, in 1938 in this very Chamber I moved a resolution for an addi« 
tional allptment of 25 lakhs for the advancement of Muslim Education. 
This House was good enough to accept that resolution unanimously. 
Then I put a question in 1939 regarding this resolution and the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister who was then also in charge of Education, gave a 
definite assurance that the resolution would be given effect to. Since 
then two years have passed but nothing has been allotted even in this 
year’s Budget estimate for this purpose. There is another aspect of the 
matter which has been so pointedly alluded to by the Begum Sahib 
and it is the lack of adequate funds allotted in the Budget for advance* 
ment of female education in Bengal. The condition of female education 
in this Province is more appalling than it is elsewhere ; especially among 
the Muslim community female education is hopelessly backward and an 
adequate sum of money should be provided for the opening of special 
schools and grant of scholarships for the encouragen^ent of higher 
education among them. 

Another fact to f^hich I wish to draw the attention of the Hdfi’ble 
Minister is that the grant for training the teachers of primary schools 
luM been reduced by half. . It is a well-known fact that in this province 
money spent on primary education has been merely wasted' b^use 
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%j8 «nd girlf who go to primary sohoiria ido not that aoxi of llteittcsgiw; 
which can be neoful to them in alter»lifo. So, trained teachera imA * 
l^lgisge number of trained teachers is the cry for the imprormnenb of- 
IChslim education. One>teaoher school also is a great defect. « It ia 
d Wt that the percentage of trained teachers in Bengal is t^e loweft 
of all the other provinces, with a few exceptione|p • Therefore, if educSf 
4ion has got to be improved and made efficient, it is neoessary..that the 
eiUEa^ sum at least should be provided but on the contrary it has been 
reduced by half. Another matter which has been alluded' to by Begum 
fiamida Momin is a provision of one lakh of rupees fog- communal 
harmony in this province. Sir, this is a matter Vhich is very deat 
to my heart and, spteaking personally and individually, throughout 
my life, I have thought it my sacred duty to do all I can to bring 
about and promote communal haimony. It was only the other day 
thht I mo vedy a Resolution on this matter but was grieved to see that 1 
got very litlle support in its favour. If I remember aright, none of my 
Hindu friends took part in the discussion on that resolution and prac- 
tically I was pooh-poohed and ridiculed at the time. I am therefore 
very glad, Sir, to see that within a very short time a kaleidoscopic 
change has taken place in the outlook of the Ministry and they have 
accordingly come forward with a' pretty sum of one lakh of rupees. 

My apprehension is that this sum may not be spent properly and 
that it may be spent for propaganda in favour of the present 
Ministry. I think this is a matter for which every Bengali should 
strive. We, Hindus and Muslims, have been living in this land not 
for one or two centuries but for^any many centuries together as good 
neighbours and we so long worked together, and we have been associat- 
ed together for the good of this country. In the Mogul period and in 
the Pathan period we had been living together without any animosity 
and there used to be very little clash between Hindus and Muslims. 
Bven Hindu generals used to be sent by Muslim emperors against 
Muslims: such good confidence existed at that time. But we find now 
that the condition has changed and 'changed for the worse. We are 
now quarrelling with each other in a disgraceful manner. I would 
request the Ministry that the money be spent in such a way as would 
inakft a change of heart among the two communities possible. What is 
needed is a change of heart. Unless there is a change of heart, no 
amount of money will be worth spending. I do not believe in pact, in 
understanding and in agreement. They will not cure the diitease, 
unless we change our hearts, unless we have confidence in each other 
and unless we have respect for each other. 

Then, Sir, there is another matter to whicljvij^would like to draw 
the attention of the House. I find that since the inauguraUon of the 
Provincial Autonomy the resouices of B^igal have been increased to 
the extent of 13r6* per cent, by tlie new taxatjjon measures. But 
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expendlp^ on nation4>iiilding depaztinoate 4ias been enbaboed oi^ 
by 2 In the pre-Antonomy days it was 22 per ccait.i ni^w It 

is 24 {^'oeni. It is a sad commentary on tbe^ Proeanoiai AntonoeiB^ 
in Benj|Bl» Again, Sir, comparing tbe Budget figures of 1938-32 wl^ 
those ol 1941-42, we find that there has been an increase of Rs. 7 lakhf 
under the head ^'Land Revenue”, 2 lakhs under the head **£xoisa'^ 
and 2 lakhs under the head '^Forest”. And there has been a rise of . 
Bs. 18 lakhs under '^Qeneral Administration.” Even this^ yearns 
Budget provides for approximately 2 lakhs increase. Cry after cry baa 
been raisedi from this House, from public platforms t^t the oxpsnr 
diture under this hhad should be curtailed. But instead of that what 
do we find? There is a gradual increase under the head ^Gonenl 
Administration”. Sir, this increase of two lakhs has occurred >undar 
a progressive Government and that does not redound to the oredit of 
the present Ministry. Sir, I hope and trust that a*^aerious attempt 
will be made to reduce expenditure under ‘‘General Administration.” 
Sir, it is a black spot which cannot be justified. 

Sir, there is another much-critioised department and that is tho 
“Police”. There is an increase of 27 lakhs under this head. Sir, it 
is fortunate that this Ministry includes one as the Chief Minister who 
declared more than once in his public speeches that if he was given the 
power to manage the police force he could manage with ^rd of the 
expenditure which was being spent on it. But contrary to his previous 
speeches, he as Chief Minister has allowed an increase of expenditure 
under the head “Police”. Sir, I am conscious of the fact that Police 
is a very necessary element in the public life of any administration. 
They are necessary for the protection and safety of the people. But 
comparing the figures of other provinces we find that Bengal has been 
spending a disproportionately large amount on Police. Sir, Madras 
with double the area of Bengal and with an equal population spends 
much less; so also Bombay. Even the Punjab, where the crime ratio 
^ greater is spending comparatively much less whereas Bengal spends 
the highest amount. I appeal to this Ministry that during their 
regime at least this charge should be readjusted in ihch a way 
that the expenditure is brought down, ensuring at the same time that 
the efficiency of the force is not affected. Sir, I find that under head 
“Education” there has been an increase of 35 lakhs while at the same- 
time I find there is a decrease of 86 thousand under head “Medical”. 
Sir, medical relief is a thing which is necessary to keep the people 
healthy. Sir, a large number of people dies every year from malaria^ 
cholera and other preventible diseases. Sir, the x>easantry of Beng^ 
Itad reached a stag^as Mr. Bentley so aptly said— that they live on 
a diet on which even the cannot live for a week. So for the 

peasantry medical relief should be amply provided. But we find leom 
tha^udget fig^s that the provision for the establishment of v^lage 

* 10 ^ 
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dispeiisaries has been redmsed aad in the dtreciaon ef ratal reeonstrae^ 
taon, the allotments for ratal sanitation, ratal water-supply have aU 
been reduced.’ This is not good. Sit, may 1 ask the Hon’ble Ministers 
whether they are justified in tiddng away this money meant for these 
poor men while they are spending crores for the little few who live 
in urban areas. 

Sir, I find there has been an increase of Bs. 8 lakhs during these 
5 years under the head ^Tublic Health”, Bs. 2 lakhs under 'X^o-opera- 
tion” and only 4 lakhs under ^Tndustries”. Now, Sir, this is the 
proper time for the development and encouragement of cotikge-industry 
and other industries. Taking advantage of the situation which has 
been brought about by this devastating war, other provinces are.fqrging 
ahead with their industrial expansion. For example, many industries 
have been rapidly expanded in the Punjab under . State patronage. 
But to our great regret, to our great disappointment we find in Bengal 
that nothing has been shown in the Budget for giving - aid . to the 
industries. It is an admitted fact that unless the industries and agri- 
culture are developed, there will be no solution of the unemployment 
problem. Government service and private services cannot absorb all 
the unemployed people. It is a very opportune moment for the 
Government to come forward with a scheme for the improvement of 
cottage-industries and other big industries. It is very disappointing 
that no adequate provision has been made under this head in the 
Budget. 

Next we find an increase of Bs. 27 lakhs under “Civil Works”. 
Under war conditions I think this is the only department in which 
expenditure should have been curtailed but even in this department 
we find expenditure has been increasing. Under “External Charges” 
also I find an increase. Since the inauguration of the Provincial 
Autonomy there has been an increase of Bs. 153 lakhs under this head. 

There is another matter to which I wish to draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister and that is under the head “Minister!^ 
aalaries”. The expenditure under this head has increased from 
Bs. 4,51,000 to Bs. 5,00,019. 1 fail to understand how can there be 
any increase. The number of Ministers has been reduced and in the 
Ministry there are gentlemen who used to talk of receiving Bs. 500 
or Bs. 1,000 monthly. But in spite of all these there has been an 
increase in expenditure. 

. There is another item in the Budget which has also been alluded 
t6 by Begum Saheba and that is with regard to the appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries for which a provision of iiis. 48,000 has been 
made in the Budget. 

1 may in this connection make a commit on the appointmtmt pi 
.18 Whips. It is felb that them is no need for the ipiraintinent^ t^ 
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Sir, the nuinber of Ministers is nine hht the number 
of '^^ps, including one Parliamentary Secretary, is eightem. As 1 
haTU^ t^eady said, the revised figures omit such useful projects ae 
Ilf lidths of rupees for the Fazlul Huq Moslem Hall, one lakh 48 
thousand for training centres for primary school teachers- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order order. The honourable member has 
already spoken for 45 minutes. He should now try to conclude. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: All right, Sir. The provision of Bs. 80,000 
for the mu^-needed adult education has also been omitted. 

Sir, judging from these provisions and non-provisions, I must say 
/that “the' Budget is most disappointing and unsatisfactory from all 
points of view. It does not contain any planned policy nor does it 
show that the Ministry is going to launch upon any project beneficial 
to the people of BengaL 

(After Mr. Nur Ahmed had finished, no member rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If no members are willing to take part in the 
general discussion of the Budget, then it will be the duty of the Chair 
to conclude the general discussion and ask the Finance Minister to 
reply to the debate. 

•Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: On a 

point of explanation, Sir. As has been already stated by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir, we did not have sufficient time to go through the 
Budget papers to be ready to discuss it today. So we could not get 
ourselves prepared for today — I mean all of us. But two members of 
this party have given their views on the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate the point already made by 
Mr. Huma3run Eabir and now by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muasaamuddin 
Hosain. It is unfortunate that there has been an interval of two days 
only since the presentation of the Budget in this House and that the 
Council had sittings on both these days. I realise the difliculty of the 
honourable members, but my difficulty consists in the faot that these 
dates are fixed by His Excellency the Governor acting in his individual 
judgment under rule 13 of the Governor’s Buies, wh*ch runs as 
follows ; — 

**On a day or days to be appointed by the Governor exercising his 
Individual judgment subsequent to the day on which the 
Budget is presented and for such time as the Governor 
exercising his individual judgment may allot for this 
purpose, the Council shall be at liberty to discuss the 
Budget as a whole or any question of principle involved 
. • therein.*’ 
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fionourable m«mber6 will, therefore, realise tirat neither the Chair 
nor the m«nbers of the House have any right to oritioise the decision 
of His Excellency, when in his individual judgment he has allotted 
tiiese days for the discussion of the Budget. Nevertheless, I consider 
it necessary to state that it is the duty of the Covemment to place 
before His Excellency the fact that if there is no interval between the 
presentation of the Budget and the general discussion thereon, it causes 
inconvenience to the members to make comments on the Budget with 
advantage, so that necessary steps may be takexk in this regard in 
future. If there be no interval before the general discussion is taken 
up here, it is very difficult to take up the discussion of such an 
important matter as the Budget, particularly for this House where there 
is no voting of demands for grant and where a general discussion Is the 
only chance that the House gets of giving its views on the Budget of 
the Government. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Ministers 
to bear this point in mind in the future. Fnder these circumstances, 
I adjourn the House now but 1 expect that there will be no dearth of 
speakers when the House meets on Monday next. 

ClMUiga in the tima of the sitting of the Home. 

Mr« PRESIOEHTS I have a further announcement to make and 
that is with regard to the change in the time of the sitting of this 
House. Bepresentations have been made to me by the Leaders of the 
different parties in the House that the time for the sitting of the 
Council may be delayed by half an hour. I agree with this point of 
view and 1 hope it will be convenient to all the honourable iuembers. 
I have also to inform the Government that in future the Council will 
ordinarily sit at 2-46 p.m. instead of at 2-16 p.m. 

The House now stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
23rd February . 

Adjourninmt. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
February, 1942. 
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MtnibMi AlMMit 

The following ^members were absent from the meeting held on the 
20th February, 1942: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ohaziul Huq. 

(10) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

* (15) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(16) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahaman. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Bashid. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(21) Sir B. P. Singh Boy. 

(22) Baja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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BENGAL LECmAnVE OOUIWIL DEBAIES 

" • 

First SMioii~>No. 8. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chainller of the Legi^ative 
Building, Cihcutta, on Monday, the 23rd Februal^, at 2*45 ^.m., 
being the fifth day «f the First Session; pursUaht to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Sattendka Chanhba Mit^^ wm 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Questions which rsauMnid un insw i w d during ti|c Third Session of 

1941. 

Oeoca Riot 

48. Rai Bahadur B. N. SINHA, of Nashipurt Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state-~ 

(a) the number of persons injured or killed during the riot at Dacca 

in September and October, 1941; 

(b) how many of them are Hindus and how many Muslims; 

(c) -how many of them are respectively male, female and children ; 

^ (d) how many of them bad to be sent to hospital; 

(e) what was the cause of the last riot ; and 

(f) what action the Gk>vernment have taken to stop the occurrence f 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Non*blo Mr. A. K. Failui Huq): (a) and (b)— ^ 

A. 




Total. 

Muslims. ' 

Hindus. 

Injured 

• • 

249 

iai . V 

k 

Killed 

• • 

21 

8 

13 


(c) One (dd Hindu woman’s body was recovered with wounds which 
may ^ Aomicidal and one boy of l^. was amongst \hoee ^jured. 
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(d) The figure readily aTailable is 88, but this may not be complete. 

{e) I refer my honourable friend to the communique issued on the 

doth Oct^d>V» ''I84IL. 

(f) Action has been taken and has hitherto proved successfuL 
Details am^ven in the communique already mentioned. In addition 
a Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance was promulgated on the 4th 
November, 1041, and since then it has been possible gradually to relak 
the restrictions impoigd;< ' 

Rti Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the report published in the newspaper that the 
Government are contemplating withdrawal of the orders against both 
Hinmis and Muslims in connection with the riots at Dacca, is true? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Nothing has been 
decided but the matter is being considered. 


Datamit ami paHtM priaoiiam. 

as. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA "OAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state how many detenus 
there are at present in Bengal, movements of how many have been 
restrioted, how many are convicted political' prisoners, aPd how many 
are civil disobedience prisoners? 

(6) Is it the intention of the Government to consider the question 
of the release sympathetically and release them without any further 
delay? If not, will Government be pleased to state their grounds for 
such refusal and if this refusal is applicable to all the different classes 
of political prisoners mentioned in the previous question? 


Tht Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl (a)— 


(t) Terrorist "cdnvicts 

(u) Prisoners under the Defence of India Bxde 

(m) Persons Restricted under Defence of 
Rule 86 (I)— 

(1) Security prisj|^er8 — 

. OrdhMay 

V... 

^pbci^ 

(2) Otherwise restricted 
(iv) Civil disobedience convicts . .. 

. r 

(h) The matter is under oonsidoratlcn^ 


60 

110 

India 


... 266 
... 1,105 
...2,011 
... Nil 
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. tALIT «HANOIIA OMi wm A* ]laa<bl* lfW«M be 

I^kNM|i,^to «tate whether the ffiven ere the latest figures f 

lit Htil*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLtIL HUQ: The figures were 
collected for answer due on the 4th December, 1941. Since then they 
have been brought, not up to date, but up to the mid(^*oi( January. 
So, strictly speaking, these figures are not up to date. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if fhe arrest made in each case has. obtained the approval of 
the Hon’ble Ministers f 

The Hon’lila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt It is a very embarras- 
sing question. The consent of the Ministers cannot alwiys be 
obtained. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR 8 Are we to understand that in some 
cases arrests were made without the consent or even knowledge of the 
Ministers P 

The Hon'blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sometimes arrests are 
made and then it is made known to the Ministers. 

. ‘Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it a fact that in the case of arrests 
made under the Defence of India Rules, arrests can be made by local 
officers, only with the authority of the provincial Government? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Powers are delegated to 
local officers. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that the local 
officers exceeded their powers in making arrests directly without 
reference to the provincial Government? 

e * 

Tht Hon’hM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Even when arrests are 
made by local officers on their own authority, we get an opportunity 
to see whether the action is justified or not. ^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand tha! the 
Ministers are only given the pleasure of having- a post-mortem 

examination on acts already committed? J . 

. *" 

Tht Hon'hlt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not always. The orders 
are framed and issued to local officers. It is in those cases that the 
Ministers are not consulted. But in other cases^ the Ministers are 
consulted. ' m ' ' 
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; Mr. HUilAyUll KMIlllr 

to reptesenl to. the fiovemment of Indie that arresti made wisent the 
consent of the provincial Government are in many cases of doubtful 
Talidityf^-;.. ■■ 

Tht Hofl’blt Mr* A* K* FAZLlfL HUQs At the present moment* 
in consequence of the grave war situation the officials are allowed a 
certain amount of latitude with which the Ministers dq not^ it 
proper to interfere; bpt ordinarily it would hot be a correct procedure* 
as has been mentioned by the honourable member. 

Dri^ RADHA KUMUO MOaKEIMI: Is the Hoh’ble Mhlster 
•atisfi^ with the position that in a grave matter where the liberty of 
a citizen is concerned, the mere consent and authority of local officers 
may do without prior reference to the Minister concerned? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly it is not a 

satisfactory position hut the whole of the present position is imsatis- 
factory. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Thank you. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Arising out of 
answer (&)(**») (^) “Otherwise restricted,” will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who are these persons “otherwise restricted”? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find from the papers 
that in many cases orders of restrictions are passed and they are 
sometimes obeyed and sometimes if they are not found convenient, 
they'*are disobeyed. If they disobey, they are tried and convicted ^ 
that it is difficult . to make out a complete list of persons who are 
restricted in various ways. That is how it is put, down as “otherwise 
restricted”. 

m 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is the restriction 
made under the Defence of lindia Act ? What is the character of the 
offence they committed and under what Act, if any, they are 
restricted? 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. F/ttLUIl HUQ: Generally, they ui- 
persons trho have been convicted in < consequence of disobeying 
restrictions in *10100.* .! • • > # 
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Mlia PRC$IDENTi The House will now resume further genenJ 
^scu^ioti of the Budget. Under rule 15 of the Bengal Legislatift 
ColuiHt (Governor’s) Rules, I fix 20 minutes as the time-limit for 
each speaker. * * 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAt Sir, I agree with the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister’s statement that the present Ministry is burden* 
ed with tltb heritage and the commitments of their predecessor. 
There can be no denying that fact. All the same, I must congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister for not imposing any fresh taxation at 
this stage. But at the same time one cannot help observing that no 
radical change is discernible in the framing of the budget. It look* 
really like the Budget of the previous Ministry with a little gloss 
here and there. It is quite apparent — and one has to acknowledge 
it — that -the present Ministry is also hedged around by the steel-frame 
of the Constitution and they cannot expand as they like. But one is 
bound to observe that there appears to be no alert mind behind this 
budget, — a mind which will actually work out a plan for the uplift 
of the nation. Of course, looking to the exigencies of the War 
situation, I must frankly admit that I agree with the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister that in the present critical International situation the budget 
of any Government can only be a Nation-saving one and not a Nation- 
building one. No doubt we have to save ourselves first and then only 
the question of building the Nation will come. To that I think no 
dbjection^ can reasonably be taken. But even from that stand-point 
the budget ought to be scrutinised as to whether it is really a budget 
of which the object is to save the nation from the perils and the evil 
effects of the war. It is not possible really for a provincial Govern- 
ment to provide for the safety of the population from the military 
point of view, but at the same time the provincial Government must 
e^ert its utmost to save the people from the evil effects of the war. 
Now, the latest development in the war situation has brought the war 
almost to our doors. The shadow of war is now over the province of 
Bengal. It seems clear that Bengal may be the first victim of the 
war among the provinces of India. < 80 , the Ministry will have to 
consider the whole situation and to provide for air-raid precautionary 
measures as far as it is possible for the provincial Government to do 
so. Now, in saying that the provincial Government should provide tor 
the emergency, I do not ask the provincial Government to make 
arrangements to resist an invasion or to resist an aerial attack. But 
at the same time there are some duties imposed upon the provincial 
Gov^nment to provide against such things as injuries due to aerial 
attadcs in the case of any invasion or of any dieturbance occurring in 
the ccsiirse of the There is likely to be internal dislocation in ^ 
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country. The unspeial flcpents may the^ ii|iper hand. Leaaona 
in such matters ought to he taken from ihe experimioes gathered in 
Burma. In the allotment made in the budget, I find thme is ;epme 

? roTi8ion made for A.B.P. arrangements. But ' would that sfdlceP 
ractically, A.B.P. provisions would apply to the large cities which 
are Uahle to aerial attacks, but it would not really soItc the whole 
problem. For, with the development of the war situation there will 
not only be cases of air-raid victims for which provision has to be 
considered but provision has also to be made for safeguarding the 
morale of the whole nation. Steps should be taken to 8|e that there 
may not be any economic breakdown in the country. It is the morale 
of the nation which ought to be preserved and for which Gkivemment 
should exert its utmost. The condition of the civil population is to 
be looked into and their morale carefully safeguarded. For example, 
the nfoment Bengal becomes the victim of air-raid, there will be 
dislocation in transport, there will be dislocation in trade 
and the inevitable result of that will be the shortage of 
the elementary necessaries of life in the rural areas and 
even in cities which are far away from Calcutta. Transport facilities 
will not then be available to the civil population, because the military 
will be bound to utilise them. Therefore, the provincial Government 
ought to take the present opportunity by the forelock and take all 
precautionary measures against the dislocation and the breakdown of 
the transport system of the country. 

The provincial Government must take into account the possibility 
of large-scale industries being damaged. Sir, China has shown and 
shown successfully during the last 4| years what can be done by a 
determined Nation to develop, not only large-scale industries but also 
industries which will meet the needs of the people, the ordinary 
requirements of the people. There may be food shortage. The 
Agricultural Department should take steps to see that the agricul- 
tural population of the Country must devote their energies to the 
production of more food crops than commercial crops. They should 
be informed that there would be no more facilities for export of their 
commercial crops; so it is time for them to produce food crops and 
raw materials which the national industries of the country will require. 
Sir, it may be said that Government cannot start industries but 
that Government’s business is to enable the country to take the 
initiative^ It is Government’s business to give proper instructions 
and to show the path and give the lead; and unless the provin- 
cial Government do take any initiative now in this direction, 
irural life of this province would be dislocated and once the moral life 
pf the people of a country is dislocated, there would be complete 
bi^kdown of the nation ; and once tkere is a moial breakdoim, we aie 
dpoBied for ever. Sp, to prevent that moral hreak^own, t^e provinmal 
Government must fake measures to see thai provision is made for 
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ih» ordinary roqtareiiseAts of tho aAtion. We need not now 
tiiinl|4g| tile lMrge>8cale industries and other things, hut oertidnly ste|» 
thoiijpribe tidcra to develop small industries suited to the neods of the 
peoplb. Therefore, « I say that the countryside of the provmoe of 
Bengal should be made self-sufficient. Mere tinkering with the 
situation will not do. The appointment of a few officers who would 
just parade in the countryside with hats on their heads and shirts and 
rttorts <m~-4his will not serve the purpose, Sir. This 1 say from 
personal ^perience because I have seen this with my own eyes. We 
have seen that under the last Ministry there were many departments 
working for* rural reconstruction, but what we found was that it was 
not real reconstruction in the rural areas that was being done but 
actually it consisted of the unmethodical and planless movements of 
some fortunate recipients of official patronage. But this should not be 
repeated. Sir. one honourable member sa^'s that something is better 
than nothing. Of course, it is so; but when that something only 
means the maintenance of the supporters of the Government, we must 
record our protest against it. Therefore, I would emphatically warn 
the present ministry not to pursue that course of action. 

Now, Sir, as regards Civil Defence, I do not find any mention 
of it in the Budget. It has been mentioned in the speech of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. But if it simply means having a few civic 
guards and such other organisations that we see here to-day, then 1 
would request the Ministry and the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
gather full information about the conduct of these civic guards in 
Rangoon and in other towns of Burma after the aerial attacks were 
over as to whether they were really the messengers of protection and 
relief or of loot and arson. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYt They will run away. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: My friend says they will run 
away. But reports from Rangoon say that they did not run away 
with empty pockets. So, proper arrangements should be made in the 
scheme for Civil Defence too. The people of the country ought to be 
taken into confidence and the civil force of the province ought to “be 
mobilised, confidence ought to be reposed on the leaders of the people. 
The social forces of the country should be mobilised in order to cheek 
the unsocial elements. The present Ministry must make a move and 
repeal the present Anus Act. Can we not expect even at this stage 
that everyone in the country ought to be given free scope for the use 
of arms to protect the sanctity of our homes — our women-folk and our 
beerths and homes P When we think of our helpless position, we hang 
down our heads . in shame : we cannot' defend our hearths and homes 
and our women-'^our mothers and sisters even from the attacks qf 
■fisdina^ mmraiuders. Do we lack in courage P do not. Bsc sn s si 
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^ npw fiml thAl thpse wlio Jay that w laddii|f in conraga ava 
theaajelves lacking in courage and are roiming away Irom tiie placet 
where ^ere are aerial attacks. So courage is not tikeir ]iu»ndpoly% 
(He. HAHXDm. Hxjq CHOwnHuax: Yes, they are«running away.) So 
my friend says they are running away. X think my friend has beat 
contaminated by the spirit of the past Ministry. But, Sir, it slmuld 
be the aim of the present Ministry to move in this matter to sew that 
the Arms Act is repealed and we are allowed to have free use of arms^^ 
if not for any other purpose, at least to protect our hearths and homes. 
This sort of tinkering measures here and there would not do. 


As regards evacuation arrangements, I would ask the present 
Ministry to take a lesson from what happened in Rangoon. Tester* 
day, I had an opportunity of meeting some evacuees from Rangoon, 
both rich and poor, and heard their tales of woe. Provision should 
be made not only for the safety of the evacuees, but provision should 
also be made to give shelter to those persons who are compelled to 
evacuate from towns which will be subjected to air-attacks. The 
provision which has been made at present is absolutely inadequate. 
Then, Sir, better provision ought to be made for their food and 
clothing. They have to live first. It is our primary duty to see that 
the people of the country — ^the children of the soil — get shelter and 
food. Then their growing needs could be met afterwards which will 
take time. 


• • 

In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of the 

Ministry to one matter and it is that the Ministry should see that food 
crops are grown in labger quantities in some portions of Eastern 
Bengal. In certain parts of Tipperah from where I come, owing to 
inundation, no crops can be grown at all. Expert non-official opinion 
shows that the inundation is due to the opening of the new railways. 
Thus, it has become an annual affair there. It is, therefore, the duty 
of the present Ministry to study the condition there and see whether 
diffejent crops could be grown in different seasons and if that part of 
the country could be made a crop-producing area. Otherwise, after *a 
few years the people in that part of my own district would be com- 
■^iMled to abandon that area altogether. It is, therefore, necessary that 
the problem ought to be studied scientifically. 

* I will not deal witii the other small matters in the budget. One 
could criticise this item and that and one could have sug^sted many 
other things but the predominant idea in our minds now is, as I have 
said, to save the people of this province from possible air-raids by 
the enemy. Sir, I am coming from Chittagong direct ; I had been 
to some part of Assam also myself — and > I have foufid that the 
piredomiinant idea of the people in tikoto parts of Bengal in first to 
save IffieniSelTto from the ravages of toe The peot»le ato fiockiilg 
firote ^ towns to 1^6 rural areal, 
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B0t save tham; Pnmgiim mtut be made' for iteir ittaii» 
ienaailt People are leaving tbeir employments in the toanm awl‘ 
wse g03ig away to the rural areas thoughtlessly without knowing what 
they tWPnld do there. They only think that by doing so they would! 
anyhow save themselves from the aerial attack. So I say that the 
Provinmal Government must look to them. If small industries are 
opened m the rural areas, as has been done in China, they would not 
only supply the necessaries and requirements of the people but would 
also give employment to a very large section of the public who have 
been or who would be thrown out of employment. 

Then, with regard to Education and other matters, I would not 
refer to them in detail but one particular item I shall refer to and that 
item is adult education. I say this because (no doubt those who are 
receiving primary education is our future generation but) it is the 
present generation which would really have to face the present-day 
situation of the world. So, there must be adequate facilities for adult 
education. Teach the people the real value of things around them 
and not to be taken away by this slogan or that slogan. 

Last of all, 1 would like to say something as to the amount which 
has been allotted for bringing about communal harmony. I would ask 
for more. 1 am one of those who think that this is a matter on which 
any amount spent will be well-spent. At any cost, communal harmony 
ought to be established but I would warn against particular parly 
interests being advanced through this back-door. Beal harmony must 
be established; real amity and concord must be promoted between the 
two communities. 1 think, Sir, this is an opportune time for a move 
in that direction, because this war has to a considerable extent wiped 
out the internal dissensions and so the present time is ripe for estab- 
lishing communal harmony and for mutual understanding of the 
eternal truth that India is one and indivisible and that what we want 
to be saved is a Bengal, whole and united, and not simply a Hindu 
or a Muslim Bengal. 


* Mr. 8ACHIN0RA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, I must confess 
that Bengal’s Budget Estimate for the ensuing year falls much belpir 
popular expectation but when we take into consideration the fact that 
it is mostly a legacy of the past, we appreciate that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has in addition to that legacy been immensely handl- 
capped by the menacing International situation. We have nothing 
but words of praise for his Nation-saving budget. With the alarming 
situation in the Far East, we did not and cannot look to any 
spectacular lead in budget-making. As such, it was but natuntl to 
expect that the old deficit will continue and that a lump-sum provision 
will have to be made for Civil Defence. Sir, I do not for a moment 
qpMstion the pix>pt4a% ol suSih a big aBotment for €fi#il IBut 

]||ay I take the liberty to enquire if any weH-thbuglit out schetne foY 
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«ibetke C^vil Dofeoioe ha« Imob drawn up f We mu ansiflu* to llaue 
further and fuller detaila regarding the meaanree wlileli tie Goven^ 
mwat propose ict 'adopt for the presenration of internal security td our 
bdored Bengal. Beople of Bengal expect this Ministry to 

disclose to what extent- effective steps hanre been or are being taken 
to tackle various problems of the evacuees. The aoiliiMl towns and 
villages have been over-crowded with refugees and it is thevdhwe 
essential that adequate and urgent steps should be taken to improve 
the sanitation, food supply, etc., in these areas so tiMi no epidemic 
or famine may break out. ^ 

I may also state that the Cabinet will earn the eternal gratitude of 
the people if they chalk out a constructive policy by organising a 
national militia, subsidising armament and anti-air craft factories and 
by effecting an immediate repeal of the Indian Arms Act. 

Sir, another important feature of the budget is the allotment of 
one lakh of rupees for the promotion of communal harmony in Bengal. 
I take this opportunity to congratulate the Government on their 
far-sighted policy of restoring communal amity and hope that they 
will achieve the whole-hearted support from all quarters for their 
sincere efforts in this direction. 

Coming to the general items of expenditure, I may point out that 
steps should immediately be taken towards effective protection of the 
Ha j shah i town against erosion of the river Padma. A comprehensive 
scheme should be drawn up in collaboration with the Bajshahi muni- 
cipality, Bajshahi district board and the Rajshahi association, so 
that the town may be saved. 

In connection with grants for miscellaneous purposes or^sgientific 
research, I may mention that some provision should be made for the 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad as an encouragement towards their splendid 
services. 

Sir, it is admitted that Civil Defence has over-shadowed all other 
items of expenditure in the present budget. But the country expects 
much more from the present national Coalition Gpveniment whole 
sound judgment and enormous capacity for work conducive to the 
welfare of the nation is too wellknown. 

We, therefore, hope that side by side with effective Civil Defence 
or Nation-saving measures, the Government will devise ways and means 
so that litoracy may spread, diseases disappear and the exploitation of 
the poor ceases to exist. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Mr. President, Sir, 1 find 
that the Hon’ble t&e Finance Minister is not present in the House. 

TIm HM^Wt JGhmi Rghadiir M* AMMI. KAillMi X am taking 

^owB'.'". notes for himt /'." 




BinMRT mscosracar. 


ttt 


JUi milWUL HUQ ONOWDHUIIVt Sir, with sonie^ ourioKrtj^ 
I r0i#<'the financial statement of the Hon’ble the Fiaan<oe Mmislet 
with It ^iew to see if there was any light in that Itatemoit a new 
polio;^ that is likely to be initiated by the new Ministry. Bnt 
I muet say that I have been, as most of us who have already spolwn 
from bath sides of the House have stated that they have been, diso 
appointed. The Hon’ble Minister has given some reasons. He has 
stated before the House that they had only two months at their 
disposal to frame their budget and that only three weeks’ time was 
left to drai% up the whole budget. That is true; but as the present 
system is a parliamentary sy^^stem of Government, every party has to 
keep its programme ready and should be always ready to come into 
office. Sir, with a change of the Ministr}’, not only some new persons 
come into office but the whole programme of that party also comes in. 
So, it is absurd to say that it was not possible for them to be able to 
shape the Budget or to give effect to some at least of the important 
measures. So far as the present Budget is concerned, it has not got 
any new scheme worth the name to put forward before the House. 


The next ground he has stated is that it is a war-time budget. By 
war-time budget, 1 thought the budget would be a much more 
expensive budget but that is not the case. We have been hearing 
everyday that the present war is a total war, because it is being fought 
in every department of life. 


It is fought on the field, it is fought in the huts of the cultivators, 
it is fought in the factories; indeed it is fought in the cities as much 
it is fought in the battlefields. Therefore, Sir, if we have got to stand 
up to a War of sucli a character, namely, a total war, then we must 
look at all aspects of life. Sir, we have heard that every effort is made 
to destroy the morale of the nation bj' first of all destroying the food 
crops and by demoralising the industrial workers and labourers and 
bringing discontent among them. In this way, war is won and lost. 
Therefore, the normal working of all the departments is neglected by 
t^e Government in the name of war, in the name of fighting the war 
or rather of shirking the war. I submit that this is no ground or 
excuse which can justify the Budget as presented by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. 

The budget has got its good points as well as its bad points, but 
most of the good points, I submit, are inherited from the past Govern- 
ment and the Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself admitted it. 
Although I contend that whatever good points the budget exhibits has 
been inherited from the preceding Government, yet there are some 
objectionable features, too, with which I would like to deal. One of 
the good things which the war has given is an opportunity to improve 
tile industries of this couhtry, to expand ourinduetniBe. It is neeessnry 
that pur own induslr^ should be established on *a sound looting net 
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•oid that tiidiO’ tt now ]}]roducing oomethiug like 22 inillion varieties of 
items required ftw the war. If that is so> what advantage is our 
Government taking of this situation? Whatever industry this provihoo 
has got belongs to foreigners. Most of the large«scale industries of this 
^province belong to non-Indians and the major portion of the rest belongs 
to non-Bengalees. Sir, one of the largest industries in the world is the 
jute industry of India, and this industry, with the exception of a 
relatively small portion, belongs to the European community. So, 
unless the State steps in to the assistance of the people of province, 
there cannot be any chance of this province being industrialised. My 
friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta stated that nowhere in this world 
does the State take up any industrial enterprise. Sir, that was the 
slogan which used to be enunciated by capitalists and that was the 
slogan which we hear in India where capitalist rule still persists. Bui 

1 may say that even some of the Native States have established 
large-scale industries within a few years only which could not 
have been done in a century, if left in private hands. There- 
fore, if in Bengal we entertain any hope of establishing large-scale 
industries for solving the unemployment problem, it can only be done 
by the intervention of the State. The State must come forward and 
come forward in time when the difficulties as well as the opportunity 
are both there. I admit that there are difficulties in obtaining machinery 
as well as of getting expert advice; but these difficulties are more than 
counter-balanced by the monopoly that we have got after the closure 
of foreign markets. Private industries will grow up after the State 
intervenes and starts its own industry ; and then Bengal will 
permanently benefit and prosper in the industrial field. 

Next, 1 come to the budget itself. I shall deal with only one or 
two items of the budget. First of all, I shall take the Publicity 
Department which requires examination. In that department we have 
two lump sums which are provided for in the budget. One is a sum 
of 2 lakhs for “office and miscellaneous”. Sir, the total provision f6r 
this department in the budget is a little over four lakhs and the 
allotment under one head, namely, “Miscellaneous” amounts to 

2 lakhs — ^there is no description nor any detail whatever as regards 
its nature and on what this “Miscellaneous” allotment will be spent, 
nor do we know what is the Government’s policy with regard to this 
item. 

Six, the next item is communal harmony. I do not quarrel over 
this — ^indeed, I very much congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
for the closing words in his speebh and the sentiments that he has 
expressed there about the need for communal harmony. Every one 
will agree witti him end no one .would quirxel with him wh^ he se|#< 
fhat if emnmunal harmmsy can be est^ludied m this^l^ 
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anj wl»t0oeYw, it will be of great benefit to tbe coifintry an a 

wboliIjri^But Biay I aek him if be bas any scbeine or if be bas prayi d ed 
tliie ilaiiey without knowing bow be is going to spend iif IVItat does 
ibis ii3ffi#rlakb scheme consist of? It is impoMible to emiiae the 
proTiaipn in the absence of any concrete scheme or to gite our 
auggestiCns on. it or criticise it. And who knows that, instead of 

leading to communal harmony, it may not after all lead to communal 
disbaimony and discord? I do not know whether it has been purposely 
kept as a sealed thing in order to enable the Ministers to spend tbe 
money for party propaganda or for the benefit of political groups, 
rather than for the advantage of the whole country. I do not know 
how it will be spent. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister elsewhere 
has stated that he has called upon the members of the perma> 

nent services to frame a scheme. But it seems to be absurd 

to ask this House to commit itself to this policy of spending 

a lakh ^of rupees on communal harmony without the Ministry itself 
knowing anything about the scheme on which it is going to spend this 
money. How are they going to solve the communal problem b> 
spending this money? It is their duty and the Ministry owe it to this 
House that not only they should come forward with a definite 
proposal but they must give us some outline of the details of the 
scheme which they propose to give effect to. We do expect that the 
Ministry should at least give this House an undertaking that before 
they spend this one lakh of rupees, they will get the sanction of the 
House to the scheme, if they really want to bring about amity and 
peace in the country. Sir, 1 wanted to address the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, in his presence, but I am sorry to find that he is not present 
in the House 

Tha Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM s I am taking 
notes and will convey to him what the honourable* member is saying. 

* Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: I am grateful to the 
Hon’ble Leader of the House. 

If your sentiments are genuine as regards communal harmony, — 
and I hope they are genuine, — then you must demonstrate them by 
action. If on the one hand you start prosecuting persons of other 
parties and your political opponents and on ^ the other you speak of 
communal harmony on the floor of the House, then, it amounts to 
nothing short of rank hypocrisy. 

The next item to which I want to draw the attention of the 
Government is: what the Government is doing to deal with the situa- 
tion that the country will face soon. You know. Sir, that war is coming 
closer h> .Bengal every day. In fact, it is said that the Bay of Bmigal 
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ItM baoonie tlie -sotiW' «l tiie «ctiTities of JapuMie sa4 SenttUi buIn 
m orinoi and it k natiird to tbiiik lUmt wken tlu^ Imto |> O Bii os Be d ntt 
tke bMM right from Mo^dmein to the tip of Singapore^ th^ wiU 
n^liee them for the purpose of raiding this land of ours. The reeult 
will be that the city^ of Calcutta, thd' greatness and importance of 
which is entirely due to its commercial character, will be closed for 
the purpose of import and export. Again, Sir, the main item pf 
export, namely, jute, which is grown in large quantity in Bengal, 
will be seriously affected : factories will be bound to close down except 
for military purposes. The railways will not be able to^carry heaty 
goods ; for as soon as there is a raid in Calcutta, the port of Calcutta 
will be completely blocked. The harvest season is near at hand. In 
the middle of December, before the d^apanese declared war,' the last. 
Government decided to restrict the growth of jute^ Has the present 
Government taken up that policy f Jute, which is in the hands of the 
cultivators, must be sold and if the Government do not take*tip this 
question — ^at least there is no indication that they are ffbing to revise 
their policy seriously — ^and solve the cultivators’ difficulties, there 
will be a big gap in the price of jute between what they 'are getting 
now and what they will get in future. Bengal is still an importer of 
food-crops. Saigon is completely and wholly closed to us as an 
exporter of food-crop. Rangoon is in danger of being closed to us. 
Therefore, what will be our food position? If the Government does 
not take up the question immediately and give necessary instruction 
to the cultivators to restrict their jute cultivation and then ^hbstitute 
jute by food-crops, you will create a situation in the province which 
will be difficult to solve and which will lead to much of the discontent 
of which my friend Mr. Kaniini Eumar Dutta has already spoken. 

Sir, the Agriculture Department — a department in which I used 
to take some interest — is one of the primary departments in time of 
war, and so its budget allotment will have to be looked into carefully. 
In the year 1941-42, the budget estimate was for Rs. 55 lakhs, whereas 
for the year 1942-43 it is Rs. 50 lakhs. Thus, there is, a fall of* 5 
lakhs. Instead of further sums being allotted for the improvement of 
this department, there is a definite decrease of 5 lakhs. There is a 
decrease on the head ’’Agricultural Demonstration”, a subject which 
has been repeatedly receiving the attention of both Houses of Legisla- 
ture. Now, Sir, we have achieved much in our test fields and in our 
laboratories; but most of these results have not been taken to the door 
of the agriculturists and that can only be done by demoDstration. The 
budget estimate for 1941-42 on this item waa Rs. 3 lakhs 43 thousand 
whereas for the year 1942-43 it is Rs. 1 lakh 79 thousand and there is 
thus a drop of Rs. 1 lakh 64 thousand on Dmnonstration alone. Then, 
Sir, comes Agricultural Education. The policy .of tiie last Govem- 
mant was that within a measurable time> possibly within two or 
ihreie ysaii, there shbfild be provided for the provinee, if ai^eulture 
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tti)fiipi'''..ol ' tlie laiioratoriet to the door of the agnooltunete emd :|or 
thiAJiMinnae thej erolred a plan for maae agricitHurai edneaticm. In 
iS41;<4%the rerised budget estimate was Rs. | Ifkh 47 thousand, 
whereas 4he budget estimate tor the year 1942-43 is Bs. 1 lakh 14 
tiiousand. So there is a fall by Bs. 33 thousand. 

There is another iiepi **Grants-in-aid, Contributions, etc.” In 
1941-42, the budget estimate was Bs. 1 lakh two thousand, whereas for 
the year 19^-43 it is Bs. 27 thousand. There is a decrease of Bs. 75 
thousand. That is the position, Sir. 

There is increase in one item and that increase is in respect of 
botanical and other public gardens. The House perhaps knows that 
these gardens are^the Eden, Curson and the Dalhousie, including of 
course, the Botanical Gardens. The Gbrernment of Bengal spent in 
the yeid* 1941-42 Bs. 1 lakh 64 thousand imd for the year 1942-43 it m 
Bs. 1 lakh 69* thousand. Therefore, .there is an increase by Bs. 2 
thousand for maintaining and beautifying these public «gardMi8. In 
regard to the. improvement of the lot of the agrieulturists, I have 
already read out to you the policy enunciated by the Government. 
That finishes, Sir, my observations with regard to the budget. 1 do 
not touch the other subjects. 

. ‘Next I want to raise the question of the Sales tax. This tax shows 
an incofiie of Bs. 1 crore. When this tax was being imposed, ^ we 
demanded an assurance from the then Government that 50 per cent, of 
this or ip definite figures Bs. 50 lakhs should be utilised for the 
purpose of improving primary education. For the last 9 years, the 
item of primary education has been suffering for want of finance. 
Taxes have been imposed in many districts. As a matter of fact, many 
districts have been paying this tax without being able to introduce 
compulsory primary education only due to the fact that sufficient 
finances could not be provided by the Government. The then Govern- 
ment gave us an assurance that Bs. 50 lakhs out of .this new sales tax 
would be utilised for primary education but we find that only a paltry 
aum of Bs. 5,85,000 is being devoted to primary education and 
the balance is utilised under the head ‘‘General Administration” I 
1 thought. Sir, as this matter is of greater importance than 
many others, the present Government would allot a larger amount of 
money for primary education. But we are disappointed. This, 
I submit, is entirely due to the wrong policy that is being 
followed. We find that extraordinary expenditure is being* met 
from the ordinary taxations. Go in for borrowing or do some- 
thing substantial, for example, utilise money from capital expen- 
ditutu to meet such charges as A.B.F. wotk, proyidiiig slit trenches, 
^rovidM^ protection but do not meet those ebidgee from ^orduaiy 
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1^ :«1M(& ^4^ .^rdiom^ l^iai^il^alM’duti^. ; Ndl»b% #tlf*«i«i^ if 
.jira Wt 1»^ w>iiey or impos» omeigeiicy tazalj^ lo nM ^«W^idiUd««i. 
.po not taloj nuihMjy Irom.tlio nation-buildiiig depastmiint$ ibwl 'Sti^^ 
i]|ceg(i»'i& <»|^wnr. .Under the ’"hood **Jttte renrtficAum'’, tiiere 

'is ar j^rdVistpn oi p>s/ 37- lajths.. On -tbe floor of tliup^Soiise aoi tutdor- 
takifig waB 'giyen the then Finance Minister that this*aihount.t(iU 
l^e entirej;^ utilised lor the improvement of jnte. Some S,000 j^raons 
were appbjmted under* the Jute l^gulation Scheme. Hr. Mamini 
FLujnar Uhtta hhs cast a fling at the last HinistVy on th^ ground that 
they pxere appointed for the maintenance of thf supporters of the last 
Ministry Biit 1 .see that this army of 8,000 men ans .still there and 
it is possible for them to remain, there or perhaps it has -been possible 
foi* theip to remain there after having changed tbeir Allegiance and 
becomMg the helots of the present Ministry. If that k so, we agree 
•on botih ways. When that Ministry was in office, I raised this, i^uestion 
whetiLbi', these 8,000 people wem any more necessary at most of the 
works relatii^ to Jute Restriction was finished-,, namely, preparation pf 
aurveybf jute fields and keeping of records,’ and the only works remain- 
ing to be done were issuing of licenses. We then demanded'w reduction 
in Bie nwttiber of the staff. The then Finance Minister gave us an 
-assurance that they would examine that question of reduction. C^e 
plea may be advanced-^ for their retention and that is that these people 
will be thrown out of emplo 3 rment. Now, Sir, there arp lOl ways to 
employ these young men. Young men are being trainbd in various 
departments of Oovemment now. These 8,000 people may be pibvided 
ishere. There are hundreds of ways in which this can be done. 


Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta says that these men go about with hats 
en their heads and with shirts and shorts' on. What is supposed 
-to be their work of rural uplift is, according to Mr. Dutta, merely 
personal enjoyment. I agree with him. Therefore, this 37 lakh# of 
rupees should have been and could have been reduced to the amount ^of 
8 or 10 lakhs, and as the then Government gave an updertakihg that 
the receipts from the Sales tax would be utilised for giving.^ s<l||ka relief 
to the jute-growers and not be merged in the general administration, 
this should also have been done. Rupees 35 lakhs are being taken 
away this year for the purpose of maintaining this large army of 
workers and only 2 lakhs is left for improving the condition of the jute 
wotkers nr for providing better marketing facilities or for giving 
relief in some other v^y. But this sum of Rs. 2 lakhs have inststMl 
been appropriated tbwards the cost of the Oeneral .didministratiou. 
Bo, OovifmmeB^ im account of this extra on A^R.F. and Civil 
..Ikf^uoe, oos^g 'about 4 crores, have bid W make an inroad -upon thO 
i«ven«^ aeoou|ta-m tib.%u,dg^ aitd upon tibo msoatial nationraaviiig 
liprki t|hkb affe«|utbe. oondi^b t^,,th« 
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tiirist^ lit do dic^e,. there^re, thftt the fipn’ble PiniMice' 
will tbe prpmise that the pi^vioi^ Fmanop. Minister 

and in n short time he will revise .‘Kii budget and fratne his owh; 
policy' in. this matter. * 

Ifr. BIREND 9 A KI8HORE«ROY CROWRU^RYi ^Sir, I ripe in 
f ongratnlate the Honourable Minister oi Finance oh the budget which 
he has placed belore the litgislature. I appreciate fully thli difficulties 
with whicl) he had to grapple in framing the budget which *W0 are 
discussing now. In the first place he had barely tWo *iuontbs time at 
his disposal. Secondly, the accession of the present Ministers to pffipe 
synchronised with the declaration of war by Japan. As a result Of it, 
circumstapoeg 'which were already out of joint, became absolutely 
. abnoi^ai.. A^; external dangers thickened, the difficulties confronting 
the Hovernmeiit correspondingly multiplied. 

In^view of these facts. Sir, it will be unbecoming on my part to 
criticise the budget 'for many of the ppiissions from which it Sttflers* 
In fact, the Hon'ble Finance Minister has himself confeased that 
the budg^ if Kich he was placing before the House fas not so' much a 
natioh-bufl^ng one, as it was primarily and essentially . a nation- 
saving ohei I shall, therefore, be doing an injustice, to; him if I'^do 
not confine my remarks this afternoon as far as possible to the problems 
of Civil Defence. , ‘ 

• 1 ’ am ^lad„ Sir, that in the recent Conference at Hew Delhi tha 
Government of Bengal secured favourable terms at ihe hands of the 
Central Government Regarding Civil Defence expenses in this 
province. . It is also a, source of great satisfaction that the Civil 
Defence .activities of' the Provincial Government will not be very much 
hampered Ji)y central interference. The Civil Defence Department 
of the Government of India will only co-ordinate such activities of 
the provincial Governments, but will not control them as they might 
have done uader^the previous arrangement. 

"The • Government of Bengal has, therefore, an ..opportunity of 
oi^gauisiu);^ the CiviP Defence Departmeut on as comprehensive a basis 
as possiblfe. ^ Some time ago the public welcomed with enthusiasm the 
announcement that one of the Honourable Ministers has been placed 
in charge of Civil Defence. But it apjjears that there has been a 
misunderstanding in this regard. He has not V)een placed in charge 
of the Civil Defence Depid'tment, which in fact does not exist at..aU 
but he has ^een made responsible only for co-oudinating the activities 
of different departments in respect of Civil Defence. Frankly spftak- 
ing, I do pot. Sir, like the arrangements which have been ^ade so 
far in this held. Possibly- mpt of these arrangemepts .Are a legacy' 
of the previous Government. But tMs Jegac|P''i|i^ liability which thef 
present Ministry might haye refuse^, te accept; ^ JS ^fesent we^find 
18 * 
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Civil Defence activities are being carried on partly by ^e’^Home 
Department, partly by the jRevenue Department, partly by the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-Governm(^t, partly by the Public Works Depart- 
ment, partly by the ComnlercC DepartmeAt *and partly by wh'om we 
do not know. result of the existing arrangements, planning and* 

co-ordination have become not only very difBcult, but unduly 
expensive as well. So far as we know,, it is the concern of the Public- 
Works Department to open trenches and t^ build shelters, it is the 
concern of the Commerce Department) to provide lor the maintenance^ 
of necessary food and other supplies in the city of Calcutta and its 
suburbs in times of emergency, it is the concern of the Bevenue 
Department to arrange for the civil J'evaCUation of the city, it is the 
concern of the Home Department through the Civil Defei^ce Director 
and the Commissioner of Police to organise and main^ij^ th^ A, R< P. 
organisation and the Civic Ouatds. In view of "tins jilistribution of 
work, I am really at a loss to know as to what real rejipansibiiyy has 
been Assigned to the Hon’hle Minister in charge of Civil Defence 
himself. 

. 1 believe. Sir, it is high time for the present Minil^try, to think 
about |he establishment of a full-fledged Departhient of Civil Defence 
so that this depattmant may undertake as far as practic^bip all *the 
activities whieh are now distributed among so dcpdrtinents. 

The Minister in charge of such a department will have the opportunit,y 
of thinking compreliensively and acting- with one mind in nespect of 
all these diftereut hrniii'hes. 

To-day these different funetions are being discharged, more or less, 
haphazardly and disjointedly without mucth of reference to their 
oo-relation. If they are assigned to one Minister in eliurge of one 
comprehensive department, their planning will be more scientific and 
their execution more smooth and efficient. I do not mean, Sir, that 
the Ministry in charge of Civil Defence w'ill be a watertight compart- 
ment without utilizing the services of any other d^artpieut. What 
I do mean is that tliis Department should be primarily responsible ior 
the discharge of all responsibility regarding Civil Defence. For the 
efficient discharge of. iwjrtions of this responsibility, the Mir^ster may 
of course use other de^partments as his instrument. The primary 
responsibility should, however, be his and his alone. 

In case the Civil Defence Department is actually created, I have 
no doubt about it, Sir, that the administration will become more- 
simple, less expensive and more efficient. At present quite api army 
of highly paid I. C. iS. officers has been drafted to Civil Defence work 
in its different aspects. As to the activities of many of these officers 
the public has very little knowledge gud information. For instance, 
it has been gazetted thaf^iiMr. .Stevens of the Home Department has 
been appointed' Deflki^< Director, Calcutta Area, and 
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Mr.fsifcch in has been appointed his Personal Assistant. It has also 
beei^ given out that Mr. Ellis who is in the Judicial branch of the 
Indhoi Civil Service and w’as until jr 0 <iently the Registrar on the 
Appellate Side of the Calcutta High Court, has been appointed Special 
Officer, Civil Defence, Calcutta. It should be hndwii that already a 
full-fledged controlling staff for A. R. P. work in Calcutta does exist. 
In this staff’ also there are at least three I. C. S. officers. It should 
also be known that for Civic Guard Organisation there is one special 
Deputy Commissioner at* work at Lalbazar. In view of these facts 
we are completely at a loss to know as to w-hat either Mr. Stevens or 
Mr. Kitchin or Mr. Ellis may be doing. I am certain, Sir, the 
Ministry should look into the duties and functions which these gentle- 
men are at present performing and whether these duties required at all 
the* ser'^ces 4)1 so highlv-paid civilian officers like them. 

I should, also point out, Sir, that in addition to civilian officers I 
hav(| named'dnd in addition to those engaged as Controllers of A. R. P. 
Organisation in Calcutta, two other I. C. S. officers have been posted 
in the Department of Local Self-Government and Public Health. One 
is employed as Additional Secretary and the other as Liaison^ Officer, 
both for Civil Defence ]iurpose 8 . This i^aildom appointmeid. of so 
many of - these officers appears. Sir, to indicate that all oli a sudden 
sQtne person Apme^here was seized with a i)anic and *1.1001)10 to think 
coolly and act deliberately, drafted whomsoeveiP was at the elbow ft>r 
Civil Defence woik. There Was a time, Sir, when we were taught to 
believe that members of the heaven-born service"wc*t‘e the most efficient 
civil servants in the' world, able to undertake any difficult work and 
capable of rising ecpial to any eventuality. This dogma (bat we must 
place implicit and absolute confidence in the members of the l.C.S. 
has been long exploded. The posting of a large gang of these 
men shohld not inspire any confideiH‘e in us that (’ivil Defence 
work is being performed wdth necessary ability. On the contrary, 
Sir^ it is an e,stahli.shed fact to-day that non® are more without imagina- 
tion, without eTasticity and without capacity tq react to new* circum- 
stances and conditions than the I. C. S. officers. They are the least 
able to arouse popular enthusiasm and enlist popular sympathy and 
support. And it is these virtue.s, Sir, which are indisjieiisahle for 
success in Civil Defence work. 


I should also, Sir, point out not in a spirit of carping criticism 
but by way of drawing the attention of the Government that the 
contirolling staff of the A. R. P. organisation both for Calcutta and for 
the distriets has been largely recruited from superannuated officers 
who may be interested in drawing a handsome salary in addition to 
their pension, but w’ho have lost their zest and enthusiasm for work. 
It is no doubt very natural for the Governnaeut to turn to those men 
who had been its officera not long a%o. But,#it ^shfdfld be definitely 
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known that times are out of joint and the work of the A. B. P. lor^- 
nisation is out of the ordinary. It requires not merely routine 
administrative experience, but it requires other virtues which one 
may seldom notice in retired Deputy Magistrates and police officers. 
It passes my understanding how the most responsible work of organis- 
ing and controlling A. R. P. machinery can be entrusted to persons 
who have lost the elasticity of their mind altogether. 

What is wanted, Sir, is the establishment of a full-fledged Depart - 
ment of Civil Defence under the control of one of the Hon’ble Ministers 
who will be assisted by a Secretary, one Chief Officer or Director and 
a number of subordinate officers in ttharge of different branc^hes of 
Civil Defence, This staff should be carefully chosen and as far as 
possible it should be Indian in personnel. It will be for thi^ staff to 
think out the planning and see to the execution of different aspects 
of Civil Defence, I have, Sir, wanted this staff to be as f%r as possible 
Indian,, I have reasons for it. Organisation of Civil Defence is as 
much a mattfer of intellect as of sentiment. I do not believe, Sir, that 
a 'European staff twill arouse as much confidence in the |)eopIe today 
as Indian officers. For the actual control of A. B. P. organisation 
also only these officers whp have not only shown imagination and 
enterprise in other fields of work but who have made themselves really 
popular in the localitiea they have served, 8hould*be chosen. 

Befoife, Sir, I finish this, speech I may touch up'twj one or two 
essentials of the A. R. P, work. First of all I may refer to the 
provision of alternative water-supply in the city of Calcutta. Here 
we find the policy followed by the last Ministry has been little short 
of disastrous. Instead of accepting the scheme of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration and having it worked through that body, the previous Govern- 
ment framed a scheme of its own and sank some two thousand tube- 
wells through its own agency in the city. The result is as might have 
been expected by all discerning people. Quite a large percentage of 
the wells w^hose w'ater has been tested and found satisfactory has gone 
out of work already. If this is the position today, what will' be the 
state of things when the regular water-supply may be stopped 
altogether? As for the maintenance of other supplies in Calcutta, we 
do not know, Sir, of any satisfactory arrangement being made so far. 
We have known only of some enquiries. Anybody who peeps into a 
provisions shop today may satisfy himself that the existing stock, 
without heing replenished, may pull us through only for a day or two. 
Many of those shops again will be shut up as the first air-raid alert is 
sounded. It is high time, therefore, that some well-equipped central 
stores w'ere opened by the Government itself in different localities, at 
least two and in some c^s^s three or four in every ward of the city. 
They must be manned b^" Government’s own men and work under the 
superyision of Civil Defencd Department. 
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B|ili>Te I sit down, Sir, I may speak a few words about first-aid, 
about tlie entertainment of serious casualties and prolonged treatment 
of tfie latter cases. So far as I know, a number of first-aid centres 
has been opened. But most of them are without any equipment what- 
ever. I am certain. Sir, if raid takes place today, men may go to 
a first-aid centre but the doctors who have been appointed may have 
only to look on without being able to do anything. As for serious 
casualties. Sir, it is a matter of the deepest regret to me that no 
arrangement worth the name has so far heen made. In the whole of 
Bengal thefe are not more than eight thousand beds altogether in the 
hospitals. Of these neurlf^ four thousand are in Calcutta. Even if all 
the existing patients are asked to vacate, the hos]iitals cannot ac^commo- 
date more than eight thousand air-raid victims. Are we satisfied. 
Sir, that if raids actually take place there would be only eight thousand 
casualties? There is again the fact that not only four thousand of 
these beds are in Calcutta but the most well-equipped of the hospitals 
are located in tliis city. If Calcutta is bombed, will these hospitals 
be safe? The hos[»ituls of the Calcutta Medical College are ceTtainly 
the best we have in Bengal. But the buildings, many of them are 
very old, virtually century-old. I do not know, Sh*, what arrange- 
ments the present Ministry is making not only to add to hospital 
facilities but to remove the base hosi)ital8 to safer places. In Jwondon, 
because the city itself was subject to bombing the number of beds in 
most hosj)itals was reduced and these hospitals are being maintained 
only as casualty clearing centres. It is outside th<| danger zones 
that advance base hospitals and base hosjntals have been set up with 
suitable. number of beds. It is unfortunate. Sir, that in Calcutta the 
opposite policy is being pursued. In the Medical College Hospitals 
already the number of beds has been increased to about thousand. It 
seems that instead of making arrangements for proper treatment of 
casualties, we are preparing death trap for them. I hope, Sir, the 
Ministry will look into this matter without delay. Either the city 
flf Calcutta should be compulsorily evacuated without loss of^ time or 
the public should be assure<l as to sufficient arrangements regarding 
water and food supplies and medical arrangements. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. President, Sir, this party feels that the 
budget produced by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is as reasonable 
as can be expected under the circiimstances. The Provincial Govern- 
ment is faced,* on the one hand, with heavy Civil Defence expenditure 
and on the other hand it has an uncertain revenue position. Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has his difficulties. Civil Defence 
expenditure, in our opinion, is unavoidable and absolutely essential. 
Since Bengal is now definitely within the, danger zone, it is the 
responsibility of the Bengal Government to see that every possible 
measure is taken for the Civil Defence of the people against ait-raids. 
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Government must continue to devote all its energies to this problem. 
The responsibility for Military Defence lies elsewhere. The total 
expenditure on Civil Defence for 1942-43 is estimated at Es. 4 crores, 
but there should be no limit to this expenditure. Everything must 
be done for the civil protection of the people and there should, there- 
fore, be no financial limit. Do the Civil Defence estimates, for 
example, include the cost of the relief centres outside Calcutta, as 
proposed by the new Director of Civil Evacuation and Relief? Do 
they include the cost of the new' report centres and the telephone 
services? Do they include the expenditure which Government may find 
it necessary to incur for stocking food supplies? Perhaps the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister might satisfy us on these points. I find that 
the revenue estimates are based on the assumption that trade conditions 
in Calcutta and other important centres in tlie province will not be 
seriously disturbed by air-raids or other hostile activities. Revenue 
forecasts are, however, liable to be completely upset. Allowance has 
been made under the jute export duty for a decrease of Rs. 35 lakhs. 
But iri our view it is quite impossible to forecast with certainty what 
the revenues will be from this head. We realise that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister'^has to produce a figure but any one who can forecast 
what shipping will be available in the next 12 months would be a very 
wise man. As regards the estimate of Rs. 1 crore from Sales Tax, well, 
this is the return which may be expected, I think, in a normal year, 
but is it safe to assume that Rs. 1 crore will be received from this head 
in 1942-43? For 6 months of the current year the estimated revenue 
is only Rs. 25 lakhs. Perhaj)e the Hon’ble the Finance Minister might 
explain what appears on the face of it a discrepancy, viz., Rs. .25 lakhs 
for the 6 months of the year 1941-42 and Rs. 1 crore for the year 
1942-43 ! The position fully bears out the necessity stressed by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister of cutting dowm all new expenditure 
unless it is virtually unavoidable. We shall be the last Party in this 
House to suggest any interference with the nation-building schemes; 
but exceptional circumstances have to be taken into consideration and 
we feel that nation-saving must, for the period of the emergency, take 
the place of nation-building. In our opinion, expenditure must stand 
the test of whether it is unavoidable or whether it could wait. On 
the whole, we think that the estimates meet the test and if we take 
one or two examples which we consider might be open to criticism, we 
do at the same time consider that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has faced an unpleasant task honestly and squarely. ' Examples of 
expenditure which it occurs to us could either wait or could to some 
extent be curtailed are — 


(a) The expenditure of Rs. 3,50,000 for setting up 207 additional 
Debt Settlement Boards. Are there not in existence a number of Boards 
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now, lives of which, are about to expire, and which oould ba 
given a renewal of their terms of office ? Could not a certain amount 
of saving be effected by that? 

(6) Expenditure on jute regulation. This is necessary expenditure 
but I would ask whether it is not too high. The original cost of jute 
regulation was estimated at about 22 lakhs but according to the 
revised estimate the cost has increased to about tl4 lakhs annually. 
The only explanation offered for this increase in the Red Book here 
is that the cost has proved greater than was originally anticipated. 
That is not fery much of a reason to justify an increase of 12 lakhs. 
Could not jute regulation be given a more explicit description in the 
Red Book than the description of other charges under “Agriculture”? 

(c) The next item that we criticise relates to the receipts from the 
Motor Spirit Sales Tax. It is noted that these receipts are now 
expected to bring in only o lakhs in 1942-43 instead of the 12 lakhs 
which it was originally anticipated would be received from this tax. 
The object of this tax was to supplement the annual subvention from 
the Central Road Fund so as t(» make possible the continuance of the 
existing scale of road expenditure. Does not the restriction in the 
yield from this tax necessitate, as a necessary corollary, a temi>orary 
reduction in the existing scale of road expenditure? 

Then, we notice a])j>earing under .the head “General Administra- 
tion.” a sum of one lakh for the item— r“Promotion of communal 
harmony.” Well, Sir, we are the last Party to put any obstaide in 
the way of bringing about harmony between the two main communities 
in this country and we w’ish the Ministry every success in its efforts in 
this direclion. We feel, however, from the financial point of view 
that communal harmony cannot be bought, rommunal harmony can 
only be attained by good-will and determination on the part of the 
leaders of the various communities; and neither one lakh nor 10 lakhs 
will produce it as long as those leaders are and remain at loggerheads. 
That is our view in regard to this item of expenditure; it seems to us 
that it is an unfair call on the pockets of the taxpayers. But my 
remarks /are qualified t«) this extent that we are prepared to wait and 
see and criticise- the. Hon ’bhvFinapce Mini.ster’s stdieme or the Govern- 
ment’s scheme. lake my friend over there who spoke on these lines 
but who is not here now, we would like an opportunity to discuss that 
scheme when it is ready for discussion. 

The estimated revenue deficit of one crore and 5 lakhs, coupled 
with an estimated surplus outside the revenue account of 70 lakhs 
reduces the closing balance at the end of the ensuing year to 78 lakhs. 
This closing balance, however, has been built up with borrowed money 
amounting to one crore and 85 lakhs, w’hich will be the amount due 
to the Government of India on the 31st March 1943, on account of Civil 
Defence expenditure advances. As against fhis, the Finance 
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Minister pointed out that there will be an asset of 2 crores and 26 
lakhs in the shape of advances to agriculturists. The heaver 
expenditure during the current year on loans to Agriculturists and 
others has no doubt been unavoidable; but it is alarming to find that 
on the 1st April, 1942, there is to be a sum of no less than 2 crores 
56 lakhs outstanding in respect of loans to agriculturists and others. 
Doubtless, a crore out of this consists df recent loans granted to culti- 
vators and others affected by cyclone and floods. What is the position 
as regards the balance? What proportion of it stands in arrears for 
a period of years and when will it be recovered? If the Government 
is to take the place of money-lenders for the purpose of supplying 
rural credit, Government must pursue a strict policy as regards recovery 
of these loans. During the budget discussion last year I made the 
following remarks in regard to such loans : — 

“The danger here as we see it is that no matter how good the record 
of the agriculturists in the matter of repaying loans, the record of the 
Co-oj)erative Department as a collecting agency has not been creditable.. 
In the opinion of the European Party, therefore, it is desirable that a 
very close check should be kept on this new venture and to enable it 
to be done by members of the House. I suggest that quarterly or half- 
yearlv statements of advances and recoveries should be laid on the 
table!” 

I make that recommendation again to our new Minister for, his 
favourable consideration. We should like to have a statement of 
Government’s inlentions with regard to the recovery of loans of over 
a crore of rupees advanced to agriculturists and others during the 
current year. 

As regards the decision to take over land mortgage banks, although 

it may have been unavoidable. Government are losing the security of 

the Provincial Co-operative Bank for the payment of these loans and 

the change I think should have been preceded by the setting up of a 

Central Mortgage Bank which w’ould have provided a comparable 

security to that of the Central Provincial Co-operative Bank. 

* \ 

Finally, I would like to stress the necessity, u^nder existing condi- 
tions, f(»r the co-operation of all parties in the face of a common 
danger and, for the time at any rate, the abandonment of ordinary 
political (tpposition in favour of constructive criticism. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, I should at the outset 
like TO congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on the very able* 
statement with regard to the financial position of the province that he* 
has presented to this House. In a way, as he has himself said in the- 
course of his budget speech, this is not his budget. Some of the- 
criticisms which might be directed against the budget will be addressed 
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to wrong quarter. Attacking the present budget is like flogging 
a d«Bd hjOrse, for the old Ministry responsible for framing the major 
poriloa of the budget is dead. The new Ministry have had little time 
to alter it according to their plans. 

As has just now been remarked by my friend Mr. Boss, this is a 
time when in spite of political differences which we might have had in 
the past, we should unite in the face of a common danger. Therefore, 
criticism of the budget should be in a constructive spirit. This applies 
equally to members on both sides of the House. Since the last budget 
discussion, and in fact since the last session, there has been shifting of 
places in this House, and we have come to unuccustomed seats. Our 
remarks have to be changed in ten»per and colour, and 1 would request 
members of the new Opposition to exhibit the same spirit and offer the 
same type of constructive suggestions which we in the past tried to 
press on the Ministry in power at that time. 

With these preliminary remarks, 1 come t(> discuss the different 
items in the budget proposals of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. One 
feature which has struck honourable members of this House is the very 
great, increase in the expenditure of the Civil Secretariat during the 
past o or 0 years. This expenditure has been (rontinually increasing 
since 1937. In the year 1931-32, on account of the abnormal conditions 
which obtained at that time, there was a drastic reduction in the expen- 
diture of the ('ivil Secretariat. But from 1930 an 'upward trend is 
visible and 1 am sorry to observe that that tendency is noticeable in the 
present budget as well. I suggest for the Hon’ble Minister’s I'onsidera- 
tion one or two items where there may be a reduct icui in expenditure 
withoxit in any way impairing the efficiency of the Civil Secretariat. 
The first topic which 1 would mention is one which also affects some of 
the rights and privileges of the Houses of the Legislature. Honourable 
members of this House know that some time before the General 
Elections in 1937, a post w^as created in the Secretariat, the post of an 
Additional Secretary in the Home Department, in charge of Constitu- 
tion and Elections. Now, Sir, at that time it w'as made (juite clear 
that this post should be held by a man who had special knowledge of 
Political Science, one who knew Constitutional Law. In violation of 
the usual procedure under which a member of the Indian Civil Service 
would have been selected, the officer recruited to this post (Mr. Gilchrist) 
belonged to the Indian Educational Service and the special sanction 
of the Secretary of State was obtained for this. Mr. Gilchrist was the 
Reforms Commissioner and ex-officio Additional Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal holding charge of the department of Constitu- 
tions and Elections in the Home Department. Now*, Sir, the general 
elections are over and most of the constitutional questions have been 
settled. But yet that post once created tends, by the law of inertia^ 
to persist. We find that even to-day the post is in existence. This, Sir, 
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is undesirable from several points of view. There is, first of all, the 
expenditure incurred by keeping this post for the I.O.S., whiph means 
that a very highly paid officer is retained. There is also a constitu- 
tional difficulty created on account of the retention of this post. All 
legislative matters of the two Houses of the Legislature of this Province 
have to be dealt with through this Additional Secretary of Constitu- 
tion and Elections in the Home Department. Now, what is the 
result? The result is that the Legislature becomes in many respects 
dependent upon a subordinate department of the Home Department 
of the Government of Bengal. Under the Government of* India Act, 
all actions in the name of the Provincial Government have, no doubt, 
to be taken by the Governor as advised by his Council of Ministers. 
In this case, the authority to which we have to refer continually, to 
which the Legislature has to refer continually, is not the Minister 
in the Home Department but the Secretary of Constitution and Elec- 
tions Department in the Home Department. Now, Sir, this anomaly 
might be easily solved if the two Secretaries pf the two Houses of the 
Legislature are given the status of Secretaries to the Government of 
Bengal, without, of course, the pay of the I.C.S. There would thus 
be a reduction in the expenditure if the two Secretaries of the two 
Houses of the Legislature are given the status of Secretaries to the 
Government of Bengal and attached to their respective Leaders in the 
two Houses. We can then have direct access to the Government 
without the necessity of an expensive office which today serves no 
other purpose dxcept that of a post office, for the Additional Secretary 
of Constitution and Elections is hardly anything more than a post 
office. If it be suggested that he heli)s also in legislative matters, 
then one can very pertinently ask what is the function of the Secretary 
of the Legislative Department? We have another Secretary in the 
Legislative Department who advises Government in matters respect- 
ing all legislation and also on particular constitutional questions. 
Then, there is the Legal Remembrancer and there is also the Advocate- 
General. Therefore, Sir, this post of the Additional Secretary in 
charge of Constitution and Elections Department might very*" easily 
be abolished and any consequent difficulties might easily be met if 
the two Secretaries of the two Houses of the Legislature are given 
the status of Secretaries to the Government of Bengal. The conven- 
tion can be built up that whatever the presiding officers of the two 
Houses of the Legislature, the President and the Speaker, decide 
with regard to the business of the House, should be communicated 
through these Secretaries to the Leaders of the Houses, i.e., the 
Ministers, directly. There is also at present this anomalous position. 
Suppose, there is a recommendation by the Council or the Assembly 
Department. It has got to go through the Additional Secretary in 
the Constitution and Elections Department to the Minister concerned. 
Now, recommendation is usually made after consultation with the 
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presidi^ officer of the House. Tet when this groes to the Additional 
Secretiut^, he has technically the right to modify or change it. This 
is most anomalous, because the President and the Speaker represent 
the two Houses. Any recommendation which is made by the President 
or the Speaker should be taken as the expression of opinion or wish 
of the House. The President or the Speaker will not do anything 
which might be derogatory to the dignity of the House, or which is 
not consistent with the general desire of the House. In any case, 
there is no’ use for the Additional Secretary, because the two Houses 
are there to look after the conduct of the President and tlie Speaker. 
They are the custodian and guardian of the rights of the two Houses 
and the Houses are in ‘return the inspectors, if I may say so, of the 
conduct of the President and tlie Speaker. Therefore, from this point 
of view also it is anomalous that there should be an Additional Secre« 
tary, a subordinate officer in the Home Department who should be 
placed above the President and the Speaker and should be entitled to 
interfere with a matter which appertains to the two Houses of the 
Legislature. Before I conclude, •] would only make one further 
remark on this particular question. In the Central Legislature, if I 
am not mistaken, the Secretaries to the Council of State and the 
Indian legislative Assembly have also the status of Secretaries to the 
Government of India, though the salary which they draw is not the 
same as drawn by the I.C.S. Secretaries of the Government of India. 
I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will keep this point in view. 

The second thing to which I want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is the way in whi<‘h the Defence of India Rules are 
being abifsed by executive officers without a prior reference being 
made to the Council of Ministers, My contention is, and I think the 
Defence of India Act itself bears it out, that officers of this province 
cannot act except under the orders of the provincial Government and 
the provincial Government in such cases will always mean the 
Governor as advised by the Council of Ministers. We have learnt in 
reply to a certain question today that in many cases this was not 
done. I hope this expression of opinion in the Legislature will 
strengthen the Hon’ble Ministers to contest this point and to persuade 
His Excellency to see that there is no further abuse of the Defence of 
India Act in the manner in which it has been abused in the past. 

There is another item in the General Administration to which I 
want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. I 
find on pages 74-75 of the Red Book that for Rural Reconstruction 
work which is undertaken on the initiative of the district officers, 
there has been an increase of provision this year. At the same time, 
we find that last year Bs. 80,000 were saved and could not be fully 
utilised. I would request the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to 
consider if the experience of the last year justifies this increase. 
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Could not this amount which has been added to that head be spent 
on some other sphere of activities where it could 3rield more economic 
result? I disagree with Mr. Boss when he says that nation-building 
schemes should not be undertaken unless they are unavoidable, that 
all avoidable expenditure must be stopped this year and the major 
portion should be spent or ear-marked for military objectives or 
Civil Defence. I would only say that in very many cases, the nation- 
building schemes come under Civil Defence. In very many cases, 
improvement of amenities and standard of life, improvement of com- 
munications and irrigation facilities, improvement of eduSation, health 
and standard of life, in a word, improvement of material and human 
conditions in the province are the only way of* effective Civil Defence. 
If there is improvement in the material and human conditions in the 
province, then it will have — if not a direct, at least an indirect — 
bearing on the question of Civil Defence : but this is a matter which 
I will take up later on. 


A final point with regard to the head “General Administration.” 
We would request the Ministry to examine the question of the salary 
of Ministers and the increased provision for Parliamentary Secretaries. 
We would request the Ministry to consider whether it is not desirable 
that there should be no further provision under this head but that out 
of the reduction in the salaries of Ministers, moneys should be found 
for payment of the salaries of Parliamentary Secretaries. I quite 
admit that the idea of Parliamentary Secretaries working in an honorary 
capacity is difficult to conceive, for it is likely that they will not have 
their harmony enthusiasm for very long. So, provision must be made 
for their remuneration but this should be met out of a reduction in the 
salary of the Ministers. The different parties which constitute the 
present Ministry are practically committed to a much lower salary. 
I think the salary should not in any case be more than Bs. 1,500 a 
month. We of the Proja Party are pledged to a salary of Bs. 1,000 
and after the General Elections, we agreed to the addition of a 
sumptuary allowance of Bs. 500, in order to enable Ministers to meet 
expenses which they in general have to meet. This figure of Bs. 1,500 
should be the maximum beyond w’hich the present cabinet should not 
go. If that is done, then out of the surplus of Bs. 1,000 per Minister 
— an exception may be made in the case of the Chief Minister, because 
his position is somewhat different — out of the saving of Bs. 1,000 for 
each Minister, money can be found for payment to Parliamentary 
Secretaries. It is agreed that if in this way some money is saved, we 
can provide for Parliamentary Secretaries without any additional 
burden on the exchequer. There has been no change as yet in the 
figure of the Ministers’ salary, nor perhaps have they had the time 
to do so; but I sincerely hope that the Finance Minister will be gqod 
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enou^ to see his way to introduce in this very session a Bill 
'regul|in«ing the position with regard to Ministers’ salary. 

I infiiy make another comment and that is with reference to the 
question of the President’s and Speaker’s salaries, which have not 
yet been settled. The Bill came before this House five years ago but 
there was disagreement between the two Houses. This disagreement 
could not be solved and has not been solved up to this day, because it 
cimld be solved only by a joint session of the two Houses. The* last 
Ministry could not find time in the course of the last 5 years to 
summon a joint session of the Legislature. I hope the present 
Ministry will find it possible to do so. 

With regard to the Police and Jails, I would make only one remark 
on the notification issued by the Government that the Chaukidari 
Enquiry Committee’s Report is being examined and that Government 
will see. how far they can give effect to the recommendations of that 
report. Sir, the question should be examined as early as possible. 
It has always been a grievance with members of both Houses that the 
city police should be paid for by the public exchequer, whereas the 
loc^al police is paid for by local contributions. This is a very anomal- 
ous position and I hope that the Ministry will examine the position 
and find out if this can be remedied. 

AVith regard to the general policy relating to these two depart- 
ments we find — and it is an item to which the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has himself drawn our attention in the Red Book — that there 
has been an increase in the provision for Jails and also for the Police. 
So far as the police are concerned, it is understandable that in the 
troublou.s. times in which we are living today and with the ever- 
present possibility of crises and civil commotion and internal disturb- 
ance — we hope that if anything untoward occurs it will be local and 
only temporary — with these possibilities before them, the Ministry 
has to make provisions against all contingency; but the policy of 
having special jails which, 1 think, is a legacy from the old Govern- 
nfent, should be abandoned. Otherwise, the present Ministry will 
have to bear condemnation for the sins of its predecessors. This 
policy of having new jails, additional jails, and special jails and of 
shutting up persons who are needed today to organise Civil Defence to 
raise the morale of the people of the province, to establish better 
relations between the communities, this policy of shutting up experi- 
enced political workers who are most needed at this time, must be 
given up and given up at once. This the Ministers must do in the 
public interest and to Satisfy ^e Legislature that their attitude is 
entirely different from the attitude of the old Government. As for 
political prisoners, the Ministry should not leave any stone unturned 
to secure their release. If that is done, this will not only redeem the 
promises of the present Ministry but also effect great economy in the 
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Police and Jail expenditure. Simultaneously, it will mean strengthen' 
ing the hands of the present Government in getting support and 
willing co-*operation of the people. The problem of Civil Defence 
will also be to a large extent solved if these people are allowed to 
work in different areas, if they are allowed to organise volunteers. 
This cannot be done by ordinary paid officers, or new men recruited 
for the job. 

* f'hen, Sir, with regard to Education, I am glad to find that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has not forgotten his special interest for 
Education. In spite of the very great stringency in . Idle budgetary 
position, be has found it possible to make certain additional grants. 
I should, however, like to draw his attention to one or two items 
which require special consideration. The Sibpur Engineering College 
has four main departments of which the Metallurgy Department is 
new. Now, Sir, in the other three departments. Electrical, Civil and 
Mechanical, thefe are stipends and scholarships which enable the 
students of these departments to compete on equal terms with students 
of other Engineering Colleges. But the Metallurgy Department does 
not offer the same facilities. In the situation in which we find ourselves 
today, it is evident that Metallurgy is going to play an important 
part in the national economy. The Sibpur Engineering College does 
not offer the same facilities in its Metallurgy Department as the 
Benares or Rurkee Colleges.. Our students thus find it difficult to 
compete on ^ual terms with the graduates of the Benares or Rurkee 
Colleges. I hope that the Hon’ble FinaiK'c Minister will look into 
the matter and see that greater facilities are offered by way of scholar- 
ships and stipends in order to encourage our students. A larger 
number of students will thus be able to take up this very important 
aspect of study. I also understand that there is an insufficiency of 
competent staff’ in the Metallurgy D^artment, I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will examine this question .|is Well. 

Now, Sir, I want to make a special reference to the Viswabharati 
and Santinekatan. I w’ould like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that although certain grants w'ere made some 
years ago, the money remained unpaid for a long time. The institu- 
tion was thus put to needless difficulties, This year the death of 
Dr. Rabin dra Nath Tagore places upon all of us a special respon- 
sibility for helping the institution which he created with such love 
and care. It should be the duty of the present Government, specially 
this year, to make whatever grant they can to this institution. I know 
the budgetary position this year is very stringent. But even then 
this institution fhould be given *^|j>bl^ever grant is possible. 

I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to the 
difference in treatment of the Dacca and the Calcutta Universities. 
Pa3rment to Dacca, is a charge on the provincial revenues: payment 
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to dalcutta is not. I know there are difficulties and they are heing^ 
exai&wed. But as soon as a decision is reached, I trust that the 
con^bution to Calcutta University will also be treated as a charge 
on ‘the revenues of the province. 

Sir, the|‘e were several other items on which I wanted to speak 
but the time is short and I must curtail iny remarks. Before I 
conclude, I would refer to another item where economy can be effected, 
namely, the “Bengal Weekly”. I believe the Hon’ble Minist^ will 
bear me out when I say that most of the people to whom this paper 
is sent put* it into the wa8tc-pai»er basket. The money spent for it is 
wholly wasted. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will examine whether 
“Bengal Weekly” cannot be di.scontiuued. If we have at all a 
Weekly, we should have it in Bengali. 

The last point which I would like to take up is with regard to 
the Civil Defence of the province. After the v^y elaborate state- 
ment made by my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Choudhury, I 
do not want to go into details; but I w’ould add one or two points 
that have been overlooked. The first point to which I would draw 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister concerns the A.R.P. arrangements. 
The treiu'hes have been distributed in a very haphazard and ridicul- 
ous manner. I understand five miles of slit trenches have been 
sanctioned for Calcutta of which almo.st a mile is to be fo\ind in the 
Lake area. Every member of this House knows that|fin the present 
conditions very few people go to the Lakes either for pleasure on for any 
other purpose. In these days of black-«)ut, the Lake area is practically 
a deserted area after dusk. There has been perhaps a larger exodus of > 
people from that part of Calcutta than from any other jiart. On the 
other hand, we find that in huntcc areas and market areas there are not 
a sufficient number of slit trenches. The provision of slit trenches and 
tube-wells in the New Market area is also very i>oor. Well, Sir, these 
are some of the things to which 1 think the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Defence should be drawn. Apart from this, I have 
draw'll the attention of the Hon’ble Minister through a Question that 
there are not sufficient facilities in the httttee areas 

Mr* PRESIDENT* The honourable member must now conclude. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIR: I have come almost to the conclusion 
of my speech. Sir. I should like to say a word or tw'o on the money 
which has been allotted for promoting Communal Harmony in the 
province. Now, Sir, I Ahink M^. Ross also agrees with me because he 
also pleaded that this provisioff ^ould have been^shown not under 
“General Expenditure” but under “Civil Defence.” I think. Sir, if 
this slight alteration is made, Mr. Ross and others .of his way of 
thinking will have no objection to the grant. Ev«^one will admit that 
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the very first condition of Civil Defence is internal solidafity. If t^iere ’ 
is any lack of internal unity, if there is conflict among, the diff^^ni ' 
communities, 1 am afraid we may witness again the spectacle of ri(itoii|8 ’ 
incidents which happened in Dacca in the course of last year. ■ If that < 
^ be the case, all our talk of Civil Defence will me a mere mockery.; i The 
‘first step towards any Civil Defence is in reference to the internal 
solidarity of the people and for this one lakh is not adequate. One 
lakh ^s certainly not too high a price to pay for communal harmony. 

If necessary, more money should be provided and more may have to be 
spent. I think all realize the importance of the question including the 
honourable members opposite who spoke. We agree that this money 
will have to be speht on propaganda but not on party propaganda 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit and resumed his 
seat.) 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, after hearing Mr. Humayun Kabir and his remark about a mile 
length of slit trenches in the Lake area, which, however, is not a fact. 
I am bound to tell him and the House that it is not so. There are 
some slit trenches. I had been for a walk there only this morning and 
1 do not think that the length of all the trenches was as long as one 
mile and I wonder how my friend Mr, Eabir could procure the measure- 
ment. However, Sir, that is a minor point. 

* '* 

._ il^ think Mr. Humayun Kabir will agree and every memiber of this 
'House will agree that at the moment every o-ther problem regarding 
e budget is overshadowed by the impending aggression of our enemies. 
Therefore, I would only confine whatever I have to say to the Civil 
Defence side of the budget. Sir, I am very pleased to find in the 
budget some provisions — I would not ^y very ample provisions — for 
air-raid precautions. Apart from A. Il» P. establishments such as 
public health, medical and fire-fighting schemes, the public is very 
very anxious indeed to see that huts and cottages are constructed in 
inoffusil with Government money, say within 50 miles from Calcutta 
for housing dozens of poor fstaiilies who have to evacuate from Calcutta. 
Those fortunate few who have means have already hired houses at 
fancy prices. We all know that but what about the hundreds, I 
should say, thousands of poor families who cannot afford to take houses 
in the moffusil at such fancy prices? Therefore, I would strongly 
suggest and I hope that this suggestion would in a way meet the point 
raised by my friend Dr. Badha Eumud Mookerji who grumbled that 
all this money is^oing to be 8pen| i% the citj^^'of Calcutta, I say that 
this amount— -ii pmion of it — ^be s^^f on the construction of huts and 
cottages in moffusil, similar to those that are constructed at the tiiie" 
of Kumba Mela in Hardwar and Allahabad. We have seen them And 
those hundteds of cottages are oonsintcted in the course of a few #€^s. 
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.T ihi^; 6ome of the Ho&*ble Ministers may have seen them and have 
apinnilitieted how quickly they could be constructed for housing lakhs 
of pilgrims. Of course, I am sorry that there are no tents available 
now, because tents are all used for military purposes. 

Sir, Government ought to provide these quarters in moffusil at ^' 
nominal rents. 

I find no item in the budget for propaganda work. Sir, I think 
if anything is urgently wanted today, it is skilful, ingenious and 
intense projjaganda to encourage labour and particularly municipal 
workers to stay in Calcutta. If today one nuisance bomb falls, 
thousands of workers will go away. What are we doing to stop these?’ 
Are we simply sleeping by putting mustard oil in our nose as the 
Bengali proverb goes? These municipal workers sustain the civic 
life and hygienic condition of this great city. It will be a disaster if 
they run away. This can be averted by constant propaganda through 
personal contact; for radio, posters, newspapers and handbills do not 
reach them. They should be made to understand by individual talks 
that everything that is possible is being done to protect their lives in 
case of danger. So, to do that propaganda, I make this humble 
suggestion. 1 simply shudder to think of the disastrous effect of a 
nuisance bomb on the up-country labourers, scavengers, drainage 
workers, water-supply workers. Propaganda has been utilised by 
that detestable Hitler as one of his chief weapons for aggression. 
says in his book Mein Kamf “that by skilful and sustained propa^ 
ganda one can make a people see heaven as hell or a most wretchiSff^ 
life as paradise.” Everj^body knows that by ingenious propaganda 
Dr. Goebbles has transformed the mentality of the Nazi rascals who 
could be made forgetful of the bitterest blizzards and frosts while 
fighting near Moscow without sufficient ch»thes, could be made 
forgetful of their scanty food. By skilful propaganda we could 
eliminate all the Fifth columnist activities in Bengal. I have some 
personal knowledge about this. I must place that before the House. 

Iff the month of December just after Hangoon raid, I heard from the 
Manager of the Ludlow Jute Mill near Uluberia, which is an American 
concern, that some strangers went there and told the mill-hands, that 
there was evacuation in the Budge-Budge and adjoining Jute Mill 
areas and that it was spreading to other mills also, that the Japanese 
would shortly invade this country and other things. Of course, no 
Japanese or people from overseas came to tell all these things but some 
Indian rumouT-mongers were spreading these false news. There is 
another instance of thiaaFifth columnist activities. A few clerks of 
a Japanese firm told us that when th^ Japanese menmaitts left India, 
they had told these clerks that they were coming back within 6 months 
and had asked them to carry on, with the little money they had g^iven 
them, pro- Jap propaganda. In my own house I was told by a person 
wjbio was working in a Japanese firm that he need not fear because the 

W 
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Japanese kad told kixn that they were coming in a few months. It 
must be said that good propaganda has got to be paid for and is 
not merely dependent upon radio talks, big posters on the Vails 
and big newspaper headlines, and notices, and notifications, etc. 
There are various types of propaganda — demonstrations, route 
marches, badges, uniforms, exhibitions, so one. It is not simply 
a question of A.B.P. and A.B.P. workers; but there are many private 
agencies which are anxious to help in spreading and circulating the 
right kind of information and instruction. The members of the 
Badical Democratic Party, for instance, are demonstrating all through 
the city and marching on routes and they have devised a slogan “Bill 
the Japanese when they come*’ in Bengali and Hindi; but who is 
going to take notice of them or finance them? This news was placed 
before the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Eumar Basu, the new Defence 
Minister of the Government of Bengal. He was asked to take notice 
of it and to help the movement but he said that his portfolio was new 
and at that time he could not say anything definite. I hope Govern- 
ment would now take notice of the activities of the honest workers of 
this Democratic Party who are creating a fighting mentality and 
helping Government in every possible way. Demonstrations and 
route marches in cities and the villages and the shouting of slogans 
— all these are techniques of propaganda — and not posters, or notifica- 
tion in newspapers or radio talks. Sir, there are hundreds of ways 
in which expert propagandists can help the Government and the 
country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Is the honourable member likely to conclude 
fiOonP 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY OHOWDHURYi I will not 
take more than one minute. I will not drag on. Sir. I find that there 
is a defeatist mentality among all sections of the people in Calcutta. 
They say “Singapore is gone, Bangoon is going, and Calcutta will 
go. Therefore, there is no hope and no help for us.” We can do a 
lot to remove this defeatist mentality by means of proper propaganda. 
Speeches in the Council or in the Assembly are good but we must 
proceed by other methods and means. I would like to see that the 
Minister of Defence makes good use of Madam Chiang Bai Shek’s 
etirring appeal to India to participate shoulder to shoulder in ^ 
struggle for the survival of a free world. Propaganda is necessary to 
carry this historical message to every homewin Bengal, to carry the 
message of the brutalities and fan,teheries committed by Ja^ soldiers 
on women, children and civilians. But all this costs money and the 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence must find the mmy for this very 
important item of pivil Defence work. We 'all know that several 
thousands of Oriya and up-country servants ami cooks have left the 
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|md we are simply unable have domestic servants. I know 
thc^ Bengal villagers are willing to come to Calcutta to work as domestic 
servai^ts ; but, Sir, who is taking the trouble to attract them to this 
work? People from Eastern Bengal, Northern Bengal and Burdwan 
are willing to come here for work : know that from personal experi- 
ence. They are free after the recent* harvests; let the Defence 
Minister provide shelter for them in Calcutta. I can bring hundreds 
^f such men if they are paid rail fares, given shelters and food pending 
their getting some work. Let us seize this opportunity of finding 
employment for our village folks who may earn their livelihood and 
get employed in the work deserted by the Oriyas* Send recruiters to 
the villages to recruit workers wl^o are ^ too willing to come and earn 
their livelihood. I have relatives in the Suhderbans who tell me that 
they can send idle peasants to Calcutta for work in Calcutta, provided 
you give them, temporary abode and food until they can find work. 
Let the Defence Minister give facilities for this purpose and devote 
some attention to attract these people from the villages and spend some 
money. This will partly solve village unemployment as well as remove 
a great want of the day. With these words, I commend my proposals 
to Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Council stands adjourned 
till 2-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 24th 
February, 1942. ^ 
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The following memberli were absent from the meeting held on the- 
SfSrd February, 1942; — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Bai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mrs. K. D'Bozario. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Khwaja Muhamm'ad Esmail. 

(7) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Khan ^ahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul.Huq. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mujiammad Jan. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. Naresb Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. B. Pal Chowdhury. 

(16) Maulvi Abul Quasem. 

'(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Eahman. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Bashid. 

(18) Sir B. P. Singh Boy. 

(19) Baja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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The CoTTjTCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 24th Februeu^, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the sixth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(<9)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1955. 

Hr. President (the Hon^bl^ Sattendka Chandra Mit^a) was 
in the Chair. , 

'QI^5n<M4S AND ANSWERS 

T ie.., 

Qusstion which remained unanswered during the D e cem b e r , 1941, 

Sessien. 

Rise in price cf foodstuff. 

\ 

^ 80t Mr. NUR AHM€D: (a) WilLthe Hon'ble Minister in charge 

of*ihe Commerce Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
abnormal rise in the price of foodstuff, such as, rice, paddy, condiments, 
etc., has caused immense suffering to the poor people of Bengal in 
general and the poor people of Chittagong in particular? 

(b) If so, what measures have been adopted by the Government of 
'^Bengal to prevent undOe speculation and inflation of prices and for the 
supply of foodstuff and other necessaries of life to the poorer people at 
a reasonable price? 

(c) Is it a fact that ifi many districts, especially in Chittagong, the 
po6r people are actuall;^ starving owing to very high price of foodstuff? 

(d) If so, what step^%ave been adopted by the Government of Bengal 
to sa'^ people f roip acWal starvation ? 

(efla it j%|cc|4h^ ym daily o| monthl;^ wages of labourers have not 
been increased* propSrl!b^^^gt• to the rise in price ? 

» (/) If so, what measd^ have been taken by Government of Bengal 

to give relief to ^le laboureir of Bengal? If so, what are they? 

MINISTRR in charge of the QQMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARt- 
MINIt CtiM Hen*hle Khan BNiadi? M. Ahdm Karim)] (a> Yes, 
specially landless laboxirers, but there is no reason to suppose that the 
effect in Chittagong is worse than elsewhdbe. 

lA 
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(b) The rise in prices is due to economic causes and sit far as I am 
aware there has been no profiteering on the part of dealers at any stage 
of sale ot these essential commodities in the secondary markets. 1 do 
imt consider that the present prices are iinreasonable although '^ey are 
certainly high enough. 

^ (o) and (d) I am not coficemed with these questions. 

\ (eji A lave no information regarding agricultural labour but so far 
as industrial labour is concerned, I know that substantial increase in 
wages has been granted in many industrial concerns and«public utility 
companies. I have not, however, examined whether the increase 
allowed in industrial concerns is proportionate to the rise in the cost of 
living index or not. 

(/) The Labour Department carirfully examine all demands for 
workers for increased wages or dearness allowance and, whenever felt 
necessary, have advised the employers accordingly.. In the course of 
conciliation of disputes 'arising out of such demands the conciliation 
officers similarly intercede on behalf of the labourers whenever they 
have a good case to put forward. No other special measure yet seems 
necessary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: With regard to 
(c) and (d) of the printed answer to the question, I may say thfet this 
answer was framed before w’e came into office and therefore I fe^ve 
modified it as follows : — 

“(c) and (d) I am in communication with the Revenue Depart- 
ment with regard to this matter.” 

* 

» . 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the economic causes to which the rise in the price of 
rice is due ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL ICARIM: In the first 
place one of the most important economic causes is that the present 
war has stood in the way of fresh rice confifig. from "9'^ this 

stage. The second cause is difficulty of ^tnai^ape^^ * there are 

numerous other causes. The whole matter is "'now under my examina-.' 
tion and I am going through it very carefiAly. I shall be able to give 
a very satisfactory answer if tke mattef lis brought v'up ill the form of 
a resolution hereafter. 


Mr. NUJI AHMBOr Will Hhe'^on’ble Minister be pleas^ to 


state if unscrupulous dealers have been fined for profiteering in Ike 
province P 



i«^f . iLin>~£i)SWiB8. -m' 

Mm HMnb KhM BMMw M. MOUL KARIM: Such cam 

ItaT# liot y«t come to my notice. 

KImmi Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt WillAhe 

Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether agricultural labour is also not i: 
a subject ijfith which the Minister in charge of Labour is concerned/ 

*<.»• 

Tlw Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Kot ver; 

much; the^Department of Commerce and Labour is concerned more 
with the movement of goods and the control of prices to some extent. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Are we 

to understand that the agricultural labourers and other labourers are 
to be left to their lot and nothing is to be done by the Minister in 
charge of Labour ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I shall see if 
the operation of the department can be extended further. 

♦ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the* 
Hen’ble Minister aware that the industrial labour population forms a 
microscopic minority of the total labour population of Bengal!' 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 know that. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is not the price of paddy or 
rice comparatively very much low'er than the price of other necessaries 
which the agriculturists are to buy ? 

' % 

* 

The Hon’bie Kban Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, I want 
notice for that. ' *■ 


Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to answers to 
questions (c) and (d), may..! ask the Hon’bie Minister if better 
answers could no{ be obtained ? "* ■ 

The ' Hoh’ble Khan Bahadur U, ABDUL KARIM: The answer 
which is printed there was given by the outgoing Government and I 
mo^dified that answer and gave it just a moment ago. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will uow resume further general 
discussion of the Budget. 

^Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, while initiating the general discussion of the budget on Friday 
Jhtst, op esteemed friend Dr. Mookherjee was pleased to ebserve that 
.^Ihe bud^t^ indicates the policy of the Government. Before I proceed 
■•to find out the policy of the Government underlying the budget 
presented to us, I propose to commence with an examinatien as to how 
far ordinary constitutional rules have been observed in preparing 
placing the budget for discussion. In this connection. Sir, I at once 
refer to rules 108 and 1.09 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Buies. Buie 108 lays down that: “No discussion of the accounts of 
the province and the reports of the Auditor-General thereon shall take 
place in the Council until the report of the Committee on Public 
Accounts on such accounts and reports has been presented to the 
Council under rule 109.” Then, rule 109 lays down: “The report of 
the Committee on Public Accounts on the accounts of the province 
and the reports of the Auditor-General thereon shall be presented to 
the Council by the Finance Minister.” Sir, this question was raised 
on the floor of this house as a privilege motion on the 11th February, 
1941. After thorough discussion in which the then Finance Minister 
took part, the question was referred to the Privileges Commiti;^. 
The then Finance Minister not only agreed to the reference of the 
question to^ the Committee of Privileges but he was also pleased to 
give indication of helping the Committee with his views. Then on 
^cial invitation, he attended the first sitting of the Committee 
though for reasons best known to him, he could not or did not attend 
the deliberations of the Committee on subsequent sittings. The Com- 
mittee, however, made its recommendation which was presented to the 
House on the dlst March, 1941. The recommendation of the Com- 
mittee was to the effect that this House should have a Public Accounts 
dommittee and pending the framing of the rules governing the consti- 
tution of such a Committee, the Hon’ble the President of the Council be 
requested to form a Public Accounts Committee.'* This recommenda- 
tion of the Committee was unanimously accepted by the House and 
then you, Mr. President, were pleased to form a Committee on the 
next diBiy, i.e., the 1st April, 1941. It is about a year that the Com- 
mittee has been formed but I do not know whether Government, 
because of the formation of the Committee on the first day of April, 
took the matter lightly. (Mr. Sbish Chakdxa Chakbavabtt: ^ey 
took that as a joke.) However, the’f^t remains that no meeting of 
the Committee has yet been called held. Sir, the general mle underC 
democratic constitution calls for redress of grievances prior to preseatm^ 
tion of the budget for discussion. May I now ask the Hon’ble Lj&e 
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Fiiipi^ Minister if this is the way that the Government want to remove 
oiir||jmevances? Is this the way that Government propose to satisfy 
onrt demands? Should we find out the policy of the Government out 
of ^is callousness? 

f 

Then, I refer to another recommendation of the Committee 
Privileges in unanimous acceptance of which, this Council, as far baok 
as in February of 1938, urged upon joint control of the Libraiy of* 
Legislature. After a prolonged consideration for about two yeala, ii^ 
was decided by the Government to put the Library under control of a 
joint committee and rules were at last framed regulating the con^M 
and management of the Library, copies of which appear to have beeJI, 
issued on the 26th of October of 1940 to the members for their informa- 
tion. Buie 1 lays down that the Library shall be designated **Th.« 
Library of the Bengal Legislature.” Will the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister be pleased to state why the designation of the Library has 
not been changed as yet and why it is still being designated as **The 
Library of the Legislative Assembly”? Then, rule 2 lays down that! 
the control and management of the Library shall be vested in a Com- 
mittee called ”the Joint Library Committee.” The Committee shall 
consist of 7 members of whom three shall be nominated to represent 
the Bengal Legislative Council by Mr. President. In accordance with 
this rule. Sir, you, Mr. President, were pleased to announce your 
nbminations on the 27th March, 1941. Now, Sir, I would like to draw 
the pointed attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minishei;' to rule 3 
which clearly lays down that ”The Committee shall prepare its annual 
budget estimate which shall be included in the Budget Estimates of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Department and presented to the 
Legislature by the Hon’ble Minister in charge who presents the budget 
estimates of that department.” It clearly appears from this inale that 
it is the privilege of the Committee to prepare the budget of the Library 
which will be incorporated in the general budget. Since the forma- 
tion of the Committee, in spite of our best efforts, no meeting of the 
Committee has been convened as yet. On both these points, ri?.. 
Public Accounts Committee for the Council and the Library Committee, 

I put interpellations replies to which were due in the last session of the 
Council, but, as is usual with the Government when they find them- 
selves in an uncomfortable position to reply to any question, they have 
assumed the golden policy of silence and my question still remains 
unanswered. Sir, we have very strong feelings over these matters. Is 
this the way that the Government are respecting our feelings? la this 
the way that the Government are observing relevant rules? At this 
stage, Sir, I think it my du^^ *both as the Deputy President ol the 
Council and the Chairman of different committees to sound a note of 
warning that this House may not tolerate this indifferent attitude of 
the Government any further. * « 
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Jf may just refer to another instance of omission on the part of the 
GhoTemment. The question of providing accommodation for the Bengal 
LegislatiTe Council is pending final decision since 1938 last. This 
question was threshed out at a meeting of this House some time towards 
the beginning of 1938 and then it was referred to a joint committee 
consisting of members representing both the Ghamibers of the Legisla- 
ture. The joint committee again referred the matter to a suh-com- 
piittee which sat for the last time on the 7th February of 1939, when 
« the j|.eed for construction of a separate Chamber was urged and desire 
oiMpb Council for the same was emphasised. As per estiipate of the 
\ Gq j v W n ment Architect and the Chief (Engineer, a separate Council 
. '^iDhamber might be constructed at a cost of about 3 lakhs of rupees. 
* Apart from the constitutional desirability of proper accommodation for 
the Council, the project would be economical in that it would facilitate 
the disposal of business and would save a sum to the tune of 1^ lakhs 
of rupees annually out of the huge amount spent on the allowances of 
the members by prolonging the hours of sitting. The size of the 
^ existing Chamber also militates against the proper conduct of business 
in the Council consisting of 63 members only. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRS On a point of information. Sir. May 
I enquire through you, Sir, whether the Deputy President is speak- 
ing on a privilege motion or on the budget? 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On the general 
discussion M the budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The Deputy President is perhaps following 
the general rule of pressing for redress of grievances before discussion 
on the ^budget heads is taken up. It is the usual and established 
convention that in a budget discussion wide latitude is given to 
ventilate grievances on almost any matter that may be provided for 
in the budget estimates. * 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the only purpose of my enquiry 
was that if it were a privilege motion, then some of us might be able 
to make some comments; whereas if it were a discussion of the budget, 
none of ps who have already taken part in it can have any further say 
on the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now the Deputy President is speaking on the 
budgret. ^ , 

4 

KhfMl Sahib ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY: Should I bU^ 
here. Sir? * 
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Ml^ FRESIBENTl No, no. Go on. 

KiEUI Slrtiib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURYl I do not proposo 

to take any further time of the House to explain the need of, and the 
economy that may be effected by, the construction of a separate 
Chamber for the Council. A note prepared by the Legislative Council 
Department was circulated amongst the members of this House as well 
as those of Government which deals with the matter exhaustively. 
Sir, the matter was thoroughly discussed in the conference referredk^ 
when the than Home Minister undertook to hold the next meetini^m 
December, 1939, for final decision after further examination of tlMP’ 
yrot and com of the question. Since then three Decembers have coma 
and passed away merrily but alas, that meeting still remains to be 
called, decision still remains to be arrived at and the Chamber still 
remains to be constructed. ' The other five provinces having a 
bicameral legislature have been provided with a separate chamber for 
the Legislative Council. Even the province of Assam having only 22 
members in the Council, has got a separate chamber. Since the 
inauguration of the provincial autonomy, Madras and United Provinces 
have spent Bs. GJ lakhs and Rs. lakhs respectively for the purpose. 
Bengal is the only province where there is no separate chamber for the 
Council. There is no allotment for this purpose even in the present 
budget which is under discussion. 

Sir, I am fully conscious of the fact that the present is not the 
opportune moment to raise a question like this; but. Sir, ^is is not 
a new question. I have already said that it is awaiting decision since 
1938 last and I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to the fact that construction of a separate chamber for the 
Council in proper time would save by now more than what would be 
required to be spent on the execution of the scheme. Sir, thei^ are 
other grounds as well which prompt me to raise this question without 
waiting for better times. 

*Sir, if my information is correct, the control of this building was 
vested in a committee consisting of the Hon’ble the President, the 
Hon’ble the Speaker and a representative of the Government. But to 
our great inconvenience we find tliat the control of the House is 
being exercised solely by the presiding officer of the other House. It 
is being done either with the consent or with the connivance of the 
Government. Whatever it may be, it is not only causing incon- 
venience to us but also hampering smooth transaction of business. By 
way of explaining my point, I may just refer to one or two concrete 
instances. 

Appointment of a ;^aretaker for the Legislative Building is being 
unnecessarily delayed, presumably because the committee of control 
» not functioning properly. Then, Sir, from the* very beginning ef 
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present session, we are feeling very much incbiiv^ieit^ for ^ant 
of restaurant arrangement. As regards A. B. P. arrangements for 
the safety of the members of the Legislature as well as of the staff, 
nothing was done till the question was raised in this House and 
recommendation was made by a committee formed by you, Mr. Presi>$^, 
dent, and attention of the Oovemment was drawn thereby to this matter 
of vital interest. Under . the existing arrangement, we are very 
shabbily treated in almost every matter which we feel very strongly. 
Th^ arbitrary way of distribution of rooms for different officers and 
.uoxbmittees is another instance of the inequitable way of ffioing things, 
rwhich goes a great length to lend support to my contention. Sir, as 
1 am handicapped with the shortness of time at my disposal, I do not 
venture to deal with the matter at a greater length but 1 feel it my 
duty to bring it to the notice of the Government that the limit of the 
patience of the House has already been reached, if not exceeded. 
Further indifference on the part of the Government to set the matter 
right may create unhappy situation. 

We have had enough discussion over the budget and 1 do not pro- 
pose to enter into the details of the proposed receipts and expenditures 
which call for no comment. In the perilous times through which we 
are passing, it is idle to look forward to a budget for spectacular 
schemes of social reconstruction. All domestic or local issues are 
over-shadowed by the issue of war. One or two figures may, however, 
be referred to as revealing the financial position of the province. The 
ensuing y^ar will start with a total deficit on revenue account to the 
extent of one crore and five lakhs. In this connection, our attention 
is particularly drawn to that portion of the budget which, on the 
expenditure side, is devoted to Civil Defence measures and, on the 
receipt side, refers to the wind-fall under Income Tax and considerable 
deterioration on the Jute Export Duty, both being the effect of the 
war. Lump provision of one lakh of rupees for the promotion of 
communal harmonj' deserves more than a passing notice. We endorse 
wholeheartedly the sentiments expressed by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister towards the concluding portion of his speech. It is, how- 
ever, not clear how this amount is to be spent or by whom or what 
agencies or by what particular method or procedure. I venture to 
suggest that members of the Legislature as well as the public may 
kindly be taken , into confidence in this respect, so that there may not 
be any room for any doubt, suspicion or idle speculation. (At this 
stage the member reached the time-limit.) As I have reached my 
time-limit, I shall be very brief in dealing with one or two m<»e 
points. 

I mn extremely grateful to the H<m’ble i%ianoe Ministar for hia 
very welcome statement assm’ting sueh additional gf ant as may ba 
required to meet the charges on account of the- Departuliut Islmide 
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Sttt4^ which has been recently organised by the Calcntta XJiUTarsity. 
I ani iflso yery much grateful to the Hon’ble Finance for the 

allo^i^nt of Bs. 35,000 for the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, though 
the amount is far too inadequate. I hope, however, it may be feasible 
for the Government to be a little more generous if and when oooasicm 
arises for revision of the budget which act of benevolence will be very 
much appreciated by the general public. Sir, the bitter lessons ttiat 
we are learning from the present war serve to emphasise that a nation 
can neglect its agriculture only at its peril. In a total war like the 
present one^ the possibility of food shortage is to be avoided by all 
means to prevent demoralisation and discontent in the civil population. 
To keep them well-fed is, therefore, one of the most vital pre-requisite 
of war efforts. In this connection, I may mention one serious and 
immediate problem — the threatened shortage of rice owing to the risk 
of normal supply from Burma being cut off. To solve this acute 
problem it seems to me imperative that an energetic drive should be 
undertaken forthwith for production of more food crops suitable for 
being raised in lands released from commercial crops such as jute. I 
think. Sir, 1 cannot too adequately emphasise on the desirability of 
advising cultivators to grow suitable food crops on lands released from 
cash crops whose cultivation on the previous scale has become unecono- 
mic. By a cautious expansion of acreage under food crops, every effort 
should be made to build up reserves of food stock against the rainy 
day and to make our land of birth self-sufficient in this respect. With 
these few words, Sir, I conclude my general observation on the budget. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAIN: Mr. Presi- 

dent, Sir, I must at the very outset say that the budget which has 
been presented to us appears to be very disappointing indeed and it 
is more so because of the personality of the Finance Minister. We 
fail to find any hand of constructive genius or any trace of any 
imagination in the budget that has l)een presented. Sir, we have been 
told that now it is war time; so the budget must be of a very slip- 
shod nature and it will not even deal with the peace-time programme. 
But I say it should be just the reverse, Sir. During this war time, 
when the other nations and the other independent countries are at war, 
their output of industries, their output of arms and ammunition, their 
output of foodstuffs has been doubled and trebled. They prepare 
schemes by which they work them out at top-speed. But now. Sir, 
what is our position? Because of the war are we not to do axfything? 
We are not to take up even our ordinary routine works? Sir, the 
position is the reverse. Now that there is war, jhst like other 
independent countries, though we in a dependent country cannot take 
all those active measures connected with war, we can certainly con- 
centrate dur attention on matters of internal ecohbmy. 
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Sir, we should take our lesson from the European countries. What 
th^ have been doing? They have been even converting their own 
gardens into cultivated lands. They have been putting so much 
impetus on their industries that they have increas^ their output by 
300 per cent, and more. Their output has been increasing not only 
year to year, month to month but even day to day. Under the 
circumstances, we should not take shelter under the plea of war for our 
inactivity. We have also got internal war and what is that? We 
have to fight against poverty and illiteracy. Are we prepared to fight 
them P We can fight them by preparing a programme ot economic 
development for poverty, and compulsory education for illiteracy. We 
have enough resources in our country. We should take our examples 
from the European countries and from other independent countries. 
If we concentrate and devote our entire attention to the economic 
development of the country, we could fight to the finish the demon of 
starvation and illiteracy which have been killing us all the time. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself admits and we all agree 
with him that the frame-work of the Indian constitution is such that 
it does not give any rights to the representatives of the people to deal 
efficiently with vital matters connected with nation-saving schemes. 
The initiative, organisation and control of all these nation-saving 
schemes lie with the Central Government and all we can do is to 
render some help for internal civil defence. We have been asked by 
the Central Government to arrange for civil defence according to some 
definite schemes and to meet a portion of the cost thereof from the 
provincial revenues. We will do it ungrudgingly, though Bengal 
could rightly claim the entire cost of civil defence from the Central 
Government, in view of the unjust and inequitable allocation of 
revenues between the Centre and the province of Bengal. In consi- 
deration, however, of the grave danger now facing us, for the time 
being we will forget the quarrel and we do not, therefore, object to the 
allotment of Be. 1 crore 25 lakhs for civil defence from the provincial 
revenues. As to actual defence of India from outside attack, it is thjs 
concern of the Imperial Government and we will not be permitted to 
meddle with it. We w'ill not be permitted even to raise a militia, a 
national militia, for our internal defence. Our scope of work is, 
therefore, very little and our field of activity concerning war is con- 
fined to such circumscribed limits that in spite of the war we can keep 
our mind free, as we have not got to think of the actual defehce 
measures, which, fortunately or unfortunately, somebody else will 
think out for us. Such being the case, I do not see why merely the 
fear or apprehension of aerial raid or land attack should unnerve us 
and make us inactive. The war has afforded us an excellent opportunity 
for stimulating our industrial enterprises and we must not lose it, 
Other provinces are stealing a march over Bengal in this respect, b|it 
Bengal is still in slufftber. It ia^our sacred duty to keep ourselves 
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inforn^ of the conditions of all the industries in our prorinoe, to 
nurse ^hose which have recently taken birth, guide those which haT>e 
been iii existence for some time and encourage cottage industries and 
other new industries which hitherto could not stand competition with 
the cheap articles of Japan which had swamped our markets. These 
are tilings which should engage our serious attention and our Ministers 
will be failing in their duty if they did not apply their mind to an 
economic programme more intensel}' than hitherto. It will be a sheer 
neglect of duty if on the plea of saving the nation which they have no 
power to sa^je from outside attack, they do nothing for economic 
regeneration of the country in spite of getting a golden opportunity. 

Sir, I will now take up the budget, department by department. I 
find that the budget has been described a.s a deficit budget. As a 
matter of fact, our budgetary provision is better than that of the last 
year. Last year we estimated a closing balance of Rs. 32 lakhs and 
odd; this year we have Rs. 78 lakhs and odd in spite of the fact 
that we had to contribute one crore and 25 lakhs for the war and we 
had in the previous 3 'ear to meet famine charges and distress charges 
to a very large extent. So, there is no excuse for reducing expendi- 
ture under the nation-building departments, specially under Agricul- 
ture and Industry. Sir, the Ministry has absolutely no justification 
for diverting the 35 lakhs of rupees which represented the proceeds of 
the new taxes. The Taxation Acts were passed last year on the 
definite understanding that the proceeds of the tax would be spent on 
the nation-building departments. In the very preamble of the Motor 
Spirits Tax Bill, a definite understanding was given that the proceeds 
were to be ear-marked for new roads. As regards the Raw Jute 
Taxation Bill, from its preamble also it will appear that the proceeds 
were to be definitely ear-marked for helping the growers of jute. As 
regards the Sales Tax Bill, of cour.se, there was no such explicit under- 
standing in the preamble, but we were definitely told on the floor of 
the Hou.se that all the money would be spent on the nation-building 
departments, on the schemes which were in progress and also on new 
schemes. There was a definite promi.se given by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister that a portion of the pr<»ceeds of the tax would be set apart for 
financing the Poor Funds which would be established under Act X of 
1939. That was a definite understanding given to both Houses of the 
Legislature by the ex-Finance Minister Mr. Suhrawardy. With your 
permission, I may quote from his speech on that occasion : “In order 
to compensate the poorer section of the people from the amount of tax 
•they maj’’ have to pay on account of the purcha.se of clothes of the 
coarser variety — and I do not think that it will be much, because an 
ordinary villager’s family hardly purchases more than two or three 
pairs a year — ^we do propose to set apart, at any rate, some portion of 
the tax in order to encourage the establishment of a Poor Fund in every 
place or union >to me^t the requirements of the needy”. 
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Sir, this was the imderstuiduig given, definitely given, to the 
House by the Hon’ble Finance Minister and on that understanding 
some of the amendments which we had tabled for excluding coarse 
cloths from this taxation were not moved at all. Sir, it will be a clear 
breach of faith on the part of the Government now to go behind those 
understandings and to divert the entire amount to other heads. My 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed and also my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow* 
dhury have already drawn the attention of the Government to the 
fact that the nation-building departments have been starved. Sir, the 
Agriculture Department has been starved, the Public E^alth Depart- 
ment has been starved ; although in the appendix to the budget speech 
it has been shown to have been provided with more money, in reality 
it has not been paid any excess amount of money compared with 
the allotment of last year. But compared with the revised estimate 
of current year, the amount allotted this year shows excess. At 
the same time we find that the Police and Jails Departments, although 
they do not show much increase as compared with the revised budget, 
yet compared with the original budget 10 lakhs of rupees under these 
heads have been given to each of these departments. It, therefore, 
clearly shows that the nation-building departments have been starved 
and the Police and Jails Departments and other departments have 
been surfeited. Now, Sir, coming to some of the special departments, 
namely, the Co-operative Department, there was a sub-committee 
appointed to deal with the question of the rehabilitation of the co- 
operative societies which were in a moribund condition. I find that 
nothing has been done with regard to that and the co-operative 
societies are still going on in that old fashion and people are being 
still oppressed for their arrears which were largely due to the very 
high rate of interest which the co-operative societies used to charge 
previously. It is only meet and proper that all these arrears should 
be written off as was the recommendation of the special committee, of 
which I happened to be a member, appointed last year. But nothing 
has been done in this direction. It is time for Government to consi- 
der whether the credit side of the Co-operative Department has »^not 
outlived the period of its utility and the sooner it is abolished the 
better. The rate of interest has now been substantially reduced 
by the Money-Lenders Act and therefore there is no necessity 
for the co-operative societies in order to keep down the rate of 
interest. Therefore, so far as the credit aide of the Co-opera- 
tive Department is concerned, there is no necessity for it any 
longer. Instead of the societies, it would be much better if tha 
Government take up the question of agricultural credit by establish- 
ing agricultural bank in every thana and giving out short term and 
intermediate loans through their own officers direct realising this 
same after the harvest time. That would be much better 
co-operative societies. Because if such loans are ^ven throng 
operative banks, the rate of interest will be naturally high .the 
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to pass througli a heirarchy of banks. So, it would be 
muob ' ^better if Government give out loans direct through their own 
officeiu. I have calculated and found that if 6 crores of rupees be 
secured by floating loan at or 4 per cent., Gbvernment can establish 
thana banks in every thana for giving out loans at per cent, to 
agriculturists without incurring more additional cost than what is 
incurred in running the Co-operative Department. . The margin of 
profit will be sufficient to meet the cost. 

Then, Si:ia I notice that some help has been proposed for land mort- 
gage banks. This is absolutely unnecessary, because Government 
cannot establish sufficiently large number of such banks. So, it is 
only playing with the problem to establish 5 or 7 such banks with an 
Aggregate capital of 10 or 12 lakhs only. The land mortgage bank 
has to deal with long term loans. In 1930 it was estimated by the 
Banking Enquiry Committee that the aggregate old debts' of the 
agriculturists was 100 crores and it must now be much higher than 
that figure — probably 200 crores. It is absurd to think of clearing off 
this huge debt by Government. Up to now Government have only 
paid 10 or lo lakhs and, as I have said, it is only playing with the 
problem. The allotment of money to the land mortgage banks is, 
therefore, absolutely unjustified. 

Then, Sir, some allotment has been made for the Debt Settlement 
Boards. This is all right and we appreciate it, as these boards are 
doing some useful work; but they could do much better work if they 
were given .summary’ powers of adjudication according to definite 
rules and ’if like the creditors of court of wards estates all the creditors 
could be compelled to apply for .settlement. Now, they are only 
haggling for amicable settlement, but in 80 per cent, of such cases 
amicable settlements fail. The boards are unable to settle debts 
unless there is amicable settlement. So, some more power should be 
given to the boards to compel the creditors to apply to the boards. 

I now turn to Agriculture which is our principal industry in this 
province and, as I have already observed, the grant under this bead 
has been substantially reduced. But even in this war time you should 
not neglect agriculture as it is the real wealth of the province. It 
would very useful in this critical time to increase the foodstuff. 
Provision of food is more needed during this war period than anything 
else. It will not only deal with the internal problem but it will also 
solve the outside food problem. In this connection, I may say that 
from the report of the Eloud Commission, it appears that there is a 
huge area of cultivable waste land in Bengal, about 37*25 lakhs 
acres. It is time that Government considers whether this land 
could not be reclaimed. I hope that something^ may be done to 
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Mclftiin thi« land and at least some experimmitdi schemes of ieclama> 
tion are prepared and given effect to. I have been pressing Oovem> 
ment for a long time for the reclamation of the land in the Bhati area of 
Mymensingh. An enquiry was made last year and it was found that 
agriculture had deteriorated tremendously in that area, so much so 
that nearly 3/4 of the aman lands had gone out of cultivation. The 
double crop area had decreased by nearly 90 per cent, and still nothing 
is being done by Government yet. Although it was the result of a 
Government enquiry, the Government has taken no action yet. I 
think, Sir, it is a heinous crime for the Government to kafow it and not 
to take any action to cure it, when it is curable. Sir, as regards jute 
restriction the allotment for which occurs under head “Agriculture," 
I find that the allotment is too much, monstrous I should say. I claim 
to have some expert knowledge regarding preparation of record. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to a Point of Order. The Leader 
of the Opposition is speaking without anybody taking notes, when 
unfortunately the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is absent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am taking 
notes for him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has taken 
the Chair’s permission. He has also tendered an apology to the House 
for being compelled to be absent for a time during discussion of the 
budget. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, this 
is a very important matter and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
should have been present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. In the meantime, he has made 
arrangements to take down notes on his behalf of the speeches that 
are delivered by members during his forced absence. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINr Sir, I do 
not find a stronger word for the allotment under this head than 
“monstrous", because, Sir, I find that for complete preparation of 
jute record the actual cost was 10 lakhs 49 thousand and odd in the 
year 1940-41 and the cost of jute restriction in that year was actually 
10 lakhs 88 thousand — the two taken together is 21 lakhs and odd, 
both for preparation and restriction ; but for the current year only for 
restriction the budget was 22 lakhs. The cost of preparation of record 
and regulation of jute crop in 1940-41 was 21 lakhs, whereas only for 
regulation next year the budget was 22 lakhs, and in the revised 
budget it was increased to 33 lakhs and now it has been fiurther 
increased to 34 lakhs. What is this? It is absurd on the face of it. 
The cost of preparation and regulation actually cost in one year only 
21 lakhs and the cost of relation for that year was only somatiiing 
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like 111 laltbe but now the cost of regruUtion alone is 34 lakhs. Of 
couiWj I realise that in the 3rear 1940-41 it takes account of the numths 
of J^uary, February and March only for regulation, and the cost to 
be incurred subsequent to that is not calculated in that year. But I 
soy, Sir, January, February and March are the months in which 
licences are issued and these are the busy time of the year; after that 
there is practically no work for the licensing department. At best, 
what Government could do is to retain the subordinate executive staff 
only — the Sub-Inspectors and the Inspectors of Jute Restriction 
Departments but not the licensing staff. If they could discharge job- 
workers alone, they could make enough saving. They have put down 
for job works 21 lakhs of rupees, but in the year 1941 it was only 
2 lakhs 50 thousand ; in the next year it was 5 lakhs 64 thousand. In 
place of 5 lakhs 64 thousand, it is now 21 lakhs. 1 would be prepared 
to give another 5 lakhs for the remaining period, for another three 
months, probably for in.spection and for finding out whether any jute- 
grower has grown jute in any plot aduch has not been licensed making 
a total of nearly 11 lakhs only. How couldlit be put down as 21 lakhs 
I do not understand ; it is monstrous, Sir. I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister who unfortunately is not here but I hope 
the Leader of the House will take note of this, jjis I want a reply on 
this point. 

Now, Sir, I have only a word or two about Communal harmony. 
No money is nece.ssary for communal harmony. What is necessary 
is a change of heart and I shall show how it can be done. Sir, we are 
told time and again that we, Muslims and Hindus, are brothers inhabit- 
ing the same land as neighbours and that we should not quarrel. We 
also reciprocate the idea but. Sir, it must be admitted that of the two 
brothers, though one is numerically stronger, he is far behind in 
education and wealth — one is invalid and the other is healthy. What 
would a sick brother expect of his healthy brother to do if the latter 
has any affection for him? It is expected that the healthy brother 
would forego his share of milk in favour of the sick brother and would 
wish his speedy recovery of health. But what would be the attitude 
of the sick brother if he finds that the healthy brother far from giving 
his share of milk to the sick brother, does not like the idea of the sick 
brother getting his own full share of milk and wishes that the sick 
brother should remain permanently invalid, so that he can never even 
think of claiming his share and may be satisfied with what the healthy 
brother chooses to give him. Sir, unless the Hindu community can 
learn to look at the communal question from the right angle of vision, 
no amount of preaching or propaganda would be of any help. They 
are educationally and financially far ahead of the Muslims. They can 
afford to be not only just but generous. Ldt them look upon the 
as their sick brothers just struggling to^ recover their health 



mn&m. . 


^ [ 24 ®* 

apd let them meet out the trealaueiit which a healthy Inother ehomld 
under such circumstances. But if instead, the Hindu community 
thinks that any demand from Moslems for their due share in the 
administration or in the loaves and fishes of the State is an attempt 
at encroachment on their vested interest and any mass ameliorative 
measure to protect the weak from the exploitation of the strong is a 
communal measure, there can possibly be no communal harmony. Sir, 
the Muslims were in slumber for over a century and have just been 
awakened and are showing signs of political consciousness. It is only 
natural that they should now claim their due share in everything and 
if their legitimate demand is branded as communalism, who is to be 
blamed for itP Let there be real brotherly treatment and the ghost 
of communalism will disappear in no time like mist. The Muslims 
should not also think that Hindus are merely exploiters as zemindars 
and mahajana. There should be brotherly feeling from both sides. 

As regards the Floud Commission, some steps could be taken to 
experiment with some of their recommendations. But nothing has 
been done, even, to see wiiat difficulties are to be surmounted. Some 
of the subsidiary recommendations of the Commission could at least be 
considered, such as land alienation and reduction of high rentals. 

Then, as regards suspension of the business of the High Court for 
Jumma prayer, I think this is an interference with the religious rights 
of the Moslems. The Chief Minister claims to be a good Mussulman 
and he can be satisfied with the present state of affairs. But we 
Moslems are not satisfied with mere concessions at request, but would 
like to see that we are given full freedom in the matter of obligatory 
religious duties. 

Sir, I have already said that the late Ministry had given definite 
understanding to spend the new taxes on nation-building departmeilts. 
That Ministry could not possibly divert the proceeds of the new taxes to 
meet the cost of departments not directly connected with the develop- 
ment of the country; but the present Ministry has actually done it. 
The Ministry may yet consider if in view of the pledge given by their 
predecessors, they cannot set apart the 35 lakhs which is estimated 
as the receipts of the new taxes, for economic uplift of the masses. I 
would appeal to them to muster up courage and to show their genius 
even at this stage. If they do not do so, the impression will gain 
ground in the countryside that they have no feelings for the masses. 
At this critical stage the country will not be satisfied with the mere 
idea of having intellectual giants or veteran politicians at the helm of 
affairs, but the country will judge them by their action. Jjet them 
show by their action that they have ideas and imagination : that they 
feel for the starviUg millions of Bengal and their appalling illiteracy. 
The days of tall talks 'and slogans must go and the age of real (mnstruo- 
tive work should dawn, if the masses are to be raised and the oounhry 
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is to |iif08i»r. It will ibe op to our Ministers to take the time by the 
forelpek end take full advantage of the war conditions for developing 
the ceimtry. Will they be prepared to do so? 

With these few words, I resume mj* seat. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister has attempted a smooth sailing and followed a 
path of least resistance in presenting this year’s budget. He has 
stopped us from putting forward any new and additional demand on 
the ground ^kat the budget had to be framed with a view to “nation- 
saving” instead of “nation-building”. The redeeming feature of the 
budget presented obviously is that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has not embarrassed his position as popular leader of Bengal by 
proposing to wipe out deficit by resorting to any new taxation. And 
j'et I may remind him of the fact that when new taxes were imposed 
in previous years, they were imposed with the express purpose of 
strengthening the “nation-building funds” at the disposal of the 
Provincial Government. How far that promise has been kept and 
fulfilled is a question to be answered by the authorities concerned. 
Upon the whole, it seems to me that the purpose of the budget is to 
maintain the status quo of administration. It is wise, sound and laud- 
able no doubt in face of the present war situation and great dangers 
ahead. But it cannot be said that in the budget no new and additional 
provisions have been made. 

Without dwelling on the budget as a whole, I will confine myself 
to certain observations concerning the vital interests of my community 
— I mean ■ the Buddhists of Bengal speaking different languages, 
representing different races and inhabiting difi'erent districts. I am 
painfully aware of the fact that I am to plead my <‘ase under a consti- 
tution in which number alone counts. But I am the spokesman of a 
minority community with a cultural heritage and an international 
importance not inferior to those of any other people or community. 
The Buddhists of Bengal are the living possessors of that heritage. 
They are the descendants of those great forefathers who were the 
founder's of several universities and colleges even in this province, who 
were tb^ disseminators of learning far and wide. 

In order to ensure a steady advancement of the community as a 
whole, I have been asking for a special provision of Bs. 20,000 only 
for the higher general and technical education of our students and tof 
their hostel facilities in Calcutta and Chittagong, the two great centres 
in Bengal where the Buddhist students come from different quarters 
for the study of different subjects. But I am so far denied even this 
paltry sum on the ground that there is no sufficient reason for it. 
Like John the Baptist, eating on locusts, I am crying in the wilder- 
ness. I take it that by sufficient reason or grpund is meant the 

10 . 
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number of voting strength in the two Houses. I may point out with 
confidence that the present Buddhist population is not less than other 
minority communities enjoying substantial and special grants for 
education. Similarly,’ there are special provisions for the Scheduled 
Caste, and even for a major community such as the Muslim. I do not 
grudge them nor will I grudge them so long as it concerns education. 

There are two Buddhist hostels, one in Calcutta and one in Chitta* 
gong. The small grant-in-aid received either from the University or 
from Government is eaten up by house rents and the Superintendent’s 
pay. But what 1 wanted and do want now is that the floor students 
themselves should derive the benefit, while under the present arrange- 
ment the Buddhist students are entitled to no concession at all. What 
is urgently needed is that provision should also be made for certain 
rent-free seats or seats at reduced rents for our students enabling a 
large number of them to reside in Calcutta and in the town of Chitta- 
gong. As regards the Chittagong hostel, I wanted it to be arranged 
in such a manner that both the college and sidiool students might 
equally take advantage of it. In other words, I want facilities and 
a real incentive to higher education. 

Given such opportunities, past results show that our students are 
capable of great achievements. For instance, one special State scholar- 
ship was awarded to one of our students in 1914 and his success served 
as an incentive to many others, and during the last 15 years eight 
students, 6 boys and 2 girls, have gone to England for general and 
technical education even without Government help. But since 1918 
no State scholarship has been granted to any of our students. The 
present India Act pledges sufficient safeguards for the interests of 
minorities. But does not the real advancement of the Buddhist 
minority depend very largely in its fitness to take a prominent part 
in all branches of administration and commercial and industrial 
activities of the country? How can our youths acquire this fitness 
unless they are given facilities for educational training? To deprive 
them of such facilities is to put an eternal bar to their progress. I 
believe that an annual provision of so modest a sum as Rs. 20,000 only 
may suffice for the present to ensure educational advancement of my 
community. 

I have expressed on occasions more than once our gratitude to 
^Government for the budget grant of Rs.'^,900 only for the Pali tdU. 
There were hardly any Pali tdls worth the name before this grant was 
made. But with this incentive from Government we have a number 
of Pali tdls functioning in different parts of Bengal. One regrettable 
fact is that in spite of the growing number of Pali tdls the amount 
provided for in the budget was not fully spent last year, while in the 
year before last when the number of .such tdls was less, there was no 
surplus left. ♦ 
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lITith regard to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, I am sorry I have to 
obsei^ that the budget estimates of the cost of education are growing 
less year after year. In order to help the Buddhist dwellers of 
Chittagong Hill Tracts there should be founded as many industrial 
and agricultural schools along with the primary schools. The same 
remark applies equally to the Arakanee settlers of Cox’s Basar sub> 
division and of Ehepupara in the Bakarganj district and to the 
Himalayan Buddhists of the district of Darjeeling. 

In connection with my memorandum to the OoTernment of Bengal 
I submitted a detailed scheme of utilization of the amount to be 
provided for in the budget. But unfortunately no favourable response 
thereto has so far been received. If the popular Ministers were satis- 
fied that there was sufficient reason for making provision for Buddhist 
theological education, why should there not be sufficient reason also 
for due provisions for their secular education and training? I plead 
the cause of education because after careful consideration I find that 
there is no better way of helping my community towards progress. 
I neefl not dwell upon the value of education which is better known 
to a great educationist such as the present Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
If it is too late now to do anything special for Buddhist higher educa- 
tion in the pre.Hent budget. I sincerely hope that due provisions will 
be made therefor in' the supplementary or revised budget. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for the presentation (*f his budget as best as he could 
within the short time of his career as the Finance Minister of this 
province.. But congratulation does not mean that the Hon’ble Minister 
should go without criticism. However. Sir. leaving aside that (Titi- 
cism for the moment I wish to raise an important point concerning 
this House as well us the other. My honourable friend Professor 
Humayun Kabir has already referred to that. My repetition shows 
that how strongly we feel on this point. The point is that though 
the departments of the Legislature have been separated from the 
Secretariat Departments yet in the name of constitutional difficulties 
our departments have been placed \inder the control of the Home 
(Constitution and Elections) Department of the Secretariat. Does the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister like that our departments should approach 
the Home Department even for a piece of paper or for a pin? Is it 
not possible to establish a convention on the analogy of the Legislature 
Departments of the United Kingdom? Mr. Speaker of the House of 
Commons and the Lord President of the House of Lords prepare their 
own budget and by convention are not expected to be subordinate to 
any department of any Minister of the British Cabinet. Their deci- 
sions are more or less final and the decisions are forwarded to the 
Finance Department merely for concurrence. In other words, the 
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Hiaisters stand in the position of post ofSce in relation to the Leg^sla- 
tnre Departments of the United Kingdom, whereas the Home Depart> 
Blent acts as the Intelligence Branch over the heads of the depart- 
ments of the Bengal Legislature. As the question of economy, 
independence and retrenchment is involved in this issue, I would 
request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to go through this matter and 
find out whether he can place the departments of the Legislature on 
an independent footing like those of the United Kingdom. 

I would now earnestly request the Honourable Leader of the House 
io take note of the submission I have now to make before *this House. 
8ir, I have already submitted before this House that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister should not go without honest criticism. It is my 
duty to tell him in most clear and distinct terms that our expectations 
have fallen far short of the realities as we notice in the budget esti- 
mate of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, the learned Dr. Syamaprasad 
llookerjee. 

Dr. Mookerjee must realize that he is not only an important member 
of the Cabinet of this province but occupies to-day an exalted position 
in an organization outside. Therefore the Ministry consisting of more 
than a quarter of a dozen of Hindu Ministers is undoubtedly aware of 
the economic, social and educational condition of half of the members 
of that society constitutionally termed as Scheduled Castes. Am I to 
tell the Ministry ‘ that the Scheduled Castes are living in complete 
ignorance, without the knowledge of the bom right of humanity I 
am I to point out that for want of education they are unable to under- 
stand the civic and political issues submitted to their judgment? Is 
it not the duty, the bounden duty of every civilized Government to 
educate their masters but where is the money? Where is sufficient 
money provided in this budget estimate? Sir, by an agreement 
between the Scheduled Castes and the remainder of Hindus the provi- 
sion for setting apart a substantial amount of the provincial revenues 
for the educational advancement of the members of the Scheduled 
Castes finds a place in that historic solemn agreement popularly kno'qu 
as the Poona Pact. The cause of our education used to receive support 
and encouragement of some of the new Hon’ble Ministers at a time 
when they adhrned the benches of the Opposition. The creation of 
a special fund for the Scheduled Castes immediately following a no- 
confidence motion against the old Ministry was the result indirectly 
i^chieved by the then members of the Opposition. Look at the proceed- 
ings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and if the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House wants a copy I may supply him and find out who were 
bewildered with joy at the first defeat of ' the last Ministry on the 
occasion of passing a resolution with the votes of the Opposition Groups 
to provide a sum of 9 lakhs fot the spread of education amongst the 
Scheduled Castes. All theee things happened at a time when the 
members of the Opposition did not occupy the Ti^easuiy Benches and 
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maj| I ask* the Hon’ble Dr. Hooker jee who is the Finance MinistM', 
wh^ is the money now? Since the introduction of ProTinoial 
Au^nomy the Hindus have for the first time now accepted respdn« 
sibility on their shoulders to carry on the administration of tho 
province and they have been put to a critical test I should say. 
Let not the support of the past few years witnessed by a cry of suspen- 
sion of the constitution be understood as placating the members of the 
Scheduled Castes in order to capture the Ministry. Sir, there is 
another matter equally important which I would very much like to 
submit to you. I shall fajl in my duty if I do not refer to the utterly 
inadequate representation of the Scheduled Castes in the Cabinet and 
1 submit, Sir, that any disregard or neglect of their legitimate claims, 
especially at a time when the Hindus are in power, might lead to a 
feeling of distrust between the Scheduled Castes and the remainder 
of the Hindus. We have been painfully struck by the attitude of 
some Hindu leaders towards this community, which may be compared 
to that of the British politician towards the question of India’s 
independence. Even the late Ministry consisting of what they described 
as reactionary forces of the country, led by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq who is even now our Chief Minister, provided for better 
Scheduled Castes’ representation in the Cabinet in 1937 than what 
the progressive elements composing the present Cabinet have found it 
possible now. Sir, most of the members of the S<’heduled Castes of 
thi- Legislature shared their joy and sorrow during the past few years 
and only with their help the present Ministry has come into power. 

The Scheduled Castes are more united in 1942 than they were in 
the year 1937. However, Sir, in all fairness to that great leader 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, I must submit that this injustice would not 
perhaps have been perpetrated had he been allowed to remain outside 
as a free citizen. Injustices have no doubt been perpetrated but let 
not these be perpehiated any more, let not the feeling of distrust 
between the Hindus and the Scheduled Castes be deeprooted ; let not 
9 precedent be created that our rights and interests cannot be safe- 
guarded without statutory provision. Let not this bear an example 
of fairness to all communities con<*erned as loudly proclaimed by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the floor of this House. 

Sir, with your permission, I like now to take up a subject of 
great complexity and difficulty and that is the question of creating a 
peaceful atmosphere between the communities. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has the greatest support in restoring amity and under- 
standing, peace and harmony between the two great communities. 
But, Sir, in order to establish communal harmony mere words of 
sympathy will not do. No amount of whitewashing, no amount of Up- 
deep sympathy, no amount of surface unity can ever bring prosperity 
and happiness in this land. I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
in all seriousness if ‘he has ever looked to his ok*n domestic problem. 



ISI BUDGET DISCUSSION. ^24tk Feb., 

The banishment of mutual distrust and suspicion from this unhappy 
land of ours, entirely depend on the solution of economic and political 
i.ssues with a broad and impartial outlook followed by practical actions. 

Sir, the remedies lie in not keeping these issues in the background 
for the time being as the Hon’ble and learned Doctor is led to l^lieve, 
but in looking to the realities of the situation and facing the facts as 
they are. Sir, I put it to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether 
he is aware of the fact that an organisation outside is making an 
attempt for the political abolition of the caste system while* the Hindu 
society is not quite free from its traditional* severity. Does he believe 
that it is possible to establish a brotherly feeling by such an attempt? 

Mri KADER BAK8H: Mr. President, Sir, frankly speaking, I had 
no intention to take part in the debate. In fact, I had not the least 
idea of taking part in it. But 1 have now been prompted by some 
considerations to take part in this debate and the reasons therefor are 
these: We know well and you. Sir, know as well that this House 

has not the least power to control and shape the destiny of the budget 
or to alter the course of the budget in any way. So. we cannot feel 
encouraged to take any serious part in a debate like this. It is only 
an academic discussion. Now. Sir, I have been in this House for the 
last 5 years. During the earlier years, 1 used to take part in the 
budget discussion and the suggestions given by me and other honour- 
able members w’ere never heeded by the Government. So, it is needless 
to spend breath over this matter. This is the first considerati«»n. The 
second consideration is that in spite of the directions given by the Chair 
on several (wcasions in the past, the Hon’ble Ministers concerned are 
sometimes not present in the House to listen to our remarks. 

I w’ould therefore make an humble reciuest to the Ministers to be 
present when an important discussion such as the budget discussion 
is taking place in this House, although our past requests have all gone 
unheeded. Now, Sir, my learned friend Mr. Amulya Dhone Roy ha*k 
made a passionate appeal to the Finance Minister regarding safe- 
guarding the interests of his own community ; but. Sir, on whose ears 
have those words fallen? We have seen that the Finance Minister has 
been absent since the time Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain began to speak, and we have been^ assured by you. Sir, that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Karim has been taking down notes. But I find 
that only two Hon’ble Ministers are present and none of them has been 
taking notes. He or they both might be taking notes mentally. 
However, Sir, I do not want to discuss the question as to whether any 
Minister is taking notes on the Finance Minister’s behalf or not. What 
I submit is that the absence of the Minister chiefly concerned to-day 
is most unreasonable ^aud insulting to the House, inasmuch as we are 
obliged to make our suggestions in his absence. Another consideration* 
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for I did not at first like to take part in the discussion of tho 

budget is that the Finance Minister has taken shelter behind the plea 
of a nation-saving budget and that he had no time to go through 
the factors that make a budget since he was in office only for two 
months. Now, Sir, as it is war-time, he should have taken war-time 
precautions 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As regards the honourable 
member’s observation regarding the absence of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, I have already explained to the House that the 
Finance Minister had my permission for being absent, his presence 
being required at Government House on some urgent work of State, 
but I expected him to come hack early. If he does not come hack 
within 5 minutes, I shall be painfully obliged to stop all discussions 
to-day. I see only two Hon’ble Ministers at present in the Chamber. I 
have also n(»ticed that there are other Hon’ble Ministers who have not 
attended any meeting since the Budget Session commenced. The 
Chair feels along with the honourable members of this House that this 
is unfair to the House. Budget discussions lose all importance if the 
Ministry continues to act in this wav. 


Mr. KADER BAK8H: I am painfully aware that the Honourable 
Leader of the Hou.se more than once mentiimed that he was taking 
notes but I did not ever see him taking notes for the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, and all tlial we have .said in this Hou.se have fallen on 
unfeeling and “unhearing” ears. 1 may repeat with your permission. 
Sir, that the Finance Minister has taken shelter under the plea that 
it is war-time and that, moreover, he could not go through all the 
fact<*rs which have to be taken into consideration in preparing a budget 
because he has only been two months in ministerial office just then. 
Be that as it may. Sir. I think, that, being a highly-educated man, a 
gjeat leader, the Ilon’ble Finance Minister should not have taken 
shelter under the plea of want of time, etc. However, Sir, I shall 
not pursue this point ajiy further but come directly to the budget 
itself. 

1 find that a provision of rupees four crores has been made for the 
uation-.saving department. Out of this two crores will go for the 
payment of salaries to the A. R. P. officers. I, therefore, beg to submit 
that if 50 per cent, of this provision goes to meet the salaries of the 
officers then it is a most unsatisfactory arrangement. Then, some 
amounts of 15 lakhs, 2 lakhs and 3 lakhs for saving the lives of the 
people of Calcutta have been provided. It is most unfortunate. Now, 
Sir, everybody in this House must have read the newspaper statement ; 
it says that there is every possibility of air attack on Chittagong, 
Sprajganj, Comilla, Hill Tracts and right up to* Assam. But I am 
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sorry to find tbat no provision has been made for these places. Why? 
I pause for a reply. Calcutta is not the only place where the 
a.ctivitie8 of the Government should be concentrated. The lives of the 
people of these places are also valuable and arrangement should have 
been made in these places as these places are in equally danger zone. 
Provision for saving the lives of the people is the first concern and 
arrangement should be made for this. Every member of different 
groups, whether Muslim League, Independent Group, New Coalition 
Group or Government Group, — I for myself may say that I do not 
belong to any group, I am unattached to any group, but I am not 
untouchable, have spoken on this subject. My friend Mr. Humayun 
Kabir has shown by giving practical example how reduction might be 
effected under several heads without any difficulty. But I can assure 
him that, such things will go unheeded. He thinks perhaps that now 
that he has gone to the Government side his suggestions would be 
heeded. But I doubt about it. 

Then, Sir, with regard to another matter — I mean the contour, 
survey of North Bengal — I may say that this irrigation plan was taken 
up two years ago by the then Ministry. But nothing has been done 
materially. No scheme for tank improvement has been made in 
Dinajpur though tanks are more numerous here than in any part of 
the province. There are tanks in this district 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I now adjourn the House for 
15 minutes and if after that 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu entered the 
Council Chamber.) 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, may I make a 
submission before j^ou adjourn the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes. 

Th« Hon'bifl Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: What I am sub- 
mitting is this : the Hon’ble Finance Minister had decided to stay in 
the Chamber till the very end of to-day’s sitting; but certain important 
question has arisen with regard to State matter which required imme- 
diate consultation with higher authorities and that is the reason why 
he and the Hon’ble Chief Minister have left. But before I left the 
Chamber I took your permission that I might be allowed to leave and 
do some very urgent work in connection with the civil defence of the 
province. If I knew that the Hon’ble Finance Minister left at a parti- 
cular point ()f time I would certainly have come and attended the 
House. In the circumstances if there is no difficulty in carrying on 
the proceedings of the House I would request that the proceedings may 
continue. * 
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PRESIDENT: As I liaye said, I can quite realise the absence 
of oftriiton Ministers and even of the Chief Minister or the Finance 
Minister on some unavoidable business. I have also explained 
that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister at the time of leaving the 
Chamber <to>day was good enough to mention to me that he was required 
elsewhere urgently. But it is also my duty to see that other Ministera 
are present, because at one stage I found that only one Minister who 
belongs to this House was present in the House when important matters 
about Agriculture and other important subjects were being dis- 
cussed by fhe Leader of the Opposition. As I have said, I do not 
agree with the view that those Ministers who do not belong to this 
House may make themselves absent on such important occasions. They 
are given the right to participate in the proceedings of this House 
with a specific purpose. As I have said, I shall now adjourn the 
House for 15 minutes. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister is already 
absent for more than half an hour and without proceeding further in 
his absence let me adjourn the House for 15 minutes and see if he 
comes back by that time. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes. 


. (After adjournment.) 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I am very glad, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
President took the right step and now that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is present we would be able to speak and make our submissiona 
before his very person. 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I think. Sir,, 
an apology is due from me to the House. The Chief Minister and 
myself were urgently summoned to Government Hou.se and as I did not 
wish to interrupt the honourable member who was then on his legs 
I^mentioned the matter to the Hon’ble President and I obtained his 
permission to go. 1 am fully aware of the fact that the Finance 
Minister should be here when the general discussion of the budget is 
going on and I hope, Sir, the House will accept this explanation which 
I am offering. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I must thank the Ilon’ble Finance Minister 
for w’hat he has said just now by way of explanation or something like 
that. Now, Sir, as I have submitted, the members occupying the 
Opposition Benches expect that the Hon’ble Ministers would be present 
and would hear their grievances, because their grievances are seldom 
heard and redressed. 

Now, Sir, the two pleas that have been given by the Hon’ble the* 
Finance Minister as I mentioned a few minutes *ago, are firstly that 
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he cou?d not go through the budget, could not get time to |fo through 
and frame a very good budget and secondly that the war situation 
presented itself and therefore I did not like to criticise the budget 
when he has taken these two pleas. But I cannot help mentioning 
one or two things. He said that the commitments of the lastr Ministry 
were both good and bad and they had to be attended to. I cannot 
understand what he means thereby. He has been very vague on that 
point; not definite. What was bad in the last budget? What was 
bad in the last commitment? What was the commitment that was bad 
he should have been bold enough to tell us. What is hart he has not 
given us. Anything bad must certainly be rejected without any 
consideration because it cannot be made good. So he should have been 
bold enough to reject the commitments that were made by the last 
Ministry if they were bad. Then again, Sir, coming to the next point, 
there he has given us the idea that there will be no famine and no 
distress; that there will be no riot during the next year. He has 
said that a great toll on the exchequer of the province was taken last 
year, for cyclone, famines, etc. About Rs. 70 lakhs were spent and he 
has provided only Rs. lakhs for famines and nothing for riot. Well, 
Sir, a greater riot is being expected — I mean the war is at our doors 
and Burma and Assam are in the danger of seeing the riot, an un- 
precedented riot in the history of the world, very soon. He should be 
prepared to make more provision for that riot and not for communal 
riot. But he has anticipated that riot and has described it in very bold 
letters and in bold language in the budget. Sir, famine has become 
an everyday occurrence in Bengal for which Rs. 2A lakhs is meagre. 
There is no danger of any riot in rural areas. The riot take^ its seeds 
in urban areas, in towns and why? It is not because of the jealousies 
between brothers that riot exists in towns it is because of the desire 
of cheap leadership. These are strange but true. We people, Sir, 
foment these things in the town to achieve our selfish ends and exploit 
the unfeeling masses, the poor villagers. We do create, foment and 
allow the riots to continue. Now to quell the riot, — ^to bring ab(uit 
communal harmony — the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has made a 
provision of Rs. 1 lakh. I do not know, Sir, whether Rs^ 100 crore 
will be sufficient to do this. I think we cannot stop these things unless 
the so-called leaders are stopped from fomenting these riots. I appeal 
in all earnestness to the leaders of both communities here in the 
Ministry to take steps with a very strong hand to stop these so-called 
leaders in the mofussil areas who are by nature bad people. 

Sir, I do not know what will be the items of expenditure on which 
this sum of Rs. 1 lakh is going to be spent — ^whether it is going to be 
spent on pamphlets publishing headlines which will be of no good to 
the people. I may suggest one thing in all humility and that is that 
nil prominent men 'from mofussil may be called in a conference to 
devise ways and means as to how to achieve amity between these two 
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comn^i^ities. If that is not done a provision of Rs. 100 crore even 
will not be of any good to us. They are busy with Calcutta and with 
places thereabouts. 

I will again appeal to the Finance Minister in all humility and 
with all tbe earuestnes.s that I can command that they will be good 
enough to look at those places which though they are far far away 
from us, are not as far away as the Himalayas. 


Rti Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I must 
confess at the very outset that it is really a very difficult task on my 
part as also it has been on the part of .some other honourable members 
of both the Houses to criticise the budget that has been presented by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. The present Ministry has just stepped 
in, inheriting all the omissions and commissions of the last Ministry. 
The circumstances in which the budget has been presented are as the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has frankly said “without parallel in the 
history of our country*’. A most deva.stating war the ])arallel of whish 
the world has perhaps never seen is knocking at our doors. Our very 
hearth and home are in danger of being ruined, our men massacred, 
our children and women are in danger of being crushed, and the fair 
face of our great c(»untry turned to a piece of “scorched earth” out of 
existence. Can we then reasonably in the face of these imminent 
danger expect anything better than a war budget? Is it the proper 
time to look to the improvement of the nation-building de])artmeuts? 
Certainly we cannot expect the present Ministry situated as it is in 
such extraordinary circumstances to rectify the mistake of the past and 
to effect real improvement in their dej)artments in spite of the fact 
that these improvements are the cemstant dreams of their lives. 

But we should also at the same time h»ok at the other side of the 
shield. In order to be perfectly fair to the interest of the country, 
specially to that of the constituemy I represent and alane all to be 
tnie to ray conscience, I mu.st say something about the details of the 
budget and must venture to give some suggestions with a request to 
the Hon’bl^Minister to take noti<’e of them. 

The budget is on the whole rather not inspiring from various 
points of view. The Hon’ble Finance Minister is also quite aware 
of it but he is rather helpless. So we don’t like to dilate much on 
this matter but we pass on to make some remarks on some of the 
prominent items of the budget. 

First, let me take up the propo.sal for expenditure over Rs. 4 crores 
on civil defence. It should of course be a principal item in^war 
emergency. But it must be noticed by the Government that the 
expenses are properly and reasonably made and not a single farthing 
is misused. Moreover, Government’s attention should not be only 
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concentrated on the city of Calcutta but would be directed to, all otiier 
parts of Bengal specially to those parts that have been declared to be 
within emergency area No. 1. With the fall of Singapore, the whole of 
the Bay of Bengal is now open to the enemy and they are at liberty 
to launch their attacks simultaneously on several parts pf Bengal. 
So all these parts of our country should get suitable share of the 
money. As regards tlie emergency areas within class 1, I shall here 
only speak of Asansol and its neighbourhood because I represent that 
area in this House. The civil defence measures that have been taken 
up here by the A. B. P. authorities consist of partial black-out at 
night, digging of some slit trenches on both sides of the Grand Trunk 
Road, and the construction of baffle walls in Government buildings. 
Besides these, we do not notice in this area any other preventive 
measures adopted. For instance there have been made no arrange- 
ments for alternative sources of drinking water, for providing A. R. P. 
shelters to those persons who might be rendered homeless by air 
attacks. Then again, there are some public institutions which also 
badly require some Government help for adopting A. R. P. measures. 
I must here mention the name of a public institution with which I 
am very closely connected. I speak of the only Girls’ High English 
School, in the town — the Umarani Gorai Mohila Kalyan Girls’ School. 
The school owes its present position to a very humble beginning 
and how through various difficulties both pecuniary and otherwise, 
the school has now turned to its present condition has been recognised 
by the University for Matriculation Examination and has also been 
fortunate to secure some Government aid. But the financial condition 
of the school is not yet quite satisfactory and it can somehow meet its 
expenses. * 

In spite of the fact that the area has been declared an emergency 
area of class 1, there is almost normal attendance of girls. Under 
the instructions of the University the school is adopting A. R. P. 
measures. Baffle walls have been constructed but there are many 
things still left to be done. The school requires at least Rs, 1,*000 
to complete these measures and it can ill-afford to meet these expenses 
and probably at least for its inability to meet these expensqp, the school 
will have to be closed, though there is almost normal attendance of 
girl students to the school. May I therefore beg to draw the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister’s attention specially to the poor institution of my 
area. Both the Hon’ble Minister for Education and the Hon’blo 
Finance Minister are very keen about the education of the country — 
.especially female education. So my request to them is that in dis- 
bursing the funds for A. R. P. measures, they will kindly see that 
suitable monetary aid is immediately granted to this poor institution. 
I V^uld also like to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s notice to the imme- 
diate Akdoption of other essentially necessary measures in connection 
A/ lEt. P. at' Asanibl and its neighbourhood— measures almmt 
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similiii ;to those that are behig adopted by the OoTemment in Calcutta 
becai:^ both belong to the same class and are similarly open to attacks. 

Secondly, regarding the provision of one lakh for the promotion of 
communal harmony, I must congratulate the Government for it. 
Communal discord has for some time been marring the fair face of 
Bengal and the most shameful and disquieting news that we almost 
daily get from the newspapers overwhelm us all with a sense of despair 
and sorrow. But on the background of such gloom and despair there 
have arisen the present Ministry — an embodiment of Hindu-Muslim 
unity — like ^he glittering rays of the first rising sun, heralding 
the dawn of a new epoch of unity, love and pro8perit3’ in Bengal. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, our Premier and veteran countryman, 
and the Hon’ble Dr. Sh^-amaprasad Mookerjee, the distinguished son 
of a distinguished father, are by their union going to be the precursors 
of a new era not only in Bengal but also in India and we almost fervent- 
ly hope that communal strife that had so deeply' blackened the face of 
our country during the last ministerial regime, will soon disappear at 
the earnest effort and zeal of the above two distinguished sons of 
India. So I think the Legislature will certainly approve of this 
special provision of one lakh of rupees for bettering communal 
relationship in Bengal. But at the same time 1 must also acquaint 
the Government with the suspicion that lurks in the mind of some 
people that in the guise of promotion of communal harmony the sum 
will be actually spent for party propaganda. I can howeve* safely 
assure those people that they will soon find that their suspicion is base- 
less and ill-founded and every farthing of this sum has been utilised 
for the best interest of the countrj\ 

Thirdly, regard the yield of the operation of the Sales Tax Act, 
it was previously told to the House that it would be utilised for the 
inijirovement of the nation-building departments. But now it appears 
that the income from the operation of this Act is going to be utilised 
for the purposes of ordinary administrative work of the Government. 
May we not hope that the Government would try its best to earmark 
this income for the purposes for which it was originally proposed to 
impose P 

Lastly, Sir, on the item of expenses for general administration, 
the Government have ample scope for further retrenchments, thereby 
.saving a good amount which may be more profitably devoted for the 
improvements of cottage industries, and nation-building departments. 
Some of the members of the present Ministry have very often spoken 
of the top-heavy administration of this province. May we not fairl;^ 
expect of the present Ministry to do something in this direction to 
cut down these expenses as far as possible without injuring the 
administrative machinery? The Government should also remember 
one class of people of Bengal — a major part of its intelligent4ia‘~~‘pi(ople 
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who have been always taken and will alw|iys take the foremost part ia 
the erection of the future generation of this Council — I mean the 
teachers of Bengal, specially the teachers of the emergency area of 
class 1, who have been or will be suddenly thrown out of employment 
from this department services without any remuneration whatsoever 
May we not hope that^ the present Ministry by curtailing expenses in 
other directions, should set apart a sum for the help' of this section 
of the intelligentsia of Bengal P 

Sir, 1 :^ave taken rather a long time and I will not disturb the 
patience q| the House any longer. But before I conclude and resume 
my seat, one thing I must say. It is indeed a great relief to us all 
that even in the face of such a heavy deficit, the Government has not 
taken recourse to fresh taxation for that would have been an addi- 
tional burden upon the already over-burdened people of Bengal. 

In conclusion I must say something about the personnel of the 
present Ministry and in this matter I hope I am only voicing the 
feeling of the general public. The present Ministry consists of some 
of the most distinguished sons of Bengal — indeed such a combination 
of the finest fruits of the University and the leaders of the so-long 
opposite camps, is rare in the annals of India, and Bengal is justly 
proud of t|i^m and expects much from them in the matter of promoting 
communal harmony and facilitating all-sided improvements in the 
country. The fact that there is absolutely no such trenchafit criti- 
cism of the Government from the side opposite, proves that the Legis- 
lature, and behind them the people of Bengal, have full faith in the 
Government. 

With these few words, Sir, and with a repeated request to the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister to take note of the above suggestions, 
I beg your leave to resume my seat. ’ 

i ¥ • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council stands adjourned till .2-45 p.m. 
to-morrow. 

AdJoumnMnt. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p;m. on Wednesday, the 25th 
February, 1942. 
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1?]ie following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
24tfi February, 1942: — / '* 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. * 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. B. C. Dutta. ‘ 

(5) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(6) Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Ehwaja Muhammad Esmai). 

(8) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(9) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(10) Khan Bahadur M(diammad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Maulana Mohammad Akram Khan. 

(12) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(13) Sir T. Lamb. 

(14) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(15) Mr. Xaresh Nath Mookerji. 

(16) Dr. B. K. Mookerji. 

(17) Mr. R. Paul Chowdhury. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(19) Mr. .T. B. Ross. 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(22) Raj4 Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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MINISTER in Oharyt of thi NOME ind PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS CthoAfon’blt Mr. A. K. Pailul Hii0 ! Partioi^rs on the ICth 
l>eoeinbe!r,'V19il; ^ ' ^ " 


(o) 2,811. 

(S) 2,^18 against Muslims; 493 against Hindus. 

{c) 17 Muslims and 14 Hindus have been convicted. 

12 Muslims and .65 Hindus havel^en acquitted or discharged so far. 

{d) Se^en otses against Muslims and 2 cases againstoHindus have 
been withdrawn. 

(/) .,^iae \inder the orders of the District authorities on different 
grounds. 

*• 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Ministry is considering to withdraw the cases not tried up to this 
time for the sake of establishing communal harmony in Bengal? 


Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That question is being 
considered. 


Conviotion of Mr. Koilwb Cbomlro Sockor.* 

4. Mr. HUMAVXIN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be .pleased to statei^ 

if he is awure that Mr. Kailash Chandra Sarkar, Secretary, 
Madaripur Krishak Praja Samitif was convicted under the 
Defence' of India Buies for participating in the demonstra- 
ti<m it^eld on the 28th February, 1941, in connection with the 
**Jute Day” declared by the Nikl^^l Banga Brishak Praja 
Samiti to protest against the jute policy of the then Oabihet; 
and 

(6) if it is the intention of the present Ministry to ooutHiue the 
policy of the last Government of using the Defence of India 
Buies for preventing legitimate criticism of the legislative 
measures of the Government P 


Tht Hon’Cla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) He was convicted and' 
sentenced for an offence under rule 56(4) in reiQ>ect of holdi^^g and 
taking part in a procession and a meeting at which he delivered n speech. 
The meeting was ostensibly to protei^ against the jute regulation policy 
of Government, but was oonsiderep to be objectionable by the loca]^ 


officers. 
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*pol^03r ^ Intimate mticiam of legislative pnmsi<«s.. 


HimAYUN KABIRs Is tke Hon’ble Minister aware that hib 
eenteiice has been modified on appeal to the District Judge’s court P 


TIm Moil’Mi Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I am told that his 
sentence of imprisonment has been set aside and the accused has moved 
the High Court for a revision of the sentence. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hou’ble Minister now consider 
the desirability of not contesting his appeal in the High Court, since 
the policy of the Qovernment has now changed ? 

Tilt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a consideration of the 

facts of the case, I am prepared to accept the suggestion of my friend 
and not contest the motion for revision of the sentence by the High 
Court. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thanks. 

General Diseiieeion tw Budget 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: The House w.^1 now resume the general dis- 
cussion of fhe budget. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 
yesterday at the time of the budget discussion most of the Ministers were 
not present in this House when I made certain comments regarding 
some departments some of which were very important. We have 
no right to comment after the Finance Minister has replied to the 
budget discussion as in the case of the Lower House where there is 
voting on grants. This is the only occasion when we expect to hear 
lAiat the other Ministers have g^ot to say regarding these comments. 
Of course, the Finance Minister is the Minister in charge of the budget 
but ha charge of the different departments, and so it is neither 

possible, nor is he competent to give reply to the comments made by' 
us in this House regarding other departments. 1 would, therefore, ask* 
your ruling, jSir, on the point as to whether other Ministers should 
not also make statements regarding the comments that are4nade in 
connection with the budget discussion. m 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair agrees with the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the Opposition that if any suggestion is made with regard to the 
other departments, the Ministels in charge of thoee departments also 
should reply to those points. That would be veiy convenient. 
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Mr. titllliH OMAMOIIA ON AKRAVlAft s Mr. Sir, 

I met a friend of mine tlte other day and he deacrihed td me Oie Upper 
House as a House of Regrets. Here there are two parties, one is the 
Ministerial Party and the other party of the ordinary niembers, and 
what we are doing is only to express our regret for something done or 
not done. So far as our position is concerned, we have always insisted, 

the Deputy President pointed out the other day, that some of the 
;member8 of this House should be taken in the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. Unless we are on the Committee of Public Accounts, we can 
not get any insight into or any inside knowledge of the working of the 
departments of Government. We at present do not see any scheme. 
We have no material on which a scheme is put forward by Government ; 
we simply get the beautifully-bound red and green books which contain 
a lot of materials but we do not know the real connection between the 
schemes and how they are interlinked. Moreover, the departments that 
are working under this btfdget are vast in number. Unless we come 
in touch with the Ministers in charge and the Heads of Departments 
who are responsible for the formulation of the schemes, it will be quite 
impossible for us to understand the budget and to be in anyway useful 
in this direction. We all know that wa have got no power to vote 
upon demands for grants and that is a great disability on our part. 
Naturally, that is why our suggestions and observations do not receive 
the attention from Government that we expect. And we feel so much 
on this point. Sir, that I should like to make it clear to the House 
through you, and I also appeal to my friends here that unless some 
of the members of this House are taken on the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, henceforth we would refuse to participate in the discussion, on 
the budget. (The Hon’ble Dr. STAM.iFRASAD MooKEgjEE: That will 
be another retreat!) 

My next point is with regard to administrative expenses. As my 
friend Mr. Humayun Eabir pointed out, there is a tendency to increase 
these expenses from year to year. It is, of course, true that the more 
of nation-building work we take up, the more money will be sequirdd. 
But, Sir, have we really done any nation-building so farP Instead 
of nation-building we have perhaps built our own Ministry or probably 
pur own building; instead of rehabilitating our national finances, we 
*have perhaps built up our own finances; and instead of improving the 
conditiqp of the nation we have perhaps improved our own. 

Sir, 'a good deal of searching of heart is necessary and I say this to 
the Government as well as to the present Opposition members who until 
recently formed the Government of this province. I must also address 
a word to the present Ministry who have undertaken the responsibility 
of office — and most of whom had hithfrto formed the Opposition — ^that 
the time has come for giving a proof o| their mettle as their action will 
be judged before thb bar of publicyopiiiion. 
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is as a ma^r ol course a uatiomai Hiiii^ry; Imi to 
beo|ti|B truly national it must be inspired and sanctified by tbe idea of 
sata|ifiee end denial of self. The Hen’ble Ministers are more avim 
of toe fact than myself what a grave danger is staring us in tbe face,--* 
I mean tbe J apanese menace. In sucb a time as tbis, can we not ucpect, 
now tbat botb tbe Provincial and Central Exchequer is bard pressed 
for finance, tbat tbe Ministry and its adherents and supporters should be 
satisfied with tbe minimum amount for their emoluments as recom- 
mended by the Praja Party and the Congress? It is expected that tbe’^ 
Hon’ble Miliisters should set an example to others by accepting tbe 
minimum. It is well known that the Japanese who have been showing 
great industrial and at the present moment undoubted military efficiency 
allow only Rs. 500 to their Premier. The Hon’ble Ministers are the 
leaders of the people and I fervently hope that they will rise above 
petty personal considerations of salary and bring round their party 
adherents to their way of thinking and thus justify the support they 
have received. In Australia, 1 hear that all-round retrenchment has 
been effected. Why do not our Ministers prevail upon the officials to 
agree to a voluntary cut and augment the resources of the Government 
to strengthening the nation-saving items? 


Then, Sir, as regards the utility of the Debt, Settlement Boards 
which have already and are still absorbing more and more money of 
the Bengal Exchequer, I may say it is doubtful, and on the floor of 
this House many honourable members, who have personal knowledge 
of their workings raised various notes of protest. I would request the 
Ministry to go into the matter more carefully and if there is the least 
element of suspicion, I would think that the amount under this head 
may be diverted ^’towards the formation and stabilisation of land-mort- 
gage banks. Some Act may be passed to wipe off the rural indebted- 
ness, which have become for the peasants unbearable and chronic. 

There is, however, one problem which is the problem of problems 
ov«r-shadowing every other matter. That is self-protection. A human 
being must live first before he can do anything else. This important 
and all-engrossing problem has been beautifully solved by our British 
masters completely stripping us of all kinds of offensive weapons and 
making indiscriminate arrests of persons holding progressive views^ # 
We are taught to look to them for our protection. What does the 
'Leader of our British masters say? Mr. Churchill says that we shall 
continue to receive ill-usage at the hands of the Japanese during the 
year 1942 and he hopes to retaliate in 1943 and also admits that they 
are unable to carry on any effecive offensive on all fronts, thus virtually 
leaving India to its fate. In the circumstances, we must ask the 
Government of Bengal and through it the Government of India eo 
long as they carry that name, to give us protection — ^protection of onr 
^liyeg and property. I deman^ as a representative* of the millions ol 
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eoimtiymoik tkat you are morally aud legally bound to do eoi 1 
do aot pretend to bare any expert knowledge of modem war and 
armaments and their power of Causing death and destrUotion. Our 
British masters appear to be equally deficient in this reS|Mict. Other- 
wise, why their much-vaunted fortifications of Singapore built at an 
expense of 9 million pounds sterling melted like snow before the Bising 
SunP In Bengal which is admittedly in the danger-zone, how many 
anti-aircraft guns and fighters are there to protect usP 

What measures for our protection have been devised compared to 
what has been done in the British Isles P Have we not seen day after 
day in the editorials of the ** Statesman” that Lord Beaverbrook has 
been castigated for his over-anxiety to save England at the cost of 
losing war elsewhere, neglecting the defence of other parts of their 
Empire P I hereby suggest to the Government of Bengal that if you 
find that you cannot adequately safeguard the lives and properties of 
the citizens, you must declare Calcutta as an open city; that all war 
industries should be removed to a safer place far from Calcutta and 
you must evacuate as many persons as possible. The normal activities 
df the town should be reduced to a minimum and it may also be con- 
sidered whether the courts should not be closed. Evacuation should 
be organised in close co-operation with non-ofiicials of a representative 
character. Special provision for housing and feeding of the poor and 
lower middle-classes should be arranged. In any evacuation scheme 
precaution should be taken to see that no distinction of caste, colour 
or creed is made, as has been suspected in different places where such 
evacuation has already been done. Special arrangements for safety, 
housing and feeding should be made for the labour population if we 
really desire that there shall not be any dislocation, especially of 
scavenging work which is essentially necessary for the health of the 
civil population of the towns. Lastly, I congratulate the Finance 
Minister, although the character of his budget has not undergone any 
remarkable transformation from what obtained before probably due 
to shortness of time, for facing the facts boldly and not adding to the 
burden of taxation to break the proverbial camel’s back. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, to speak on the 
fourth day of the budget discussion is a difficult task. Observations 
become stale. But we live in stirring times and so observations bear 
Emphasis and even repetition. Allow me, therefore. Sir, to make some' 
observations on the budget. At the very outset, I desire to congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for the very lucid way in 
which he explained the intricate and salient features of the budget 
imd also for the budget itself, as it would have shown surplus of 20 
lakhs of rupees had it not been for the fact that a provision 6t one 
Ofore 25 lakhs had to be made for Civil Defence, a very essentiid 
j^tovision. No wonder, therefore. Sir, tbnt there should be a deficit .<df 



^Dte #^^5 lakhs. But, Sir, my friend <m the other eidf Khan Baha4mr 
|Cwi|i^iiddm Hosain was Baying the day before, that thia budget doM 
not benr the impress of the genius of Dy. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Sir, 
alio# me to remind him that after the fall of Singapore, the enemy ^ 
only a few miles off from Rangoon which, when reached, may very well 
be a jumping*off ground for an aerial attack on Chittagrong and 
Calcutta. Further, Sir, we have it on the authority of Major>Genera} 
Molesworth, Deputy Chief of the Staff, that Japanese warships are 
oj^rating in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Not only that. 
Sir. We he^^e it from the “Statesman” also that “in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam the red light of danger glows. We have to face facts and 
realize that a situation might arise in which the Japanese would pen«*> 
trate into both the provinces and threaten Noakhali, Faridpur, 
Serajganj and the line of the Brahmaputra to the Garo Hills.” T^ia 
then is the situation. Can it, therefore, he a matter for surprise that 
stress should l>e laid on the fact that this is hardly the occasion for 
normal standards of peace-time budgeting or for planning and construc- 
tive thinking for large-scale nation-building eff«)rts? 

Frankly, Sir, this is a Civil Defence budget. But, Sir, I find it 
very difficult to draw a line of demarcation between civil defence and 
military defence; because Bengal, particularly my constituency 
Chittagong, is practically within the war zone. Sir, defence being a 
Central subject, the cost of defence should be borne entirely by the 
Government of India, although 1 do not contend that the Provincial 
Government cannot contribute to it. Provincial Government may 
certainly contribute. But, Sir, a Government which spends millions of 
money every day for the conduct of war need hardly throw the burden 
of civil defence cacpenditure on a Government which is scarcely solvent. 
Sir, recently there was an agreement arrived at in Simla and New 
Delhi by the representatives of this Government with the Central 
Government. May I enquire whether the representatives of the Govern- 
ment went there with the approval of the Legislature? If not, I trust 
in, future, whenever any binding agreement is arrived at with the 
Centre charging the revenue, that will be done with the approval of 
the Legislature. I say this because the slab expenditure arrangementa 
have not been in favour of Bengal. Sir, the Government of India’s 
contribution of 87^ per cent, of the exiMjnditure of civil defence should 
have been made from the very start. Provincial Government should 
•not have been asked to bear the entire first slab expenditure. There 
is another condition. For the civil defence scheme Government will 
take in the coming year a loan of 1 crore 25 lakhs, payable in 5 equal 
annual instalments. I am afraid. Sir, this condition will work very 
karshly on the revenues of Bengal particularly, when it is apprehended 
that we have a series of deficit budgets for some years to come. 
tPierefore, 1 think, the Bengal Government ought to move for suipen* 
flen of the clause for repayment of the loan advanced as long U defieil 
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budgets last. We hope that the ultimate victory will be ou|a. Then 
it may very well be that the Centre will remit the debt^ as it did remit 
the 8 crores derbt when the Provincial Autonomy was inaugurated in 
1937, for which we are all so grateful. 

Now, Sir, about the civil defence. Here in this connection, my 
friend Mr. Birendva Eishore Boy Ghowdhury of our party elaborately 
dealt with this question and pointed out the difficulties and defects and 
also said what should be done. I desire to draw the attention of the 
Government to his speech. Sir, happily the Hon’ble tMr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has been placed in charge of civil defence and I hope 
everything will be done efficiently and espeditiously. Complaints have 
been made by some honourable members that whole attention has been 
devoted to the defence of Calcutta and its neighbourhood only. Sir, 
places from Calcutta to Serampore and from Calcutta to Budge-Budge 
which are all industrial areas should be properly protected both 
militarily and civilly. I would draw the attention of the Minister for 
Civil Defence to the cases of Chittagong and Noakhali and other areas 
By the side of the Brahmaputra leading to the Garo hills. I submit. 
Sir, all that was necessary to he done in Chittagong and Noakhali has 
not been done yet. I hope the Hon’hle Minister will see to these 
allegations. The danger is looming so large that every effort should 
be made by the Government of Bengal to induce the Government of 
India to undertake from now on the military defence not only of 
Calcutta and Chittagong but also of other maritime places. The danger 
of invasion of this province is increasing every day. 

Sir, I regret to say that not sufficient money is being diverted for 
organising civil defence in the interior; the interior, in my opinion 
has been very much neglected so far. In my view, in order to supple- 
ment the efforts of the military, there should be * second line of 
defence and that line of defence should consist in the formation of an 
auxiliary force, the inauguration of a national militia. Government 
should start voluntary organizations for the purpose of the trainingrof 
volunteers in the use of arms, giving them tommy guns and also 
removing all restrictions on the use of fire-arms. The whole country- 
side should be organised. What is most important is the need of 
stopping the tide of alarming rumours which lead to disorder and panic 
and which disturb the stability of the social life. For this it is very 
necessary that a sense of confidence and security must be aroused in 
the minds of the people so that they may keep up their morale. Such 
organizations will be very helpful. Government should also state their 
own position with regard to the private voluntary organisations which 
have been set up for the purpose of resisting the menace of air^ 
raids and adopting olher safety measures. Govemm«st should state 
tiieir position particularly in relation to the Congress ^Fgimisatiens, the 
Provinoial Moslem Iieague oi whidh the fiim’ble Mr. A. K. Faslul Hug 
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i§ President and the Hindu Mahasnbha of which Sir Iffanmatha 
Ka^ Hukherjee is the President, ^vemment should say whetl^ 
thefs private organisations should be permitted to adopt air-raid 
precautions and other safety measures. It will not be enough to tell 
us that private persons would be invited to sit on the Committee of 
Government and be allowed to do everything in co-operation with the 
Government. What I am urging on the Government is that so far as 
these private organizations are concerned, all possible facilities should be 
given to th^ for adopting measures against air-raids and for adopting* 
other safety measures. Along with this, Sir, permit me to say that the 
most important thing to do is to rouse among the people a spirit 
of resistance. This will to resist can be generated in one way only 
and that is by the British Government declaring India free. For, it 
is only a free country that can fight for its freedom with zeal and 
enthusiasm. A national Government should be immediately established 
in the Centre. Make the people feel that they are fighting for their 
own country’s freedom as much as for the liberty of other oppressed 
and suppressed nations on earth. Sir, this point leads me to a consi- 
deration of the next question and that is the question of the release of 
political prisoners and all persons interned, detained, banned and 
restrained under the Defence of India Act. I put a question on this 
subject the other day and the answer of the Hon ’hie the Home M inister 
was that there were still 3,500 persons in Bengal in durance vile. Sir, 
is it at all conceivable that people who are asking for the freedom of 
their country will be the verj' people wlio will allow any aggressor to 
come in? Sir, I at least cannot conceive it. May I be allowed to 
quote what the Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek said? Addressing the 
people of India in his message he observed : “Since my arrival 
in this country, I saw with great satisfaction that there existed 
among the people of India a united determination to oppose aggression”. 
Sir, this is a fact and a fact well-known to the people os well as the 
Government. The General urged that Government must take the 
people of India into its confidence. If this is the position, then I hope 
and trust the Government will release all the prisoners without delay. 
Sir, even Mr. Saiot Chandra Bose who brought about union between 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans was not immune from the clutches 
of the Defence of India Act and the rules made thereunder. He was 
taken away on an allegation — an allegation which I dare say on 
scrutiny will be found to be absolutely baseless — ^that he had establish- 
ed contact with the enemy. Sir, if under such unproved allegations 
Mr. Bose could be arrested and taken away from Bengal and made to 
suffer great inconveniences in the Trichy Jail, then I shudder to 
*Ki»>lr what must be the lot of the smaller fries whose number is legion. 
These pec^le all love their country, and those are the people who are 
omnpetent to organise the countryside to resist the aggression of tlu^ 
eneimj. So far as tikis question is ooncmmed, I shoidd repeat that these 
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people should be let out inunediately. It is not enough, Sir, that 
surangement should be made for the grant of alloteanoe to them and tO' 
their families. It is not enough that the rules should be changed. The 
grant of these small mercies will not compensate for the loss of their 
freedom or allay the anxieties of the people of Bengal on their account. 
If they are brought out of the prison, I have no doubt, this one fact 
will be helpful for the country to put forth its maximum war effort. 

Sir, my time is short, but before I sit down, I must refer to one 
other item, namely, the provision of one lakh of rupees for promoting 
communal harmony in this province. So far as this is concerned, it is 
all to the good. We know, Sir, what was the position of the country 
a year ago. Owing to the communal outlook of the former Govern- 
ment of which the Hon’ble Sir Xazimuddin and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy were so prominent members, the country was sur- 
charged with communal clouds. The storm burst and first swept over 
Serajganj and Khulna and then over Dacca and next over the villages 
in the Narayanganj subdivision. There M'ere other incidents also in 
different parts of Bengal. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, a man of 
sentiment, of generous feelings, whose love for Bengal is real and deep, 
saw all these, repented and was determined to set matters right. 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose seconded his 
efforts. 

* 

(Here the member reached his time-limit.) 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
made a differentiation between nation-saving and nation-building 
activities. I would suggest to him most respectfully that the expendi- 
ture under the heads “Medical” and “Public Health” is necessary for 
* ‘nation-saving” purposes. Expenditure on these two heads is vitally 
necessary for saving the masses of our people. In this budget it is 
noticeable that there is a decreased expenditure provided for these 
departments. The greatest scourge of Bengal is the disease known 9s 
malaria. 1 have the misfortune to belong to a subdivision which is 
notorious for malaria, I mean the Satkhira subdivision of the Khulna 
district. My own village even in this season of the year is the hot-bed 
of malaria. 1 happened to be there with my family for a short time but 
in this short time almost every one of my family was attacked with 
malaria^^ There is a dispensary in the village run by the District Board 
and the average daily attendance there is of about 200 malaria cases. 
The District Board cannot find money enough to bear the cost of the 
ordinary equipments for this dispensary and ibe decreased expenditure 
in the present budget would mean further decrease of Government oon« 
tribution to the IKstrict Boards. I suggest to the Hon’bLe Finance 
Minister that this decrease he should try his level best to mahe up. 
X speak from personal knowledge of the District Board of JeSsans*: 
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Oar Board is handicapped by leaaon of inauffieiemt oeea ooHeo* * 

tioii. t $lie cess ooUectiou is not up to the standard and because of 
deeroBaed prorision made, the augmentation grant is bound to be lew 
thia year and this means augmented distress in the districts. So, I 
desiie to make this appeal to the Hon*ble Finance Minister that he will 
see if the usual contributions can be made to the District Boards. 

The next question which I should like to raise is the Revenue 
(Floud) Commission report. Sir, I uras e member of that Gommissmn: 
the previous .Government consulted the opinions of both Houses of the 
Legislature on the recommendations of this Ckimmission. But the 
Government did not formulate any opinion of tlieir own. I do not 
know how long they will take to come to a decision on the report. At 
any rate. Government ought to make up their mind one way or the 
other without further delay. The Floud Commission recommended 
that the Permanent Settlement shoiild lie sera pjjed. One reason for that 
recommendation was that under the present arrangements of the Perma- 
nent Settlement no one is responsible for laud improvement. I give 
one concrete example. 

In my own subdivision there is a bil known as Bakehara bil which 
is subject to the influx of salt water. As a result, there has been failure 
of crops for a long time past and the distress among the large number 
of people affected has been acute. I have been trying hard for the last 
few years to get these zemindars interested in putting up an effective 
embankment but I have faile<l. Everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business. The zemindars get enough from the other tenants in other 
areas to be able to overlook tlie loss that would arise from the non- 
payment of rent by the jwople who have got lands in this particular 
area. But the sufferings of the people who are dependent upon 
this, bil are immense. They are be^'ond description. Thousands 
of people are starving and every year I liave to move the local 
authorities to give adequate relief to the people there. But then 
gratuitous relief is not always obtainable adequately and agricultural 
loans do not afford appreciable help. I mention this as a specific 
instance of the evil effects of the Permanent Settlement in the hope of 
putting an end to the influx of salt water by raising an embankment. 

I do not know what particular Hon’ble Minister is responsible for 
looking into the question of embankments but 1 would most respectfully 
‘reque.st the Minister in charge to make a survey and prepare an estimate 
of expenditure in connection with the construction of a suitable embank- 
ment there. If the Government is prepared to advance the necessary 
money to construct an adequate embankment there, that money can well 
he realized from the actual tillers as well as from the zemindars and 
the tenure-holders. If that is done and if Government kindly inter- 
vene in this matter, much-needed relief will be given to the poor people 
w|io sre mutely suffering. * 
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Now« Sir, I would like to touch ou another matter in which 1 
interested and that is the NabharMi<8atikhira Boad, which runs from 
Nabharan Station on the Khulna section of the Bengal and Assam 
Bailway to Satkhira. The construction of this road was taken up 
the Provincial Boad Board when I was a member of the last Legislative 
Council. Several years have passed since this road was taken up. It 
is 28 miles in length, 10 miles of which lie in the district of Jessore and 
the remaining 18 miles in the Ehulna district. My own subdivision is cut 
off from the district headquarters and if this road is completed our 8ub> 
division will have a direct through communication with* the district 
headquarters. It now^takes about 14 to 16 hours to reach the district 
headquarters by steamer but if this road is opened up it will take not 
more than 4 hours to reach the district headquarters. Only 10 miles 
have been finished during such a long time. The Communications and 
Works Department is a slow-ipoving department. I was told at one 
time that it does not even know how to spend the money which is 
granted from the' Central Boad Fund and it is impossibly slow and 
dilatory in its methods, as will be illustrated by the non-completion of 
the road in question within the course of six years that it has already 
taken up. I would make a respectful suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned to look into the condition of this road and to see that the 
remaining portion of the road is completed without further delay. 

Now, Sir, a serious question was raised the other day on the floor 
of this House regarding the suspension of the work of the High Court 
on Fridays for Jumma prayer. I would request through you, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister to stay for a few minutes (at this stage the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister was leaving the Chamber). 

TIm Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am here. Sir. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: All right, Sir. The matter was raised 
by the Leader of the Opposition, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain, through a question to which my honourable friend the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department gave a reply which we 
considered unsatisfactory and evasive and I also used the word **flip> 
pant” at that time to which you. Sir, took objection. The question. 
Sir, is indeed a very serious one. And I would like to make a few 
observations in this connection. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister, Sir, 
the other day made a statement in this respect and said that the High 
Court Judges were always willing to accommodate the practising lawyers 
who were anxious to say their Jumma prayers. There ie still some 
difficulty, Sir. The lawyers* clerks have to be present to watch the 
cases whra the lawyers go to say their Jumma prayers and they cumot 
go to perform their Jumma prayers, l&e difficulty is not about .4lka 
daily Zohur or the mid-day prayer which may be performed during 
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iwess; but it is in respect of the /umma prayer which is per- 
only once a week a little in advance of the time of Zdhar 
inayM^ The High Court rises for lunch at 2 o’clock and it re-assembles 
at 2<‘d0i My humble suggestion is that if on Jumma prayer days the 
court fisea an hour early for the mid-day recess, that would solve the 
difficulty. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister the other day said that the 
litigants do not frequent the courts. I wish the Chief Minister were 
present now for I would like to contradict him on this point. 

I have personal experience in the High Court as regards Jvmma 
prayer. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said that two rooms have 
been set apart for this purpose. But that is not so. Only one room has 
been set apart and that is so small that the people have literally to 
squeeze themselves in in order to say* their prayers. The new room that 
is under construction on the roof of the High Court is far too small for 
the purpose. It has been said that very small number of litigants 
come to the High Court in connection with hearings of cases on the 
Appellate Side. But that is not the case. Quite a large congregation 
is formed. We want a sufficiently large room. And we want also at 
least half an hour’s interval to say our Jumma prayers. There is 
nothing to say regarding the Zohur prayers, because they do not 
encroach on court time. Sir, the Muslim public feeling in Bengal has 
been much exercised for a very long time over this question. The 
High Court has issued orders regarding the suspension of business in 
the mofussil courts during the Jmmna prayer. We beg the Hon’ble 
High Court to suspend their own business only on Fridays for half an 
hour. So, my respectful suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister concerned 
is that he should move the High Court for suspending the work for only 
half an hour. The Muslim public will be grateful for this generous 
gesture on the part of the High Court if they suspend their business 
for half an hour to enable the Muslims to say their Jumma prayer, 
which is enjoined on every Muslim by the Holy Quoran. 

Next, I would say something about the nation-saving schemes on 
which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is going to spend a lot of 
money. So far as Calcutta is concerned, those who have their occupa- 
tion in Calcutta will have to carrj' on, air-raid or no air-raid. Pamph- 
lets have been published instructing people as to what they should do, 
how they should protect themselves against a possible air-raid. But 
nothing has been done to compel the landlords or house-owners to take 
•necessary precautions in respect of houses owmpied by their tenants. 
Some steps should be taken so that these house-owners actually take the 
necessary steps to protect the lives of their tenants. Simply issuing of 
pamphlets and press communiques are not going to help the tenants. 
As regards the appointment of officers in the air-raid precaution services, 
the complaint is made that Muslim officers* percentage is very low 
among the numerous appointments made. There is a grievance in this 
reaped and I give expreesion to it. * 



: BUDCm ^IHB(nF«H<Hr. 





[25ts 


Sir, the time «t my is veiy diort* . There is Miother ftthit 

I should touch end that is about communal unity. For thie, ihe 
present Gk>vemment has allocated a siun of Bs. 1 lakh to be spent «n n 
programme the details of which are yet to be prepared. Beoently a 
speech was delivered by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at SIhulna. 
He said, of course I am speaking subject to correction, that he and 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee were the persons responsible for spreading 
communal poison in Bengal. And now these are the two gentlemen 
who have put their shoulders to the wheel to neutralise the effect of 
this poison. Well, if that is the case, then I have an humble sugges- 
tion to make. I would suggest that this sum of money be met from 
their own pockets, l)ecause it is they who have done the mischief and 
it is but fair and just that the poor tax-payers of this province should 
not be saddled with an additional burden on account of their wrong- 
doing. The mischief has been done when they were against each other 
and now when they are united and are seeking to undo the effect of 
their actions, they should in all fairness to the tax-payers of Bengal be 
paying this sum from their own pockets. (The Hon’ble Mr. M. 
Shamsuodin Ahmed: Sir Nazimuddin was also a mischief-maker.) 
It is very unfair to say that Sir Nazimuddin was a mischief-maker. 
If that were so, why did you, including the Chief Minister, remain 
silent for 4^ years when Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. Suhrawardy were 
carrying on the administration? None ever raised a protest that these 
two gentlemen were the arch mischief-makers. I have been in the 
Coalition Party for the last two years and never did I hear euch a 
thing. This accusation against Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. Suhrawardy 
is most unjust and reprehensible. I protest against this with all the 
emphasis at my command. I should say, Sir, that it ie mean to 
fasten the blame on Mr. Suhrawardy. (The Hon’ble Mr. M. 
Shams VDD iN Ahmed: Learn manners.) Well, Sir, my manners are 
all right. 

Now to resume. Sir. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in his printed 
speech on the Budget statement at page 23 has made certain observa- 
tions which I wish to read out: they are as follows: — ** Communal 
discord has in recent years marred the good name of the province. 
The Ministry is pledged to carry on its administration in a manner 
which will be just and fair to all communities and interests; for so 
alone can confidence in the bona fides of Government be restored”. I 
would .like to draw the attention of the House to the last sentence of 
this extract. What is the meaning of the words **bona fides can be 
restored” ? I have tried to understand the meaning in my humble way 
but without success. Confidence in the bona fidss of the Government 
has got to be restored ! That is, the implication is that the Govern- 
ment which the present Ministry has succeeded had lost the confidence 
of the people. (Mr. Shbish Cmahdea Chakraverti : It is quite 
apparent.) It may be apparent to my friend Mr. Chakraverti but not 
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the Muslim commututy ef lBeii|^¥ oetip^ tilit the 
^#«#|(j|l!ii8 Miaistiy had lost their confidence? They never ea£l «»! IKd 
thie^B^eduled Castes ever complain tl&t the previous Ministry had lost 
th^ confidence? I never heard that they did so! So, if any Com- 
munity may be said to have lost its confidence in the previous Ministry, 
it mhy be the Caste Hindus and nobody else. Sir, not long a^, if I 
may say so, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq used to say that by “public 
opinion” what was meant was merely Caste Hindu opinion; and by 
the words “public press” what was meant was nothing else than opinion 
expressed in the Caste Hindu press. I do not know if this statement 
of the Chief Minister is subscribed to by the Cabinet collectively. It 
may be that my Caste Hindu brethren had lost their confidence in the 
previous Ministry but not certainly the people at large. 

Sir, the taste of the pudding lies in the eating. How has the 
present Government set about the task of restoring confidence, to use 
the language of the Finance Minister? (May I give an illustration. 
Sir, of the manner in which they are doing so? There is the case of 
the Jummah mosque in Mymensingh. The Hindus were allowed to 
lead a procession with music in front of this mosque; the Muslims 
objected but the present Ministry allowed the procession to proceed. 
Let me say that never within living memory had any procession ever 
passed by that mosque before. If it was done by the Hindus to 
vindicate an abstract right, then that is a different matter but it was 
unnecessary and they need not have insisted on taking out a procession 
before the mosque which had not been seen within living memory. Sir, 
the sentiments of the Muslims have been deeply hurt by this action of 
the Ministry. Is this the way in which the present Ministry is 
going to set about restoring communal harmony? Then, Sir, it is well- 
known that Muslim League workers and students are being prosecuted, 
because wherever the Ministers go, Halhhtjalm Ho»»anah$ are not 
sung in their welcome! Muslim League workers are being punished 
and harassed for exercising the elementary rights of a citizen. Sir, if 
that is, the way they are going to re.store communal harmony, then I 
can tell them that they are foredoomed to failure. Able Muslim officers 
who have got constructive ability in them are being shifted unneces- 
sarily from stations where they were doing good work. There is a case 
in Jessore which I have in mind. (Mr. Amvlyadone Rot: Your 
information is wrong.) But 1 have got evidence in support of my 
statement. I have got reliable information in my possession. It was 
a purely private matter of which notice was .taken and the officer was 
transferred- to another district quite unceremqiiiously. My friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed tells me of the case of the Subdivisional Officer of 
Chittagong, who also was transferred from Chittagong on a fiimsy 
pretext. Having regard to these instances of the present Minisiiy’s 
acUvities, Sir, talk of restoration of communal harmony comes with 
ill-graee from the Hon’ble Finance Minister. • 
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JPinaiioe Minister that lie had rety little time to prefitee Wdfet a»d 
that he had to devote his time only tp that <part of'the hui^t whieh is 
known as the natidn-saving departiheht and the Ap B« F* 1 Bhall, 
'therefbre, confine my observations to a few ' poinis '*coiu^ming tiie 
A. B. F. organisations which are being set up and which are proposed 
to be set up. We all agree that there should be no stint in the matter 
of allotments for air-raid precaution. But I must say that the* schemas 
that have been prepared so far should be properly executed. He has 
Tightly said that there is red-tapism ; and unless . the red-tapism is 
Tempved, I am afraid the money provided for them cannot properly be 
spent. What is needed is: much more expedition in the execution of 
achemes which have been prepared. I have only one or two suggestions 
to make with regard to the shelters which have been dug in the maidan 
and other places. Now, Sir, what has been our experience in Bangoon? 
The margin of time between the sounding of the siren and the actual 
hombing was only two or three minutes in many cases. Just imagine: 
jou are travelling from College Street to Shambazar or from Lanedowne 
Boad to the Lake side. In such a contingency ydn will probably not be 
able to reach a shelter or your destination in less than 10 minutes’ time. 
It may be said that you cap enter a private house as soon as the siren 
goes. But it is very difficult to do so, especially at night time when it 
would not be possible to get entrance into a private house even if the 
owner of the house is there — ^it will at least take 10 minutes before you 
can effect entrance. Therefore, I suggest for the earnest consideration 
of the authorities that pucca houses within a distance of hundred yards 
each may be set apart for being utilised as air-raid shelters, so that you 
may be able to run and take shelter in these shelters within two or three 
minutes from an^^point. Such shelters should be kept open day and 
night so that there may not be any difficulty in getting access. It is 
no good saying that so and so will give shelter; for, when actually the 
shelter is needed it will be found that the door is either locked or bolted. 
Thin, Sir, such shelters should be provided with first-aid things, drinlk- 
Ing water and other necessary articles. That is my first suggestion with 
regard to the A. B. P. 

There is another thing which I want to mention with regard to the 
arrangements abou| ,the evacuees from Burma. These evacuees are 
.st&ying^ ia dkarainsidai' And muse^rkhanas. They are given pi^mits 
practically after they stay in these dharamsalas for some time Snd after 
it is ascertained w^etheg a particular person is really an evacuPe of not. 
So he must go to a ]Nirticular dharamsala nessr the Outram Ghat or the 
Babughat before he applies for a permit. Then, Sir, the sanitary 
condition of these dharamMlas is very bad and requires a lot of improve- 
ment. I would enquire, therefore, whether it is possible or not to issue 
these permits on the steamer before fUsembaikation, so that by the time 
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t&e i|ieaec !9 ge| down from the steamer they will be jready w^M^' permits 
to ^^et’ to th<$^ybluiiti^r8 or to their Iriends 'and relatival and they 
will' li able to go tbj their proper places. ' 

$ir,*I do Hot want to take up much time of the House with regard 
to A. R.; vi?. Pne other point to which I should like to ^ refer 
IS, about ^e casualties as a result of air-raids. After all, the number 
of casualties may be 60,000. But what about the number that may be 
killed by famine and pestilence that will break out in the mofussilP 
I am not sure whether there is any scheme prepared by the Government 
for the prevention of epidemics in the mofussil areas. Already, even 
before the actual raid has tajken place, about 60 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of Calcutta have evacuated and gone over to the mofussil areas!' I 
do not know whether it is the desire of the authorities to remove 
pregnant women from the city before the evacuation order is issued. If 
tlmt be the policy, if those people who are in delicate condition — ^who 
are old and infirm are to be removed to prevent embarrassment to the 
authorities, they should be removed at once to some places where 
danger is least expected, and suitable provisions should be made to 
extend maternity an^(| other help in those mofussil areas. I am not 
aware of the existence^of any Isolation hospital in. the moffusil centres. 
There are many people here who are connected with municipalities. 
Some .of them probably are chairmen of the different municipalities 
and they might be in a better position to explain the position and to 
inform whether I am correct in stating that hardly any moffusil station 
has got an Isolation hospital worth the name which can accommodate 
infectious cases in case an epidemic occurs. I have seen a few isola- 
tion wards attached to hospitals in the moffusil towns in connexion 
with my inspection of the medical schools in those places and I may 
say, without fear of contradiction, that those arrangements are not 
even adequate for the normal needs of those very tb%)s not to talk of 
a large number of infectious diseases breaking out on account of the 
huge exodus from Calcutta. Have suitable measures of a preventive 
nature in anticipation of epidemics arising in those places been tak<mP 

Sir, I really do not want to criticise any of the other items which are 
more or less of a standing nature, for instance, the training of medical 
students. If it is thought that the war is going to be over in three or 
four months, I have nothing to say. But, if this war is to be a pro- 
longed one, then we might well imagine what the qiedical requirements 
^would be and what arrangements we should make from now on. It 
may be 6* or 6 years or even ten years, because i^e enemy has n6t been 
successfully checked or overcome so far. If tha wet is going to be a 
protracted one, India will require probably hundri^ times the military 
strength which is now available, and j^ou will have to supply the Army 
with a host of doctors. And, unless you make necessary arrangements 
for ensuring continuity of the supply '^ of doctors by ensuring a conti- 
nuity of medical education, you 'vdH fall to supply* the need in proper 
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time. I would, therefore, earnestly sul^gest for ^e consideration of 
the Gt>Terhment whether it is nqt desirable to prepare a scheme, as had 
been done in London. As soon as the war broke out, all the London 
medical institutions were shifted to Cambridge with bag and baggage 
including the hospitals, students and staff. They thought that 
especially during war time they would require a yery large number of 
doctors and so they wanted to see medical education go unhampered. 
I would earnestly draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this 
aspect of the question. 

There is another aspect to be taken note of. Once a raid takes 
place, Sir, say on the Medical College, all valuable collections in the 
museum and the valuable apparatus may be damaged and you will not 
be able to replace them in less than 5 or 6 years after the end of the 
war. Now, that leads to the question of the training of nurses. The 
training of nurses in Calcutta hospitals, I think, is unsatisfactory. 
Recently arrangements were made in the Campbell Medical Hospital 
for the training of nurses. I had suggested during the last budget 
discussion the necessity of utilising the mofussil hospitals for the 
training of nurses and I was given an assurance that this matter will 
be seriously considered by the Government. But nothing apparently 
has been done so far. Since then the situation has changed and 
increasing arrangements will have to be made in our hospitals on 
account of the war casualties and yet no active steps have been taken 
to train a large number of nurses which we want so badly. 

Even now there is plenty of time to shift these nurse-training centres 
to some places in the mofussil where there are medical ‘ schools or 
hospitals. The time at my disposal is short and it is not possible for 
me to compress my other suggestions. I only want to make one sugges- 
tion before I conclude. There is a budget provision for a climatic 
sanatorium. Now, Sir, the climatic sanatorium for Bengal is an old 
story. About 5 or 6 years ago a Marawari gentleman gave a donation 
of Bs. 3 lakhs for starting it. I do not know what happened to that 
amount. Much time was spent over selecting a suitable place, such as, 
Ealimpong, Darjeeling, etc. In the meantime, a private institution 
which fulfils the requirements of a climatic sanatorium has been in 
existence in Eurseong and it has been admitting patients and treating 
them successfully !l^r the last 3 years. Instead of increasing or enlarg- 
ing that institution I find that a provision has been made in the budget 
of Bs. 1 lakh for a climatic sanatorium. Now, Sir, you cannot develop 
an institntion-^a ^ ^bercular institution — ^under these war conditions. 
You cannot find eqmpment or other necessaries. Moreover, you will 
require a large amount of money for the maintenance of such an 
institution. So, 1 would seriously ask the Gh)vemment to divert this 
amount towards the developmeait of the existing institution at 
Eurseong. * * 
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ftHin Mib ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Presidexit, Sir, without soinff mio 
ceremonial formality, 1 shall at once take up the item of Be. d, 69,060 
assilpied for publicity purpose and on this head the last year’s allotment 
was Bs. 3,65,000, i.e., the present allotment is nearly 90 per cent, more 
than the last year. It is very curious that those members who used to 
oppose any expenditure on this head are supporting it, although it has 
nearly been doubled. I seriously take exception to this heavy enhance* 
ment at the cost of the other important heads where money is vitally 
necessary. I submit that the figures be reduced at least to the last 
year’s figures. 

Sir, it is needless for me to impress upon you or upon my colleagues 
that if we want to do any good to our country, it is upliftment of the 
economic condition of the poor raiyats and to 8{)read education amongst 
them. 

I now come to the item of Rs. 1 lakh for comPiunal harmony. It is 
a moral idea surely. I doubt what practical gain will be derived from 
this scheme. So far we have had no hint or intimation about the modus 
operandi of spending the money. Unless and until the practical, social 
and religious leaders can forget jealousies and hatred and learn to treat 
one another with sympathy, toleration in every aspect of life parti- 
cularly in religion, culture and in the economic field, where the bread 
problem is the loudest and most crying, mere Government propaganda 
will be of no avail. I suspect some posts will be created and some kith 
and kin of the Ministers will be nourished. Moreover, I suspect that 
this scheme will go a long way in breaking the solidarity of our Muslim 
League and in breaking about its disruption. 

Lastly, I take up the income from the Sale Tax and Jute Tax. At 
the time of the passing of the above Acts, the ex-Finance Minister gave 
us the assurance that the major portion of the money from these sources 
will be utilized on nation-building departments, but it is a great dis- 
appointment to notice no mention in the budget of these moneys. In 
fine, I would like to urge upon the Hon’ble Finance Minister that he 
will do a great credit to himself and earn the gratitude of the poor 
people of the province if he extended a liberal and generous hand to the 
most essential, most vital, most constructive and most harmony-pro- 
ducing business, namely. Education. If we take the province as an 
organic body and the two communities as its chief working organs then 
-we cannot expect it to be healthy unless we can make the weaker organ, 
namely, the Muhammadan community, equally strong with the other. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister held out a hope to the provindi that he 
would safeguard the interest of the Hindu community and the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee will do the same in the 
case of my poor Muhammadan community. This on the fact of it 
sounds rather queer. The treatment which the ^uhmnmadan com- 
munity in Bengal has hitherto received, is most discouraging. The 
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record is very ditrk and we are most diffident about tke future prospect. 
As a specimen I can cite the example of oppression of Muslim League 
members and Muslim students in different districts such as Noakhali, 
etc. 

With these words, I beg to conclude my remarks. 

TIm Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Mr. President, Sir, 
the duty of replying to the debate on matters relating to civil defence 
devolves upon me, because the portfolio of civil defence co-ordination 
has been entrusted to my charge. I may be permitted to begin with 
some of the very valuable suggestions which have been made by my 
esteemed friend Dr. Eumud Sankar Pay from whom I have derived 
great help in some of the problems which have confronted me in my 
new sphere of activity. 1 shall try to meet the points he has raised on 
the question of shelters. 

My friend seems to think that beyond providing for a few slit 
trenches in the maidan nothing substantial has been done in the matter 
of providing shelters for the population of Calcutta. I may invite his 
attention to the fact that provision on a very large scale has l)eeu made 
for slit trenches not only in the rrtaidan but also in the different parts 
of the city wherever available space has been secured. The Calcutta 
Improvement Trust in collaboration with the Communication and 
Works Department of the Government of Bengal has been entrusted 
with tliis work. Besides the provision for slit trenches, as many as 
500 pucca buildings in the city of Calcutta are being strengthened and 
protective measures are being provided in those buildings, so 
that they may be available at the time of air-raids as shelters to the 
public. That is a circumstance which I hope will carry reassurance to 
the minds of the citizens of Calcutta. These buildings will be lavail- 
able to the public without any question being raised by the owners or 
occupiers of those buildings. They will be declared as shelters avail- 
able to the public. Government are also considering the necessity of 
providing for certain shelters in Government buildings so as to offer' an 
incentive to private parties to come forward for the satisfactory solution 
of this problem on similar lines. (Mr. Sheish Chandha Chakraverti : 
When will they be ready?) Well, Sir, these houses will be ready for 
occupation as shelters if any emergency arises. But the question of pro- 
viding protective measures is intimately connected with the supply of 
building materials which I think are now available to a much larger 
extent than before. And I think I can assure the House that the work 
of providing these shelters and carrying out protective measures in those 
buildings is proceeding apace and we can expect to complete the work 
at the earliest possible date. We cannot invite the public to come and 
take shelter in buildings which are not protected, after declaring them 
as proper shelters Jfor the housing of people at the time of an air-raid/ 
If we are< to invite people to such buildings, we have got to protect them 
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proi^icrly and before we can dischai^ that responsibility we cannot 
dedjiim those buildings as shelters. That is what is holding us back for 
the time being. 

The other question that has been raised by Dr. Ray is the question 
of evacuees. That is a very important point and elsewhere X have 
declared the intention of Government and the steps that Government 
are taking in this matter. Already a Committee has been set up in 
Calcutta under the chairmanship of the Sheriff of Calcutta and non- 
official support is forthcoming in abundance t-o implement the schemes 
which Government have prepared in this respect. I understand, Sir, 
that voluntary efforts are not lacking in the matter. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the question of the issue of permits raised 
by Dr. Ray, I may say that it is also engaging the attention of the 
Government. Permits are now issued from the steamer ghats before 
the evacuees start for dharamsalas or mmafi,rkhanas . Dr. Ray suggests 
the granting of permits on the steamer before the evacuees get down. 
But I do not know whether it is possible for Government officials to go 
out of Calcutta and arrange for the issue of ])ermit8 on the steamer. 
But I can say this that the earliest possible opportunity is now taken 
to grant permits and as soon as the evacuees land, permits are issued to 
them. Contrary to Dr. Ray’s suggestion, others have suggested that 
permits should be given in these dharamsalas far away from the steamer 
ghats. I suppose the eystem now prevailing is perhaps the best. 
However, I shall remember the suggestions made by Dr. Bay and see if 
they can be given effect to. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Ray empiired what arnangements have been made to 
deal with famine and epidemics which may break out in the mofussil 
in consequence of the large exodus which has been taking place 
from the city of Calcutta for some time past. I may inform the House 
that we are not unmindful of the seriousness of the situation which may 
develop as a result of this exodus. A scheme for dealing with the 
situation has been prepared and arrangements have been made for the 
enforcement of the Epidemic Diseases Act in the threatened areas. 
Arrangements have also been made for the storage of vaccine lymph and 
cholera vaccine fur several months’ consumption at a safe place outside 
the vulnerable areas. With this end in view, branches of the Public 
Health Department are being scattered all over the province where 
there is a risk of the breaking out of epidemics. Indeed, this is a 
problem which is in the mind of the Government — provision is being 
made to deal with a development of that character. 

Then, Sir, as regards the continuance of medical education and 
removal of the medical institutions from Calcutta to mofuseil stations, 
that is a question which is very difficult to tackle. Facilities for medical 
education and hospitals on a scale similar to what we have in Calcutta 
cannot be expected in the mofussil stations. Hqw is it jmssible to 
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romove an institution of the magnitude of the Calcutta Medical College 
and Hospitals in a mofussil area, without necessary buildings and 
hospital accommodation, without clinical apparatus etc.P It is for 
this reason that this problem cannot be solved as easily as it is suggested. 
But th^ utilisation of the resources of Calcutta with regard to this 
matter has not altogether been lost sight of. I understand that the 
Surgeon-General and other authorities have already taken up that 
question and it is under their consideration. I do not know whether 
the standard that Dr. Bay desires to be set up in the mofussil can be 
attained. But the distribution of students from the medical schools to 
other schoo48 outside Calcutta has not been altogether lost sight of. 

Now, some criticism has been made to the effect that the mofussil 
areas have probably been ignored in our air-raid precautions and civil 
defence arrangements. I do not think that that criticism is quite justi- 
fied. Without going into details as to the arrangements which have 
been made for the mofussil areas, I think I can give a rough outline on 
the fioor of this House as to the steps which 'have been taken in 
different parts of the province. The industrial area close to Calcutta, 
rather the following municipalities have been provided with all the 
necessary arrangements which have been introduced in Calcutta itself, 
namely, (1) Serampore, (2) Baidyabati, (3) Kharda, (4) Budge- 
Budge, (5) Barrackpore, (6) Bishra-Konnagar, (7) Hooghly-Chinsura, 
(8) Tittaghur, (9) Bhadreswar, (10) Tollygunge, (11) South Suburban, 
(12) Bally, (13) Champdani, (14) IJttarpara, (16) Garden Beach, 
(16) Kotrung, (17) Chittagong, (18) Bahsbaria, (19) Howrah, 
(20) Asansol, (21) Kulti, (22) Burn pur and other similar places. Apart 
from these, other areas which are Classes II and III areas from the 
point of view of danger and emergency, have also been similarly 
treated, although on a smaller scale. The total non-recurring cost of 
these schemes for the mofussil areas comes up to one lakh 50 thousand 
approximately and the total recurring cost will come up to Bs. 10 
thousand per month. Schemes for other areas are also under considera- 
tion. Now, Sir, that is the position with regard to the mofussil areas. 

As regards civil defence arrangements which have been made 'in 
Calcutta, I may indicate them as broadly as possible. Some criticism 
has been levelled as regards the cost which is to be incurred and which 
has been incurred in respect of these schemes. But I may remind the 
House that a very large part of this burden will be borne not by the 
Provincial Exchequer but by the Central Exchequer. The Provincial 
Exchequer will not have to bear the whole of the expenditure, not even 
the major part of this expenditure. A very substantial portion will 
ultimately be recoverable from the Central Government under financial 
arrangements which had been agreed upon in Delhi in January last, 
to which a reference has already been made by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in his Budget Speech. Schemes with which the Calcutta 
Gorimration are now working involve a non-recurring expenditure of 



BTTDQET BISCITSSim 


313 


Bs. Iftklis and a recurring expenditure of Be. 12 thousand. Of this 
also ; certain proportion will ultimately be recoverable from the 
Caloutta Corporation. Thus, the ultimate expenditure failing on 
provincial revenues will be much less than Bs. 4 crores. 

Now, the question has been raised why the nation-building depart- 
ments and the permanent needs of the province have been neglected in 
view of the expenditure on the head of civil defence. That is a point 
which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will probably deal with in his 
reply. But so far as my department is concerned, I have taken 
scrupulous care to see that all essential expenditure which cannot be 
delayed may not be relegated to a position of inferiority even in these 
days of emergency. But we have got to make some sacrifice in these 
days so far as essential nation-building works are concerned, particularly 
in the mater of Public Health and Medical Departments. You know 
very well, Sir, that medical hospitals have to a certain extent to be 
kept clear of ordinary patients, mild cases particularly, in anticipation 
of casualties from air-raids. And under tho.se circumstances the 
necessity of spending money on tlie medical budget has to a certain 
extent been diminished. Current expenditure has of necessity been 
curtailed because of the vacancies caused in some of the beds. Also we 
cannot take in hand any large-scale scheme for the present in the 
Public Health and Medical Departments. That ie obviously due to the 
fact that these schemes for the time being must be relegated to a rear 
position in view of the overwhelming need to provide for civil defence. 
Civil defence is a matter which cannot to any extent be anticipated. 
You are well aware that these schemes have got to be varied from 
time to time as emergency arises. As the clouds thicken, we have got 
to change, vary and alter our schemes and money which was not 
necessary becomes suddenly necessary, immensely necessary, to be 
spent because of the changing situation. If we had not provided for 
all these possible developments, we wmuld have certainly been blamed 
for not having sufficient foresight to provide for situations which might 
deyelop to the detriment of the province. It is for this reason that 
this sum of Rs. 4 crores finds a place in the budget although much 
of it will come from the Central Exchequer. 

So far as Calcutta is concerned, probably the House is aware that 
the Warden service is not fully organised. At present, I am paying my 
.attention to the question of strengthening the Warden service with a 
view to develop it' to the fullest possible extent. What is needed in 
these circumstances is public sympathy and popular co-operation in an 
abundant measure. I am thankful for the offers which have been made 
from different sections of the House and from public organisations 
outside. I am not quite sure whether it will be possible to secure the 
co-operation of parallel organisations in A. B. P. measures, because 
after all when we have got to fight the enemy, whether in active defence 
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or in civil defence, unified commlind and pooling of resources is 
absolutely necessary. Under these circumstances, it requires very close 
scrutiny to find out whether help^ from parallel organisations in fighting 
the ravages of the bomb is possible il there is no unified control, no 
continuity and no single organisation bound by stringent discipline of 
something like a police force or military force trying to protect the 
people against the enemy. This is the difficulty in taking direct help 
from a parallel organisation where there is already an A. B. P. 
organisation functioning in the area. But the field is vast enough and 
non-official co-operation and assistance will be most welcome in other 
spheres of activity. There are many kinds of work and services 
open to non-official organisations; and I desire to take the earliest 
possible opportunity to formulate schemes in that direction. 1 hope 
non-official assistance will not he lacking. People of influence, those 
who can inspire confidence in others, can keep a close watch and super- 
vision over the different areas of the city, can help the A. R. P. 
organisation in recruitment of personnel in the different services. The 
situation is such that we cannot afford to lag behind. We must wake 
up to the danger of the situation and should not raise questions about 
our ideologies, about our previous commitments, political or otherwise. 
We must pool all our resources for the purjwse of building up an 
organisation which can be helpful for protecting the citizens of Calcutta 
and of the whole province. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me at this stage, having 
regard to the very limited time at my disposal, to attempt anything 
but a rough outline of the measures adopted in Calcutta for the purpose 
of ensuring civil defence. In the matter of fire-fighting we have raised 
the personnel of the Calcutta Fire Brigade from 200 to 900. Addi- 
tional fire stations are now under construction. Reserve depdts, 
barracks and a training school have been provided for. Additional 
equipment has been ordered. The additional costs of these schemes 
for Calcutta aipount nearly to 40 lakhs of rupees and a recurring 
expenditure of Rs. 62,000. The mofussil areas have been inspected 
by the Chief Officer of the Calcutta Fire Brigade whose recommencfa- 
tions are being implemented under the supervision of the Fire Adviser 
to the Government who is himself a retired Chief Officer of the Calcutta 
Fire Brigade. Then, in order to provide water for fire-fighting pur- 
poses, certain tanks in Calcutta have been filled to the brim; approaches 
to tanks, nullas and canals are being broadened and improved and 
130 underground reservoirs are being built in Calcutta. Mobile canvas 
containers have been purchased and have been fitted on to the lorries. 

There are difficulties in the matter of obtaining equipment from the 
Government of India. We are trying our very best to secure those 
equipments, and as soon as those difficulties are got over, I think they 
will be forthcoming and we shall be able to be of greater eervice in 
this line. , 
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in Calcutta an alternative water-supply has been secured by 
)>r 0 viding for 2,500 tube-wells. It may be that some of them have 
gone put of commission even before they could be used; but certainly 
Government cannot be held responsible for them. Local people of 
influence ought to have come forward and protected those tube-wells 
in their respective localities from mischief. Sir, we have not so far 
been able to devise any sort of fool-proof or mischief-proof tube-wells. 
Some amount of criticism has been levelled against the Government 
on this head but certainly Government have done their best in the 
matter and if some tube-wells have been damaged by ingorant people. 
Government cannot be held responsible. The Calcutta Corporation 
should come forward and take steps to protect this alternative water- 
supply for Calcutta in as thorough a manner as possible. So far as 
the Government are concerned, they are not responsible for defective 
tube- wells. 

As regards hospital beds, possibly the House is aware that as many 
as 10,000 emergency beds have been provided for Calcutta. Casualties 
will occur if air-raids take place over the city and in order to face 
that situation those beds have been reserved for Calcutta and the 
industrial areas. Two infectious diseases hospitals too are already 
on their way to completion in or about Calcutta for the purpose of 
meeting the emergency. 

Improvement and addition to the nursing service has also been 
taken in hand and male nurses are being trained to take their places near 
those beds. First-aid parties are being organised. But I am sorry 
to say that the response in this line is rather poor and we have not 
been able to secure the personnel which is necessary for the purpose 
of manning this service. Here there is genuine room for non-oflicial 
efiort. I appeal to non-oflicial gentlemen to come forward and by 
reason of their influence supi)ly the necessary personnel for first-aid 
parties, for without them the whole casualty service is likely to break 
down. I do hope that every one of the members of this House who 
h2ve got influence and the necessary drive will be good enough to 
come forward and help Government in the matter of securing these 
first-aid parties. I do not desire to take any further time of the 
House. We are trying to do our best. If there are lacunae, if there 
are defects, if there are gaps, we shall be only too glad if they are 
pointed out to us. After all. Sir, this is a legacy of the last Ministry. 
They shaped its constitution, they devised its complexion and it was 
they too ivho furnished the necessary personnel and determined its 
communal proportion. So, the last Ministry is largely responsible and 
we w'ho have inherited their credit or blame, are fully prepared to 
share it with them. 

All that^ we are doing should be scrutinised against this inevitable 
back-ground. Of course, the previous Ministry left just before the 
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Japanese came into the war and we dame into office. It has, therefore, 
been a rery great burden upon us, the time being so very short. But 
we are trying our best to do what is possible and I hope that with your 
goodwill and the support of the people we shall succeed. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, as I rise to 
reply to the debate to which I have listened with attention during the 
last 4 days, I tender my thanks to those members of the House who, 
while realising the difficulties that confronted us, offered us 
constructive suggestions with a view to help us in discharg- 
ing the onerous responsibility that has fallen on the present 
Ministry. Sir, in the course of the debate references were made to 
many detailed items of expenditure relating to various departments. 
1 shall not make an attempt to give an answer to each of such questions; 
but I can give this assurance to the members of this House that the 
points which they have raised have been noted by the Ministers con- 
cerned and will receive their earnest consideration. I fully realise that 
this House, constitutionally situated as it is, is not competent to vote 
on the grants included m the budget and that it is only in the course of 
these 4 days’ general discussion on the budget that the members have 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on the provisions made 
therein. 

Sir, I wish to refer first of all to those two or three points which have 
been raised concerning the dignity, the right and the status of the 
House. There is first the question of the Public Accounts Committee. 
It is a difficult matter — it is a matter which does not concern merely 
the relationship between this House and the Government, but the 
relationship between this House and the. other House. As you know. 
Sir, since the new Ministry came into office we have expressed our 
anxiety to settle this question in a manner which will be consistent 
with the legitimate rights of both Houses of the Legislature. And it 
is my confidence that with your fullest co-operation. Sir, which has 
been assured, custodian as you are of the rights, dignity and privileges 
of this House, it will be possible for us to settle the matter amicalAy 
and satisfactorily. 

With regard to the second question, namely, the joint control of 
the Library and the Legislative Building, I am really surprised to 
know that this Joint Committee is not functioning. If it is a matter 
on which Government can do anything, 1 undertake to bring this to 
the notice of the proper Minister or authority and see that this question 
also is properly disposed of. But if it is a matter which rests entirely 
on 3rou two. Sir, I want you and the Speaker to settle the matter 
without any interference on the part of a Minister or the Government 
as a whole. I hope. Sir, you will give me an opportunity of discussing 
this matter with you personally to see whether we cannot arrive at 
some, satisfactory solution. 
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KTItli regard to the question of a separate Chamber for the Council^ 
well, dhyioufllj that it is not within the hounds of possibility now; 
wad# if I may give a piece of friendjy advice, it is not safe also to 
have new big buildings put up in Colcutta when there is the impending 
possibility of air>raids. I understand that an estimate of 11 lakhs was 
taken but the scheme has not yet been sanctioned. Obviously, we must 
wait until the war is over, before the question of erecting a separate 
building at a cost of 11 lakhs of rupees can be seriously taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, the other point which Mr. Kabir raised was about the control 
of the Legislature Departments. I have not studied this question very 
carefully yet; but I was going through the provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act and also the Rules which have been framed. It 
appears that, unlike what has been done in the Central Assembly, here 
the control still remains in the hands of one Minister and matters 
have to pass through the hands of some Secretary attached to the Home 
Department for the time being. I do not think, Sir, that there is any 
suggestion that this Legislature, either the Upper House or the Lower 
House, is in any way subordinate to that officer attached to the Home 
Department. But certain matters which under the Constitution have 
got to be decided by a Minister — in this case he happens to be the 
Home Minister — for the time being pass as a matter of ordinary routine 
through this particular officer who is authorised under rules of 
business to deal with this question. 

I shall now pass on to some of the general remarks which were made 
on the budget. As I said, Sir, in my budget statement, we had to face 
a very difficult situation. It has been suggested that there are men 
included in the present Cabinet who, if they so wished, could have done 
anything with the budget for the purpose of making it more respon- 
sive to the real needs of the people. Luckily, that suggestion came from 
the Leader of the Opposition himself, admitting thereby unconsciously 
perhaps, that things were not very happily done during the last regime 
and they required to be drastically altered. I appreciate this open 
confession of failure. Sir, at the end of my budget statement, I made it 
abundantly clear that we had only about a fortnight’s time to submit 
the budget in its final form for the approval of the Cabinet and a 
province such as Bengal is, with an expenditure of nearly 15 crores of 
rupees, cannot be turned upside down in the course of a fortnight, 
however great a genius you may claim to be. Further, the times were 
admittedly of an abnormal character. I, therefore, said very clearly 
that the mere inclusion of big items of expenditure in the budget should 
not suggest that the present Ministry was accepting the responsibility 
for giving ^effect to each one of them without further scrutiny and I 
also said that I would welcome constructive suggestions from all sides 
of the House indicating the main directions ip which alterations 
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might suitably be effected. I made a careful note of some of the 
suggestions made by different members. There was one proposal that 
new expenditure on the Debt Settlement Board might -be postponed. 
That covers expenditure for about Bs. 3^ lakhs. There was a proposid, 
I believe ooming from the European Group, that the expenditure on jute 
regulation was excessive and there was room for scrutiny there. There 
was another proposal from mj’^ honourable friend Mr. Humayun Eabir 
that the post of the Additional Secretary of the Home Department 
might be abolished. There was a further proposal that at any rate the 
English edition of the “Bengal Weekly” might be discontinued. We 
have got only these four concrete suggestions for revision of policy or 
retrenchment which this House desires the Government to consider. I 
hope, Sir, that the situation is not really so hopeless and that there may 
be other items of expenditure in other directions as well which Govern- 
ment may consider it their duty to examine, so as to save expenditure 
to a certain extent. The other criticisms which have been made are 
just' playing of words in relation to nation-saving. I suppose I gave the 
clue myself — ^nation-saving versus nation-building. When I. used that 
word “nation-saving”, I did not for a moment contemplate that nation- 
saving could ever mean the possibility of our doing away with all the 
nation-building activities in the province. But I would like to put 
the test in this manner. Such activities may relate to development of 
industries, to re-organisation of the supply of food for the consumption 
of the people of Bengal, or to a revision of the agricultural plan and 
policy of the province. These big activities may be and should be 
undertaken by Government even during war time, because only by 
this, the nation can be saved and saved for the purposes of the war 
itself. During war you cannot obtain supply of many articles from 
outside. This is just the time when the essential needs of the province 
have to be produced and thereby you strengthen the war efforts and 
also stabilise the economic position of the province. (Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddie Hosaik: That was my suggestion.) I have gone 
through the pamphlet which Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition handed 
over to me two days ago. I was interested to find that there wdre 
many ideas contained therein which tallied with the viewpoints of 
many members belonging to the present Cabinet regarding the future 
economic development of this province. 

Sir, the other point which has been raised is: that we have been 
thinking only of Calcutta and neglecting the needs of the rural eureas. 
Now, if you scrutinise the budget, on A. R. P. expenditure, civil 
defence expenditure, it will no doubt be found that we have budgeted 
provisions not for all places, — and let us hope that every part of the 
province will not be affected, — ^but only for those '^Iwes Which are 
vulneTable areas and particularly industrial areas. It is for this 
reason that the expenditure on civil defence should be considered as a 
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sepan^ item altogether. As has been pointed out by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, three-fourths of this expenditure ' will be 
met from the Centre. More provision could be made for the develop- 
ment of rural areas had it not been an abnormal situation. In fact, if 
you consider the budget as a whole, then you will see that many of the 
activities which go to improve the lot of the people as a whole refer 
necessarily, as they must, to improvement in the conditions of rural 
life. As regards the civil defence question, 1 am not going into the 
details of it. Mr. Basu has already done so ; but I appreciate the view- 
points of several members who have enquired, as we are all enquiring, 
whether A. B. P. measures or civil defence measures will by 
themselves be adequate for saving the people of Calcutta or of this 
province. I made it abundantly clear in my statement that constitu- 
tionally situated as we are, we are not permitted to provide for the 
military defence of the province or to organise or influence it. The 
opinion has been expressed by several members that this is just the 
time when there should be built up a Home Army for Bengal as 
Australia has done, that arms and ammunitions should be provided 
without restriction for the children of Bengal. We too share the same 
view. W^e fully agree that unless the people of this i)rovince are 
given the responsibility to defend themselves and their hearths and 
homes, the country cannot ever be saved hy an army, control over which 
does not rest with the representatives of the people. But as I have 
said, that is an aspect, a bigger aspect, of our national position which 
the present Ministry cannot solve under the present constitution. But, 
there again, supposing that those other essential things which we are 
demanding and which we have every right to demand are not forth- 
coming, what should be our attitude? Shall we simply sit tight and do 
nothing? The problem of civil defence is, after all, a most important 
problem by itself. Countries which have been subject to air-raids have 
had to make com])lete arrangements for the safety of the civil population, 
in addition to their military operations. This is a new tactic in this 
war. In previous wars it was only those who actually fought in the 
battle fields or in the sea or in the air that were concerned directly with 
the ravages of the war and the civil population was only indirectly 
affected by the war. But ever since the present war has come with all 
its horrors, we have seen that there is a possibility of the civil popula- 
tion, entirely innocent, of being openly and directly attacked by the 
enemy. The question of saving them, reducing their miseries and the 
solution of many other problems, economic and social which obviously 
arise in connection with their defence, has to be solved by the Civil 
Government of every country and I would beg my friends to consider 
this aspect of the problem in deciding upon their share of responsibility 
in facing the crisis that threatens us to-day. Mr. Basu has said that 
whatever arrangements we may -make on paper for civil defence and 
A.B.P. work in the areas concerned can only succeed if we get the 
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whole-hearted and immediate co-operation of all eeotions of the jiec^le; 
We hare made that appeal and 1 repeat that appeal once again that 
we are almost reaching a time when danger may visit Calcutta at any 
moment. It is indeed lamentable that the Honourable Minister for 
Civil Defence Co-ordination has to get up in this House and say that 
even Calcutta has not been able to supply the minimum number of 
persons who may be required to do service for the protection of their 
fellow-brethren. It is in this sphere of work that we ask for the 
whole-hearted co-operation of all sections of the people. Mr. Basu has 
announced that a proposal is now pending before Government which if 
given effect to will enable Government to have the fullest co-operation 
of all the organisations irrespective of their policy or their views. I 
hope that will widen the scope of co-operation and we shall have no 
cause for making complaints about dearth of suitable men for the 
different A. R. P. services. 

Now, Sir, I pass on next to some of the observations of a general 
character that were made by several memibers. One was — ^why were 
the proceeds of the new taxes not diverted for nation-building activities, 
as the late Finance Minister definitely announced that that would be 
done. When that enquiry is made by those members in the House 
who were in the Opposition when the last Ministry was in power, I 
can understand and appreciate it. But when that question is put by 
the Leader of the present Opposition himself and those members who 
were in support of the past Ministry, I really doubt the wisdom of that 

remark (Khan Bahadur Saiyed MiTAZZAMuonm Hosain: Why?) 

My friend asks “why”. He would have got the answer even if he had 
not asked why. The reason is that they themselves were very satis- 
factorily hoodwinked by the late Finance Minister. Four months 
before we came into office, the decision was taken by the past Govern- 
ment that the revenue coming from these new taxes would have to be 
utilised for meeting the deficit w'ith which the province was confronted ; 
and thus we find that the little sugar-coated paragraph in the late 
Finance Minister’s statement, which I have not unfortunately been able 
to reproduce in my statement, was there only to mislead the House and 
the public. The sugar-coated paragraphs in the last budget statement 
which geve definite pronouncement to both Houses of the Legislature 
that the additional revenue would be spent for nation-building depart- 
ments were necessary for winning the vote of the Coalition Party as it 

then stood, in support of the Ministry then in office (Khan Bahadur 

Saitbd Mitazzahvdoik Hosaik: Is it correct?) Yes, it is correct and 
if my honourable friend comes to my office, without violating the 
Official Secrets Act I shall satisfy him that this was so. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Boss asked^ with reference to 
the prooedds of the Sales Tax, whether we were safe ii|v^estimatmg thjit 
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w® get one crore of rupees in 1942-43. I may say tliat on the let 

Ooliher the Sales Tax came into operation; but actually there wwo 
adxainsstrative difficulties in giving full effect to it and the realisation 
during this year did not represent the revenue which was expected 
normally during the period of six months. I agree that the time being 
abnormal even our forecast may not prove to be correct. Subject to 
that, we have made a provision of one crore of rupees. Mr. Ross asked 
whether the expenditure on civil defence includes the cost of acquisi- 
tion of foodstuff in connection with the scheme for evacuation which 
is being prepared. He also asked whether it includes the cost of relief 
centres outside Calcutta as proposed by the new Director of Civil 
Evacuation and also the cost of the new report centres and the telephone 
services. 1 find that some of them are included, but not all. When 
we receive reports in full, it will be necessary for us to make adjust- 
ments so as to make ample provision for the purposes mentioned by 
him. 

I now come, Sir, to the provision of one lakh of rupees for promoting 
communal harmony. Sir, the Leader of the European Group— I made 
a note of that expression — reminded the House and the Ministry in 
particular, that communal harmony cannot be purchased. We know 
that. Sir. We did not include this sum exactly from the point of view 
which dominates the outlook of my honourable friends from Clive 
Street. It is not in a l)usine.ss-like spirit that we did it. My friends qn 
the Opposition expressed their great anxiety that although this money 
might be .spent on communal harmony, it perhaps may or may not 
come. Moy I remind them that if communal harmony does not come 
by carrying on propaganda on proper lines, disharmony did^ come by 
the provision of Rs. 30,000 for a dole to a new'spaper which had no 
other business but to spread communal poison. (Khan Bahadur Saiyeo 
Muazzamuddin Hosain : There were other papers also.) Mr. Abul 
Quasem might even now raise subscriptions from his party and pay 
back that Rs. 30 thousand to the coffers of the Bengal Government. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: You may ask the members of the 
previous Government to find that money. 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That is shift- 
ing of responsibility. You know, Sir, w^e have a custom according to 
which if our ancestors contract debts, we consider it a sacred duty that 
their heirs and successors should pay them up. From that point of 
view at any rate, Mr. Abul Quasem might start on the duty of collecting 
this Es. 30,000 from his party. But, Sir, the point is something more 
serious than that. This province during the last four years and a half 
has passed through very difficult times and the very fact that Mr. Fazlul 
£Cuq and some of us who did not see eye to e^e with each other have, in 
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sinte joi all oar differences, combined together showe that we ria^aQ 
that the hope of this province lies in communal amity and commuJial 
harmony. (Maulvi Abul Qvasem: At the cost of the Muslima.)' 
It is not at the cost of the Muslims. It may be at thf cost of Mr. Abul 
Quasem and his friends but it is not at the cost of the Muslim 
community. It has the support, if Mr. Abul Quasem will scrutinize, 
of a large number of Muhammadan members in the Legislative Assembly 
(Maulvi Abul Quasem : And the number of 'Whips you have 
appointed) and in the Legislative Council. If Mr. Abul Quasem wants 
to be a 'Whip, he can let us know; we shall consider his application. 
But the question of appointment of Whips was not the poiht which I 
was discussing just now. If Mr. Abul Quasem and his friends will 
only count the number of Muslims who support the present Coalition, 
he will have the satisfaction of regarding himself in a minority The 
majority of Muslims, and I say this as a result of my recent tours, want 
that there should be communal amity and communal harmony. Sir, 
the less we talk of what Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq has done or has not 
done, the better for everyone. Well, what has Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq 
done, after allP What has been the crime which he committed, which 
broke the so-called solidarity among the Muslims? Who broke the 
solidarity among the Muslims? Well, Sir, this is a fact which is too 
well-known to the members of the then Coalition Party. A large 
numl^er of the members of that party demanded the resignation of a 
certain Minister. Had he tendered his resignation there would not have 
been any trouble at all. (Maulvi Abul Quasem : That was not the 
case.) 

Mr. P^RESIDENT: Order, order. I want to make it clear that 
there should be no interruptions unless the Hon’ble Minister gives way. 
I shall not allow interruptions any more. 

Tha Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Thank you. 
Sir. I did not interrupt any honourable member when many unkind 
words were being used by them which had no foundation at all. I do 
not know why the gentlemen to my left should be so impatient when 
I utter some simple home- truths. 

As I was saying, Sir, if that Hon’ble Minister had resigned there 
would have been no occasion for us to come to office, there would have 
been no reshuffiihg of the last Cabinet. But unfortunately for him and 
fortunately for us and the whole province that was not done. They 
thought that the Chief Minister, Mr. Fazlul Huq, would be thrown to 
the wolves and could find no place in Bengal. We were then very 
disinterested spectators. We do not forget how a huge gathering was 
called by some of the members of the last Cabinet where an effigy of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq was insulted. The result was that Mr. Fazlul Huq 
came out with a large number of Muslim followers ^d offered his ha^ 
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^ ^ Oie Hindua, to the Indian Ohiistiana, to the Anglo* 

Indi^^ j, to the Buddhnrts for the purpose of building a real national 
GoTeniluent in the larger interests of*the province. Has he thereby 
coin^tted any cri|ne, has he done any urong for which he should be 
attached here, there and everywhere P My friend has said that the 
taste of the pudding is in the eating. Exactly. We had been eating 
the pudding of the last Ministry for 4^ years. Rotten and poisonous 
stuff that was ! They have been eating our pudding only for the last 
two months. We are prepared to offer them good and wholesome 
pudding and something more, if they only come and sit with us, 
especially during this dangerous time that lies in front of us. Another 
friend has complained that the Defence of India Rules have been applied 
to the Muslim League members to oppress them. I can give this 
assurance on behalf of the Cabinet that not in one single instance had 
they issued instructions that a particular member of the Muslim League 
or a particular worker should be prosecuted under the Defence of India 
Rules for giving expression to his legitimate constitutional opposition. 
What has happened during the last two months? The ex-Horae 
Minister and the ex-Finance Minister have been going about throughout 
the province holding as many as 475 meetings and the pamphlets which 
are being circulated are not only spreading venom and poison against 
Hindu-Muslim relationship but also against the Chief Minister and 
some other members of the Cabinet. We have allowed that to he done. 
We have not yet put the ex-Home Minister in the Alipore Central Jail. 
He is still free ta spread the poison. Is it then correct to say that w© 
have been carrying on proceedings under the Defence of India Rules for 
suppressing the legitimate expression of public opinion? But I know. 
Sir, where the shoe pinches. For the last 4| years there had been a 
reign of oppression. There had been repression. We know how the 
Defence of India Rules wei^ applied by the ex-Home Minister in 
matters where such application was absolutely unnecessary. The 
present instructions to take action under the Defence of India Rulea 
were issued under his auspices to the District Ofi&cers. Unfortunately, 
those Rules have now become applicable in the case of some of his own 
followers. But if that . is so, he has to thank the policy which he 
himself initiated and not blame the ijresent Home Minister or any 
particular member of the Cabinet. 

Sir, let me say this: we do not like that in this critical time we 
shall carry on discussions in this spirit. We have come to office by 
reason of our constitutional right. We have oome to office because we 
<daim that we enjoy the confidence of the vast majority of the elected 
members of the Legislature. But we do not want that the administra- 
tion of the province should be carried on in a manner which will 
suggest that the party in power is going to stifie the party in opposition 
or in a manner which is not in the best interest of the province. We* 
have got to pool our resources together. We hav^ got to think not 
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e&ly of our intexests as Hindiis or Muslims. We know tkat we xsannot 
forget that we axe Hindus or Muslims^ or Christians or Anglo-Indians, 
but we have to think mainly of*the interests of Bengal to which we rdl 
belong. This province stands to-day in need of help co-operation 
from all sections of the people. We can lay aside our mutual 
differences for the time being. The time may come again afterwards 
when we can fight our battles. But for the time being let us show 
the same spirit of combination and unity which has been shown in 
England, the same spirit that was shown when Sir Stafford Cripps who 
was almost an untouchable in the eyes of the authorities in England 
only a couple of years ago, has been summoned to-day to occupy the 
position of the Leader of the House of Commons. Let us exhibit that 
spirit of united action in this time of national danger and offer the hand 
of co-operation to all sections of the House and of the people who have a 
genuine desire to fight the enemy. Let us all work together. There 
may have been things which we had done but which you do not 
approve. Tell us what those things are, but please do not carry on a 
policy of misrepresentation and calumny. Because if you do that, you 
will invite resistance and that in a manner which you have not yet 
dreamt of. But if we co-operate, if all parties and all sections of 
opinion in the province co-operate, and there is no reason why they 
should not, then we shall be able to show that the great position which 
Bengal once occupied in the whole country can yet be recovered by 
herself for the advancement of our common national interests. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council now stands adjourned till 2-45 
p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 26th 
February, 1942. 
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Mambtra absant. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held ou the 
25th February, 1942 : — 

(1) Mr. Altaf AU. 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. N. C. Datte. 

(4) Mrs. K. D’Bozario. 

(5) Mr. E. K. Dutta. 

(6) Ehan Bahadur Alhaj Ehwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Alhaj Ehan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(9) Ehan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Ehan. 

(10) Maulana Mohd. Akram Ehan. 

(11) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(12) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(13) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerji. 

(15) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(16) Ehan Bahadur Eazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury, 

(18) Ehan Bahadur M. ShaiusuzzoLa. 

(19) Sir B. P. Singh Boy. 

(20) Baja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Session— <NOi S. 


The Council met in the I^egielative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday', the 26th February, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the eighth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mttra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

14. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether he has by now considered the reports of the Agricul- 

tural Engineer regarding reclamation of waste land in the 
hhati area ; 

(б) whether he is aware that in similar areas in the Sylhet district 

pump irrigation has been tried and found successful ; 

(c) whether he is aware that the economic deterioration has reached 
its climax in the bhati area this year where relief is being 
given on an extensive scale for protecting the lives of 
people ; 

* (d) whether he considers it desirable to order experiments in pump 
irrigation as recommended by the Agricultural ^Engineer 
during this cold weather in the said bhati area; 

(e) whether he is aware that the agricultural labourer! of b%ati 
area have been hard hit by the jute regulation and acute 
distress is previiling among them; and 

(/) what steps does he propose to take for alleviating the sufferings 
of the agricultural labourers, if jute restriction continues f 

MINIfTER in ditrgt of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibuliah Bahadur, of^ 
Daoea^i (a) The reports are under consideration o4 Government. 
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(6) I am aware that power irrigation is being tried in Sylhet, but 
I have no definite information abo^pt its success. 

(c) There has been some distress in the hhaU area and necessary 
relief is being given. 

(d) The matter is engaging the attention of Government and neces- 
sary action will be taken as soon as a decision is arrived at. 

(e) There has been some distress but the situation this yetax is 
better. 

(/) The bhati area has been given special attention this year in the 
matter of exemption from jute regulation. A very large number of 
petitions for exemption were received even after the official date and 
all these were considered with the utmost sympathy. As a result the 
area under regulation has been materially reduced and with the 
extension of the area upon which jute may be grown from 5^ annas 
to 10 annas on the regulated area, the situation of the agricultural 
labourers in this area has been very greatly improved. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when we 
may expect any decision on the report from the Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As early as possible. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In the 

printed answer in part (a) it is said “I am aware that power irrigation 
is being tried in Sylhet, but I have no definite information about its 
success’.’. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that I made over the report 
of the Agriculture Department, Assam, in respect of pump irrigation 
in Sylhet to his predecessor the then Honble Minister in charge of 
Agriculture Department? 

Tho Ncin’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULuAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not of that. Probably he has taken it away. But I shall 

looif iptoi^he imatter. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It was 

the only copy I had and I think it is with the Assistant Secretary of 
the Department. 

Sir, there has been some distress 

If’ 

Mr, FRE8IDENT: You might mention to which part of the ques- 
tion you want an answer. 
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IQlui Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl With 
regard to (e), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that great distress is 
prevailing there even now and.motre than 6,000 workers are working in 
relief works? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoaal t 

I am not aware of that. I shall make an enquiry* and certainly 1 shall 
see what can be done in the matter. 


Failure of crop in Kandi subdivition. 

i 

15. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state if he is aware that a large area in the Eandi subdivision 
of the Murshidabad district suffered this year from flood and there has 
been a failure of amnn crop? .f 

(6) Is he aware that the same area may suitably grow boro paddy 
in the low-lying land and rabi crop in the higher })art8P ^ 

(o) Have the Government taken any steps to supply them with 
seeds? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators in the area 
who suffered from failure of crop consecutively for three years (1939- 
1941) are compelled to buy boro seed at Its. 7 per uiaund and vifheat at 
Es.S and gram at Rs.5 to Rs.G per maund? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(a) The aman paddy crop was affected by flood to a certain extent only 
in Hijal area. Otherwise the <;oudition of avian paddy was much 
better than in previous years. 

(6) The lagibi crop can be grown in the higher parts, but boro |)addy 
can be grown in the low-lying area of Hijal only. . 

(c) Seeds were supplied to demonstration centres and Union !^ard 

farms for distribution. ' ’ * 

(d) No. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: It is my personal information, 
Sir, that it is not the Hijal area alone but there are other parts of 
Ehargram thana that were affected by the flood and consequently the 
aman paddy was destroyed. Will the Hon’ble Minister be kind enough' 
to make a further enquiry? , 
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My next question, Sir, is as to ike distribution of bono paddy seed. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any demonstration 
centre distributed any boro paddy sfieds in the affected areaa of Elhar- 
gram thanaP 

These two points I would request the Hon’ble Minister to answer, 

Sir. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It is my information. Sir, and it is also given in the printed answer 
that the affected area was only Hijal. But if, as the honourable 
member says, there are other affected areas, I shall certainly look into 
the matter. 

Secondly, Sir, with regard to the distribution of seeds, I shall most 
certainly make an enquiry. 

Arial Bil Elaotion. 

16. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
•f the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to— 

(i) the printed manifesto addressed to cultivators of Arial 
Bil by the District Magistrate of Dacca, dated the 5th 
September, 1941, 

0 

(it) the printed appeal issued by the Secretary, Congress 
Arial Bil Committee, dated Bhadra 26, 1348 B.S., 

(mV) the rules framed by the Collector of Dacca for regulat- 
ing elections of Committees about Arial Bil, and 

(tv) the printed appeal (in booklet form) issued by the Secre- 
tary, Congress Arial Bil Committee, dated Aswin 27, 
1848; 

(h) whether it is a fact that— 

^ ^ (i) the cultivators have expressed their suspicion about the 
accuracy of the basis of the revised assessment rate of 
10 annas per bigha of cultivated land in the numerous 
mass petitions addressed to the Ministry, and 

(it) there has been interference with the Arial Bil elections 
by officials; and 

(o) what action do the Government contemplate in order to* resolve 
the existing deadlock and improve the administration in 
" the affairs of Arial Bil so^ as to place the sdieme on ah: 

efficient basisP 
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tlM Hon'IHt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahaBur, af DaooM 

(o) (t) to (Hi) Yes. 

(iv) and (b) (it) No. 

(6) (i) Some petitions were received and tlie matter is being dealt 
with by the Collector. 

(c) Does not arise at present. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIRs Arising out of {a)(iv), will the Hon’bli 
Minister kindly enquire whether this printed appeal has since been 
brought to the notice of the proper authorities now — at least after the 
receipt of notice of this question? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahailur, off DaDoai 

Most certainly, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (b)(i), is it not a fact 
that some of these petitions are against the accuracy of the aasesement 
made by the District Collector himself? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur; off Daooa: 

May be so, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly make 
an enquiry into the matter and see that the grievances of the cultivators 
are met? 

Tho Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, off Daooa: 

I shall do so, Sir. I shall be going to Dacca very soon and I shall most 
certainly see the area in question and T shall make an enquiry into thb 
matter myself. 


, Cultivation of sugaroano in Kandi. 

51 A. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Departtnent be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the cultivators in tfie Kandi subdivi* 
sion grow sugarcane for making molasses (y«r) for their own use? 

(b) Is it a fact that they could not plant and grow sugarcane this 
year on account of want of irrigation water as all tanks were dried up 
for failure of rain in 1940? 

(c) Is it a fact that the previous crop which was mostly CO 213 
suffered from disease and it failed? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators in this area 

plant sugarcane in March- April? • 
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: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on account of the failure 

of the main crop (aman paddy) last year they were much distressed? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister, under the circumstances, propose to 
make arrangements to supply them with sugarcane cuttings of some 
other variety in March-April free of charge or at a nominal price? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kbaraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

ia) Yes, in small areas. 

(h) Yes, in some places. 

(c) The crop failed only in some places where the cultivators neg- 
lected the advice of the department about the proper method of 
growing. 

(d) Yes, but it has been demonstrated to the cultivators that sugar- 
cane planted in November and December gives better results than that 
planted in March-April. 

(e) There was partial failure of aman paddy. 

(/) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is a Tank Irrigation scheme of Government? 

The Non’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahaBur, of Dacca: 

Yes, there is one such. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Does he know that the district 
pf Murshidabad is one of the districts that is expected to be benefited 
by that scheme? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Probably so. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I expect a definite answer 
from the Hon’blfr Minister. ‘Trobably” is not the answer that I 
expected from him. 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

This does not fall exactly within the sphere of my department; so I 
could not give any definite reply. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may fall under ''Bevenue’% 
but I will just draw your attention. Sir, to the fact that, when tlio 
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Hon’ble Minister undertook to reply to this question, it was his duty 
to &idi out whether there is such a scheme or not and as a matter of 
fact, Sir, there is the provision of a l|ikh of .rupees in the budget for 
the purpose. As Minister in charge of “Agriculture” it was his duty 
to know on what scheme that money was going to be spent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It seems that Sir 
Bijoy knows more on the point than the Hon’ble Minister to whom this 
question has been put. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 am not giving the reply. 
I am trying to elicit information. Don’t try to defend the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge, please. 


Directors of Agriculture and Industries. 

51B. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) for how long the present Directors of Agriculture and Industries 
have been holding their respective posts; 

(h) when they will complete their term of office; 

(c) whether ordinarily the heads of departments hold office for 

five years only; 

(d) if the reply to j)art (c) be in the affirmative, whether above 

posts have been advertised calling for application from 
qualified candidates; 

(e) for how long the Special Officer, Water-hyacinth, has been 

holding his post and what are his duties; 

(/) if he has any schemes; 

• (g) for how many days he toured during the last 12 months and 
in which districts; 

(h) what are the duties of the Agricultural Engineer; and 

(t) if the Government have sanctioned any of his schemes within 
the last 3 years and has any of them materialised? 

The Hon’ble Newab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(a) Since the 16th January, 1937, and the 2nd January, 1937, 
respectively. 

(b) Ordinarily the officers will continue to hold the posts till the age 
of superannuation. 

(c) No. 
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(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The post was created in December 1939. The present incumbent 
has been holding it since the 3rd September, 1941. 

The main duties of the officer are to make enquiries into the water* 
hyacinth problems in large bil areas of the province and to assist the 
District Authorities in surveying, planning and drawing up of schemes 
for the destruction of water-hyacinth. 

(f) No. The schemes were drawn up by District Officers. 

(g) Between December, 1940, and November, 1941, the Special 
Officer toured for C9 days in the districts of Nadia, Rajshahi, Pabna, 
Dinajpur, Faridpur and Rangpur. 

(h) A statement showing the duties is laid on the table. 

(t) Yes. 


Statement referred in reply to part (h) of the Council Question No. 5 IB. 

List showing the duties of the Agricultural Engineer, Bengal. 

(1) The preparations of plans and estimates for the construction of 
dams and leads for flow irrigation in Western Bengal. 

(2) Supervision of construction work referred to at (1). 

(3) Survey of water levels in Bengal with reference to tube-well 
irrigation. 

(4) Experimental sinking of tube-wells. 

(5) Supervision and sinking of tube-wells in areas found suitable. 

(6) Maintenance of well machinery. 

(7) Excavation and re-excavation of Tchals in Eastern Bengal. 
Preparation of estimates and supervision of work. 

(8) Experiments with lifting machinery in Bengal. . 

(9) Maintenance of machinery installed. 

(10) Maintenance of farm machinery, tractors, ploughs, engines, 
threshers, pumps, etc. 

(11) Construction of farm machinery suitable for Bengal, such as 
ploughs, drills, 6to. 

(12) Training of apprentices in management of machinery, tractor, 
etc. 

(13) Preparation and erection of small irrigation schemes. . 

(14) Supervision of practical training of the students of the Bengal 
Agricultural Institute in his workshop and supervision of teaching in 
Agi^cultural Engin^ring. 
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libii BahWlur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAINs With 
lefcorcaice to (5), will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the usual 
procedure? Is it that the officers are retained in the same place till 
they retire? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dhaott 

Usually so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: What 

is lihe special reason for which they are being retained in these posts 
for more than 5 years? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Due to war emergency it is not possible to get suitable officers to replace 
them. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (/), the reply is not to the point. I had asked how many 
schemes the water-hyacinth officer has prepared. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I want notice for that. 

Mri HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the post of the 
Director of Agriculture or the Director of Industries is a special post 
from which he cannot be transferred to any other district? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur of Daooa: 

That is also true. 

Memorial from the people of 8ankerpur. 

• 

6< Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chawdhury): («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the villagers of Sankerpur and other adjoining villages 
of police-station Narail, district Jessore, submitted a memorial signed 
by about 300 persons of the said villages, dated the 7th January, 1942, 
addressed to the Hon’ble Minister? If so, what were the contents of 
the memorial? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any actions have since been taken or 
intended to be taken by the Government in the matter? If so, what 
are they? If not, why not? 
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MIHI8TER in chargn of tho PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu). A copy of the memorial, is laid in the Library. 

(6) The local bodies concerned are primarily responsible for the 
matters raised in the memorial. Government have, however, rendered 
or propose to render the following assistance : — 

(1) Provision has been made in the rural water-supply programme 
of the district for a tube well in the village of Sankerpur. It is proposed 
to sink this tube well out of the current year’s provincial grant for rural 
water-supply. 

(2) The Assistant Director of Public Health, Malaria Besearch, 
visited Sankerpur and other villages in the district of Jessore on the 
8th December, 1841. A malaria treatment centre was opened by the 
District Board of Jessore with the help of an epidemic doctor deputed 
by the Director of Public Health at Fanjarkhali which is just on the 
other side of the river opposite Chandibarpur village and is also badly 
affected with malaria. One doctor was deputed by the Director of 
Public Health to carry out aijiti-malaria work in the locality for two 
months from the 23rd September, 1941. On the expiry of his term, 
another doctor has been appointed for three months from the 28th 
November, 1941, and has been instructed to look after two malaria treat- 
ment centres, one at Sankerpur-ci/w-Chandibarpur and the other at 
Panjarkhali. Quinine products were also supplied by the Director of 
Ptiblic Health for free distribution to the patients. 

(3) Government are prepared to consider a proposal if and when 
received, for a recurring grant towards a permanent dispensary after 
it is established by the local bodies concerned or the local people, in 
accordance with their policy of assisting in the maintenance of rural 
dispensaries. 

Point of Privilege arising out of A. R. P. Measures. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise on a question bf 
privilege. In view of the very serious war situation in the Far East, 
specially in Burma, I would like to know if the Government are 
prepared to take the House into confidence and inform the House as 
regards details of the A. E. P. measures that they have adopted so 
far as Calcutta and its suburbs are concerned. I think the public are 
getting very impatient and nervous and it will certainly reassure the 
public if the House is taken into confidence and is informed of the 
measures adopted or are proposed to be taken, if necessary, in a secret 
session of the House. 

The Hon’llto Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, on the last 
o<;0asion when this inatter camef up for consideration in connection with 
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the discussion, some information was given by me to the House. 

As I had then an opportunity of laj'ing before the House in some detail 
the steps that have been taken in this regard, I do not know if my 
honourable friend Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is anxious to get more 
details than were possible for me to give then. If that is so, then I shall 
welcome such an opportunity. This information can be given to him 
personally, or if he insists upon the matter being discussed over again 
in this House, I shall be prepared to accommodate the House. The 
question of a secret session may be decided upon by the appropriate 
authority. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I greatly appreciate the 
reassuring reply given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Defence. There is no question of supplying the information to me 
personally. My suggestion is that the iiiftumation should be supplied 
to all the members of the House — to the House as a whole, so that the 
public outside may be reassured through the discussion. We will 
certainly welcome further and more detailed information than was 
supplied to the House in course of the budget discussion. The position 
with regard to Calcutta should be more clearly explained — that is my 
proposal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 8ir, I am parti- 
cularly anxious to take the public into confidence and whenever I get 
an opportunity in public meetings to inform the audience as to what 
steps have been taken, I turn it to the best possible advantage. But 
I thought that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy’s request was for a secret 
session. That does not seem to me to be quite consistent with taking 
the public into confidence as he now suggests. We cannot have a 
secret session and at the same time dole out information to the public 
through the agency of a secret session. May I know definitely what 
he wants — whether it is a secret session for the members of the House 
or fuller details of the A. R. P. and civil defence measures that the 
Ministry are going to adopt ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What Sir Bijoy Prasad wants to know is: if 
Government feels the necessity of having a secret session where they 
may disclose fuller details about A. R. P., in that case only he would 
.welcome a secret session. I would suggest, however, that Government 
must be given some time to consider w'hether they may agree to the 
proposal. I think it is l)etter to leave the question now at that. If 
the Hon’ble Minister after mature deliberation considers that it will 
be useful to have a secret session, a secret session may be arranged. 

Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, in my request for infor- 
mation I made it quite clear that if if was considered necessary l|y 
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Government then and then only a session might be held, for I thought 
that it might be difficult and inexpedient also to place all the detaila 
of the measures before the House unless there was a secret session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I shall certainly 
consider that proposal, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in this connection 
may I suggest that A. B. P. measures should be taken also in respect 
of all the danger zones? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I request that the case of Chittagong 
may also be taken into consideration? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, may I draw your attention to the fact that on some very important 
State business the nature of which I am not authorised to disclose, I 
have to leave Calcutta for some time? As I shall not be able to 
be present in the House to-morrow, which is a non-official day, 
may I request that with your permission one of my honourable 
colleagues may be allowed to reply to the resolution of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain which stands second in the list of 
to-morrow’s resolutions and relates to the Agriculture Department? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly. But it is quite possible that the 
honourable member who has given notice of this resolution may not 
move it at all in view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department will be absent to-morrow. But if he 
insists on moving his resolution, any other Minister may speak on 
behalf of the Minister for Agriculture. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think it 
will do if any other Hon’ble Minister speaks on the Nawab Bahadur’s 
behalf. t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the Order Paper is discus- 
sion of Supplementary Estimates. I may inform the House that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister is away on a very urgent call of duty else- 
where. It is for the Leader of the House to say if this item should 
be taken up to-day or be postponed to a further date. 

The Hon*Mc Mr. M. ABDUL KARIM: I suggest that it may be 
convenient for the House as well as for the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
if this matter is postponed to a future date. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The discussion on Supplementary Estimates is 
postponed. • 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the Order Paper is the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Tbs Hon’bls Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 
1941, as reported by the Select Committee, be considered, clause by 
clause. 

0 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Bill is already before the 
House. 


Clause 1. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

. Mfi NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in clause 1 of the Bill, 
in sub-clause (i), for the figures ‘*1941** in line 2, the figures “1042** 
be substituted. 

Sir, the need for this amendment is obvious and I hope it will be 
accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 1 of the 
Bill, in sub-clause (/), for the figures “1941** in line 2, the figures 
“1942** be substituted. 

The question before the House is: that in clause 1 of the Bill, in 
sub-clause (i), for the figures “1941** in line 2, the figures “1942** be 
substituted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. R. W. N. FERGUSON: I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas “and the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the O^ial Gazette, extend the 
remaining provisions of this Act** in lines 2, 3 and 4, the words “and 
the remaining provisions of this Act shall extend** be substituted. 

Sir, section lA provides for notification in the Offi^jial 0<szette 
declaring any area in industrial area for the purposes of this Act. 
If therefore any particular area is declared an industrial area under 
section lA, the provisions of the Act should automatically apply to 
tiiat arra. . 
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The second notification required under sub-section {2) of section 
1 — which moreover may or may not be given at the diseretionoof the 
Provincial Government — appeafs entirely unnecessiaiy alBid for this 
reason*! commend this amendment to the HouW for favourable 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas the Provincial 

Government may, by notification in Oficial Gflurettoi* exrond the remain- 
ing provisions of this Act” in lines 2, 3 and 4, the words “and the 

remaining provisions of this Act shall extend” be substituted. 

% 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 have 
much pleasure in accepting the amendment. In the first place, this is 
a more artistic way of putting the thing and in the second place, the 
amendment woiild obviate the necessity of issuing the notification 
twice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas “and the 
Provincial Government may, by notification in the Offi,cidl Gazette^ 
extend the remaining provisions of this Act” in lines 2, 3 and 4, the 
words “and the remaining provisions of this Act shall extend” be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qiiestion before the House is: that clause 
1, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that sub-clause (b) of 
clause 2 of the Bill be deleted. Sub-clause 2(b) runs as follows: — 

Any person found “disguised in any manner mth intent to commit 
any criminal act;”. 

Sir, it is a very wide and very pernicious provision. It saye 
any person “disguised in any manner with intent to cottimit any 
criminal act”. If this is enacted into law any and every person can 
be apprehended if he is found as described in any dwelling-house or 
^ther building. This will take away the security of a ho\j|8d, the 
sanctity of the house in which the person in question happens to 
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reilittixL and any police officer can go there and arrest any pelraon on 
tihs flea that the former thinks that the latter is disguising himself 
with intent to jj^ommit any theft. Sif, it is a very very wide provision 
I say again, and I think it should not he enacted; so I want to omit 
this sub-claiue. 


Khan Bahadhr NAZiRUbDiN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose this 
amendment. '^'7'hV Bill clause embodies one of the fundamental 
principles of Ihe’^Bill and the sub-clause which is attempted to be 
removed, says that^ if any person is disguising himself in such a 
manner as to commit a criminal act, he is to be apprehended and dealt 
with under this clause. This has a counter-part in section 109 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure which is only preventive. This 
provision has further been bodily taken from section 32 of a very old 
Act, Act IV of 1866, the Calcutta Police Act, and thus there is nothing 
new or revolutionary in these provisions. In Calcutta as well as in the 
industrial areas, thefts occur on an abnormal scale at the present time. 
In these circumstances, the provision being a fundamental part of the 
Bill, and the evil being one of the mischiefs which this Bill proposes 
to check, it is not possible to accept the amendment in this way. So, 
I beg to oppose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I 
beg to support the amendment which has been moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Sir, my friend opposite has already pointed out that there 
is a corresponding section in the Criminal Procedure Code, namely, 
section 109, and I take it, Sir, that section applies to all places in 
Bengal and as such I ask, Sir, what is the necessity of including 
separately a similar provision hereP It iseems to be redundant. For 
that reason also it should be deleted. 

* The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose 
the amendment, because the emphasis has to be laid not on the 
previous part of the sentence but on the latter portion, namely, “if 
that disguise is with intent to commit any criminal act". That point 
has been overlooked. In section 109 Criminal Procedure Code that 
is also there. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then why 
this duplication? 

Kllpll Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That is merely preven- 
tive whereas Uiis is punitive. • ^ 
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Mr^ PRESIDENT! The queiUion ..before the House is: ‘^at s^b* 

clause (&) of clause 2 of the Bill he deleted. ' ^ 

* 

(The^amendment was negatived.) 't V 

Mrt NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 df the 
Bill, in sub-clause (c), after the word “whatsoever” in line 1, the 
words “in any industrial area” be inserted. * * 

Sir, to remove vagueness, the insertion of these wofds is necessary. 
Of course, I am conscious of the fact that* this il^ill will apply only 
to industrial areas. All the same, the language shduld be specific to 
indicate specifically where these provisions will apply. . . 


' Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, in sub-clause (c), after the word “whatsoever” in line 1, the 
wojds “in any industrial area” be inserted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to submit 
that this amendment is not necessary. It is already provided in 
clause 1, sub-clause (2) that the provisions of this Act will apply to 
areas which are declared to be industrial areas within the meaning 
of section 1(a). In these circumstanofts, any other building means any 
other building included within an industrial area. So, there is no 
need for a separate provision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause (c), after the word “whatsoever” 
in line 1, the words ^“in any industrial area”, be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of tiie 
Bill, all the words beginning with “or any person having in his 
possession” in lines 16 and 17 and ending with “any implement of 
house-breaking” in line 19, be deleted. 

Sir, the Bill-clause says “any person having in his possession, 
without lawful mccuse (the proof of which excuse shall be on such 
person) any implement of house-breaking”, etc. Now, if this sub- 
clause is considered in all its implications, it will be seen that it seeks 
to give a verf wide power to the police ; more so, when the definition of 
“house-breaking implement” is not given. The police can an^ 
body who possesses a house-breaking implement. So, for the siike of 
indindual liberty and also for the rrason that the 
harass anybody and everybody, I have moved mis ammchnnalt ^ 
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lilV PRESIDENTS Amendment moved: that in danse 2 of the 
Bill, All the words beginning with *^ot any person having in his 
possession” in lines 16 and 17 and ending with ”any implement of 
house-breaking*’ in line 19, be deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD* Sir, I beg to oppose 
this amendment. There is nothing new in it. It has been borrowed 
bodily from section 32 of Bengal Act IV of I8G6 where it is laid down: 
‘‘any person having in his possession without lawful excuse (the proof of 
which excuse shall be on such person) any implement of house-breaking”. 
If this provision is now deleted, the result will lie that a person having 
a previo\is conviction for theft w’ill be free to move about in the 
industrial areas with implements of house-breaking and the police will 
not be able to che(*k their movements. That is the reason why this 
provision has been inserted. If w-e delete this, it will be doing away 
with the utility of the Bill altogether. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, it is very much amusing to find Khan 
Bahadur Nadruddin Ahmad opposing this amendment on such a 
flimsy ground. The reason which he has put forward is that this 
provision has been taken from Afd IV of 1866. That reason is not very 
cogent. It is most unfortunate that he has not given any other reason 
save and except reading that portion of the Act of 1866. Now, Sir, 
the implement of house-breaking has not been defined. We do not 
know what is called a house-breaking implement. Had it been defined 
in the Act, the question would have been different. It is on the 
ground of the vagueness of this provision that I support Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, as a Public 
Prosecutor, Mr. Kader Baksh knows very well — in fact perhaps better 
than any other member <»f this House — that this expression ‘‘iraple- 
mepts of house-breaking” has been used so often and in so many 
various Acts and yet it has not been anywhere defined. Sir, the 
Legislature has always thought that there must be room in the 
legal brain for a little common sense. Probably, in that view of 
the case, the Legislature never thought it fit to define what is an 
implement of house-breaking. That has to be judged according to 
the circumstances of the case. With these few words, I oppose the 
amendment moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is; that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, all the words beginning with ‘‘or any person 
having in his possession” in lines 16 and 17 and ending with ’any 
implement of house-breaking” in line 19, be deleted. 

.(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mfa NUR AHMEDs Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of tbe 
Bill, after the words “any police officer’’ in line 20, the words “not 
below the rank of a sub-inepectpr of police’* be inserted. 

Sir, .1 think that the insertion of these words is very necessary. 
In the Bill very wide powers have been given to the police officers. 
They have to judge every case and arrive at some decision as a result 
of which they can apprehend a man. Sir, I do lyot think that 
the ordinary constable who is quite an illiterate person, will be able 
to arrive at any impartial decision. The result will be that they will 
be able to harass anybody and everybody under the provisions of this 
Bill. It is, therefore, necessary that at least police officers not below 
the rank of sub-inspectors of police only should be given that power, 
so that the power may not be misused. In this view of the case, I 
commend this important amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, after the words “any police officer’’ in line 20, the words “not 
below the rank of a sub-inspector of police’’ be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose 
the amendment. I would ask the honourable mover to refer to the 
relevant section in the Police Act from which this clause has been 
bodily taken and also to section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
and then see for himself whether the proposition he makes, namely, 
that no police officer below the rank of a sub-inspector of police can be 
invested with the power of arrest — whether that position can be 
maintained for one moment. Does my friend think that Government 
should employ 60,000 sub-inspectors of police just to keep watch over 
the movements of these thieves P It is ordinarily done by a police 
officer. Any police constable may take him into custody and bring 
him without unnecessary delay before a magistrate having jurisdiction, 
for trial. Therefore, there is no need for apprehension and in fact 
the constabla is simply to take the man from the place of occurrenice 
where he is found to the house of a magistrate or to the court. This 
is what is always done. What my honourable friend suggests vir- 
tually amounts to this that every sub-inspector of police or assistant 
sub-inspector of police should be watching every corner of an industrial 
area, for there is no knowing when a thief is going to commit an 
offence. That, Sir, is an impossible . proposition which cannot be 
accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House ie:' that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “any police officer’’ in line 20, 
the words “not below the rank of a sub-inspector of police’’ be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. KADER BAK8H: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 
I am yery sorry that I spoke from the front bench. I had no intention 
of going over to the front bench to s^ieak, but I went there at the 
request of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. Sir, it is very inconvenient 
for me to speak from here and also I cannot hear what is said from 
the other side, from the back bench. I would therefore request you 
to take steps to change my present seat. I cannot hear from this seat 
and it is also very difficult for you. Sir, and the honourable members 
of the House to hear when I speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* It is the duty of the Chair to allot particular 
seats to members. If any member wants to catch the eye of the Chair, 
he must rise from the seat allotted to him. In this <*a8e, the Chair 
thought that the honourable member belonged to tbe Coalition 
Party. 

The question before the House is : that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 of the Bill, 
for the words “six months” wherever they occur, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 

Sir, this clause relates to the penalty of imprisonment. In the 
original Bill, the words were “three month.s”. But in the Select 
Committee, the words have been changed to “six months”. Now, Sir, 
the modern tendency of penology is to reform the prisoners and to 
shorten the period of imprisonment. But to my great surprise in the 
Selett Committee the period of imprisonment has been increased from 
3 to 6 months. I only want to restore the original penalty of 3 months' 
imprisonment. Six months would be too drastic and too long. So, I 
have proposed this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of the 
Bill, for the words “six months” wherever they occur, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I oppose the 
amendment, Sir. The Select Committee recommended the increase of 
punishment from three months to six months in view of the fact that 
the temptation to commit crime and the facilities to*do so are so easy 
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in the industrial areas that unless some deterrent punishment is given, 
the ends of justice will not be met. I refer the honourable mover of 
the amendment, however, to ^^ction 411 of the Indian , Penal Code 
where it is laid down that whoever dishonestly receives or retains any 
stolen property shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend 
to three years. I think he would then agree that six months’ imprison- 
ment is not at all drastic. So, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in 
clause f3 of the Bill, for the words “six months” wherever they occur, 
the words “three months” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
3 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause lA, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that clause 
lA stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that tht 
Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hoffi*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I move 
that the Bill, as settled in the Goucil, be passed. „ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill^ 1942, as settled in the Council, 
be passed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for the 
Third Beading of this Bill. Sir, if this Bill is placed on the Statute 
Book, it will restrict the liberty of many citizens. We never expected 
that a Bill of this nature would emanate from a Ministry which is 
proclaiming itself to be a progressive one. Sir, there might have been 
some justification if this Bill had been presented to this House by a 
bureaucratic Oovernment but a (government, whose profession is that 
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it is based on progressive ideas, has now placed this Bill before this 
House. Sir, I suggested some amendments which, if accepted, would 
have minimised the evil effects of this Bill but the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of this Bill who has got an intimate knowledge of the 
working of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code, opposed 
every amendment moved by me. This Bill, if placed on the Statute 
Book in the present form, will operate very harshly. Supposing an 
innocent man is by an accident found during the prohibited period 
of the day, t.e., between sunset and sunrise, in any of the places 
described in clause 2(o), he may be hauled up on a charge of theft 
and any constable can apprehend him and take him, in the words of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge, to the Magistrate; but that Magistrate, 
unfortunately for the poor man, may at the time be staying some 
thousands of miles away. For nothing the liberty of the man is to 
be curtailed and after some days, it may be, he will l)e taken before 
the Magistrate who may or may not release him on bail. In any case, 
this is a very wide provision in these days of enlightenment, in these 
days of individual liberty, when there is the cry that as far as possible 
no restrictions should be placed on any man. As I have said, I think 
this provision is very wide in its application. There is another provi- 
sion that any person previously convicted of theft, if he happens to 
be — may be on some genuine business — on board a vessel anywhere 
and if when a police constable merely suspects that he has stolen, he 
can be arrested at once. That is also a very wide and sweeping pro- 
vision. Sir, under the circumstances, I cannot desi’ribe the Bill that 
is going to be placed on the Statute Book of Bengal as a Black Bill. 1 
opposed this Bill at the outset when it was going to be introduced and 
again to-day at the final stage of the Bill I have opposed it and I also 
appeal to the House to reject this Bill. 

Mr. J. B. R088: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support the Third 
Reading of this Bill. The coal trade of Bengal are very grateful 
indeed to the new Ministry for again bringing forward the Bill which 
vfas actually introduced under the aegis of the old Ministry. We have 
pressed for this legislation more in the nature of a temporary measure 
than as a permanent amendment of the Criminal Law. Our reasons 
are that times are abnormal just now and what in the ordinary course 
of events would not attract the common thief, at present constitutes 
a very great attraction to him owing to the ready sale which 
he can obtain for the material and the very high price which he can 
secure for it in what I might describe as the Black Market. For 
instance, an ordinary brass rod would be beneath the notice of an 
ordinary thief in the ordinary way, because it sells at about 6 to 7 annas 
a pound; but to-day it will fetch a sum somewhere in the region of 
Rs. 2 to Rs. per lb. and is therefore something worth while taking 
notice of. Under the law as it stands, the onus is on the owner of 
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the property, — the owner who has been plundered, — to prove that the 
property in possession of the thief is in fact his. Now, you can realise 
just exactly how difficult it is for any colliery manager to prove, for 
instance, that a particular piece of brass was taken out of his colliery 
or stores and is the property of his concern. In fact, it is quite 
impossible but nonetheless the amount of theft that has been going on 
over the past 18 months and the extent to which these thefts are 
developing have necessitated our appealing to Government for protec- 
tion and the Bill which is now before the House does, we consider, 
give us that protection. Chittagong, unfortunately, is not what 
might be accurately described as an industrial area and therefore I 
cannot expect my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed to understand 
the real implications of this Bill or to give up his political tenets and 
beliefs in favour of passing something which will be an indirect 
assistance to the war effort. I again strongly support this Bill and 
would request the Hon’ble Minister at the earliest possible moment 
after the Bill becomes law to have it applied to the industrial areas 
lying in and around the coal fields where protection is most urgently 
required. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I rise 
to oppose the passing of the Third Reading of this Bill and it is for 
this reason. Sir, I quite understand the Ijeader of the European 
Group saying that it is necessary that persons stealing properties which 
could not be properly identified should be confined and imprisoned. 
But what about the provision in the Bill w’here it says that “persons 
disguised in any manner with intent to commit any criminal act” 
shall be punished. An ordinary constable has been given the power 
to detain anybody found in that disguised condition assuming that 
his intention w^as to steal. On the evidence of the constable alone that 
person can be convicted and sent to jail for 6 months. This is rather 
giving a very wide pow^er to the police. Of course we did not, I 
personally did not, oppose the introduction of the Bill but Mr. Ni\r 
Ahmed did. But w’e had a mind to ask tj^e last Ministry, if they had 
been in power, to delete some of the provisions of the Bill where wide 
powers are sought to be given to the ordinary constables. Under 
section 109 of the Criminal Pro('edure Code, a person found in disguise 
may be asked to furnish a security, and if he fails to furnish the 
securify he will be put in prison. And over and above that, we do 
not see what is the necessity of introducing a thing like this. I quite 
understand what the Ijeader of the European Group says in respect of 
the arrest of a person being found with property which cannot be 
properly identified, and arrested by any police officer including a 
constable, I do not at all understand why such a drastic provision 
should be necessary against persons supposed to be disguised when 
there ie already section 109 for dealing with them. In this view of 
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the case, I think it is my duty to ofter my opposition to the passing of 
the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 am 
thankful for the support 1 have g»)t from all quarters of the 

House, except from the mover of the amendment and his 

supporter the honourable the Leader of the Opposition, Khan 

Bahadur Saiyed MuazKumuddin Hosain. Sir, 1 know that there are 

some people who have got a strong imagination and people with a 
strong imagination as a rule see more devils than tlie vast hell e.an hold. 
As a matter of fact, tliey are seldom prepared to face the reality of 
the situation. All the same, 1 was astonislu'd t<i find that Mr. Nur 
Ahmed had east a fling at the new Ministry a.s to how under a 
progressive Ministry an Act like this — a Black Act as he called it, — 
could be placed on the Statute Book. As a matter of fact, if mj 
friend goes through the report of the Selecrt (’ommittee, he will find 
that Sir Nazirauddin was in charge of this Bill when it was introduced 
and further that he was the (Uiairman of tlie Select (Nmunittee which 
considered the provision relating to enhancement of the sentence from 
three months to six months. The mover of the amendment will also 
find tliat the report of the Select Committee was unanimous and it is 
upon that unanimous i-eport of the Selci-t ('ommiltee that the present 
Ministry, this progressive Ministry, has thought fit to take action. 
That we are justified in oar a<‘tion will appear fnmi the fact that 
everybody in this House agrees with the Bill except two honourable 
members only. 1 think that Mr. Kader Baksh, who raised his faint 
opposition I should say, was also a memlier who «*onsi«lered the Bill in 
Select Committee and signed their report. However, Sir, .1 must 
express my gratitude to the H<uise for giving a rather easy ]>assage to 
the Bill and I hope that it will be of much service and use in the 
industrial and railway workshop areas for wliich this Bill has been 
primarily intended. As the Leader of the Euroj»ean Croup has pointed 
out^ these are abnormal times, and I do not wish to go t>yer the same 
ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question before the H<»use is: that the 
Bengal Criminal Law' (In<lii'.strial Areas Amemlment) Bill, BHI, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Counctil now' stands adjourned till 
2-46 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjoununeiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Friday, the 27tb 
February, 1942. 
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|W QUESTIONS AND AN^WEES. 

which can 1)6 solved satisfactorUy only by India. A certain measure 
of cclitrol regional basis id however in contemplation. In sugar 
there has perhaps been some pi^fiteering, but the initiative for action 
rests with the United Frounces and Bihar which are the principal 
prodSQcing centres. Coal, ’totton yani and cotton cloth present special 
difficulties and the Government of Ibdia are at present engaged in 
co-operation with t|ie provinces in working out certain measures which, 
it is hoped, would afford at least temporary relief. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that coal is being sold 
now at the rate of Es. 1-12 per maundP ^ 

^ The Hon’ble Khan BahaBur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is due to 
the fact that railway wagons are being principally used for the 
industrial and other purposes and not for domestic needs. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this answer was prepared? Does it refer to present 
week or previous week? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As far as I 

remember, it was prepared in the first week of this month. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, the answer in part (a) 
says that the prices of rice and coarse cotton cloth have in fact been 
falling. But will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the 
price of a pair of dhoti which was Es. 2-7 early in January last is now 
Es. 3-12? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have no 
information on the point. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly make an enquiry in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The prices are 
so very fluctuating daily that it is impossible to give exactly the price 
with reference to any particular date. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN 8||f : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ibe pleased to state what is Ibe ^Control iben that the Government are 
exercising foi;^ keeping down the prices to a reasonable basis ? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I hope the 
honourable member knows that the controlling of prices does not mean 
bringing dowpr the price. It means that the price should keep a parity 
with the prevailing condition of the country. 
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|Nti tahili AATINORA MOtlAN UN S Does it%ear e reasefoable 

pio|liortion like otker commodities in the province? ^ 

» 

Tli« Khan Bahadur M. ABpVL^KARIM: Yes. That is 

meant by control. ^ “ 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SjEN: Is there'really any relotion 
between the prices of other commodities and the price of cotton g^ds 
which are now prevalent? 

The HMi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM i Yes, the officers 

of the Price Control Department ore busy almost daily checking any 
abnormal rise. ^ 

I 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: In view of the importance 
of this subject will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make a statement 
and issue it to the press to allay the misgivings of the public? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, I have 

had a full report of the situation and I will consider the desirability of 
publishing that report. I also get weekly reports and fortnightly 
reports. How long, at what intervals, shall I go on publishing these 
reports P 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I sugge.st every fortnight. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I will consider 

the desirability of giving publicity to the.se reports. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
e:uimine the desirability of publishing these reports every fortnight? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I will consider 
that. ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I na.smuch as the printed answer 
according to the Hon’ble Minister was prepared in the first week of 
February and it is now the last week of the month, will the Hon’ble^ 
Minister be pleased to make a further statement regarding the prices 
of these necessaries of life? ' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ||. ABDUL KARIM: I desire to make 
a fortnightly statement on the floor of this House to remove all 
uneasiness about that matter: I mean about the question of price. I 
propose to do that fortnightly. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: tVp the Hon'ble Minister kindly 
remember that the session may not continne so long? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: WeU, in that 
case, if you consider it necessary I may consider the suggestion and 
see if I can get the things published in the newspapers. 

h 

Notices of amendments to Non-ofRoial Bills. 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May I crave 
your indulgence, Sir, to give notice of three amendments irith regard 
to three Bills, that I shall move at the current session of the Council 
to the motion for reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Land 
Alienation Bill, 19d0, by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
M.L.C., the amendment that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose 
of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1943; 
exactly the same amendment in respect of the Court Fees (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1941, by Mr. Nur Ahmed, m.l.c., and the same (to 
circulate the Bill not recirculate as in the case of the other two amend- 
ments) in respect of the Bengal Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 1941, 
by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, M.n.c.? 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, may I rise on a point 
of privilege? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, what is your point of privilege? 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: The privilege is this, Sir. 
AVe put in a number of questions ft>r being answered during the last 
session but we find that not many but only one or two of them are being 
tinsg'ered daily in this House during the present session. May w'e 
en(j.uire, Sir, when the remaining questions would be answered and if 
they are going to be answered at all in this session? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Pie use w'rite a letter to the Secretary and 
ascertain the facts and after that if necessary, raise this point. First 
write to the office to know when the answers are due and you would 
get a reply. The House will now take up comsideration of the uon- 
official resolutions. 


Non-official Resolutions. 

The Hon'blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: With regard to the 
first item. Sir, may I request that it might be idlowed to stand over as 
the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee is not able attend the 
House to-day. ^ 
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' Hft PRESIDENT: The firet item on the Order Paper, namely, 
the partly discussed resolution which stands in^ the name of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzainuddin Hosaiif is postponed till the next non- 
official day. The Khan Bahadur may now move the next resolution 
which also stands in his name. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Sir, I beg to move — 

That this Council is of opinion that industrial firms be started by 
the Government with young men troined by the Industrial 
Department and necessary money be secured for the purpose 
by floating shares with guaranteed dividend. 

Sir, I think I need hardly say much to commend this resolution to 
the acceptance of the House, as I believe the whole House is in agree- 
ment with me that something for the industrial development of the 
country should be done without any unnecessary delay. So far, I 
should say, Sir, that w’e have been only shilly-vshallying with the 
problem of industrial development. Our Department of Industries has 
been going on in its old and antiquated way and there have been no 
new schemes to give real impetus for the industrial regeneration of the 
country. Young men who have been trained by the department itself 
are seeking employment as clerks and otherwise in various firms and 
offices. Most of them do not take up the industries in which they have 
been trained for their avocation in life. Therefore, really this training 
becomes a waste to the fx)untry if it is not properly utilised for the 
purpo.se of industrialising the country. In order to give an itnpetus, 
a beginning may be made and my propo.sal is that with these young men 
who have been trained in these cottage industries and other small 
industries Government should start firms and make these firms suoQees- 
ful and self-supporting. If necessary, money should be .secured for the 
purpo.se by flositing shares with guaranteed dividend, and eventually 
the shares may be re-sold to the employees on raising share capital by 
making small deductions from their pay. Our people are still very 
apprehensive alvout industries and so they are very unwilling to take 
up industries as their avocation in life. Government .should do some- 
thing to show that industries are paying in onler tluit our young men 
may know that from industries they can make a living. Then, there 
is another factor. Though these men have got training, still they 
cannot start any firm because they have no money, no capital. Of 
course, I know that there is an Act called the Bengal State Aid to 
Industries Act. But that requires security and security cannot be 
furnished hy people because, of their, poverty. And those who can 
afford to start firms are, as I have said, very apprehensive and do not 
wimt to take any risk. The industrial instinct has become dead and it 
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is the sacred duty of Goveminent to infuse that spirit in them. I 
submit that the question of the bread problem of the young men of 
our province can only be solved by means of industrial development. 
I know there is that usual objection on the part of the Government 
that they cannot start business. But what I suggest here is that it is 
only for giving a sort of impetus to these trained young men that the 
Government should start these firms. This is the opportune moment 
when we can take up these schemes. The other day the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister agreed with me that although the war is on us 
Government cannot relax industrial or agricultural development; on 
the contrary, they will rather intensity their efforts in developing 
agriculture and industries of the country. If that is the real attitude 
of Government, I think this very modest resolution of mine should be 
readily accepted by them. 

I may tell you. Sir, that there are various schemes. I know that 
the Industry Department has been training young men in weaving; 
but many of the young men who are getting trained in weaving will 
not take to weaving as a profession. This is the time. Sir, when we 
want suflficient output from our weaving industry in order that in war 
time we may not be in difficulty for want of clothes. Therefore, I 
think that in every district, in every thana, there should be weaving 
centres and they should be started by young men under the direct 
control of Government, — not merely with the object of demonstrations, 
the tmnasha of demonstrations, I may say, as is done now by demon- 
stration weaving parties, — but as business concerns for showing our 
young men that weaving can give sufficient income to a young man if 
he will only talte to it in right earnest. They should start factories' 
and sell the manufactured articles and show that they can be run as 
business concerns by young men trained in that industry. Sir, there 
are other industries: the paper industry, for instance, upon which the 
Industries Department has been experimenting for some three or four 
years, for manufacturing paper out of water-liyacinth. It is a yery 
good scheme and I know that it has materialised to a great extent. But 
this scheme of paper manufacture could not be given effect to fully 
because it could not compete with mill-made paper, which was very 
cheap at the time. But, Sir, at the present moment the price of mill- 
made paper has gone up, so this is a very opportune time when, if we 
begin to manufacture paper from water-hyacinth, we can make a good 
profit out of it. For a satisfactory’^ solution of this paper difficulty, it 
is but meet and proper that Government should take up the scheme and 
start a paper industry in areas where water-hyacinth can be had' 'without 
any price. There are other industries also— such as Chinaware,:^ which 
is very much in demand. Its price has-^ne up so high that it will be 
of groat profit to our young men if this industry too was taken up by 
#6tB» -and I know ns a matten of fact that- some young men were trained. 
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in tlif art also. There is also the pottery industry. Small factories 
could be started in order to show how out of these factories sufficient 
profit can be made and, younjf men tould earn their livelihood. In 
this connection, I have already said that in war time countries at war 
are forging ahead and are increasing their output of industry by 200, 
300 or 400 per cent. But though we are face to face with war. we are 
doing nothing. Sir, should we not even make a modest beginning by 
giving effect to the resolution which I have just had the honour of 
moving. If you do not wish to do so, then we will think that your 
tall talks about the development of the country ore all eye-wash an‘d 
moonshine and that you do not mean what you talk. In thi.s connection, 
I would make a special appeal to my friends opposite, specially the 
Congress party who have been crying themselves hoarse for the indus- 
trial development of the country and the industrialisation of the 
country, to show by their answer and action that they really want 
industrial development and that they do actually mean what they 
profess. An objection ha.s been rai.sed from the other side that Govern- 
ment cannot .start a busine.ss but 1 have answered that objection already. 
Therefore, I hope that my humble re.solution will be acceptable to the 
House and even to my friends of the Euiopean group, who should not 
object to it, becau.se it will not in any way clash w’ith their interests. 
These are only very small cottage industries which will not at all clash 
with their interests and I hope, therefore, that they will support the 
resolution which I have moved. With these words, I commend my 
resolution to the acceptance of the Hou.se. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that thin Council is of 
opinion that industrial firms be started by the Government with young 
men trained by the Industrial Department and necessary money he 
secured for the purpose by floating .shares with guaranteed dividend. 

JAr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to support the resolution just 
moved by the honourable Letuler of the Opposition. Sir, i%. is I think 
a matter in which there should be no difference of opinion. On going 
through the re.solution I find that it is a very modest demand made 
w'ith the object of bringing about economic improvement of the people 
of Bengal. It is admittedly a fact that Bengal is lagging behind in 
industrial enterprises: but this was not so before. Once it was fore- 
most in this respect. From Bengal many useful articles used to be 
exported to far distant countries and Bengal used to supply many 
ariiclps-fjto the Far East Archipelagoes, Persia and other countries. 
This is war time and every province is taking advantage afforded by 
the war to develop their ind||||tries. Many of the imports which used 
4o flood the Bengral markets have been closed for the time being aird 
as a result of that prices have risen in case of many necessary articlea!. 
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Every year the Government of Bengal spend several lakhs of rupees on 
industrial development, that is, in maintaining technical schools, 
maintaining demonstration parties and sending them for the purposes of 
educating the people and giving necessary training to the young men for 
the development of small and cottage industries. Every year this allot- 
ment is repeated and spent, and what is the result of this expenditure? 
Does the province get full benefit of this expenditure or is the expendi- 
ture being wasted? Unless the young men who are trained get oppor- 
tunity to undertake enterprises in the line in which they are taught, 
they cannot show their mettle and the province will not get the benefit 
of that sort of training. Here these trained young men have very little 
opportunity to learn business or to start business. Mostly these young 
men come from societies which are generally known as poor. Some- 
times there is earnest desire on the part of these young men; but they 
cannot float any business even on a modest scale for want of funds. 
Every year several young men are trained in the various branches of 
soap-making. At present the price of soap has gone up and there is 
ample opportunity of developing the soap-making industry on a small 
scale. It requires small capital and can be very easily undertaken. 
Another industry about which the Government spend nearly a lakh 
of rupees every year is sericulture. Once this province was famous 
for its silk-supply but now, until recently, Japan used to supply 
about 80 per cent, of the silk requirements of Bengal. Sir, even that 
avenue has since been closed. As such this is the most suitable oppor- 
tunity to develop that industry with men trained in the art of silk- 
making. Sir, there is another industry and that is the manufacture 
of salt. The price of salt has gone up. Sir, as a result of investiga- 
tion made by two experts in Bengal it is evident that there is a 
larger, wider scope for the development of salt industry in Bengal. 
Of all the provinces in India Bengal is the only province which largely 
depends on imported salt. In the Punjab and other provinces, they 
are self-supporting in this respect. Sir, during the regime of the 
East India Company Bengal used to manufacture salt for its own 
cousumptioiii^ and even used to export to other provinces. I think this 
is the time particularly to develop that industry and to make every 
villager living on the sea-shore to undertake this job. It is necessary 
also from another point of view. The number of persons who are 
maintained by land, that is, the agriculturists has increased very 
considerably. According to the latest census of 1941, the percentage 
of persons living on agriculture has increased to 67*1 per cent., while 
the percentage of persons depending on industry is only 10 per cent, 
of Bengal’s population and out of that only 3*2 per cent, are employ- 
ed in the large-scale industries. Sir, this is a very sad commentary 
on the development of industries i% Bengal. There is another 
industry which can also be developed very profitably and tiiat is the 
fishery industry. , Much was being said about the establishment ol 
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a iiepartment for tlie development of this industry and for that 
purpose Rs. 87,000 has been provided in the current year's budget. 
Beyond advertising for an expert officer that we saw in the newspaper, 
up to this time nothing apparently has been done to develop that 
industry. I need not dilate on the importance of that industry. It 
will be sufficient to say that 80 per cent, of the population of Bengal 
live on fish and it is their principal food. Sir, there are also the 
other industries which the mover of this resolution mentioned, that is 
hand-made paper-making, etc. Once this w’as a very prosperous 
cottage industry, a home industry in Bengal. Even now we find in 
the remote parts of Chittagong that band-made paper is being made: 
an experiment which shows that it can be developed very profitably 
in other parts of Bengal. Sir, there are many other industries which 
can be developed if only the State encourages. Of course, there are 
difficulties on the part of the Government in launching any big 
business enterprise. What do we find, Sir. in comparing our position 
with regard to industrial development in other countries? It is nothing 
but deplctrable. 

At the very beginning the Japanese Government not only started 
big industries such as shipping, mining and other big industries but 
also encouraged cottage industries. When these industries were 
sufficiently developed and became self-supporting they then handed 
over them to private firms and companies. The learned mover of the 
resolution had in mind this idea, I think. Let the Government first 
start firms and when they are sufficiently developed they may be 
given away to the very persons who develop these firms by working in 
them. This idea, I think, has been taken from the e.vam])le8 set by 
other countries An advanced industrial country like America 
encourages industries in various ways. In this province, now that a 
responsible and autonomous Government has been functioning, I 
think, this is an pjtportune moment when such measures can be taken 
up for the encouragement of tlie industries. It is sj|id that our 
income is only Rs. lo per year and it is very necessary that that^ 
income should be increased and the standard of living made higher. 
Sir James Grigg who has recently been appointe<l a War Minister 
once stated in the Central Assembly that the income of an Indian is 
. only Rs. 45 and income from industry is only Ks. 12. Sir, 1 think it is 
a matter on which every honourable member of this House w’ill feel 
strongly and will support this resolution. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, this resolution can 
be divided into two important sections. The first branch is an ei^jpres- 
sion of a desire that industrial firms should be. started with young 
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men trained by the Government; the second branch deals with the 
supply of capital and a suggestion is made that shares should be floated 
by Government with guaranteed 'dividend. With regard to the start- 
ing of industries, there can be no difference of opinion and all sections 
within this House as well as outside would agree that industrial firms 
should be started and industries should be encouraged and things 
should be produced in this country, as far as possible. But, so far as 
the supply of capital is concerned, the position is different. We are 
living in very difficult and uncertain times. We are suffering from 
stringency of money. Most of our reforms await better days. As regards 
floating of shares, especially in Bengal, we have had very sad experi- 
ences. Guaranteeing dividend is a desperate undertaking on the part of 
anybody who knows that floating of shares in any case is a very risky 
business. The result of the proposed venture would be to indulge in 
speculations which Government is not well-fitted to undertake. It 
oompaniee floated fail, then Government would have to pay unlimited 
dividends — to how many concerns nobody knows. There would be no 
limit to the number of industries which would be opened throughout 
the Province. There may be an unmanageable number of industries 
started throughout the Province and nobody would know what would 
be the extent of the financial liability which the Government would 
have to undertake in guaranteeing dividends. The Government will 
have to pay losses as well in order to pay dividends. The liability of 
the Government will be unknown and unlimited. From our experience 
in the past, we have seen that even experienced capitalists who can 
manage their own business well, have failed in many cases. Sir, these 
are extremely unprop itious times for starting any new business. We are 
in the midst of a war which is approaching nearer and nearer Bengal 
everyday ; it will be difficult to find sufficient workers who would be 
able to stick to their stations if the war advances further towards our 
own doors. Then, with regard to the opportunities that the war has 
brought to us, I have certain suggestions to make. We know that 
Government want a large number of war technicians.' Huge quantities 
of war materials are being produced; shell factories and various other 
mechanical factories have been started by the Government of India 
and young men by the thousands have been taken and are being taken 
in them and they are being trained for these industries. These war 
industries have absorbed all the young men available and yet the 
demand is not yet satisfied. During the war it would be far better, far 
more patriotic and much more safe to secure young men, both trained 
and untrained, to bend their energies towards producing war 
materials 

lif BI40Y PIIAI6AO SINGH RO^Vt How can untrained youn|^ 
men be taken on any. business f 
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I^an Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMADs Government have under^ 
tahen to train them. Government have started various organisations 
at different centres which are training our young men for the various 
war industries and our young men should be diverted towards these 
industries, so that they may learn better production and have better 
acquaintance with modern methods. Even engines for aeroplanes and 
difficult machine parts are l)eing manufactured in India. There are 
two hundred Bevin boys, Indian boys trained in England at great 
expense, and they have come back and are in charge of various industries 
here. In these circumstances, Sir, the present is a very proper time 
when our young men should be diverted in these directions. On the 
question of starting of any industrial enterprise by the Government, 
I think the beet thing would be for private persons to come forward 
with the necessary amount of capital and management and Govern- 
ment should undertake to encourage Ihem by giving subsidies and 
buying or marketing their products and so forth. If private persons 
are afraid, or unwilling or unable to manage these concerns on business 
lines. Government would be more unsuited to undertake the manage- 
ment of companies and industrial firms, specially in these unsettled 
times. It will be a most unsuitable time to think of starting industrial 
firms and things of that kind. I should therefore suggest that this 
scheme should wait till the end of the war. Nobody knows where 
he would he next month or even next week. The position J)f Rangoon 
is very uncertain and if Rangoon falls, Chittagong would be the next 
place which would be iu immediate danger; and if Chittagong also 
succumbs, then Calcutta will be in imminent danger. In these 
circumstances, we have got to think of more urgent defence matters 
than of constructive things like industrial firms, etc. I would therefore 
suggest that the mover be pleased to withdraw his resolutic»n for the 
time being and when better times come, if they come at all, and if we 
are allowed to see each other here again after the war, I w(»uld ask my 
honourable friend to raise this question again. Then certainly it will 
IjjB the duty of Government as of every honourable meml>er of this 
House to give more attention to this matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I confess that I 
am in complete agreement with the intention underlying the resolution, 
but the particular form in which it has been framed presents to my 
mind certain difficulties. If the honourable mover can resolve some 
of these difficulties, I am sure that members on both sides of the 
House will accept the resolution which has been sponsored by him. 

My honourable friend who just now sat down has pointed out that 
this resolution contemplates that industrial business should be started 
by the Government. But it is not clear whether these businesses are 
only to be run and administered by Govemmmit or owned % Gov«m«> 
xnent as well. * 
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Then, in another part of the resolution it is suggested that the 
capital for this should be secured by floating shares with a guaranteed 
dividend. Some of the difficulties in the way of doing so have been 
pointed out by the honourable member who just now sat down. If 
the money k secured by floating shares, presumably these shareholders 
and dividend-holders would be the real owners of the concern. In that 
case, what would be the function of the Government? Their function 
would not be that of administrator, for the trained men would run the 
show and the only part the Government could play would be to 
guarantee the dividends. That, Sir, is an anomalous position. 
There are, of course, certain big industries where Government not only 
can but ought to interfere and administer the business. But I have 
grave doubts if industries of the kind which the honourable mover of 
the resolution and his supporters have in view could be administered 
by Government. 

My honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed referred to the soap industry, 
the salt industry and certain other industries which he said, could be 
started by Government. But these are all small industries. If we 
keep in mind the kind of instruction given to students by the 
Industries Department it becomes apparent that such students can be 
employed only for small items of manufacture. The Industries 
Department trains students in umbrella-making, button-making and 
other sundry items. I have grave doubts, however, if Government 
can interfere w’ith or effectively control smalk industries like that. I 
am of the opinion that if Government are to take any part in the 
administration and control of any business enterprise, they can do so 
with only those large-scale industries which directly affect the funda- 
mental, economic and other needs of the nation. That is why it is 
argued that the public utility concerns should be taken over by the 
Government. In many countries the public utility concerns are 
administered either by the Central or National Government; or in some 
cases under a system of delegated authority by municipalities an4 
other local bodies. Therefore, it seems to me that the question of 
Government interference can arise only in the case of large-scale 
industries. For example, the Indian railways were built up with 
private capital, but the profit on the private capital was guaranteed by 
the State. It is for several reasons possible to guarantee dividends in 
such cases. It is almost certain that in large-scale railway concerns 
profits would accrue, as railways meet an essential need; people must 
travel from one place to another. Also, control is easy for the concern 
is large. On the other hand. Government cannot interfere . in and 
control small industries — industries like soap-making and button- 
making and other items which are not as fundamentally necessary 
as means of communication or food or clothes. They are not exactly 
articles of luxury, but neither are they essential like the railway. 
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Sfittiiarly, production of food and clothes are essential. These are 
items in which Government might interfere for the sake of national 
welfare. I think a large proportiop. of the members of this House, 
if not the entire House, would agree that there should be (Jovernment 
control and administration in these enterprises. The big railway 
systems are being taken over by the Government of India, but in the 
case of small concerns it is impossible to do so. Even if it is Govern- 
ment’s intention to control and administer such concerns, they have 
not the capacity to do so. In view of this, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Government, as I have already said, to guarantee 
dividends, or, in other words, guarantee profits in the case of these 
small industries. What is likely to happen is this : there will be a 
of small-scale industries, a large number of small concerns 
of the type of cottage industries or perhaps slightly larger than cottage 
industries. They will not be properly checked or controlled but since 
Government have guaranteed dividends on the (*apital raised for these 
concerns, the public exchequer, that is, the people in general will have 
to pay for the business inefficiency and in some cases the dishonesty of 
the men who run the concerns. Who can guarantee that there will 
not be cases of corruption here and there? If a large number of small 
concerns are started, the possibilities of corruption will increase in 
proportion to the number of such concerns. There is after all even 
in business a sort of statistical average of honesty. If that holds 
in the case of large business and in larger spheres of human relation- 
ship, \here is no reason why it should not hold in the small industries 
as well. 

There is also this further question whicdi I wouM reciuest the 
honourable mover to consider. It is being examined in different 
countries of the world to-day how far industry should be decentralized 
and how far there should be centralization in particular areas. So far 
as button-making is concerned, it may be jjossible to dec’entralize, 
b\it not so with other industries. If these small industries are to be 
profitable, they would have to depend on electri<’ity and the distribution 
of energy over a large area. The produrdion of energy cannot be 
undertaken on a small scale or witlumt a thorough planning. There- 
fore, Sir, the question of the relation of large-scale to small-.scale 
industries will also have to be examined. ; My honourable friend will 
probably remember that three or four years ago, in one of the budget 
discussions, I suggested that there were certain fields in the sphere of 
industry where a government like the Bengal Government <;uuld 
successfully intervene. In the field of textiles, it seems to me that 
the Bengal Government can play a fruitful part; in the field of heavy 
chemicals and in the development of metallurgy, the Bengal Govern- 
ment might play a very important part. But in the case of small-scale 
industries which will be run by people who are trained, or sometimes 
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mis-trained, it seems to me very difficult to visudjSte a scheme which 
should enable the Government to guarantee a dividend on the share 
capital which may be raised. If^my honourable friend will presmit a 
scheme, a clearer picture of how exactly he visualizes the whole thing, 
how exactly these small-scale industries are to be fitted into the 
general economic life of the province, at what points Government are 
to exercise control, then and then alone can we consider his proposition 
with the seriousness that it deserves. Otherwise, a pious resolution 
would be a mere waste of breath. In one part of his speech, the mover 
said that the men who will be working in these firms will be paid 
wages, and a part of their salaries may be deducted in order to pay 
for the capital and to ensure the dividends. That will again, I think, 
place us in an anomalous position. To suggest that the wa^s of 
operatives in a concern should be cut in order to guarantee dividends 
to the shareholders is a position which private capitalists may welcome 
but which, 1 am sure, the State can never for a moment conceive and 
certainly not accept. These are aspects which should be carefully 
examined. I, therefore, hope that the honourable mover will present 
to us a more clear scheme, a more definite scheme with a clear view of 
the inter-relationship between different items, if he wants us to accept 
this resolution which he has presented to-day. 

Mr* lit Ba ROBBi Mr. President, Sir, in order that my party 
blight not be misunderstood by taking no part in this debate I wish to 
make it clear that we oppose this resolution, as drafted, on the ground 
that it is thoroughly impracticable. No business concern sponsored by 
Government, managed by Government and looked after by Govern- 
ment could possibly hope to compete with private enterprise, parti- 
cularly when it has attached to it a liability for guaranteed dividends. 

I have only one question which I would like to ask the honourable 
mover, and by this time he will have gathered that I have not very 
high opinion of the business acumen of Government. If the industrial 
concerns which he has in mind eventually fail, as they are bound tp 
do under Government management — and the whole of their plant and 
equipment is distrained for debt, the capital being lost, how then is 
the Government going to continue to pay guaranteed dividends? 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Sir, the 
subject-matter of the resolution is of very great importance. I do not 
lack in my sympathies with the honourable the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in the underlying desire which runs in the first part of his 
resolution. But my diflSculty, Sir, is this that in the position in 
which we have been placed here this afternoon, we are concerned not 
with the underlying desires or with the sincerity of views but we are 
concerned with what may be called a rational interpretation of the 
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o{* the i^islature. And, Sir, ^hat is the wording of the 
ret^olhtionP My honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition states: 
that thie Council is^f opinion that industrial firms be started by the 
Oovernment with young men traineH by the Industrial Department 
and necessary money be secured for the purpose by floating shares 
with ^aranteed dividend. My honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
NaMiruddin Ahmad, from the point of view of a lawyer, has analysed 
the resolution into two parts. May I, from the point of view not of a 
lawyer but of a member of the Legislature, try to effect a post-mortem 
examination in the matter of vivisection P 

. This resolution is capable of division into a number of parts. First 
of all, my honourable friend does not define what are industrial firms. 
Does he refer to heavy industries or does he refer to cottage industries? 
That point should be made clear. Is he sticking to the definition of 
the statute — the definition given ip the Bengal State Aid to Industries 
Act — or is he not? I assume from the speech of my honourable friend 
to which I listened with great care and attention that he was obviously 
referring ^to certain cottage industries and certain other industries 
which are cognate in nature to those cottage industries. My friend has 
great confidence in Government supervision. In his resolution he says 
that these firms should be started by the Government with young men 
trained by the industrial department. Why should my honourable 
friend leave out of account other men perhaps not young but still 
pulsating with the vigour of life like many of us in this Chamber P 
Why they should be excluded only because they have not been trained 
by the industrial department of the Government.^ Then, Sir, as usual, 
the sting is in the tail. My honourable friend .says that necessary 
capital shall be secured for the purpose by floating shares with 
guaranteed dividend. In his admirable speech before this House my 
honourable friend slightly strayed away from the proposal which he 
has advanced, namely, the principle ot co-operative activities. He has 
said that these young men, if they are employed, would morally 
CQntribute their share to the capital to be raised and in that case' 
Government will be in a position to guarantee them a dividend. 

Without raising the very controversial issue raised by my friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir or by Mr. Boss as to whether private enterprise is 
good or Government enterprise is bad, or raising the question as. to 
whether Government is in a position to control, manage and execute 
the policy of those multifarious firms which will be dotted^ all 
over the province like so many oases in the desert, I can say definitely 
that no Government can possibly give a guarantee, no Government can 
give a guarantee against inefficiency, against dishonesty and against 
incompetence. Sir, it is not quite true or accurate to assume that 
CK^vernment had done nothing in the matter of encouraging small 
cottage industries. The Bengal State Aid to Ipdustries Act still. 
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adorns the statute book and if efforts have not been^iiaade cbnunensurate 
with the laudable objects of the Act, then the lack of such efforts ni^st 
be attributed to a variety of factors — lack of iihfyifination on the pact 
of those who administer the Act, lack of that psychological pheno* 
menon which my honourable friend has described as industrial-minded- 
ness, lack of capital, lack of enterprise on the part of young mto, and 
the all-absorbing and predominant faith of the present-day youths of 
this country, whether Hindu or Moslem, t^at salvation lies only in 
Government Service. Mr. President, the point raised by my honour- 

♦ able friend Mr. Humayun Habir and my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed are 
points which are being scrutinised and reviewed by a Committee appoint- 
ed by Government known as the Industrial Survey Committee. Sir, 

I am fully aware that Commissions and Committees in every countrj* 
in this world, where you have zeal and impatience on the part of well- 
intentioned patriots, are regarded as sins of omission and sins of com- 
mission. The establishment of these bodies is supposed to be primordial 
in all cases. But, Sir, in a matter like this, it is impossible by virtue 
of a resolution in this august assembly, to enforce the rational intention 
of the mover of this resolution. Mr. President, Sir, so far as the 
Province of Bengal is concerned, it tried to regulate private enterprise 
in two matters. One was in connection with the training scheme for 
detenus and the other was with reference to the relief-of-unemployment 
scheme. Whether these two schemes have been a success or failure, 
it is not for me to say but some future historian will certainly write in 
characters of amber and (»f gold that these two schemes have failed not 

* because of the intentions of its framers, not because of tlie activities of 
the executors of the scheme, but because those schemes could not 
possibly correspond wdth the psychology of those for w’hose benefit 
they W'ere brought into operation. Mr. President, Sir, I have not very 
many wmrds to say. So far as the Government is concerned. Govern- 
ment shares the views of the honourable the Leader of the Opposition 
that some form of economic planning should be undertaken in the 
province — some form of relief should be granted to our unemployed 
young men wdio have been trained in the various branches of the 
industry of the province. It is further of opinion that, if necessary, 
Government should spend money for the purpose of setting these 
young men on the road towards industrialisation of the country. 
Beyond those objects no Government can possibly go. My friend the 
Leader of the Opposition referred to the shortcomings of the Industries 
Department of the Government. Shortcomings of the Industries 
Department of any Government of the world are inevittfble. Then, 
Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Ross pointed eut to us Vith his vast^^ 
experience in business concerns that he did not feel very much assisrdd * 
about the business acumen of Government. Now, Sir, many ^soa| di 
eminence in business and indust]ftial life not only in thjs 'province, 
only in India, but also elsewheiiiy. have not beeh' sati^ctf wftbr tW 
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hwjl^m iciiineii of flieir respectivo Government*. I agree entirely with 
th#$ieader of the Opposition that the poverty of our trained young men 
eUiida in the way of, what he characterises as, industrialomindednees 
and much attempt will have to be made to improve their condition. 
One of the attempts made in this direction is publicity and propaganda. 
The value of publicity and propaganda in the twentieth century 
politics as a factor is well-known to all the members of the XiCgislature 
and it is not quite correct when Mr. Nur Ahmed says that these demon-' 
etration parties are in the nature of t-amashus. There are so many 
tamashas in this world that we might almost say that life itself is one 
of such tcLTMishas. If directed in the proper channel and if made to 
conform to the needs of the nation, that tarruisha will some day yield 
such valuable results as would adorn life of the Whole nation. 


Then, Sir, my honourable friend referred to certain industries and 
qyite rightly pointed out that although we are living now in abnormal 
times, yet we cannot afford to neglect Indian industries. With that 
proposition every Indian must be in hearty accord. My honouraible 
friend Mr« Nur Ahmed spoke about industries such as soap-making, 
sericulture, salt and other small industries. Of these industries, 1 
felt doubt in my mind as to whether or not Mr. Nur Ahmed was inter- 
preting the resolution of my honourable friend the Leader of the 
Opposition in the manner in which I started interpreting, namely, was 
it cottage industry or was it large-scale industry also or was it heavy 
industries or was it the combination of all the three that my honour- 
able friend the Leader of the Opposition bad in view. 8ir, I have heard 
with regret and it is common knowledge that the income per capita of 
an Indian is perhaps the lowest in the world and everybody, whether in 
Government or outside, every true well-wisher of his country and every 
man and woman who calls himself or herself a patriot, is bound to 
tackle the problem in his or her own way as to how to increase the 
income per capita. Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir’s 
legal difficulties about the ownership of the fund to be raised or about 
the administration of the fund, do not probably come into the picture 
so- far as this particular resolution is concerned. It is perfectly true 
that Government at this stage are unable to accept this resolution not 
because of its lack of sympathy with the underlying desire of the 
honourable the mover -but because in the words of my honourable 
friend Mr. Humayun . Kabir, Government would like to have not a 


'blurred picture but a clear picture in front of it. 


IMOy PRAS/UI SINGH ROY: May I say a few words, on 
^'«^ilii^ 9 eAplution, SirP I have listened with very great interest to the 
l^b^^seni: teply of th^^.Hon’bie Minister incharge of the Revenue Bepart- 
As' h^ v deputising for another Minister, I do not want to 
^ttbiMvldfll' iDS laek of knowledge aSout the details of the department 
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with which this resolution is concerned. ' Sir, I cannot 
the Hon’ble Minister on his eloquent reply in spite of all the sarcastic 
▼ehemence which he has displayed over this resolution. He and hit 
party are supposed to be progressive and he himself is a member of 
the Forward Bloc but the reply to which we had just the privilege of 
listening could very well be put into the mouth of a brown bureaucrat. 

Tht Hon'blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of 
order, Sir. My friend Sir Bijoy is not right, Sir, in saying that the 
Hon’ble Minister is a member of the Forward Bloc. 

8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8IHGH ROY: If he is not a member of the 
Forward Bloc of which Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose ’is the leader, and if 
he is prepared to disown his leader or disown the party, I shall welcome 
that. 

■¥ 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir Bijoy is again 
mistaken, thoroughly mistaken. He ought to have accepted my 
explanation. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was not the leader of the 
Forward Bloc Party in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. There is no 
such Party in the Assembly. 

8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That is a difference between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee of which I was not aware. I am 
prepared to accept his version, if that will satisfy my honourable 
friend. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That will satisfy the 
requirements of truth. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: As regards the resolution 
itself, my submission is that Government should accept thd resolution, 
I mean the spirit of the resolution, and should not go by its letter. 
What is the proposal contained in the resolution, SirP The proposal is 
that Government should start industry and try to give training to young 
men in those industries and should float capital and if possible guarantee 
dividend. I know that there are obvious di£Sculties in the way but 
the spirit of this resolution is, I believe, soinat£:ing Vhich should be 
acceptable to Government. There was the well-known Japanese Arm: 
of Mitsuibusan Eaisha. A large percentage of the slmres of that Arm, 
I believe, really belonged to the Government of Japsm. . Similarly, in, 
Germany there are Arms a large percentage of whose shares are owned 
by the Government of Germany. The Hon’ble Minister ihpuT^ ^ 
to emqlate the example of these countries and try to start induslpriim 
here tiding responsibility on Govfniment and shoiUd give ^ppQrtu|ii^M 
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to lllio yooBif men of this country to got conunorcial training. in 

th| if>irit un^riying this resolution and the Hon’ble Minister should^ 
not have replied in that sarcastic way &nd should not have tried to turn 
it down. It is a very modest, a very straightforward and a very sincere 
proposal. 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: Was it 

sarcastic to the past Bevenue Minister? 

Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I cannot understand, Sir, 
why the Hon’ble Minister should interrupt me. I did not interrupt 
him when he was speaking. But as it is a popular Government and 
especially as it is a forward — I won’t say Forward Bloc — and progres- 
sive Government, — a coalition of the two, this reply coming from the 
Hon’ble Minister is certainly very unsuitable and very disappointing. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I 
rise to reply to the various queries that have been put in the course of 
the debate.* I shall first reply to the points raised by Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad. He says that the Government cannot go in for 
speculation. I should first explain what I had in mind in moving this 
resolution. It appears to me that the honourable members taking pai^ 
in this debate have not fully understood my resolution. My idea is that 
the Government should float shares with guaranteed dividends, just as 
they do in the case of Railways. Government will start the factories 
which will be run by these young men whom the Government has 
given necessary training. They will be supervised, controlled and 
managed by Government. In fact, everything will be done by Govern- 
ment so that Government may be sure that the money is not wasted 
and there is no loss. My friend Mr. Ross has said that he has no faith 
in the business acumen of Government. But I submit, Sir, Govern- 
ment could j^cure for the business men of reputation and ability. By 
paying money Government could certainly get such men. Wo 
want that Government should do something. Mere tall talking 
will not do. We have been hearing tall talks for the last 20 years, 
but nothing has been done to industrialise the country. In fact, 
the Government do not keep any information. They did not even 
know that there is one place in Tippera which is the Manchester of 
Bengal where the textile industry has reached perfection so to say. 
It waa I who brought that to the notice of Government four years ago, 
after which Industrial Weaving Survey was made throughout the 
province. At that time they came to know of it. The Government 
could do a lot but they won’t do anything. People will not excuse the 
Government if they do not do anything. It is an autonomous Govern- 
ment and the representatives of the people are in the 
ment. The people cannot be hoodwinked by speeches. For 160 yeaia 
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the eotmtry was under the huresucratic form of Oovernment. Does 
Prorincial autonomy mean that brown bureaucracy has taken the place 
ol white bureaucracy? * 

Mr* d* 8* R088S On a point of information, Sir. Is the honour- 
able member as old as 150 years? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 hare 

read history. It is not necessary that a person should be 150 years old 
to knorw things of that time. 

However, Sir, as I was saying a moment ago, it is not a question of 
speculation. The Sara-Serajganj Bailway, the Mymensingh-Bhairaib 
Bazar Bailway — these are being run by Government and the capital 
has been raised by floating guaranteed dividends. I know it for a 
fact and most of the honourable members here also know that for a 
fact. If the Government have not got sufficient efficient men, let them 
appoint able and expert men who can conduct all these firms; but let 
them appoint only such men who can run the show, and who could do 
business. Tou are only training men but you are not giving them 
training in business, so that in the end the original training is wasted. 
That is what I mean. You are giving training to certain young men 
in certain industries but you are not putting them up in business to 
show whether they can make a success of it. Don’t leave them with 
the preliminary training; also give them the business training so that 
in after-life by following that avocation they can earn their livelihood. 
Is the Government prepared to do so or not? Let them say so; if they 
are not so prepared, I shall be quite content with the reply. Sir, my 
honourable friend has referred to gun factories, ammunitions factories 
etc., which have recently been started but those things will 
disappear as soon as the war is over. That does not solve the 
question of giving an impetus to industries. I wantj;,fn impetus 
to be given to the industries in all articles of manufacture 
which this country requires. Japan is now out of sight — Japan w!^ch 
had flooded our markets with her articles. So, now is the opportune 
miament when we can manufacture the articles which she used to 
export here, (Mr. Shrish Chandra Ghakravebti: No, no. Japan 
is very much in sight.) Then, Sir> it is said^that it is war time and 
we cannot think of industrialising the country. But my honourable 
friend the Finance Minister only the other day admitted, when 1 
pointed out to him that other countries had doubled and trebled their 
industrial output, that we too should do our best in this line. If that 
ift admitted. Sir, we may at best start with small minor industries 
which will not cost much and Government can certainly show their 
gwed^ill that they really want to pave the way to the industrialisation 
«# the country, by« making our young meq. industrial-minded, I 
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is what I want and that is what my resolution wants to point 
ouiL As regards Mr. Humayun Kabir who wants to proceed with big 
indufdxies and not with small industries, I may say that if I spoke of 
big industries, then I am sure it would be at once turned down on the 
plea that Oovernment cannot take up at the very beginning heavy 
industries. That is why I wanted that we might begin with small 
industries in which training may be given; and one of them that I 
have in mind is the textile industry which is very important for war 
purposes. Government has been training our men in the t evt-iW 
industry but what I mean to say is that after learning the elementary 
processes, these young men do not take to the textile industry as a 
■vocation. Sir, why should we not have hundreds and thousands of 
Baburhats as centres of textile industry. Sir, you will be surprised to 
hear perhaps that many of us and even Government themselves do not 
know where Baburhat is. On account of distress and famine in my 
part of the district I was trying the other day to purchase some cheap 
cloths to distribute them to the needy and poor. One of my honouiv 
able friends in this House also very kindly placed some amount of 
money at my disposal for distribution and after searching the whole 
city of Calcutta nowhere could I get even rejected cloths at less than 
one rupee two annas or four annas a piece, whereas when 1 seat to 
Baburhat I got cloths for thirteen annas a piece and I bought them 
for distribution among the poor. It is not known perhaps to the 
Government that there is a place like Baburhat where the weaving 
industry has developed so much, and I wish that such industry could 
be started in other places also. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Baburhat is in 
the Dacca district, not in the Tippera district. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUODIN HO8AIN1 I am 

sorry, Sirgiit may be so; but it touches the Tippera district in any 
ca^e : it is within the Raipur thana. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister haa 
complained that industry has not been defined. I have already expressed 
what I mean — I mean small industries to begin with, and in which the 
preliminary training has been given to young men. The Hon'ble 
Min iafftr also asked why I restricted my resolution to Government-train- 
ed young men and did not propose to open it to others. I say that 
• because-Government has been giving some men training and as they are 
readily available, let them be started on business ; and in the meantime 
others may be trained; there is no harm. But do please make a start. 
The provision about contribution was not part of my resolution but it 
was mentioned only incidentally and my object was that if some 
factories started by Government had proved self-supporting, then Gov- 
ernment could ask those employees to contribute a certain amount of 
tbeir earnings and re-purchase the shares with which the industries were 
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itarted. There is no fear of clash with the previous owner. It is only 
re-pnrchasing and paying off the shareholders: that was my ideai 
Then, Sir, it has been said that Government cannot give guarantee. 
Hy reply to that is when Government give guarantee in the case of 
railways, why can they not give guarantee if they employ honest and 
efficient people whose integrity cannot be questioned? If they have 
business ability, why should the Government not be able to g^ve 
guarantee? 1 think that would be the acid test of the officers of the 
Industries Department that they are really men of business ability. 

Sir, I have nothing else to say. 1 have only to appeal to the 
members of the House every one of whom, I think, believes that the 
country must be industrially developed. If we have to live, we have' 
to solve the problem of the industry of the country. My resolution 
wants to make a small beginning in that direction. I hope no one in 
this House will oppose this resolution. With these words, I commend 
my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question before the House isi that this 
Council is of opinion that industrial firms be started by the Government 
with young men trained by the Industrial Department and necessary 
motAy be secured for the purpose by floating shares with guaranteed 
dividend. 

(The resolution was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I beg to move: that this 
Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take steps 
to reduce the administrative expenditure by amalgamating the duties 
of several officers moving about in the same area for different works 
and give effect to the recommendation of the Laud Revenue Oommis- 
uon in paragraph 29# of its Report. 

Sir, financially embarrassed as we are, particularly at {this time» 
we ought to find out all avenues from which we can save our revenues 
for other useful purposes. Within the last few years, I have found 
that officers of Government are being multiplied in the vasrious depart* 
ments. If we look at the picture in the villages, what do we find? 
We find that on one day the Circle Officer goes there to inspect the 
union board office and reports to the Subdivisional Officer. Next day, 
the Subdivisional Officer goes to the same village to inspect the Debt. 
Settlement Board. On the third day an officer of the same status goes 
to visit the co-operative society there and on the fourth day some other 
officer — probably the Inspector of Schools visits the village school. 
All this work can be performed, with some training, by one of the 
4xfl^rs named; and if his headquarters is placed within an easy reach, 
he could more frequently visit that area and thereby be more in touch 
with the. people. S^r, this view ol mine ia well supported by the Land 
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Beirtoiie Commission and if you will permit me, 8ir, I may only read 
tli#last part of the paragraph referred to in my resolution. “The quei- 
tioh oi strei^theuing and training the*supervising staff raises the wid«p 
qnestibn of inspection in the mufassil. In nearly every thana there 
are at present several Government officials belonging to different 
departments, each of whom moves over the same area, carrying out 
different duties. We suggest that Government might consider the 
desirability of training these officers in all branches of work. We 
believe that this proposal is practicable, and that it would result in 
greater efficiency of inspection and give greater authority to each of 
the officers, because the area under his control would consist of only 
three or four unions, and he would be in sole charge of all branches of 
work.” If you ask. Sir, a Co-operative Inspector who had been to 
a particular area as to what his idea was about the rainfall there and 
the progress of cultivation he would reply that he had been there only 
on co-operative work and that he did not know anything else happening 
there. Such is the case with other officers belonging to other branches 
of service.* They go there with a particular object, see certain things 
and come back. My idea is that if a particular officer is put in sole 
charge of all branches of work in a particular area including the so- 
called Nation-building works as well as General Administration^^ he 
will be in closest touch with the people of the locality and the people 
there will consider him as their own man and lay their grievances 
before him and thus he can be of very great assistance to the people^ 
Not only this, Sir. The question of saving unnecessary expenditure 
caused when different officers go to the same locality on different objects 
is also involved. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Besolution moved— 

That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
should take, steps to reduce the administrative expenditure by amal- 
gamating the duties of several officers moving about in the same area 
for different works and give effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission in paragraph 299 of its report. 

The Hon’blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. President, 
Sir, I am again placed in a position of difficulty. This time. Sir, I 
do not propose to be eloquent because my honourable friend Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy after the solid contribution he made to this after- 
noon’s debate has just passed out of this Chamber. Sir, it is true 
that on page 160, the Land Revenue Commission of Bengal gave their 
^jpinion about the main point raised by my friend the honourable Khan 
Bidiadur Ataur Rahman in his resolution. Sir, on page 159, sec- 
'tkm 399, the Commission was considering the question of thf 
xidrganuation of the Co-operative Department. If my honoitrable 
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friend will please look at the opening lines on page 169, he will see tha 
observations of the Commission were to this effect '*We recognise that 
the reorganisation of the Go-opefative Department may take time, bat 
we are in favour of as rapid an extension of the co-operative movement 
as is consistent with sound organisation and management**. Then the 
Commission went on to discuss the question of the inspection and 
supervision of certain areas in the muffasil. Without being disrespect- 
ful to the eminent personnel of the Commission and without being 
disrespectful even to its observations which are obiter dicta, I can say. 
Sir, that this was not one of the main points of reference to the liand 
Revenue Commission. Yet as we are a(;customed to treat the obiter 

% 

dicta of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council with the highest 
respect, the observations, even though obiter dicta, of the Floud Com- 
mission are entitled to the deepest consideration of any Government. 
But, Sir, the resolution of my honourable friend is to this effect. 

“This Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take steps to reduce the administrative expenditure by amfilgamating 
the duties of several officers moving about in the same area for different 
works, etc.” The language used by the Commission was “in nearly 
evefy thana”. So once more the expression “area” requires, if not 
definition, then certainly circumscription. Then, Sir, they say that in 
this area, that is to say, in these thanas or subdivisions, the Circle 
Officers, Debt Conciliation Officers, Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
Co-operative Inspectors and the Agricultural Officers, they move about, 
they discharge their respective duties and charge daily and travelling 
allowances. Of course, there is duplication of work there, I agree; but 
at the same time, my honourable friend will realise that the funda- 
mental principle of administration in any advanced country of the 
world is not concentration but deconcentration of power and this subject 
was one of the items over which the barrage of fire was directed against 
the District Magistrates who were supposed to be in law the inheritors 
of unfilled renown of the Great Moghuls. I ask whether a Spb- 
Inspector of Schools, who is an educationist, can also discharge 
the functions of a Circle Officer. This reminds me of a story. Many 
years ago I had an occasion to visit a college in a locality which is not 
governed by the British system of Jurisprudence. The Principal of 
the college was also a General and a professor of that college did not 
„come to college punctually that day. Now, irregularity is not 
necessarily one of the vices of a legislator and the Principal threatened 
to court-martial the professor and the professor took half an hour to 
convince the Principal that irregularity was not such an offence. Now, 
Sir, it is extremely difficult to discover an officer who possessess all 
the virtues so as to be able to carry on the duties of a Circle Officer, 
Debt Conciliation Officer, Inspector of Schools, Inspector of Co-opera* 
tiv^ Societies; and *A|fricaltaral Officer. But it may be quite possibla 
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to Ir^lise the underlying principle of the resolution of my honourabl# 
frtil^ by investigation. This investigation will be somewl^t 
in ' the nature of the District Administration Committee and it 
m%ht yield fruitful results. There is no doubt that there is some 
amount of wastage and the reason for this wastage is not human 
cupidity but administrative necessity and the reason for duplication 
is mainly historical. For instance, long after the system of inspection 
of schools came in vogue the Inspector of Co-operative Societies came 
into being. I hope that a District Administration Committee, if set 
up, will investigate this question thoroughly and Government will be 
in a position to do something in the matter. I would request my 
honourable friend to withdraw his resolution in view of this assurance ' 
that Government will certainly try and hold investigation not of a 
roving nature but an effective one and see that certain amount of 
economy consistent with efficiency may be effected in the administration 
of these areas. 

Nr 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I fully appreciate the 
views expressed by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, but there is one point 
that I must make clear. When I cited the examples of the sub- 
inspector of schools and the inspector of co-operative societies, I did 
not mean that these two posts should be combined into one. I only 
suggested that these are things which should be considered by Govern- 
ment as a means of effecting economy. As, however, the Hon’ble 
Minister has promised that this matter should be considered by the 
District Administration Committee, I have no objection to withdraw 
my resolution. And 1 am very glad that the question of the reduction 
of the cost of the pay and travelling allowances of the various depart- 
ments will be taken into consideration. If they do so, then, Sir, I am 
quite sure that they will be able to find out some way of bringing 
down the administrative cost. 

• Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to permit the 
Elian Bahadur to withdraw his resolution? 

(The resolution was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn.) 

Mr. AMULYA DHONE ROY: Sir, I beg to move that this Council 
is of opinion that the Government of Bengal do immediately take all 
possib le steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose now in 
detention in tbe Trichinopoly Central Jail. 

Sir, since I gave notice of this resolution the Hon’ble Ministers 
bave made some statements before the House. But from what I noticed 
on tiift day of the arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose at his residence in 
Calcutta, I do not expect much from the present Ministry. At the 
tune of the arrest of Mr. Bose I painfully witnessed the spectacle of 
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fioa’ble Ministers enjoying impotent power and poeitmn witliin ilm 
, ,li|!|mework of the constitution envisaged by the Government of India 
Act, 1935. Sir, I want to know in most clear terms and I hope the 
Hon’ble Ministers will satisfy ns as to what attempts they have made 
tip till now and what attempts they intend to make in future to secure 
the release of our beloved leader Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. We cannot 
surely agree with the opinions which the authorities in Delhi have 
expressed with regard to the detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
The authorities in Delhi are of opinion that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
liad contact with our enemy, the Japanese. Sir, we know Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. He was our source of inspiration and source of all our 
SMshievements. l^o one would at all believe that Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose had any contact with the Japanese so long as the Government in 
Delhi come fprward to place him before a court of justice for trial. 
Mverybody knows as well as we do that the life of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is a life of suffering and sacrifice. After two hundred years of 
British rule in this country a man in the position of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose cannot be expected to hand over this country to the domination 
of another foreign nation. Therefore, unless and until Mr. Bose is 
tried in an open court, the public at least of this country will never 
believe and never put any faith in the utterances of the authorities in 
Delhi. However, what 1 want to know. Sir, is this: what the 
Ministry has got to say; what attempts it has hitherto made and what 
it intends to do in this matter. Had the situation been normal, 1 think 
the Ministry would not be where it is at present because one by one the 
Government of India are turning down the representations of the 
Bengal Government, knowing full well that the present Ministry is in 
some awkward position. Therefore, I ask them to make all possible 
attempts to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

With these words. Sir, I move and commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Besolution moved: that this Council is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal do immediately take all 
possible steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose now 
in detention in the Trichinopally Central Jail. 

m. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I wholeheartedly 
support the resolution moved by my honourable friend Mr. Amulya* 
dhone Boy. The arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is very unfortunate 
at a time when he was attempting to do something for the benefit of 
ihe people of Bengal by bringing about communal harmony. He was 
arrested at a time by the authorities When his presence was needed 
must and rightly therefore there' is a good deal of suspicion in this 
awttefr II Mr. Sarat Chandra Base is accused of an offence' whicb 
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pllpiMp kim in the cat^ory of a fifth coluomist, it is fair and jj^pw that 
thi 4ik>Teraineiit should try him iu an open court, as has been done in . 
XSnipland and America. The Broklyn^ase of America was tried in ^ 
open court and the accused were brought to bo<dE. But in this case ■ 
a policy seems to be adopted by the Central Government persistently 
which conveys the idea that they are bent upon putting down all 
Indians with progressive views and national sentiments. I know of 
course that in this matter our present Ministers are not in a positims 
to act directly and they made a statement to that effect also. It is 
known, Sir, that the Hon’ble Mr. P. N. Banerjee had been to Delhi 
to speak about Mr. Bose to the Hon’ble Home Member of the Govern* 
ment of India. So we shall be glad if he reveals what has transpired 
in that interview and what has been done for the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. I hope specially the two Hon’ble Ministers Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu and Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee will not leave any 
atone unturned to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Mfi Ji Bi R088s Mr. President, Sir, 1 rise to oppose the resolu* 
tion now before the House, not because I have any animus against 
Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose. Although he is my political opponent, I 
have always admired the manner in which on every occasion when he 
stood up to speak, not in this House but iu another ])lace, he has made 
his cause succinct and clear. Therefore, it is not because of any 
personal animus that 1 oppose this resolution, nor because of 
Mr.. Bose’s politics. It may be said that Mr. Bose is a prominent 
citizen of Bengal and of Calcutta and an outstanding member of the 
Bengal Legislature : with all that I quite agree. But in abnormal 
times such as the present, Government have to arm themselves with 
abnormal powers and they have to use those powers unflinchingly 
irrespective of personalities, if they find it necessary to do so. It is 
not only in India that this sort of thing has happened. It has happened 
also in England since the beginning of this war and many prominent 
citizens of the British Isles have been put under surveillance or kept 
under observation or their liberties have been restricted, because they 
have been suspected of subversive activities. Now, Mr. Bose was 
arrested by the order of the Government of India, — the arrest having 
nothing to do with this Government at all — and he was arrested on the 
ground that that Government was satisfied that there had been such 
.contacts between him and the Japanese as to necessitate his apprehen* 
sion. Now, I am not giving that as ray opinion ; that is the gist of the 
communique which was issued by the Government of India on the 12tb 
of December, I believe ; and if the Government of India in its wisdom 
and with its powers of obtaining knowledge were satisfied that these 
contacts existed, I am afraid that until we get more information we 
have got to accept that position. It may not be in the public intereti 
that Goyemment should show their hand further in the meantiase* 
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In view of that statement we cminot support this resolution. It is t<^ 
be remembered that Bengal is in immediate danger of attack from the 
Japanese and in Tiew of this it appears to us that no responsible 
Oovemment should urge the release of Mr. Bose unless and until it is 
satisfied that there are no grounds for the charge against him of 
contact with the enemy. We have had the spectacle of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu rushing down to Trichinopoly ; we have had 
the spectacle of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee rushing up to 
Delhi and we understand that the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq in regard 
to this matter has been running round in little circle and uttering 
assurances in vague generalities. We understand, however, that not as 
a Government, not as a Ministry certain members of the Government, 
certain Ministers in the Cabinet have made enquiries with regard to 
the founds on which Mr. Bose’s detention has been based. If they 
have any information which would enable us to support this resolution, 
I should be very glad if they would place it before the House, because 
my party does not want to see a man unjustly incarcerated. In view, 
however, of the Government of India’s statement that they t^e satisfied 
that there have been those contacts, we have no option, in the absence 
of any other authoritative statement, than strongly to oppose thia 
resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution which has been moved by my friend Mr. Amulya- 
dhone Roy. Sir, in course of his speech the honourable Mr, Ross has 
opposed this resolution on grounds which are not in my view at all 
satisfactory. Sir, the word '^contact” has been used in this connection 
-—contact with the Japanese. In Calcutta there was a very important 
firm and I am sure honourable Mr. Ross must have had connection 
with the Japanese who were conducting that firm. Would contact of 
this nature be the cause for the arrest of Mr. RossP Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose was a famous Counsel of the Calcutta High Court. Can it be 
a matter of surprise if Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose should have bcjto 
engaged by any Japanese firm to conduct a case of that firmP 
‘‘Contact” cannot reasonably be the ground for the arrest of a man of 
the position of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Another argument that has 
been put forward by Mr. Ross is that the Government of India were 
satisfied as to the reason of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s arrest. I desire 
to enquire from Mr. Ross : was it the Government of India as a whole 
or was it only the decision of a particular Member of the Government 
of India ? Many appointments have recently been made to the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council. Was this case placed before all of them and 
decided by the majority views of the Executive Councillors of the 
Govemoi>GeneralP Is it not a fact that a certain gentleman of t1»i 
Government of India, the Homw Member, was of the opinimi that Ire 
should be arrested and so he was irzestedP The Executive Council hs^ 
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« «llMe not consulted. Is it not sof Sir, the Defence of Indin 
a 4 I»*® invested Government with drastic powers of armt. It shonld, 
ti*ttrd(fore, be used with utmost precaution and shoudd not be used in 
it ie being used. I submit, Sir, that the arrest of Mr. Bose 
kns luunpered the war effort and the release of Mr. Bose would be a 
thing which will go to enhance the war efforts in this province. Sir, I 
ask the Council to remember the fact that at a time when Mr. Boso 
was engaged with the question of the formation of the present Ministry, 
— ^the Ministry which pledged itself to intensification of war efforts,-— 
Mr. Bose was arrested. 1 ask this Council to remember that Mr. Bose 
was an ardent bhampion of India’s independence and so is it conceivable 
that he would invite another foreign power to come in and strangle our 
liberties? Is it not simply impossible? No responsible body like this 
House can accept the reasons adduced by Mr. Ross. I think Mr. Bose’s 
ease is a fit case for examination and it should be placed before an 
independent tribunal and that tribunal after taking .into consideration 
the lull facts of the case and giving an opportunity to Mr. Bose of 
being heaad should decide whether he has rightly been arrested or not. 
1 think there was something else in this matter. Mr. Bose is a highly 
respectable and honourable man and we do not for a moment believe 
that he has done anything which justified his arrest. 

With these words. Sir, I support the resolution that has been moved 
by my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. #;b. R088: Sir, on a point of information, arising out of the 
point raised by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I have a copy of 
the communique issued by the Government of India. Here it states : 
“The Government of India are satisfied with the reasons of his 
arrest.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support the 
resolution and the grounds of my support are these : that Mr. Sarat 
Cliandra Bose has not been tried and has not been found guilty by a 
competent court of law. It would be natural for every normal citizen 
to presume 'Mr. Bose to be innocent till he is properly tried and found 
guilty. Then, Sir, we see nothing wrong in two honourable members 
of the Government running up and down the length and breadth of 
, Tiidift. to secure his release, and the reason is this : that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is not responsible for and has not in its possession the 
evidence that has been collected which led to the order of Mr. Bose’s 
detention. Not having the power to do anything effective in the 
matter, the ministry are justified in doing anything they can to secure 
thjt release of Mr. Bose who holds a unique position in Bengal ; and the 
two Hon’ble Ministers concerned were not wrong in doing their best 
they were actuated by considerations both of friendship as well 
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as ot party connection. Tlie Oovemment of India 9 ot Itaring 
disclosed the evidence or the chai^ against him in definite terms, and 
the Government of Bengal not hevwg eny clear responsibility in the 
matter, the tv^ Ministers were perfectly free to decide their own course 
of action. 1, therefore, do not find anything wrong in two Hon’ble 
Ministers doing ^eir best to see what could be done under the circum- 
stances. So far as the resolution it concerned, it very carefully men<* 
tions that this Council expresses its opinion that the Government of 
Bengal should take all steps to secure the release- of Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Bose. It does not ask nor can it ask the House to do anything more; 
it is merely an expression of opinion and an implied request to the 
Government of India to review and thoroughly re-examine his case. 
Sir, it often happens that the evidence, on which such actions are 
taken, does not turn out to he substantially true or accurate. There 
is often a weak link or a loophole in the evidence. In view of the fact 
that ^r. Bose’s release would at once increase the war effort in this 
Province, I think that the resolution should be supported by all sections 
of the House. The resolution is absolutely blameless, hpnest and 
straightforward and has the backing of a large volume of publio 
opinion. With these words, 1 beg to support the resolution. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! The Council stands adjourned till 2-45. p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 3rd March, 1942. 

Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tv^sday, the 3rd 
March, 1942. 



MEMBEES ABSENT. m 

Mtnbsft AbtMita 

Fallowing melnberB were absent from the meeting held on the 27ili 
February, 1W2; — * 

(1) Mr. Altai Ali. 

(2) Mr. Eader Baksh. 

(3) Bai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 
i(5) Mrs. D’Bozario. 

(6) Mr. E. E. Dutta. 

(7) Ehan Bahadur Alhaj Ehwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(8) Mr. B. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(10) Alhaj Ehan Bidikdur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(11) Ehan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Ehan. 

(12) Maulana Mohd. Akram Ehan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb< 

(15) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(16) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(17) 1^. R. E. Mookerjee. 

(18) Mr. T. Nimmo. 

(19) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(20) Ehan Bahadur Eazi Abdur Rashid. 

(21) Ehan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 


B. G. Pm*-1942-43-1330A— 750. 




BENGAL IxaSLATIVE COUNCIL KBATES 

•i . V . . 


Firrt tassioii—No. 10, 


. Thb CSolii^[L jmet in the Legislative Chamber of th^ Leg^ativli 
on Tuesday, the 3rd Karoh, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the t^nth, day 6f the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’blevMr. Satyendra Chandra Miriu) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Jleetion to Dittrfet Boanik 

•S3. Khm BahMiur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOiAINt (a) 

Will the 'Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether Government 
is considering the resolution of the District Board Chairmen^s (Con- 
ference held at Darjeeling in October last, to the effect that the election 
of District Boards should be postponed till the termination of warP 

(6) Do the Government propose to consult public opinion before 
coming .to a decision on the point P 

(c) Was not a similar resolution of Chittagong Municipality and 
^District Board, accepted by Government only a year agoP 

(d) What has happened since then, for modification of Government 
views on the subject of election during war time? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Ndn’ble Mr. Santeah 
ItunNir Basil): (a) and (h) There was no such resolution but some 
Chairmen of District Boards at the Conference suggested that elections 
of local bodies should be postponed in order that no rancour or party 
feelings,^ .which almost inevitably results in such elections, might ariee 
and the assistanOii^which was being given to war effort by “the local 
bodies and their executives in various capacities might remain 
unimpeded. It has now been decided that there should not be any 

•nds question rsmainsd unsnswsve^ Apm the Third Session of 1941. 
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general postponement of the elections of local bodies and that ^oh' 
individual proposal for postponement of such elections should be 
considered on its ni;ierits. , t 

« (c) A resolution from the commissioners of tbe ^Ghilttaigbng Muni- 

cipality was received but was not accepted? No such resolution was 
received from the District Board of Chittagong. 

(d) In view of reply tb clauses (a) and (6), the question does not 
ariae. * 

KKlHi Bahadur 8A1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: With 
reference to (a), will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state. wi^at would.be 
the criterion for determining the merits P ' , 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The criterion will 
depend upon each individual case. ^ 

Khan Bahadur BAfYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it will not mean 
disloyalty or loyalty to any party? I hope it will certainly not be 
according to loyalty or disloyalty to any party. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: I hope so. t 

Crievanoes of the employees of the Bengal Government Press. 

5. Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, 
submitted a memorial, signed by 400 employees of the 
Bengal Government Press, to the Finance Minister through 
the Superintendent, Bengal Government Press, regarding 
their grievances, on the 23rd January, 1942; and 

(ft) if the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, if any actions have 
been taken or intended to be taken by the Government ; if so, 
what are they ; if not, why not P ' * 

MINI8TER in ohargo of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Dr. Byamaprasad Mookerjso); (a) A letter from President, 
Press Employees’ Association, dated the 16th January, 1942, together 
with an application, dated the 24th January, 1942, signed by 277 
employees of the Bengal Government Press has been received through 
the Superintendent, Government Printing, Bengal.^ 

(b) The matter is under examination. 

Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this exai^oation will be completed. 
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%1ie Hoil*bl« Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEEs Th« matter 
liae aot ye* come before me. It is perhaps being scimtinised by the 
office. 

:■ k " 

Rural Public Health Units. 

Mr. BAHKIM CHANDRA DATTA (on behalf of Mr. Ranajit 
Pal Chowdhury): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state what conclusion Government has arrived at as regards the 
improvement of the rural public health units from the curative and 
preventive standpoint of the question ? 

(b) Will he be pleased to state what measures have been adopted by 
the Government for giving adequate medical help to the rural people, 
and for giving them facilities of having the assistance of trained dais 
or mid wives and lady vaccinators? 

(c) Whj|t steps ha^ he taken for tlie establishment of maternity 
wards and clinics for examination of blood, stool, urine, sputum, etc.? 

The Hon*bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU. Steps have been taken 
to collect the information which is not yet ready. 

Union Boards of Jessoro. 

8. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state the number and names of union boards in the district 
of Jessore, and the sums granted in 1941, to each of the union boards 
for the purpose of sanitary improvement? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: A statement furnish- 
ing the required information is laid in the Library. 

Malaria in Chandibarpur Union. 

* 9. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Bbn’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that the people of villages under 
Chandibarpur 'Union Board, police-station Narail, district Jessore, have 
been suffering from epidemic attack of malaria, kala-asar and dysentery? 

(b) Is it a fact that the death rate in the said Chandibarpur Union 
Board is very much higher than the birth rate? 
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(c) Is it a fact that ihe villagers of Sankarpur and other adjoining 
villages of thd' said union board sent to the Hon’ble Minister two 
memorials, one direct and the ojkher through the Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail, each signed by about 300 villagers, on the 7th Tahuary, 1942, 
and August, 1941, respectively, praying relitef in the form of a perma- 
nent charitable dispensary and other sanitary improvements in general? 

(ji) If the reply of parts (a) to (c) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any actions have been taken ot 
are intended to be taken by the Government in the matter? If so, 
what are they? If not, why not? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister please inform the House as to the 
present death rate and birth rate figures in the abovementioned union 
board? Will he further be pleased to supply the figures of dekth in 
1941 in the union board from each of the diseases mentioned in part 
(a) aboyd? 

The Hon^bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Ye&r 

(6) Death rate was slightly higher than the birth rate during 1941. 

(o) No such memorial was received by the Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail. A memorial, dated the 7th January, 1942, addressed to me 
direct was received by me. The honourable member is referred to the 
answer given by me in the current session to clause (a) of question 
No. 6. 

{d) The honourable member is referred to the answer given by me 
in the current session to clause (6) of question No. 6. 


(e) Birth rate per 1,000 ... 24:5 

Death rate per 1,000 ... 29 *4 

Number of deaths in 1941 from — 

Malaria . . . 135 

Kala-azar ... Nil 

Dysentery ... 8 


Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, we hav^ju^t 
received a list of the questions which still remain unanswered. But 
there are several questions of mine pending from the last session which 
still remain unanswered and they do not find a place in this list which 
is before me. 

Mr. PRE8I DENTS This is the pending list for the oinrrent 
session. Office will prepare a list of the questions pending from the 
last session. ' • ' ^ ' 
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Point of Information rogarding Soorot Saaaion. 

8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROV: May I enquire, Sir, of the , 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence what decision Government 

have arrived at with regard to my proposal to hold a secret session of 

the House for placing before it the measures adopted by Government 

for A.B.P. in Calcutta and in the suburbs of Calcutta? 

• 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, so far aa 
Government is concerned, it does not think that it will be necessary 
to have a secret session at all. We want to take the public into 
confidence and there is nothing which wc want to conceal from them. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt If Govemmeut are of 
opinion that no secret session is necessary, then are Gt)eernmeiit 
prepared to place before the House all the details f 

Tha Hon*bie Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Well, Sir, that is 
for the honourable member to try and secure in the usual way. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will be more definite and communicative. I made it perfectly clear 
that what we wanted to know was wliat steps Government have taken 
hitherto and what steps they propose to take hereafter for A.R.P. in 
Calcutta and in the suburbs of Calcutta. Sir, I cannot express it more 
clearly than this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The desire of the Opposition seems to be to 
have a special day fixed for discussion of A.B.P. measures, either at 
a secret session or at an open session. Is that the idea? 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tes, Sir. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Well, Sir, so far 
as the materials and information are concerned, some attempt was 
made by me to explain the position, as fully as possible, during the 
general discussion on the budget in this House. If the honourable 
member now thinlci» that sufficient materials were not placed before the 
House, 1 shall be prepared to consider in consultation with my 
colleagues the suggestion made for the allotment of a speciid day lor 
the purpose, if that is considered necessary. What I really meant by 
my previous answer was that if the honourable member so desires, 
there are ways available under the Buies of Business, namely, to put 
an appropriate question or to move an appropriate, resolution, so that 
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the matter might be gone into in detail. If, on the other hand, it is 
the desire of the House that a special day should be fixed, I may inform 
that 1 am not empowered to allot it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S On a point of information. Sir. 
May I enquire from the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of Civil Defence 
as to whether Chittagong, Noakhali, Chandpur and Comilla are 
included within the vulnerable zones? Sir, from the newspaper 
reports I understand that there are as many as 23 towns included 
within the vulnerable zones. If so. Sir, I would like to know whether 
definite schemes have been drawn up for civil defence for Chittagong, 
Noakhali, Chandpur and Comilla and also. Sir, what is the cost of such 
schemes, recurring as well as non-recurring? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. If the honourable member 
wants such information, he is to table a short-notice question. As a 
matter of fact, I remember he has tabled a short-notice question on this 
subject already. (Mr. Lalit Chandea Das : Yes, Sir.), Then, he 
will get the answer in due time. The Hon’ble Minister cannot be 
expected to reply ofi-hand to such an important question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is exactly this, Sir, that I 
wanted to know from the Hon’ble Minister, namely, whether he is 
prepared to answer the short-notice question which I have already 
tabled. If I get some information on this point. Sir, that is sufficient 
for me for the present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: 1 should be 
certainly willing to accommodate my honourable friend even in the 
matter of a short-notice question on the points he has in view, but I 
do not remember to have received any such. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With reference to the r^ply 
given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence, I think it 
is the general desire of this House, at least of this section of the House, 
that more details than were supplied by the Hon’ble Minister in course 
of his budget speech regarding A.R.P. should be placed before th4 
House, and I understand that he promised to do so on the last occasion. 

o 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that the Hon^ble Minister is 
prepared to consider that request if that be the unanimous desire of 
the House and the procedure in such a contingency is for the Leader 
of the Opposition and the other leaders to approach the Leader of the 
House to settle the matter amongst themselves by negotiation. But if 
it is a question of allohnent of a day for this discussion, surely he cannot 
alone do it, without consulting his colleagues. 
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lOiaii Bah^ur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir. I am 
at one with Sir Bijoy that a special day should be allotted for discus- 
sion, of the steps that have been tal^n not only in connection with 
Calcutta and its suburbs but also throughout Bengal, specially the rural 
areas, where prices of things like kerosene oil and soft coke have very 
much shot up. As regards date, I think Thursday next will be a suit- 
able date for us. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, I join Sir Bijoy and 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain in requesting that a day 
should be fixed for the discussion of control of prices regarding food- 
stuffs. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We agree. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. I am glad 
that there is a striking unanimity on the question of further discus- 
sion on civil defence measures. 1 take it that the honourable 
members have begun to take a great deal of interest in A.R.P, matters 
and I hope there will be great repercussion of this attitude on their 
part in the way of recruitment for A.R.P. We feel encouraged to 
think that our efforts will be stimulated and there will be more recruits 
for manning the various A.R.P. services which are badly handicapped 
at the moment. The honourable members of this House have shown 
keen interest in this respect and I think they w’ill come forward and 
lend their support, authority and influence to assist the Government in 
discharging their responsibility much more efficiently and quickly than 
has hitherto been possible. 

As regards the fixing of a date for further discussion which it 
desired, Government will consider the suggestion made, with the 
utmost respect which is due to the members of this House. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, wath your permission, I want to mention 
one important thing. I have sent in a notice of a short-notice 
question. May I know- 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS Order, order. You have given notice of a 
short-notice question which will be answered in duo course. If you 
want any information regarding that, you may refer to the office. It 
is irregular to mention about short-notice questions in the House 
before ascertaining from the office exact position as to whether the 
question has at all been accepted as a short-notice question by the 
Government. * 
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Motioii A»r AfIJouniiimits. 

The Chair has received netice of an adjournment motion from 
Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury which runs as follows : — 

That this Council do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the sudden infiation in the price of 
soft coke or fuel for cooking and the soring prices of food-stuffs and, 
clothing. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I have your permis- 
sion to move the adjournment niotion P 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If Government is agreeable to answer any 
enquiry that you may make in this connection, will that satisfy you? 
Will it even then he necessary for you to move this adjournment 
motion P 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I cannot hut impress on 
this House that my motion is of a very very urgent nature. It is 
much more urgent than precaution for air-raid. Yesterday myself 
and Sir Bijoy happened to meet at a place where we fed several 
thousand poor people in a Sadhu’s Ashram. I heard many of them 
complain that they could not purchase coal or any other fuel to cook 
their meals. They were using chira (parched rice), which they 
soaked in water and ate. The shortage of fuel and food-stufis are 
forms of economic pressure which are just as cruel as the bombing 
of cities, since they strike at the very core of the life of the common 
people helping, directly or indirectly, in the defence of India at this 
aero hour of foreign invasion by production of war materials and 
supply of recruits for military purposes. That is how the matter has 
become so very urgent. I understand that the Hon’ble Minister has 
certain information regarding the position of wagons for transport of 
fuel and food-stuffs. I shall be glad if, after I have my say on tikis 
motion, he will supply us with the information in his possession on. 
this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are the particular points that you would 
like to get information about f 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want to refer to two iihitort- 
ant matters. My grievance is that the department which controls the 
prices of food-stuffs h<ks not functioned very satisfactorily so far. My 
next g^evanoe is that the Ministry has not asserted itself as it should 
have done in regard to the securing of larger snppUes of wagons for 
distrihntiion of soft ookst' I now want to ^ace o«rtain n^hrmation in 
this connection before the House. i « v . . 
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A llr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. diffictdty that the Gbair 

fmela is that notices of motions for adjournment, if pressed to a divi- 
sion, amount to a vote of censure oa the Government. The honour- 
able member belongs to the Coalition Party from which the present 
Ministry has been constituted. It is, therefore, that I suggested that 
instead of moving a motion for adjournment, he should be satisfied 
with a proper reply through questions. If he is not satisfied with the 

* replies, then it may be his duty in a serious matter to consider if he 
is to move a motion for adjournment; in that case it would be proper 
for him to cross the floor of the House and ' take his seat with the 
Opposition. That procedure should ordinarily be adopted. It is 
from that stand-point that the honourable member has been permit- 
ted to raise a discussion in order to get adequate and proper repliee. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I make a sugges- 

iionP I believe that Government have fixed the maximum prices of 
several articles but Government’s responsibility does not rest there. 
It is the^ duty to see that those articles are available at the price 
fixed. Are the Government prepared to make a statement with regard 
to all those articles, so that the public may know which are the articles 
for which the maximum prices have been fixed and so that they may 
compare the prices for which those articles are actually available P If 
a statement to the above effect is made by the Hon’ble Minister, I 
think that will satisfy the House. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I inform the Hon’ble 
Minister that although the Press Note gives the price of soft coke as 
one rupee four annas per maund, yet the price that is actually ruling in 
the market is one rupee fourteen annas P How would he explain this 
discrepancy ? 

Mr. J. B. R068: Why do the public pay this extra price P 

• Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: W'ell, they have got to pay 
simply because they have got neither gas stove nor electric stove. They 
must have recourse to coal at any cost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me suggest a procedure which may 
profitably be adopted by the House in similar matters which might 

• obviate recourse to extraordinary procedure like motions for adjourn- 

ment. If members who are supporters of the Ministry of the day want 
to discuss such matters, they should follow the procedure that is oWrved 
in the British House of Lords. There the procedure followed in 
umilar circumstances consists in “moving for papers” relating to the 
matter on which a discussion is sought. On the motion a discussion 
foUows but U»ere fs no voting. The Chair suggests that s|K»h a prom* 
dure may be found suitable here also. : 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWOHURY: If the Hon’ble Minieter is 
pleased to make a statement on the subject, then it would meet the 
object we had in view in tablingir this motion for adjournment. 

Th6 Hoil'bto Mr. M. ABDUL KARIM S Sir, I have already made 
a statement only the other day in reply to a question of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 1 promised a fuller information at the time and as a 
matter of fact I have made considerable progress in my investigations 
into the whole affair. I am prepared to make a full statement on the 
floor of the House any time and any day that honourable members 
desire me to do so. 

Mr. 8HRI8H OMAN DR A CHAKRAVERTI 9 Why not now? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I desire to 
make that statement even now. The honourable members will please 
follow what I have got as a result of my investigation about coal. 

The problem has been not so much of supply but oJ securing 
transport. 

The raisings of coal in the principal coalfields of India — Jharia and 
Baniganj — ^have been more than maintained. There is no dearth of 
coal. 

The price index of domestic coke remained normal up to 7th 
October, 1941, when the price rose from annas eight per maund to 12 
annas 6 pies. It rose further to 14 annas per maund on 8th December 
last. Domestic coke was then brought under control and the price 
fixed at 15 annas a maund wholesale and Be. 1-1 retail on the parity 
prices then prevailing — ^Rs. 17 per ton at the Jharia coal-fields. 

Most of the first class coal — and this is produced by about 15 per 
cent, of the collieries — is on contract to railways, naval requirements 
or other priority concerns such as public utility companies and for 
factories on war work whose stock is not allowed to fall short belisw 
a certain minimum number of days, 20 or less according to the distance 
from the collieries. The contract rate of Bs. 5-12 per ton is hardly 
above the pre-war. Eighty per cent, of the wagons allotted for coal 
are taken up for these priority demands and only 20 per cent, left for 
the remaining 85 per cent, of the collieries producing largely second 
class coal for public supply. It is the price of this coal for public ' 
supply that has mounted up and caused public clamour. The 
collieries — the second class collieries — ^it is claimed, do not want to 
profiteer, but unless they are to close down, it will not obviously be 
to the public interest that the price of coal must be kept sufficiently 
high to compensate thein for the overhead expenses .they incur for 
total raisings of coal. The position at present is lhat it is not the 
pnoe of coal that counts, but it is the price of the wagon. iWhoeTW 
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aiKMseeds in unrestricted competition to bid for the wagon aeoOTM the 
ooal and solve the problem. The problem cannot be tackled by the 
Provincial G-overnment on its own. • Action in a limited way, as has 
been possible, has however already been taken with respect to 
domestic coke. Various suggestions have been made by this Govern- 
ment and the Government of Bihar conjointly, who are the parties 
most interested, to the Government of India for the solution of this 
problem. The principal suggestion is the appointment of a Coal 
Transportation Officer who will have statutory authority to regulate 
the supply of wagons for coal in the Bengal and Bihar fields. Coupled 
with this is the suggestion to control the price of pit-head ooal both 
at Jharia and Raniganj and also to direct the consuming provinces 
and states to fix secondary and retail prices of coal. 

As it is, the east-moving wagons, mainly to Bengal, get ooal much 
cheaper than the upcountry stations or Bombay. The price there is 
much higher and of some qualities almost double than obtaining in 
Bengal. 

The Government of India have recently appointed a Special Officer 
to investigate the problem. With the appointment of a Coal Transpor- 
tation Officer it is probable that supplies of coal and coke would be 
better distributed and profiteering which is now due to competition 
for wagons cut out. But so long as the wagon position remains as 
acute as it is now, it is unlikely that the price of second class coal 
will come down materially. The principal, sufferers on this account 
will be the small industries, for instance, the rice mills in Bengal. The 
point that rice is the staple food of Bengal and the desirability of 
normal working of rice mills in the present emergency in the province 
has however been put to the Government of India. So far as coke for 
domestic purposes is concerned the people in mofussil areas should 
find no serious inconvenience to use fire-wood fuel. In Calcutta and 
the surrounding industrial area it is hoped that coke in small quantities 
for domestic purposes would be available. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; So far as I have been able to 
follow the Hon’ble Minister, I understand what he has to say about 
the difficulties in the matter of supplying coal. But, Sir, in spite of 
these difficulties Government had fixed a maximum price and as such 
is it not their duty to see that the article is available at that price f 
No explanation has beep given on that point. 


Th§ Hon’bto Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM i It is due to 

lack of facilities of transport and I shall be very glad to obtain 
suggestions from the honourable members as to how Government can 
successfully tackle this problem. • 
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Sir BIJOY PRASAD SIHGH ROY: I am afraid my honourable 
friend has not followed my point. In spite of the difficulties of 
transport, Government had in their wisdom fixed a maximum price. 
Is it not their duty to see that the article is available for that price 
in the market ? 

Th® Hon’bl® Khsii Bslisdur M* ABDUL KARIM: The question 
of inflation is there and it is beyond the power of Government to con- 
trol it in the way suggested by the honourable member. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then please do not fix the 
price. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINr There ia 
no point in fixing a price then. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The Hon'bl® Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As I have 
already said, it is an all-India question, which is under investigation 
and consideration. Government of Bengal are doing their level best. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is that level best? 
That is what we want to know. 

The Hon’bl® Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is to 

impress on the Government of India. This province alone is not 
interested in this question; along with us, the sister province of 
Bihar is also equally interested in this coal matter. 

Mr. il. B. ROSS: Mr. President, with your permission I might 
be able to make a statement supplementing the Hon’ble Minister’s 
statement from my own personal knowledge of the state of affairs in 
the coal-fields. The present orders of the Railway Board are that on 
five days a week nothing but priority supplies of wagons will 
be granted to any collieries for loading coal to -be used for 
military purposes; and on two days a week only, thlit is on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, wagons will be allotted for loading on 
account of the public. Now the whole underlying qualification of 
these arrangements is that wagons should be available. I may tell 
you that for the last ten days wagon supplies for loading on priority 
account, on loco account and on account of concerns engaged in the 
war effort have been very much in deficit. Wagon supplies- for load- 
ing on public account on 'Wednesdays and Sundays have been 
practically non-existent. There has been an allotment of something 
like 6 pear cent, on basis, that is to say, that a colliery which is 
entitled, shall we say, to ten wagons on public account will get one.> 
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when the colliery gets that one wagon, he has to consign it for 
1^ has probably sold his coal in advance in many cases t« a merchant 
ifhd usually buys public coal and it is the merchant who holds the 
public up to ransom. He has the doal sent to a xiopular consuming 
centre, and he holds an auction and sells the coal to the highest 
bidder. Mr. friend behind me here. Sir Thomas Lamb, had coal 
offered to him the other day at Rs. 30 per ton F. 0. R. colliery 
against a normal price of Rs. 5 and this is a very mild instance of 
what is going on. The Indian section of the 'coal trade, that is the 
Indian Mining Federation and the Indian Colliery Owners’ Associa- 
tion, who are well aware of the difficulties being experienced by 
consumers of soft coke, brought this very matter up before the Rail- 
way Board at a meeting in New Delhi in January and asked for 
priority supplies to be allowed for soft coke which would be sufficient 
to meet the requiremente of the consuming markets, but that request 
was not favourably received. As I see it, the only course open to 
the Hon’ble Minister in Bengal is the enforcement of a maximum 
price. He cannot force the supply of wagons; neither can he alter 
the policy of the Railway Board, because both are outside his jurisdic- 
tion. But one remedy which lies in his hand is that he should 
take drastic action against the people who are prohteering and the 
public should be asked not only to refuse to pay high prices but to 
report such demands to responsible officers of Government to enable 
them to take action. It is the failure of the public to report such 
cases that enables this sort of profiteering to go undetected and if the 
public will co-operate with the Hon’ble Minister, I am sure they will 
make his task very much easier and bring about what my friend 
Mr. Roy Chowdhury seeks to gain by his motion for adjournment. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It appears 

from the statement of the Hon’ble Minister that it is due to competi- 
tion in wagons that the price of coal has gone up. But from Mr. Ross 
we get that there is no competition in wagons but that the higher price 
is due to the profiteering of the middle-men. They are charging a 
higher price than'^that fixed by the Government. If the railway freight 
is not increased, how can there be any increase in prices at all? The 
difficulty is about getting supply of wagons. So, it is the duty of 
Government to find out the people who are profiteering and drastic 
action should be taken against them. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURYc Mr. Boss is perfectly right 
when he aaye that the Hon’ble Minister has two ways of tackling the 
problem, namely, to fix the price of soft coke at pithead at Raniganj 
within Bengal and also to ask the Government of India to induce 
the Bihar Government to fix its pithead price of soft coke at Jharia. 
But Raniganj and Asansol are within Bengal and some steps may be 
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taken to control the price there. It is a farce to fix a price and not 
to see to its ^forcement. We purchased coal from the depdt at Bs. 1-14 
a maund even after the maximum price had been fixed at Bs. 1-4. 
Had we refused to purchase coaf at that price, we would have gone 
without meals. Steps should be taken by the Government of Bengal 
to see that in Ballygunge and other depdts coal is sold at Bs. 1-4 per 
maund and he who refuses to sell at tW price should be prosecuted. 
That will be sufficient. That is all we want. We know of the 
wagon difficulty. If I had the time, I could have dwelt on the matter 
of wagon supply, for I have studied the position carefully and I do 
say that now that shipment of coal to the Far East and Singapore 
has stopped, 50 wagons per day for shipment of coal and bunker 
coal will be released. Mr. Boss knows this. I have got information 
that they were despatching about 200 wagons a day to Eidderpore 
Docks for shipment. At least 25 wagons of these 200 may be placed 
for transport of soft coke to Calcutta. My information is that daily 
consumption of domestic coal is 500 tons; therefore, it is the business 
of the Hon’ble Minister to see whether by coaxing the military author- 
ities and the Bail way Board he cannot get these 25 wdgons for 
supplying coal to Calcutta. He should also take immediate steps to 
fix the price of pithead coke and enfcTrce sale of the same at Calcutta at 
the price of Bs. 1-4 per maund and to prosecute the profiteers. 

Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN: Sir, in the jute mill areas there was 
no complaint regarding the supply of coal but only regarding food- 
stuffs, because we used to get our coal from the mills. When the 
prices of coal began to soar high, the Government laid down a 
maximum price but. Sir, who is going to take proper steps to enforce 
the price? It is entirely dependent on the question as to whether 
the sellers are going to sell at this price. In our municipality we 
have passed a resolution to enforce the price, but no action has been 
taken by the Government. We have also gone to the higher authori- 
ties but there too no action has been taken by them. The Government 
is only issuing a notification but is doing nothing else, so that thA 
sufferings of the people are going on and on. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: After hearing what the Hon’ble 
Minister had to say on this subject, I do not move my motion. 

Disoussioii of 8upploiimitary Estimatos. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House will now take up the discussion of 
the Supplementary Estimates. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8s On a point of order, Sir. 
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| BiAadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOtAim Sir, with 
regard to this matter, may I with your permission point out one thing P 
W« got notice that the Supplementary Estimates will be discussed 
to-dey only after coming to the Houte. “As we were not sure of it, I 
did not bring in my notes nor even the statement with me for discus* 
sion. In this view of the matter, Sir, it is impossible for us to proceed 
with the discussion of the Supplementary Estimates to*day. I would, 
therefore, request that Government may be pleased to fix some other 
*day for the discussion of these estimates. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The Chair feels the diflSculty of the honourable 
members. As a matter of fact, my office also got the altered Agenda 
Paper only this morning. That is why it could only be circulated to 
the honourable members in the House. May I remind the honourable 
members that the date for discussion of the Supplementary Estimates 
under the Government of India Act are fixed by His Excellency the 
Governor in his individual judgment? So, unless the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister can see his way to get another date fixed by His Excellency, 
it is difficult for the Chair to intervene in this matter. Rule 14 of the 
Governor’s Rules states: “The Governor, exercising his individual 
judgment, may from time to time allot a day for the presentation of a 
supplementary statement of expenditure.’’ The Chair desires the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to indicate what should be done under the 
circumstances. The Chair feels the difficulty of the honourable 
members in that they had practically speaking no notice that the 
matter was coming up to-day. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Sir, the 
House is aware that this matter was to have been considered on the 
26th February last, for that was the date fixed by His Excellency the 
Governor. Then it was decided that it would be taken up on 
another day and accordingly His Excellency fixed to-day for the 
purpose. His special permission was taken and he has fixed the 3rd 

of March (Khan Bahadur S-uyed Mu.4ZZamtjddin Hosain: But 

this House was not informed of this in time.) However, Sir, if I may 
make a suggestion, I would like to say that this House could only 
have a general discussion on these estimates and that we may finish it 
to-day. My honourable friends of the Opposition at any rate will feel 
rather shy in criticising these Supplementary Estimates, because these 
estimates should have been brought up here by the last Ministry long 
*ago. They cannot criticise themselves too long for obvious reasons. 
We have to forget the past to a great extent. The Lower House has 
voted this demand and the assurance that I can give to the members of 
the House is that there will be no such occasion for complaint in future. 
These matters will come to the Legislature in proper time. Some extra- 
ordinary expenditure may have to be met during the period of 
emergency. Subject to this, the normal procedure would be followed. 



302 


SUFFLEMENTABY ESTIMATES. [3ed MiOtca/ 

Khan Bahadur SAI YED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOSAIN { The 

supplementary demand has been placed before the Legislature 
practically before the actual demand has been made. The difficulty is 
we have not got copies of the- printed books with us to-day. We have 
not brought them as we did not know that the Supplementary Estimates 
would be taken up to-day. 

Tha Hon*bla Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have got two. 
copies of the books and I can give the honohrable member one copy. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT8 It is the duty of the Chair to see that members 
are not deprived of their legitimate right of getting due and timely 
notice of matters to be discussed in the House. It should have 
occurred to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the members of the 
House were entitled to be apprised timely of the date on which the 
Supplementary Estimates would come up for discussion in the House. 
We have been informed only this morning that this matter had been 
fixed for discussion to-day. Before this no mention about the date 
for the discussion of the Supplementary Estimates was ma^e in the 
programme of business circulated by the Home (Constitution and 
Elections) Department. If the Hon’ble Finance Minister does not 
see his way to consider this aspect of the matter, the Chair may be 
obliged to explore means to protect the rights of the members of this 
House. It is the duty of the Chair to see that the rules of the House 
are duly observed. Even if the date for discussion of this subject has 
to be fixed by the Governor in exercise of his individual judgment, the 
Governinent should see that the date for discussion is intimated to my 
office at a reasonable time before the actual discussion takes place, so 
that the honourable members of the House may be timely informed 
and may, accordingly, come prepared for discussion. I would request 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister to consider the question from this point 
of view. 

Th« Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, if it "is 
left to me, I would immediately accept your suggestion. But, Sir, I 
am between the House and the Governor’s discretion. I cannot com- 
mit His Excellency, but if it is your desire and the desire of the House 
that another day should be allotted for the discussion of the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, I shall convey the wish of the House to the proper . 
quarters and try to secure another day for it. 

Mr. PRE8IBENT: The Leader of the Opposition may move a 
motion to the effect that in view of the fact that notice of iffiscussion * 
of the Supplementary Estimates was received only this morning, the 
diaottssion 1^ postponed, if necessary, till to-morrow. 
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B^diailw B^AIYCD M HOSilllli I big to 

that in view of tlie fact that notice of ducuasion of the Sttpple- 
ntontary Estimates was received only (this morning, the discussion he 
postponed, if necessary, till to-morrow. 


Hr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in view 
of the fact that notice of discussion of the Supplementary Estimates 
was received only this morning, the discussion be postponed, if neces- 
sary, till to-morrow. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provlaione) 

Extending Billi 1M2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Bengal Non- 
Agricultur^l Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to intro- 
duce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Extending Bill, 1942. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point of order. Sir. 1 draw 
your attention to sub-rule 2 of Rule 49 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. It has been our experience that these rules 
are binding on the non-oificial members of the House. Bui 1 am 
sorry to submit that the present Ministry is observing these rules more 
in their breach than in their observance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your particular point? 

>lr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, a period of notice for motion 
to introduce a Bill is required under the rules and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no motion asking for leave of the 
House to introduce this Bill. By publishing this Bill in the Qasette, 
the Government have dispensed with the necessity of asking leave of 
tile House for introduction. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I bed to 
introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1942. ^ 

S^retary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: TliCBill is introduced. 
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Tilt fOMUi lilitte M. ASOtft. KMliaii 8lr, 1 iiove 

that tlia said Bill be takexL into consideration. 

Mfi AMULYADHONE ROYt On a point of order. Again 1 draw 
your attention to rule 62 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Buies. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister bas moved tbat tbe Bill be taken 
into consideration but, Sir, we muet get time to put forward amend* 
ments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have not yet come to tbat stage. Tbat 
will be after tbis motion for consideration is carried. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As tbe House 
is well aware, tbe House passed tbe previous Bill on tbis subject, 
namely, tbe Bengal Non* Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act, 1940. Now, tbe object of tbis Bill is only to extend tbe time 
from two years as in tbat Act to three years in order to enable us in tbe 
meantime to bave a permanent and more comprebensive ^legislation 
prepared and placed on tbe statute book. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of order. I draw your attention. 
Sir, to tbe proviso to rule 52 of our Council Procedure Buies wbiob 
says that “no sucb motion shall be made until after copies of tbe Bill 
bave been made available for. tbe use of members and tbat any member 
may object to any sucb motion being made, unless copies of tbe Bill 
bave been so available for fifteen days before a motion under clause (a) 

Tbe Hon’ble Minister bas moved tbat tbe Bill be taken into 

consideration, but copies of tbe Bill in question bave been made 
available to us only just now and 15 days will count only from to*day. 
So I tbink, Sir, tbat tbe motion for consideration is not in order. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tbe honourable member should remember tbat 
tbe Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette of tbe 14tb Pebrui^ry. 
Tbat is sufficient publication and dispenses with tbe necessity 
of distribution of copies to members. So, I rule that this motion for 
consideration which bas just been moved is in order, as the pubBoa* 
tion has been made fifteen days before. 

Th» Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Tbe formef 
Aot,^ tbe Bengal Non* Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, was passed and as probably tbe House is awai%, a special com- 
mittee was proposed to be appointed to consider tbe whole tiuestion of 
tbe rights of non*agricultural tenants in urban areas. A committee 
was already appointed by Government and before tbe committee should 
finiab their labours, it was brought to the notice of Government GiOt 
designing landlords with tbe object of defeating Ibe Obysct of any ilicb 
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being brought forward were going to instiitute enita and 
tue| other measures for ejectment. Therefore it became noeiuary, 
penning the report of the Select Committee and pendinjg a permanent 
legmlation on thm topic to pass that* Act and it was intended in that 
Act that as a matter of fact for two years these people would not be 
permitted to bring about the ejectment of any tenants. And that was 
a temporary provision. Now that period of two years, the duration 
.of that period, will expire on the 29th of May next. A comprehen- 
sive Bill has already been drafted and it is now lying in the lUvenue 
Department. As time is short and as the whole object of the previous 
legislation will be defeated unlees this period is further extended by 
one year more and as the whole thing that we have done hitherto for 
the people will be infructuous, this Bill has been brought up before 
the House to extend the time by one year more. It is with this object 
of extending that period of two .years of the former Act to three years 
that this Bill has been produced. That is the whole object of the 
Bill, and I hope the House will be pleased to consider this Bill. 

Mfi m ESI DENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Bir, I rise to oppose the 
motion which has just been moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of this Bill. Sir, this Bill now seeks to extend the provisions of the 
Temporary Provisions Act (Act IX of 1940) by another one year. 
Now, let us first of all turn to the Act and see what are its provisions. 
There are certain provisions in that Act by which pending suits and 
proceedings were stayed. That measure was introduced by the 
previous Government and passed by the Legislature with a view to 
enable the committee that was appointed by the House to examine the 
whole problem of non-agricultural tenancy. The two years period is 
about to expire. In the meantime, the committee had reported^ a 
Bill was drafted and published, and that Bill in a way was introduced 
as early as 14th September, 1941. I fail to understand what i« the 
justification of Government’s coming before the House after nearly 
six months with a proposal for extending the life of the existing Act. 
That Bill was thoroughly considered, prepared and published. It now 
remains for Government only to proceed with that Bill; but instead of 
that, instead of moving that the Bill published by the previous 
Government be referred to a Select* Committee, Governnoent now comes 
with a proposal for extending the life of the Act which is about to 
ei^ire. In this Act, as I just mentioned, there are certain provisions 
by which pending suits and proceedings were stayed. It will be most 
undesirable to keep them pending for another year and especially when 
there is not much justification for it. Sir, my friend descriUd land- 
lords as designing. But whatever they mighty bsi tiiey too espw^t 
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juftice and fair play even at the hands of the present GoTemment; 
they should not be deprived of their legitimate rights by the procedure 
which has just been suggested by the Hon’ble Minister. 

On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 
although we agree that there has been considerable delay in regard to 
the Bill contemplated to be brought forward to deal with the non-' 
agricultural tenancies of Bengal, yet I think, under the circumstances, 
it is only necessary that a Bill of this nature which has just been 
presented before the House should be passed, because otherwise if the 
original Bill, which has been published in the Gazette, were introduc- 
ed and referred to a select committee, then it would be impossible for 
the Bill to go through both the Houses of Legislature before the 29th 
of May. It will be a very great hardship to the non-agricultural 
tenants if a Bill of this nature is not passed immediately. Sir, I say 
that there has been considerable delay in the matter of passing a 
comprehensive Act dealing with non-agricultural tenancies; and it 
should no longer be delayed and must be expedited as much as possible. 
But placed as we are, it is only proper that the term of the emergent 
Bill should be extended by a year or so. Of course, there may be 
difference of opinion as to whether it should be extended by six 
months or a year; but in any case there must be some extension, as 
it is impossible for us to expect that the comprehensive Bill will be 
passed by both Houses of the Legislature and receive the assent of His 
Excellency the Governor by the 29th of May. (Sir Buoy Pbasad 
Singh Hoy: What about the original Bill?) As I have said, the 
original Bill should also be placed before the House, but as I have 
said, there is no possibility of that Bill being passed by both Houses 
of the Legislature within a short period. So, an Act like this has 
become necessary in the interests of the tenants of Bengal. With these 
comments, I support the motion for taking the Bill into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion for consideration of the Bill. I submit that the considera- 
tione urged upon the House by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy are to a 
large extent irrelevant. We find that a committee actually worked ou 
this subject fpr a long time and has submitted a report. We also 
know that a comprehensive Bill has been drafted and published iu the* 
Calcutta Gazette. Before, however, the new Government ean Mttle 
down to its normal duties, it will have to re-examine the provisdons of 
the Bill because the new Government may have a new policy, and it 
is quite conceivable that they may reconsider the principles or the 
details of the Bill before introducing the same. If any changes are 
necessary, if even slight alterations are required, they should be care- 
fully considered, .^ut the point does not really arise, now. We find 
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tbpl^ the proposed Bill has not been placed before the Legislaiure, We 
d||d; that the temporary Act is going to expire by the 29th of May and 

also find that it is not possible to pass the main before the expira* 
tion of this period. We are to consiaer therefore what we are to do. 
We ought to tackle the problem like practical men, and that is to 
extend the provisions of the temporary Act until the Legislature is in 
a position to pass a comprehensive Act. In these circumstances I 
submit, although for different reasons, that it is inevitable that the 
present Bill of this nature should be passed extending the period by a 
further period of one year. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But the Government had 
three or four months’ time to come before the House with such a 
proposal ! 

Ktian Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: Well, Sir, the Govern- 
ment of which Sir Bijoy was such a prominent member was not parti- 
cularly swift in the matter of taking decisions with regard to legisla- 
tion. Th^ subject is highly contentious and I think it is a very wise 
principle, in matters of legislation, not to be hasty but to carefully 
deliberate over the provision® of a Bill before it is placed on the statute 
book. 1 therefore submit that the present Bill should be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I am 
indeed surprised that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy who was the 
sponsor of the Bill in its passage through the Legislature in the last 
Administration and had been so profuse in giving assurances that 
the Ministry would do justice to all classes of landlords and tenants, 
should now take recourse to delaying tactics. I should think that the 
new Ministry should be given the time— one or two months’ time— -to 
study the Bill and introduce a fresh comprehensive measure. I, there- 
fore, don’t think that Sir Bijoy should oppose what is, to all intents 
anfi purposes, his own Bill. In this view, I shall be very pleased to 
support the motion before the House. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not rise to oppose 
the Bill though it has been both supported and opposed by the Opposi- 
tion. I should like to suggest that when any Ministry changes, as 
is quite likely, — it sometimes changes like pictures in kaleidoscope, — 
the measures adopted by one Ministry should not be changed or 
reviewed or re-committed to select committees or re-circulated for 
eliciting public opinion, as these procedures tend to waste of public 
money. If the Bill was ready in September and the new Ministers 
were in office in December, why was it not introduced in the last'* 
December session? In that case, we would have finished it by now. 
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The piesent position is that we are introducing tlus BiU to-day,, then 
we shall have to wait for another week for discussion. So, it will he 
seen how much money is waste<^ in this way. I would suggest, there* 
fore, that the new Minister-in-charge should consider the measures 
adopted by the previous Ministry as quickly as possible and thereby 
save time and public money. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: Sir Bijoy 
Prasad raises his voice of protest and ‘ ‘warbles his native woodnote 
wild” like the proverbial solitary bird. On going through the file, I 
find that he was the sponsor of the Bill which was passed. The present 
Bill seeks to extend the operation of that Act. He now finds fault with 
the new Ministry that so many months have elapsed without our taking 
any action on it. But people who live in glass houses must not pelt 
stones at others. According to his statement, if the Bill was almost 
ready (Sir Buoy Peasad Singh Roy: Not almost ready.) It was 
almost ready because it was introduced at that time and was under your 
consideration. As he said by the middle of September, tlfb Bill was 
almost ready, Sir Bijoy Prasad has got to explain how from September 
19th to December 17th he kept silent over the matter. So if the present 
Ministers are guilty, to a great extent Sir Bijoy Prasad also was guilty 
of contributory negligence. However, I do not wish to dilate on the 
matter any further. It is his own Bill and, consistently, he should 
not oppose it. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, what I have suggested 
was that instead of introducing the present Bill, they should have 
proceeded with the Bill that was already published and should have 
extended the operation of the Bill that was introduced by the last 
Ministry. They could have easily done so and referred this Bill to a 
select committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942, be taken into consideration, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAtN: Sir, I 
think that a shorter time than one year should be provided. This 
amending Bill will not probably be referred to a select committee in 
order to expedite its passage. There are some who would like to 
submit amendments. I think, therefore, that one day should be givefh 
for putting in amendments. 



NON-A&EI. BILL. 

PRCSIOENT? 1 it wo«id iiot be inooii've&ieiii^^ if I fix 

iboB on Friday, the 6th instant, for giving notice of amehdmenti. 
wUl be taken into considera|ion, claxuse by clause, for j^al 
sislttement on Monday, the 9th March. 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DA$: On a point of information. Sir. 
May I ask one thing. Sir ? There are two other Bills, Government 
Bills, the reports of the select committees thereon were submitted as 
far back as the 11th December last. One of them, namely, the State 
Aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, I think. Sir, is non-contentious ; 
so this can easily be gone into in this session. The other Bill is the 
Bengal Markets Regulation (Amendment) Bill. If this latter Bill is 
decided not to be proceeded with, then the Hon’ble Minister should 
take action under rule 70 of our rules under which he is to say. Sir, 
that he is not going to proceed with the Bill. In any case, Sir, some- 
thing ought to be done with respect to these two Government Bills. 

Mr. lyiESIDENT: This is a matter which, I think, should be 
settled between Government and the party leaders. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: Sir, we 
have no notice of any programme for the next few days. We do not 
know if there will be sittings of the House at all after to-day; if so, 
after how long. We have not yet lieen able to know whether the 
supplementary budget will be taken up for discussion tomorrow or the 
day after tomorrow. We want to know definitely on what particular 
dates this subject or that subject will be taken up so that we might 
come prepared on that particular day for that particular subject. In 
short, my submission its that we want to have a few days programme 
in advance. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The same 

difficulty which confronted the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee confronts me 
he*re in giving the honourable member a definite answer. But, as a 
matter of fact, when the House has resolved unanunously that this 
should be postponed to a future date, of course the verdict of the House 
will take its own course. 

. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What about the State Aid to 
Industries BillP 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Oh, that may 
come later. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINl We are 

anxious to get away at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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Th* Hon’bto Dr. SYAMAPRAtAD MOOKERJEEi The diffictilty 
about the fixing of a date for the discuasion of the eupplementary 
budget is this. His Exeellenoy ^e Oovernor^^s not here just now, and 
hence we cannot suggest a definite date, which would be fixed by Hxi 
Excellency himself. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on 
Friday, the 6th March, 1'94Q. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Friday, the 6th March, 
1942. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
3rd March, 1942 : — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Alu 

(2) Mr. Eader Baksh. 

(3) Bai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr.* Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(6) Mrs. E. D’Rozario. 

(7) Mr. E. E. Dutta. 

(3) Ehan Bahadur Alhaj Ehwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(9) Alhaj Ehan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(10) Mr. Humayun Eabir. 

(11) Ethan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Ehan. 

(12) Maulana Mohd. Akram Ehan. 

(13) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(14) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(16) Dr. R. E. Mookerjee. 

(16) Ehan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahaman. 

(17) Dr. E. S. Ray. 

(18) Mr. B. E. Roy Chowdhury. 

(19) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Rai Sahib J'. M. Sen. 

(21) Raja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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Bengal i^asLAnvE council debatcs 

% 

■ 

* First Ssssioh— No. 11. 

% «r 

" it „ — — 


The Coititctl met in the Legislative ChamJ>er of the Legislative 
building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 6th March, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the eleventh day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendha Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Indo-Burma Immigration Agrsomont. 

*48. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in'ctlarge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to^tate if the Governmeni; of 
Bengal was consulted by the Government of India regarding ihejfcermil 
of the recently concluded Indo-Burma Immigration Agreement? 

(5) If so, have the Government of Bengal Approved^ the said 
terms ? 

(c) If not, have the Government of Bengal mad» any representa- 
tion in the matter with a view to safeguard the legitimate interest of 
Bengalis living in, and having connection with, Burma? If not, why 
not ? 

(d) Do the Government of Bengal propose to communicate their 
lyews regarding the terms of the Agreement in question emphasising 
the objectionable and disciiminatory characters of some of the t^^)» 
of the said# Agreement ? If aot, why -not? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Non’hle Mr. I%ama^|a Nath 
' Banarji^: (a) No. 

(6) Db^s. not arise. 

(c) and (d) Yiewii of this Government were submitted to Govern- 
ment of India on lS)^ .19th^Sepjtember, 1941, and no reply has yet been 
received. 4 » 

♦This qoestioo remained unanswered from the Second B eerio n of 1941. 
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Rtoommanilatioiis of tli« Lamt Ravenue Oomiiiisaioii.; 

•54. llfr« flUR Ja) Will the Uoh’ble MmiflteT in charge 

of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if his attention 'has been 
drawn to the specMc recommendations mi^^ by the Land Revenue 
Commission in paragraphs 266, 267, 268, 268 And paragraphs 280, 314, 
316, 316, 317, '146 and 157 of ^e first* Volume of their report, the 
summary of which has been given Rt^pages 177 to 180 'of the said 
report regarding reduction of rent, etc. P 

(6) If so, do the Government propose to introduce suitable legifla- 
tion in the Bengal Legislature as early as possible to give effect to these 
recommendations P 

If not, why not? 

(d) Which of the other recommendations have been accepted by the 
Government up to this timeP 

f' 

TM HonPblo Mr. tRAMATHA llAf H BANERJEE: (a) Yes! 

* *(by to (d) A draft Bill embodying Government’s decision on Land 
.RevilLi)iO Uommission’s recommendation in paragraphs 314-317 of the 
.Rtp^ is under examination.* Other recommendations are under 
bUtoideralSon. «» 

:a . 

* 

« 

Enquiry into thi question of processions with nuisio in public 
* ,-y in Dinajpur. 

55. tiai Sahib JOGENitRA NATH ROY ron behalf of Rai Sahib 
Jatindra Mohap Sen)f WHl^^lfe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be "spleased to state — 

(a) the date when Mr. V. N. Rajan, District Magistrate, Dinajpur, 

started an enquiry regarding processions with music in public 
thoroughfares ; 

(b) whether he started the enquiry on his own initiative of on* the 

direction of the^highef authorities ; 

(c) what was the scope of this enquiry and whether ft wa® a public 

enquiry tr an enqui^ in camera ; 

(d) wlwther the onqttiry has been finished ; if so, when ; if not, wjien 

.# it is likely to be finished; * 

(s) th§ number of persons examined and if any of thenk were police 
officers; if so, how many; and 

(f) whether representations, oral or in writing, were made by the 
late Jogindra Chandra Chakmvarti ^to finish the enquiry 
before the lut Dui^ga !^‘a P * 

* ■ _ , „ || I ■■ , ,,1 I , 

*Qu^ioiis No. S4» Up 56 oad 57 raxiaiiiod unanswered from the Third Seesioa of lMt» 


I^IJlItTER in charge of the HOME anE PUBLICITY , IfEPART- 
fiNTt <ttie ffdinila Mr. A. K. Faalul HinO: (a) In Apni' 1941. 

i 1(6) On his own initiative in compliance with (he orders current since 
before 1927 that custom is the deciding factor. 

(c) Evidence was g|^en to him confidentially By those who deposed. 

(d) The enquiry was finished about the middle of November, 1941. * 

(e) About 110, of whom ehijut 26 were police officers. 

% "* 

(f) I have no information. 


Immersion of imagea of gutMtn Durga at Dincipur. f , 

^ »-■ . • "Tm-^ 

fi6. Rai Sahib dOCENORA NATH ROY <on behalf of Ral Sal^ib 

datindra Mohan Sen); Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

Home Department be pleased, tp state — 

• ' 

(a) whether Mr. V. N. Rajah, i.c.s., Distiict Magistrate of Dipaj* 

pur, himself dealt with the applications for licenfie*of 
processions with music in connection with thi ipoiinersion . 
of the images of goddess l>urga at the last l>ufgai>r|?uja 
festival, under the Defence of India Rules; '' - 

(b) whether the District Magistrate granted sanction suBject ter 

music being stopped before mosques Bt all time of the day ; 

(c) whether representations were made to the ^strict Magistralte * 

to the effect that the condition of the licence was hnjust and 
unfair and prejudicial to iho enquiry hsr^ was holding ; 

(d) whether representations were made tp the Divisional Commis- 

sioner, the Chief Secretary and His Excellency the Governor 
on the one hand ahd the Home Minister and the Chief 
Minister on the other and that each of theuk declined . 
to interfere until Mr. Raj an completed his enc^uiry and 
• submitted his report; ai^ 

(e) whether it was not represented thal the processions be qllowad 

£b be taken out with music beyond prayer time on the distinct 
understanding that such processions ^ would not create a 
precedent P ’ - * * 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) It was urged by the Hindus before the District Magistrate that 
the conditions were unfair ; no representation appears to have been made 
him that the condition% were prejudicial to the enquiry then being 
made. On the contrary the understanding was that conditions would 
he imposed till completion of the enquiry. 



316 QtTESTIOKS AKD ANSWEB8. [6Tfi 

{d) I have no information if representationB were made to the Bivi- 
sional Commissioner and His Excellency the Govemor. Beferenoea 
were probably made to the master in communications to the Chief 
Secretary, my colleague then in charge of the Home Department, and 
myself. Government did not intervene. 

(s) Hot at the time. 

Failurt of orops in oortain ^arta of Chittagong 

67 . Mr* NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tjjlie Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 

props have been entirely lost in the Chakaria, Bauskhali and 
Kutubdia thanas of Cox’s Baslir subdivision and in Satkania, part of 
^plangunia, Patiya, Anwara, Boalkhali and Hathazari thanas of Sadar 
subdivicfion of Chittagong, owing to flood and inundation in the last 
rainy season and the people of these villages are in distress? 

(6) Have the Government granted any remission in payment of rent 
hnd revenue in these flood-affected areas ? If so, how mudh ? 

•i 

{py If not, do the Government propose to make any remission ? If 
not, why not? 

{d) Do the Government propose to suspend realisation of education 
cess in these areas? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that the people in thesa areas are unable to pay such 
revenue and cess? 

(j) Is it a f^t that in^th^ fhe revenues have been realised 

in Chittagong with lb per «eiit,t. of penalty in almost all cases which 
caused great hardship io the land-owners concerned ? 

{g) If so, do the Government proppse to reduce the rate of penalty 
to be realised to 6 per cent, or less? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) Ho. The 

extent of damage was as folio we: — 

Chakaria— Three-fourths. 

' Bauskhali and Eutubdiar-*Hil. 

Satkahia — ^One-fourth; 

Bangunia, Patiya, Anwara and Boalkhali — ^negligible. 

Hathazari — ^Hil. 

(6) and (c) Remission is not allowed for failure of only one crop 
without taking into consideration the other crops of the year. Applica- 
tions for remission were, however, very carefully enquired into btit it 
was found that the percentage of damage did not justify remission 
according to rules 176 to 180 of the Bengal Tauzi Manual, lOiO. 
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/ Under the existing law there is no provision for sttspension of 
e&^ffon oess. 

(e) No, because there was a good cAnan crop. 

(f) In exempting the estates which defaulted in the kist of June, 
1941, feom sale, exemption^-fees were realised at the following rates: — 

(1) At 1 per cent, within one month from the latest date of p^jr- 

* ment. 

(2) At 2 per cent, after one month but before 15 days from the 
date of sale. 

(3) At 10 per cent, two days before the date of sale. 

(4) At 16 per cent, on the date of sale and on the day preceding 
that date. 

(g) The matter is under consideration. 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he does*not think that the realisation of 10 per cent, or 16 per cent, 
penalty is causing hardship to the poor defaulters? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as this 
question is concerned, I have reason to believe that the matter is 
governed by the rules ; and the question of changing the rules js a 
question which may be separately considered. 

Questions tabled for the Current SesMcW 

4 ' . 

Test relief work in Bhati area. 

10. Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state — 

(а) what is the rate of wages for test relief work as fixed by the 

Famine Code; and 

(б) whether the Government have arranged for giving relief to 

the dependants of workers in th^ bhati area of Mymensingh 
, where test relief operations are now going on; if net, why 

not? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Where 

the full daily task can be performed the rates are as in section 166 of 
the Famine Code. Where only three>fourth8 of the daily task can be 
performed the rates are as in section 167 of the Code. 

(b) Yes, the wages to test workers cover relief .to dependants. 



sii' AKD [Gth MabcM, 

Khan Bahadur BAIYEH MUAIZAMUDOIN tfBBAIIf: With 
reference to (b), will the Hon’ble Minister kindly let me kno# what' 
is the rate at which the labourefi*s are being paid in this particular 
areaP 

The Hon’hia Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid 
I have not got the figure with me just now; but if the Hon’ble the 
Leader of the Opposition so desires, I can supply him with those 
figures. 

KJian Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIH: 1 may 

tell the Hon’ble Minister that the dependents of the labourers are not 
being paid anything. So, may I ask him why this procedure which 
is ht variance with the Famine Code has been adopted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall make 
an enquiry into the matter. So far as the Famine Code is concerned, 
I think the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition knows •irery well 
how difficult it is to follow the Famine Code. For this difficulty we 
have been following the Famine Manual, wherever possible. 


Arrest of Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose. 

11. Mr. NUR AHMIEDc Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state— ^ 

(a) why Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was Suddenly arrested on the 
11th December, 1941 and 

(h) whether the Government prdpose to take steps ^ to get him 
released at once; if not, why nptP 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The attention of the 
honourable member is invited to the Press Communique issued by the 
Government of India on the 11th December, 1941. 

(h) My colleagues and myself have approached the Government of 
India in the matter. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOCKER JEE: Will the Hon’ble the, 

Home Minister be pleased to say what is the latest position with regmrd 

to the matter? Has any communication been received from the 

Government of India? 

•# 

Tht HonldS Mr. A. K. FAZLIIL HUQS We have received cevtaim 
communications from the Government of India and we have madS 
further representations ; but it is not possible to disclose how the matter 
stands at present. 



QUESTIONS A|rD Ap^ES. 



BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is, it a {act that up till now 
th<|re* has been no representation from the Gorernment of Ben^^l as 
sutUh'to the Government of India regarding the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra BoseP 


Thf Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs No representation has 
been made by the Government of Bengal, but a representation was 
made by the Council of Ministers. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Am I to infer that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal do not agree with the views of the Council of Ministers P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not correct. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it a fact that there is no 
unanimity of opinion in the Government on this question and that the 
Government of Bengal as such have refused to move in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certaintly not. 


Babu Shanker Nath Sen, Distriot Magistrate^ Jessore. 

12. Mr. AMULYADHAN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— ^ 

(a) whether Babu Shanker Nath Sen is now acting as the District 

Magistrate of Jessore; 

(b) whether he is the Taxing Officer, Motor Vehicles Tax Depart- 

ment, Jessore; 

(c) whether he is the Secretary of the Regional Transport 

' Authority ; 

(d) whether he has kept for his use for the last few months a motor 

car No. 147 B.G.E., belonging to one Babu Kasi Nath Dutta 
of Ealiganj; 

(e) whether the Jessore-Jhenida Bus Route is practically a line of 

mcmopoly of Easi Nath Dutta; 

(/) whether Babu Shanker Nath Sen pays any hire to Easi Nath 
Dutta; and 

(g) if so, what is the amount paid by him monthly P 

Thb HM’bIt Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQt (a) He so acted from the 
26th January, 1942, to 15th February, 1942. 

(6) and (o) Yes. , 
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(d), if) and {g) He has hired contract carriage B.G.B. 147 owned by 
Babn Hasbi Nath Dutta from the middle of October and paid ae nnder — 

Ct 

Bs.38 in November, 1941. 

Bs.33 in December, 1941. 

B8.42 in January, 1942. 


(e) Babu Kashi Nath Dutta is not the only owner permitted to ply' 
on this route. 


Arrest of Abdul Matin Chowdtiury, etc. 

18. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be' pleased to 
state — 

(а) the circumstances which led to the issue of orders o7 restraint 

under the Defence of India Rules on the Moslem lieague 
Secretaries of Noakhali and Feni, and on Mr. Abdul Matin 
Chowdhury of Gunabati; and 

(б) whether they are guilty of anything which might affect war 

efforts ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Restrictive orders have 
been issued on — 

(t) Maulvi Majibur Rahman described as the Secretary of the 
Noakhali Muslim League; 

{it) Maulvi Sultan Ahmed described as the ex>Secretary of the 
Feni Muslim League; and 

(tu) Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury of Gunabati for the following 
reasons ; — 

(i) he had organised breaches of the peace and was engaged 
in activities likely to encourage enmity and hatred 
between Muslims and Hindus and between certain 
opposing classes of Muslims; ^ 

(it) he had engaged in activities endangering the public 
safety and tranquillity and incitatory of class and sec- 
tional hatred; and 

(Hi) he was engaged m activities likely to result in a br«Mieb 
of the peace and a disturbance of public order. 


(b) Not directly. 
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IIOmii Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: Are we 

td^ lUiderstand that they were put under restraint because they were 
doing organisation work of the League? 

Tha Hoii*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, that is not correct. 


Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the nature of the activities, by giving concrete instances, 
which were considered to be encouraging enmity and hatred between 
Muslims and Hindus? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice, 
because I have got to go through the papers. 


Reoomuioiidatiotis of the Land Revenue Commission. 

14. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state if the Government of Bengal 
have accepted the main recommendation of the T<and Revenue Com- 
mission, otherwise known as the Floud Commission Report, regarding 
State purchase of estates and tenures and other intervening interests in 
land? If not, why not? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No; in the 

midst of the urgent problems created by the war, the present Ministry 
have not yet had time to complete their examination of the recommenda- 
tions of the Land Revenue Commission. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with some precision the time by which it would be 
pi>8sible to arrive at a decision in this matter? 

The Hon'bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Government 
desires to arrive at a decision on this matter as early as humanly 
possible. 


Baourity prisoners. 

15. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minuter in 
charge of the Home Depsuiment be pleased to state— 

(a) the total number of security prisoners in Bengal so far taken 
under the Defence of India Act under orders of the Bssigal 
GoTwnmrat; * 
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(b) whether it is a faot as reported in papers on the 16th Febrcuu^’, 

1942, that a Tribunal will be constituted to go into liie 
question of release of those security prisoners ; if so, when 
is it likely to be set up; 

(c) whether the prisoners will be given the right of being defended 

before the Tribunal; and 

(d) whether the constitution of the Tribunal will be an act within 

the purview of the ordinary authority of the Council of 
Ministers? 

Tha Hoil*blO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Ordinary 269 and 
special 1,243. 

(b) and (c) I hope to be able to make an announcement shortly. 

(d) The Tribunal will be constituted by Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state why a distinction is made between Government and the 
Council of Ministers as is seen in reply to question (d)? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, there is ordinarily 
a distinction between the Government of Bengal and the Council of 
Ministers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether His Excellency the Governor will be bound 
by the advice of the Council of Ministers in the matter of the constitu- 
tion of this Tribunal? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, it is a difficult 
question to answer. The only thing I can say is, as the honourable 
member is aware, there are certain matters which are decided by His 
Excellency exercising his individual judgment; and in some he acts ih 
his discretion. In some he takes the advice of his Council of Ministers 
and he is bound by it in some cases and sometimes he is not. It 
will depend on the kind of advice that is tendered and the manner in 
which His Excellency the Governor is disposed to move in the matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DACs Does this matter of the setting up 
of a Tribunal to examine the cases of security prisoners come under 
the individual judgment of His Excellency the Governor o^ do^ it 
come within the authority of the Coiincil of Ministers? 

Order. Order, The honorable, qiember knows 
that it lies with His JSixiitilmey’ the Gevernor to. decid^^1^o|^ he should 
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tre^ this matter, whether exercising his individual discretion, or 
aciDi% in his individual judgment or taking the advice of his Council 
of Ministers. After all, his decision js final. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in this matter of the constitution of the 
Tribunal, the Council of Ministers will first be exercising their right 
Cf making recommendations, at least in respect of the members who 
are to constitute such Tribunal? 


Th0 Hofl*bl0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would ask the honourable 
member to wait and see what the Council of Ministers do. 


Distress in tfis Sabang thana. 

*17. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that there is acute distress in the major portion 
of thana Sabang within the Sadar sulnlivision of the district 
of Midnapore on account of failure of cro]» for three succes- 
sive years (including this year) due to flood; if so, what 
steps have the Government taken to relieve the distress; and 

(h) if he is always aware that on account of breach in embankments 
and heavy rains several thanas in Contai subdivision (in 
Midnapore) were flooded this year, and there has been failure 
of crops in consequence; if so, what steps have the Govern- 
ment taken or intend to take to meet the situation? 


Th0 Hofl'bl0 Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (n) As a result 
of floods in 1939, 1940 and 1941, there was distress in some unions of 
Sabang police-station within the Sadar subdivision of the district of 
Midnapore. 

The following amounts were distribxited to relieve distress : — 

Rs. 


In 1939— 
Agricultural loan 
Gratuitous relief 


... 16,000 
800 


In 1940— 

Agricultural loan ... 11,500 

Gratuitous relief ... ... 500 

*Qoasfci(ai No. 16 wm not put M tfao Hon'ble Nawab SSiwaja Habibullab Bahadnr 
to whose department it related, did attsnd tba m ast fat o** dus-0s6a. 
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In mi- 
ns. 

Agricultural loan «• ... ... 25,000 

Gratuitous relief ... ... 2,000 

Free grant for house building ... ... 1,000 

(b) Owing to exc-essive rainfall between 7tb October to lOtb October,. 
1941, many parts of Gontai subdivision went under water. But prompt 
measures for draining out the water were taken and a good crop has- 
already been harvested. Only in isolated basin areas there was partial 
damage. 

The following amounts were distributed in Contai subdivision: — 

Bs. 

Agricultural loan ... ... 8,308 

Gratuitous relief ... ... 2,635 

Free grant for house building ... ... 3,975 

t; 

Sale of raiyati landB. 

18. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that the number of sales of raiyati lands 
has enormously increased during the last 3 years as revealed 
by the figures of the Registration Department; 

(5) what do the Government propose to do to stop such sales, 
especially sales to non-agriculturists and people having 
already large area in their possession; and 

(c) whether the Government contemplate bringing forward a Land 
Alienation Bill to restrict sales of raiyati lands; if so, when? 

t 

The Hoii^e Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {a) Yes. 

(5) An enquiry was made in 1940 as to the proportion of raiyati 
lands passing into the hands of non-agriculturists. It was foun4 that 
on the average only *3 per cent, raiyati lands were passing yearly into 
the hands of non-agriculturists. v 

(c) Not at present. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: My ques- 
tion was not in respect of lands passing to non-agriculturiste alone but 
also to persons already holding sufficient lands. Has the Hon’ble 
Minister figures to show what 'is the total of lands passing into the 
hands of non-agriouliuristB a# well as others? 
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j ^ HohM Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJREl 1 aak for 

We interpreted the question of the honourable Leader of the 
■Opposition in the manner we have done and we have given the answer 
4tccordingly. • 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Statistics 
in Government publications show that the total of lands transferred 
. were 9 crores in 1937-38; then it rose to 12 crores and now it is 21 
crores. So at that rate the lands will be passing out of the hands of 
the agriculturists. Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the necessity 
of having a Land Alienation Act passed? 

The HonHila Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Certainly 
Government will consider the advisability or otherwise of an Act of 
the nature suggested by the honourable member assuming that the data 
given by the Leader of the Opposition are correct. 

• Adjoummunt motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Chair has received notice of the following 
motion for adjournment from Mr. Nur Ahmed: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the Communique issued by the 
District Magistrate of Chittagong regarding the evacuation of about 
36,000 civil population of Patenga and Halisahor villages of Chitta- 
gong district as published in the morning and evening Dailies of Cal- 
cutta of 4th March, 1942, resulting in the immense suffering and hard- 
ship to these people by the said order. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I rise on a 
point of order? This adjournment motion may, in my opinion, be 
held to be in order if the local Government could be made responsible 
for the orders referred to. But I believe the action taken by the 
District Magistrate was under the advice of the military authorities 
for whom the District Magistrate was a mouthpiece. So, 1 submit 
that the motion is entirely out of order. 

« Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, without referring to the point of 
order raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, may I just refer 
to what you. Sir, were pleased to mention in this House about this 
sort of adjournment motions which are usually tabled for eliciting 
information, namely, that instead of moving an adjournment, motion 
we might “ask for the papers” P In that case, the Hon’ble the Minister 
for Civil Defence might state what had actually happened at Chitta- 
gong. 
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order already raised. The point is: whether the O^vemment is in a 
position to tell the House if the District Magistrate acted under the 
orders of the Bengal Governmeht or under the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

The HonHile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as is evident, the 
action that has been taken had been actuated by considerations of safety 
arising out of the military situation in that are&. It is not possible, 
nor do I think it will be considered advisable, to publicly discuss a 
matter of this kind, either in this House or outside. I may point out. 
Sir, to the honourable members that the orders were, passed after 
mature consideration in the best interests of the peoifle themselves and 
in order to avoid worse sufferings of the people who have been affected 
by these orders. Sir, I am sorry I am not in a position to vouchsafe 
any further information regarding this matter to this House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, I submit that my intention v%8 to know 
what steps have been taken by Government to give relief to the people 
who have been affected by the orders of the District Magistrate. I did 
not want to question the legality or propriety of the order. I know 
that that was a military order. I only wanted to know what happened 
to the 35,000 persons who were evacuated from those two places. 
Many of the male members of the families evacuated are sailors and 
were not present in their native villages when these orders were 
executed. There were many helpless widows, women and children. 
They were asked to remove from their hearth and home within .T days. 
No adequate provision was made beforehand for their removal within 
such a short time. The Student Federation came to the help of these 
people. Sufficient notice should have been given to those people for 
evacuation. So, my intention was only to get information, fuller 
information, regarding the arrangements made for the comfort of the 
evacuees. « 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, a motion for adjournment is not 
the right procedure. The proper procedure should httvA been to give 
notice of a short-notice question. But here also I feel the dMculty 
of the honourable members. Notices of serveral short-notice questiona 
had been sent to the Government for being answered. They neiiher 
replied fo them, nor even indicated if they are agreeable to accept 
them as short-notice questions. As has been suggested by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, the other procedure that might have been adopted 
was *‘to ask for the papers” rela^ng to this matter. However, I call 
u^n the i^oh’ble Mr. Santosh Kiimar Basu to give any information 
on this subject to the House that he may have in his possession; 



I ^ HMW* Mr. MNTOm KUMAR BMUl Sir, I welcome thie 
i|t>]^rtunity of narrating before tbe House the steps which have been 
Ipl^l^n by Government in connection with the scheme for compnlspry 
^iettation of certain areas in the district of Chittagong. TJi^doubtedly, 
my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has done some service to his 
constituency by raising this question, although he himself is one of 
the earliest evacuees from Chittagong residing as he is in Calcutta and 
discharging his legislative duties, although he happens to be the Chair- 
man of the local municipality * ' • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order: the honourable member has 
been summoned by His Excellency the Governor id attend the session 
of this House. 

Th« Hon^la Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Tes, Sir, and that 
is why I say that he is residing here to discharge his legislative duties. 

Sir, ^e evacuation of the ^Patenga peninsula from the Earnafuli 
jute mills to the other side is now practically complete. It will take 
some time to find out the definite number of those evacuating but it is 
presumed that it is some’where between 20,000 to 30,000. A few have 
moved nearer the town and some have gone away by train — but their 
number is negligible — and a major portion have evacuated to the 
southern side of the Earnafuli river. Thej are now distributed along 
the banks of the river, and from there to the mouth of the Chapra 
and will find temporary shelter with the people there. A large quantity 
of paddy, etc., has been left behind by them and this has been kept 
under proper guard and control by Government. The owners were 
allowed to take with them things as they wished, and arrangements 
will be -made for their transport to the other side of the river. The 
whole of the population who have evacuated over the river have been 
taken by shampans which have been paid for by Government. The 
Problem that now confronts the Government is the settlement of these 
people for the period during which they are kept out of their homes. 
This will presumably be for the duration of the war. 

The eva^ees fall into the following different categories: — 

(1) Jotedars and taluqdars with khas mahal land, and tenants; (2) 
' actual cultivators paying rent to the category I have just mentioned ; 
(3) seanien, whose main source of income is thPfe merchant service and 
wh6 have established homes on some land within areas; and (4) the 
last cat^Tory is that of labourers, some of whom are casual and some 
special, namely those who work at’ihe jetties and some of these cate- 
gories have*^ land , and others work for what may be wdinarily called 
Bariti 
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Then tiie question 4i4*Govefniaqnt refvenne into 

;account. As this area must remain fallow during a par^ of occupa^ 
tion by militacy autiiorities it will probably be necensary for Go^m- 
iheni to remit all Government revenue for the period of this occu^tiou 
mid altd' for n short period thereafter until it is again broufl^t Jhto 
cultivation. It will also be necessary to compensate those 'whp have 
been dependent on the occupation of land for the loss which they have 
sustained as a result of the evacuation. These are -questions which nre 
engllgiiqg the attention of the Government and they have almost com* 
mitted' themselves to tak» ^up these ameliorative measures. Such 
Oultivntors as wish to take up land will be oiBfered it, either by Govern- 
ment or qndef Slich iirivate landlords as havejand to settle and are 
willing to' le%se It out for cultivation. * It is presumed that at the end 
of the war'^hey will return to their land in most cases : so the sOttle- 
ment will be’ of a j^SHporaty nature. Then, Sir, thl^ labour^ should 
not preseqt any!, serious pt^blem. They are being employed at the 
aerodromes and roads which are to be constructed in the area.. The 
question of accommodating them is also engaging the attention of 
Government, as many of the labourers are not in a position to erect 
houses themselves and it is also concerned by the Government that it 
is not right to call upon them to erect their homes. A Serious problem 
is created by the seamen’s families which are numerous. In many 
cases all the adult members are out in the sea for h certain period and 
it is desii;ablt!t that a special village shoTild be erected for their occupa- 
tion. Some good sites are already being searched, fof this purpose, 
but the wishes of the population in this area have got to be considered 
before any selection of site is actually made. 

Then, Sir, the question of water-supply has got to be taken in hand 
and tube-v!Pll8, tanks and wells have to be sunk, as these people have 
been accustomed to good water. There is great risk of diseases if we 
cannot get good water. Arrangements for the supply in hot ^weather 
will be necessary. 

So far as the cultivators are concerned, the Divisional Forest Officer 
has furnished the District Magistrate of Chittagong with ’ a list of 
protected forests which have been deforested and wh^clf can be alldtted 
for cultivation at any time. These are all #6tive considerations and 
every step will be taken to accommodate ^ese people ^ 

within the power of Government. * * 

Then, Sir, there is no medical aid available in toe area to the soufli 
of the river within iome miles and it is essential thM Goveynmeut 
should at once set up a centre qf medical relief as an»aB8\uranoe a^pMUst 
epidemics, — against cholera^^ small-pox er any other diseases. Govern- 
ment are ^t aware that the loo|l bodies will at all bestir- thetaiselves 
in this map|^. ^ is extremely doubtful whether wy aipistance would 
come from these quarters-reither from the. district hoard or from the 
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ud^wcipality (Mr. NrE Ahmed : ft is not thiir concern) of which my 
h|indurable frienid Mr. Nur Ahmed is the Chairman, prdinarily it is ' 
not,; the concern of the municipality ^ hut at this time of eitket^n/^y 
nobody should stand on formalities or try to keep thopl8a^^|Sf within 
their respective jurisdictions when assistance is called for for the sake 
of the suffering humanity. 

Next, Sir, the construction of houses is also a problem which is 
'engaging our attention. It is urgently necessary in the arai*- aeuth 
of the river. As I have already stkted, most of the people are hpt able 
' to .do it themselves and it is desirable that the Government should theih- 
'selves undertake thi8t,task, and the Government aiw'fully alive to the' 
need for undertaking such a task. Bamboos are belhg already floated 
down and about one lakh ought to be available , now. Anrangements 
nisb made for* mooli bamboos in areas w*he#ia«they are sufficiently 
/. aydliabiia. " 


Now, all available Executive Officers are being put on to this duty. 
Circlip Officers, Special Officers, Jute Regulation staff, are being 
employed,' so that this work of evacuation may be completed with the 
least inconvenience of the persons who are evacuated. New tanks will 
have to be dug in, the area as those now in existence are very poor and 
the wat^'is dirty. Primary schools w’ill have to be re-established as 
far as possible and interruption of community life shopld be reduced 
to the. absolute. minimum in time. These are problems ^'which are 
confronting tlie Government and they are alive to the reality of the 
situation and w'ould tackle this problem in right earnest. 

Well, so far a# the question of flnance is concerned. Government is 
prepared not to stop at any figure, if it is nece-ssary, ia find money 
for the purjjose of giving relief to these persons who are being compul- 
sorily evacuated. At the same time in order not to frighten the 
legislators of this province, I might say that almost all of it will come 
from the Central Exchequer. 

* Now, Sir, as regards labourers I have already said that there is 
plenty of work to be done on the reconstruction of roads on which the 
district board has appajfently so far not done enough and for years past. 
In thq facp ^ this evacuation, this cannot be treated as ordinary test 
relief worl ’bui|inust be paid for at ordinary rates of wages. These 
.. are consideration^ which are predominantly before us now and I trust 
the House wiU accept our assurance that everythjpg will be done which 
will be required for the purpose of giving relief to these evacuees. 

Mf. Mlir AHMED: Sir, I am yery thankful to the Hon’ble 
Minister-in*charge of Civil Defeni^ for his in|«rmf^e statement 
■ containing ihcotiraging assurances; and in view of* tuht statement, 
'Sir, I*do not propose to mgve my itdjonripment motion. 

28 * ^ 
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MatsagM from tho Aooombly. 

Mr* RI^ESI DENTS Secretary. 

SECRETARY S Sir, I have received the following messages signed 
by the Hon’ble Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

The ^Bengal Legislative Assembly at 4ts meeting held oh 
February 26, 1942) agreed to the amendments made by the 
Bengal Legislative Council in the Bengal Agricultural 
Debt^i’s (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(2) / The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on 
* February 27, 1942, agreed to the Bengal Public IXemaiEdB 
Becove^ry (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, without any amendmeijts.” 


Non-oflloial Resolution. e 

» 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The House will now proceed with the discus- 
sion of the following resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain, m.l.c., on the 29th August, 1941: — 

“Thit‘<!)ouncil is of opinion that the maximum pay of all the Pro- 
vincbal Services be reduced to Bs. 500 for all future entrants.^ 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to record my 
sympathy for the resolution. The resolution was movedT,^on the 29th 
August when the old Government was functioning and at that time 
the party alignment was very interesting from to-day’s point of view. 
At that time the mover of the resolution was on this side of the House' 
and another honourable member, Mr, Nur Ahmed, was also on . this 
side of the House. Both of them are now in the Opposition and it is 
interesting to read the debate of that day specially as to what Mr. Ifur 
Ahmed said on that occasion. He very ably opposed the resolution at 
that time and 1 cannot do better than quote few passages from his 
speech and adopt them as part of my argument. At the ^ery beginning 
he said, ‘‘I cannot wholeheartedly support the resolutijbn,’^ and a little 
later on he was more emphatic and said “I cannot agree to the resolu- 
tion” and then in th| end, after giving very cogent reas(His,\e pointed 
out that “the pay of the I.C.S. people was very high. If we reduce 
the pay of the Bengal Civil Service, there will be needless, heart-burn- 
ing and so on.” 

He quoted (oertain figures to show that the pay of the P/ime Minister 
of Japan and other places was low, but he pointed out that th<^ were 
free countries and people those countries want to serve their country. 
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: is not an independent country and tke people go to join the public 

^rrice not to serve the country but to eke out a lucrative cftroev; for 
j^em. Mr. Nur Ahmed urged that if India was free, or at any rate 
had Dominion Status, there would *not be any dearth of oae^idatea 
for serving the country on a moderate salary. So he opposed tho resolu- 
tion. 

Another very experienced member of this House, Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Rahman, who had been himself a member of the Junior Civil 
Service and who rose to a very high position in Government, also 
opposed the resolution on similar grounds. He further pointed out— 
I submit, wrongly pointed out, — ^that the incomes of lawyers and doctors 
were very high. He urged that the incomes of vhrious services and 
professions should be equalised before the resolution coulci. be given 
effect to. So far as I am concerned, though I shall not go to that 
extreme limit, still I think this problem requires the attention of all. 
I submit that there should be economy all along the line; but at the 
same time, the efficiency of the public services should be kept in view. 
It is within the experience of many that efiiciency has deteriorated in 
many cases. While there are many honourable exceptions, there has 
been a noticeable tendency in this direction. It is not due to inadequate 
salary, but it is due to fact that promotion in these services does not 
take place on the ground of iperit. People are promoted and pushed 
forward by a kind of vacuum created in front by death, dismissal, 
resignation and retirement on the one hand, and pressure fiyim behind, 
namely, by juniors. and new entrants who form the rear. They proceed 
not necessarily by their own merit but largely as a consequence of these 
physical forces and that is the reason why there is a little deterioration 
in the quality of the work that is done by these public servants. These 
facts and tendencies have got to be taken into consideration. There is 
much to be said in fav(mr of the argument that the pay 

of the Indian Civil Service cannot be reduced and the dis- 
parity between their present pay and proposed reduction in 
the case of the Bengal Civil Service would be extremely 

glaring and will lead to heart-burning. This resolution, however, 
should receive sympathetic consideration of all ; but a resolution of 
this type cannot be accepted by Government because it ties down the 
hands of Government too much. It is not proper to pass a resolution 
containing spi^cific terras and then to ask the Government to do as 
much as possible; that would be indulging in pious wishes. It would 
be tbe duty of this House to frame resolutions in a manner that its 
ternis could be accepted by Government. The resolution will, however, 
serve a useful purpose in drawing public attention and that of the 
Government to this importani subject. In these circumstances, I 
submit that the resolution should receive the sympathetic consideration 
of the Government and on his assurance, this resolution may be 
withdrawn. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Ehan Bahadur, are you going to withdraw your 
resolution ? 

Klmi Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir. 
I don't withdraw but I am going to reply. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: ^ Order, order. Qovernment has not yet replied 
to the debate. Hon'ble Dr. Mookerjee. 

Tbi Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MDOKERdEE: Sir, I find that 
this resolution was moved, as has been pointed out by a previous speaker, 
in August, 1941. Obviously, it deals with a very important question 
which has agitated the public mind for a long time. In fact, in 1934 
the grades uf pay were revised in Bengal but this revision referred 
mainly to the services which the honourable mover has in view. For 
instance, if we take the Bengal Civil Service (Executive), we find that 
the pay of this service was Bs. 250 rising up to Bs. 1,000 including 
the selection grade; in 1935 this pay was reduced to Bs. 150 rising 
to Bs. 750. If we take the Educational Service, we find thlit the pay 
of this service was Bs. 250 rising to Bs. 800; but it was subsequently 
reduced to Bs. 150 rising to Bs. 700. I need not trouble the House 
with the entire list but in every case reductions were made. Then, 
it appears also that when the last Ministry was in office, an enquiry 
was made by one of the senior officers of Government as regards the 
possibility of further reduction in the existing scales of pay and an 
olaborate report was drawn up by him. The last Ministry decided 
that the matter should not be taken up during this period of emergency, 
and the matter rests there. The present Ministry has not yet had an 
opportunity of examining the question. I have . gone through the 
remarks which fell from the different speakers in August last. I 
may say that I was rather attracted by the manner in which 
my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed opposed this resolution at that time. 
Of course, so far as his hope is concerned — a hope which we 
all share — that a question like this will be solved when India 
becomes a free country — I do not know at this moment how far he 
bimself feels assured that this freedom is soon coming to us, — obviously 
1 do not propose that we should postpone the consideration of this 
matter entirely until India attains freedom. The present Ministry 
will go into the question and I can give the House an assurance that 
in the near future we shall be able to formulate our policy in this 
matter. There is one aspect of the matter which I would like to 
emphasise and that is a point which was emphasised by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
also. After all, you will have to look at 'the problem from a compre- 
hensive point of view. It is not fair to your Services if you take up 
the Provincial Services only and reduce their salary to a flat maximum 
of Bs. 500. There are other Services in the country which draw much 
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hi^ber salaries (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti : Those heeTen- 
hoint services !), and although the powers of the Provincial Govern- 
ment are now limited with regard to«the conditions of such Services, 
yet some comprehensive decision must be reached by Government in 
regard to all these Services. Then, again, the danger of accepting the 
resolution as it stands is obvious. If you refer- to some of the Technical 
Services which in previous times were filled b|^ men belonging to the 
Imperial Services, you will see that those tech|iical services have been 
reduced to the Provincial Services. It is not possible having regard to 
the technical qualifications which are required for these Services to 
fix the maximum salary at Rs. 500 you cannot, therefore, accept a 
resolution to the effect that the maximum pay with regard to every 
service will be reduced to Rs. 500. 

Then again, there will be the question of the salaries which are to 
be paid to the members of the Legislature or the travelling allowanoM 
paid to them (Mr. Amitlyadiione Roy : And of the salaries of the 
Ministers)* Yes, beginning from the Ministers down to members like 
my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. These are matters which are to 
be considered and examined in a comprehensive manner. The average 
monthly bill which is drawn by a mofussil member of the Legislature 
comes to about Rs. 400 a month. Now, if you expect that a provincial 
service officer must not get more than Rs. 500 in any event, naturally 
we shall also have to consider whether other salaries or emolumenta 
which we pay to other persons should not proportionately be redvcedl. 
I can give this assurance to the honourable mover of the resolution 
that this matter will be considered and a decision will be arrived at. 
In view of this assurance, I would request the honourable mover to 
withdraw his resolution. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: After the 
sympathetic reply made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, I have 
only one point to ask to the Hon’ble Finance Minister, namely, whether 
he is going to consider and come to a decision on this point before the 
next budget is presented? 


. The Hon’hla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJIi You mean 1943f 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 

The Hon’hle Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MODKERJI: I think it should 
be possible to complete the deliberation of this question within a year, 
unless, of course, something extraordinary happens in the meantime. 



NON-OFl’ICIAL BILLS. 


[6th Makcb» 


KhM Bakadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUOOIN HOSAINl In that 
case, Sir, I seek permission of the House to withdraw my resolution. 

1 

Mr* PRESIOCNTt Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leare 
to withdraw' the resolution P 

The resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 
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The Bengal Good Conduct Prisoners Probational and Temporary Reloase 
Bill, 1840 (as reported by the Select Conimittee). 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Good Conduct 
Prisoners Probational and Temporary Release Bill, 1940, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, at the time when I moved the motion for reference of this Bill 
to a Select Committee, I exj^lained the main outline of this very simple 
Bill. Practically, it is a one-clause Bill with some sub-clauses. It 
only gives power to the Provincial Government with a proviso to dele- 
gate their power to the District Magistrate to release temporarily those 
prisoners who show good conduct on parole or on security. There is 
another provision which may be regarded as corollary to that, nanaely, 
that on festive occasions persons who are convicted for more than three 
years may be released on parole to go home to see their near and dear 
relatives. These are the main provisions of the Bill. In the Select 
Committee no material change has been made in the Bill. Only a 
slight change has been made. Almost all the members of the Select 
Committee unanimously supported the provisions of this Bill, there 
being only one note of dissent, namely, that of my friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem. It appears from the Administration Report of the Punjab 
Gb>vemment \lhere a similar Act was in force, that this law is workibg 
there very satisfactorily. After the inauguration of the Provincial 
Autonomy, the Congress Governments in Madras, Bombay and the 
United Provinces passed similar Acts. But there is no such ineasure 
in Bengal. I have brought this Bill in order to make up that lacuna 
and I hope this Bill will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. PREBIOENTt Motion moved: That the B^gal Good Conduct 
Prisoners . Probational and Temporary Release Bill, 1940, as reported 
by the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

TIm HMFbto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ;! Sir, I beg to oppose thl^ 
motion. I will fir^t of all deal with the Statement of Objects and 
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lR|Ak^n8. This begins with tbe slipshod, incomplete and inaccurate 
8li|tt6ment that persons are sent to prison with a vieipr to their reformat 
tibh. It is not quite correct. Prisons are maintained by the tax-payer 
to prevent crime. The first object of a prison is to deprive the offender 
■of his liberty so that he is for the time being prevented froni indulging 
in his criminal tendencies, is punished for the offence erhich he has 
committed and by that loss of liberty and that punishiuent is deterred 
from repeating his crime. Punishment is an essential feature of the 
Criminal administration of which prison is only a part. One would 
think to hear some of the nonsense that is talked nowadays that as 
soon as a citizen is declared to be a criminal by conviction in a criminal 
court, he should at once be provided free by the State with comfortable 
lodging, good food, recreations, free education and vocational training 
and be given a State grant to set him up in business when released. 
It is quite true that the prison regime should not and need not be 
so severe and so soul-less that the prisoner is exposed to mental or 
physical deterioration. Once an offender has been deprived of his 
liberty and subjected to the discipline of the institution, healthy 

physical And mental activties are being encouraged and reformation 
of character attempted but the main deterrent factor, both for the 
prisoner and for those who might be tempted to follow his example, 
is the deprivation of liberty by an order of a judicial tribunal. 

It is mitigation of this deprivation of liberty that the Bill 

seeks to bring about. Under section 401 of the Criminal Procedure 

Code the Provincial Government already has the power to release 
prisoners with or without conditions for limited or unlimited periods 
b 3 ’ means of suspension or remission of sentences. This power is used 
most frequently' to enable a sick prisoner to be given treatment in a 
hospital or to modify' the sentences which have been passed by the 
courts, on the advice of speciallj'-constituted Advisory Boards, which 
are bodies, containing Judges, Magistrates, the jail officials and jail 
visitors whose recommendations are made to Government after consi- 
dering the views of the District authorities, subject to the proviso that 
«u«h powers to vary judicial sentences by executive order should only 
be exercised in exceptional cases or after very careful consideration 
by responsible authorities. It may be said that the principle of the 
Bill has already been accepted by Government and is in practical 
operation. There are, for all practical purposes, only the following 
new departures in the proposed Bill — 

(1) the idea of prisoners being let out on leave to visit their homes 

for short periods and return to serve out sentences. 

(2) The provision of some form of license. 

<d) The delegation to a subordinate authority of the Prpvumial 

Government’s power of release or suspension. 
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As regards (1), the main justification, if any, for the proposal, is 
the severe effect oa the, mental and physical conditions of a prisoner 
of the deprivation of family life, particularly the interruption of the 
normal sex life, ah4 ^ ^ admitted fact that a great deal 

of petty trouble in jaila can be traced to this source. On the other 
hand, we mu6t come bach to the original proposition that it is this 
deprivation of liberty which it the essence of punishment, and enables 
the courts to proite^t the puUic against unrestrained criminal activities. 

The use of this power not only requires very careful consideration 
before it is introduced at all, but would need the^most careful watching 
after introduction. If its exercise were placed in the hands of jail 
officials alone, even if it were exercised by the Inspector-General on 
the recommendation of Superintendents, even then, I say, it would 
be putting into their hands a power which would expose them to very 
considerable temptations as well as responsibilities. Some sort of check 
would have to be exercised, I have little doubt, by the Provincial 
Government, who might just as well issue orders of release or suspension 
and prescribe conditions under section 401 of the Criminal procedure 
Code. It also seems to me that to prescribe a license has no advantages 
over passing orders containing specific conditions under section 401 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, while to place the prisoner under the 
care of religious bodies or charitable societies after release has no 
advantages, in practice, over the organisation of Prisoners Aid and 
Aftercare Committees, the stimulation and financing of which is at 
present being examined. My conclusion is, therefore — 

(1) that the idea of the remission or suspension of sentences is 

already accepted, 

(2) that adequate powers are already provided by section 401 of 

the Criminal Procedure Code, 

(3) that it is not desirable that the power to suspend or remit 

should be delegated by the Provincial Government, it is 
better that such power should be exercised by the Provincial 
Government on the advice of properly-constituted Advisory 
Boards, 

(4) that in this view the Bill is unnecessary, 

(5) that its passage could only have the effect of lessening in the 

public mind the deterrent value of imprisonment without 
providing any additional facility for the Provincial Govern- 
ment to deal correctly with individual cases as necessity 
arises. 

On these considerations, 1 oppose this motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I 
rise to support the motion for consideration. We are living m a 
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civ^ised world. Bengal is supposed to be the premier province of 
India. In every other province this sort of legislation has been passed 
to provide for humane treatment to the prisoners. .« In Bengal we have 
not got any Bill of this nature. The principle dt t^is BUI was accepted 
by the last Government inasmuch as it was sent to a. Select Committee 
by them. It is not understood how the present Ministry which calls 
itself progressive wants to thwart it. ‘Wlienf Overy otlier province has 
adopted a Bill of a similar nature, I dotf^not see ^ny reason why in 
Bengal we should be told that the powers would be abused by the jail 
authorities, the Superintendents of Police or the Inspector-General of 
Police, as has been stated by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. Sir, 
we all know that justice should be meted out to the prisoners, but in 
meting out justice to them we should remember that justice must be 
tempered with mercy. We know many people go to jail who are not 
very bad originally but under some circumstances they are forced to 
go to jail. Even very good citizens under special circumstances have 
to go to jail. They are an object of pity in many cases but is it 
pos.sible for those people to move the Provincial Government for getting 
release in individual cases? It is a hopeless task. Section 401 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code prevails in other provinces too, but in 
spite of that the other provinces thought it necessary that a provision 
like this ought to be made and that District Magistrate should be 
delegated power to deal with individual cases after receiving reports 
and fully satisfying themselves that the behaviour of the prisoners 
whom they were going to let off temporarily or permanently on license 
was satisfactory. I do not know, Sir, what object can there be in 
opposing a Bill of this nature after it has been approved by a Select 
Committee. I think it will be an act of sheer injustice and will be 
against all ideas of progress to oppose a Bill of this nature. With 
these words, I support the motion for consideration of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the 
motion for consideration of the Bill, and my grounds are these : that 
eftough powers are given in the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
prisoners by good conduct can under our Jail Code earn remission of 
their term of imprisonment. So it will be seen that encouragement 
to gojpd conduct is given by the provisions of the Jail Code as well as 
in the Criminal Procedure Code 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then, why, 
in spite of this, other provinces have enacted such a statute as this? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Well, Sir, Bengal should 
lead and not be led by what other provinces have done. In fact, I 
think that these provinces have not fully taken into consideration the 
procedure laid down in the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Bahaitar SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HQtAINl Have you 

«eeu the Acts of the other provinces P 

khan Bahadur NAZ^RUDDINt. AHMAD: Yes, the position has by 
now been thoroughly examined with reference to those Acts. The 
Punjab Act and another Provincial Act have been examined with 
reference to the existing provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code 
and our Jail Code and it has been found that the existing provisions 
are adequate. In these circumstances, it is not at all necessary to 
oreate any further complications in the law; and besides it will not be 
to the best interests of the country. In these circumstances, I oppose 
the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my esteemed friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to provinces where such a law has been 
passed. 1 may mention in this connection that it appears from the 
record that when my predecessor in ofl&ce. Sir Nazimuddin, accepted 
the Select Committee motion, he had expressed a hope that he would 
be able to persuade my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw«the Bill. 
Although the portfolio has changed hands, yet that desire and that 
hope still exist and I also thought that I would be able to induce 
my friend not to proceed with the Bill. But since he has chosen to 
take another path, namely, the path of pressing the Bill, I have no 
other alternative but to oppose it on the ground that I have indicated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Good Conduct Prisoners Probational and Temporary Belease 
Bill, 1940, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1837. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Sir, as the Ministry has changed, in fact it has changed three times 
since this Bill was first sponsored in this House, I hope the House 
will pardon me if 1 go over the principles of the Bill very briefly. 
I will not take a long time, specially in view of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Minister to whose department the Bill relates has held out 
Aopes that the principles of the Bill ure going to be accepted by him 
^d. that the Bill may be referred to a Select Committee where the 
]^l|rticulor provisions might be threshed out. Sir, it is syxnptomatic 
of the change that has taken place in the Ministry that X cim to-da^ 
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coiilidently expect that this Bill will be referred to a Select Committee, 
for the Ministry that was in power before was opposed to this Bill. 
'Sir, this Bill is one of the earliest Bills introduced in either House, 
of the Legislature — and one of the *mo8t interesting features in its 
history is that in the course of the last 5 years, there has been an almost 
revolutionary change in the public opinion with refifard to it. Sir, 
when I first moved this Bill in 1937, it was sent into circulation for 
.eliciting opinion. At that time opinion against it was almost unani- 
mous. In the course of these five years, that opinion has changed and 
the opinion in favour of this Bill is almost unanimous to-day. You 
will remember that when the Bill came up before this House on the 
last occasion, I read large extracts from opinions of all types — from 
Government officers, from public men, frqm public and local bodies, 
and they were almost unanimous that if not this Bill, some similar 
Bill should be placed on the Statute Book. 

The first principle underlying this Bill is that franchise should be 
extended to all adult males. 1 think that on principle no member of 
the Hous| can object to that proposition. But if there be any practical 
difficulty in the way of giving franchise to each and every adult male, 
we can find a via media in the Select Committee and compromises are 
more easily effected there than on the floor of the House. 

Sir, the second principle which this Bill embodies is the introduc- 
tion of the system of secret ballot in elections. Here again, Sir, nobody 
in this Hou.se can oppose it. One of the notorious facts in the election 
of local bodies is that in many cases, owing to the absence of the 
secret ballot, elections are turned into a farce. Where there is an 
influential person in the locality, he can have the election carried out 
in a manner suited to his choice. 1 think the principle of secret ballot 
should have the support of every one in this House. 

The third principle which underlies this Bill is the provision for 
the total abolition of nomination. If total abolition is considered as 
too revolutionary, in the Select Committee we can modify it and 
provide for further curtailment of the nomination system. At one time 
we had half the members nominated. Then, there was curtailment 
alid the number of nominated members decreased and to-day it is 
one-third. There is no reason why it should not now be further 
curtailed and nominations being provided for those cases only where 
• it may be found necessary for safeguarding certain minority interests. 
There is no reason why we should not limit the system of nomination 
to such cases. With regfard to the representation of minority interests^ 
I would make a suggestion. Members of the Legislature might be 
made ex-officio members of local bodies in their respective areas. If. 
Hiis is done, it will to a great extent meet the demand of minority 
representation in local bodies. This and other changes can, however, 
be made in the Belect Committee. 
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There is another principle embodied in this Bill which, I hope, I 
will be able to persuade the Select Committee to adopt in its entirety, 
Tiz., differentiation between the functions of the members of the Legis- 
lature and members of the local liodies. To-day there was a reference 
to this when the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government and 
Civil Defence pointed out that a Chairman of a municipality is unable 
to discharge his fluties as Chairman from the centre where he is sum- 
moned to perform his legislative functions. This curtails his local 
activities at a time when his presence is very necessary there, as he is 
attending to the legislative business of the province. Now, Sir, most 
of the members of the Legislature have to spend 4 to 5 months in the 
year in Calcutta on account of legislative work. Unless differentiation 
is made between the functions of the Chairmen of local bodies and 
members of the Legislature, both the work of the Legislature and of 
the local bodies will suffer. I do not know what view the Select 
Committee will take in regard to this matter. But at any rate we 
must make a move in the cooler atmospliere of the Select Committee 
where compromise can be more easily effected. We can exaggaine the 
point in the Select Committee, and determine if we can differentiate 
the functions which are to be performed in the Legislature and in the 
local bodies. 

Sir, there is also the question of the representation of special interests 
like the industrial interests and other interests. I understand that 
some of my European friends and other trade interests are concerned 
over these. This question might also be examined by the Select 
Committee. I would feel very happy, indeed, if the amendment for 
reference of this Bill to a Select Committee is accepted by the House 
and I hope that in the cooler atmosphere of the Select Committee we 
would be able to change the Bill into a really useful measure for the 
reform of Self-Government in Bengal. 

MFi president* Under rule 53 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Buies Mr. Kabir’s motion is out of order. Sub-rule (4) 
reads: “Where a motion that the Bill.be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion is carried in the Council and the Bill is circulated in 
accordance with that direction, and opinions have been received thereon 
before the date mentioned in the motion, the member in charge of the 
Bill, if he wishes to proceed with the Bill thereafter, must move that 
the Bill be referred to the Committee of the whole Chamber or to a 
Select Committee, unless the President in the exercise of his power to 
suspend this order allows a motion to be made that the Bill be taken 
into consideration*’. Now, in this case the honourable member has 
not asked for the suspension of the above rule by the President and 
has not obtained the necessary permission to enable him to move that 
this Bill be taken into consideration. 
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HUMAYUM KABIR; May I make a submission, Sir? In the 
letter in which the notice was sent to you I submitted that the provi- 
sions of sub-rule ( 4 ) of rule 53 of the Bengal Legislative Cpuncil 
Procedure Rules might be suspended^ and I might be allowed to move 
that the Bill be taken into consideration in view of the fact that it 
had been before the House for nearlj* five years. When I found it 
on the Order paper, I understood that you had given me necessary 
permission. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The proper procedure is for the honourable 
member to formally move for such permission and suspension of the 
rules on the floor of the House, so that the House may have an 
opportunity, if it so desires, to object to the suspension of the rule. 
However, in this particular case, I suspend the rule and allow you 
to move your motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, I move that the rule referred to 
might be^ suspended and I might be allowed to move this motion as it 
is on the order paper? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 allow you to move the motion as a special 
case. Sub-rule ( 4 ) of rule 53 is suspended in this case. 

Motion moved — That the Bengal I^ocal Self -(Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May I move the next 
motion, rather the next amendment which stands in the name of Khan 
Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This shows carelessness on the part of the 
members." The honourable member has given notice of this amendment 
just now on the floor of the House. It is not ordinarily allowed but as 
a* special case, unless there is objection from anybody, I shall allow 
the amendment. 

(After some pause) I take it that there is no objection. Yes, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Khin Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD (on bahalf of Khan Bahadur 
Razzac|ul Haider Chowdhury): Before moving this I want to make 
a slight verbal alteration in respect of the date by which the Select 
Committee will submit its report. I want to change it from 30th July, 
1942, to 31st October, 1942, just a verbal change. Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 



lT<XPr-OPHCiAL‘BHiIiS. [6 th Mahch^ 

Khan Bahadur NAIlRUdOIN AHMAD Con haMdf hf Khaii BMiador 
Ranaiiul Hahlar Chounihnry)! Sir, I beg to more^ 

That the Bengal Local Self*Oovernment (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Enmar Basn, Minister in charge 

of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

( 2 ) Ehan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Eabir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Dhireudra Lai Barua, 

(6) Mr. J. B. Boss, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Ehan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(9) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, and ^ 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st October, 1942. 

Sir, in commending this motion to the acceptance of the House I 
have to say that the Bill embodies certain new principles and new 
departures from the established state of things. These points should 
require very careful consideration by the members of the Select 
Committee. For instance, there is the suggestion that in case nomi- 
nations are completely withdrawn, some special interests should be 
given some special seats. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the motion just moved by ypu there is no 
mention about quorum? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: There is the rule, to 
provide for it, Sir, that the number of members constituting a quorum 
shall be four. In order to give fuller and detailed consideration to the 
various questions which would arise, I have moved only for the Select 
Committee. Therefore, the entire question should be thoioughly 
examined aiid necessary decisions arrived at. I hope my motion will 
be accepted. . * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Eumar Basu, Min^t^r in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department,. 
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' (2) KKan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Eabir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, • 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(6) Mr. J. B. Boss, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(9) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, and 

(10) the mover, 

t 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st October, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to<- 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRS May I propose one more name to be 
added, SkP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, Order, order. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: I am sorry to find myself in opposition 
to the motion for consideration and the motion for reference to a Select 
Committee. My attitude towards a question like this is that it involves 
very wide issues which should not be the subject, on principle, of a 
private member’s Bill and which should rather come from the Govern- 
ment. And secondly, on the question of the substance of the Bill 
nobody will deny that nomination has in the past fulfilled a much-need- 
ed want inasmuch us it has provided representation for minorities and 
while India has been in a state of industrial development it has 
provided a means of giving representation to industrial interests. Both 
of these have been very necessary and before introducing any measure 
which abolishes nomination it is essential that some substitute should 
be provided for. Our own particular interest requires us to insist that 
there should be some provision for representing industrial interests. 

TY^ith these few words I have, with much regret, to oppose both 
the motions. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I cannot agree with my 
honourable friend Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw that this Bill being a private 
member’s Bill cannot be introduced particularly because he thinks 
that the system of nomination is necessary. Nomination really has a 
very demoralising effect and it should be abolished as early as possible. 
If the administration of the provincial governments and Central 
Government can be run with the system of election only without any 



S44 NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. [6th Maech, 

nomination, I do not think there can be any objection to the passing 
of a Bill like this. The Local Self-Government Act is a very old 
Ant and it is time that this Act is changed and altered. We should 
not remain in the “sleepy hollo^’’ : we must move forward and as a 
progressive Government, it is the duty of the present Ministry to take 
up this Bill as early as possible. If Mr. Huma3ruii Kabir’s Bill is not 
in form, I do not see any reason why dilatory tactics should be follow- 
ed, namely, circulating and re-circulating it. To circulate this Bill 
once again would be a sheer waste of Government money. This Bill 
should not be opposed simply because it is a private member’s Bill. 

With these few words, I support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We on 

this side of the House support the object of the Bill but as regards 
a Bill of this nature which deals not only with the abolition of nomina- 
tion but other matters also, I think it is only fit and proper that 
Government should consider the whole question and bring a compre- 
hensive Bill as has been suggested by Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. We are 
of the opinion tliat the present Bill should not He sent to a Select Com- 
mittee, because by sending a Bill to a Select Committee we accept the 
entire principle of the Bill. I think Government should attempt to 
bring forward a comprehensive Bill dealing with the whole question 
after eliciting opinion from all parties interested. 

With these few words, I oppose the motion for reference of this 
Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I see from the 
personnel of the Select Committee on this Bill that the Opposition is 
almost unrepresented. So, we do not want to be associated in any way 
with the Select Committee or with the principle of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I find, Sir, that the 
original intention of the Government to ask for re-circulation of the 
Bill has to be modified to a Certain extent in view of the very important 
issue which has been raised in the Bill and which has often< been 
supported by differeut sections of this House. In 4:hese circumstances, 
I consider it necessary to have this question thoroughly considered bjr 
a Select Committee and to give the Select Committee a sufficiently long 
time to formulate its decisions for presentation before the House. I 
fully recognise the force of the observations which have • been made 
by my esteemed friend Mr. Laidlaw and also by the honourable the 
Leader of the Opposition, that these are matters of very far-reaching 
importance and that, therefore it should be left to the Government to 
formulate their policy by bringing forward an official Bill of their own. 
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I iaiay inform the House that Government has undertaken a compre- 
hensive amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act, but I do not think 
i^at it will in any respec^t be harm|ul if a representative Committee 
of this House considers these questions in some detail. If it is found 
tiiat the suggestions made in the Bill itself have got to undergo 
some substantial modification in the light of the discussions held in 
the Select Committee, then I am sure the Committee will modify the 
•Bill to that extent and in that dire<;tion. If, in the meantime, it 
appears to the Select Committee that a comprehensive Bill sponsored by 
Government would be a'l)etter method of dealing with the question, I 
think the Select Committee itself will advise Government to that effect. 
Under these circumstances, I am glad to accept the amendment moved 
by my esteemed friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddiu Ahmad. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR* Sir, may I with your permission propose 
an additional name for the Select Committee? 

Mr. PI1E8IDENT. Order, order. The Chair cannot allow piece- 
meal amendments being moved, as discussion on the Bill proceeds. I 
will now put the question. 

The question before the House is : that the Bengal Tiocal Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 19*17, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hoii’ble Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of 

the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chuwdhury, 

(il) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(6) Mr. J. B. Boss, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mocker jee, 

* (8) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Cbowdhury, 

(9) Bai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, and 

(10) the mover, 

• 

with instructions to submit their report by the Olst October, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengtl Hindu Women's Rights to Agrioulturol Land Bill, 1M1. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I do not move my Bill, 
Sir. 

29 
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The Code of Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I be^ to move that the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a one-clause Bill which wants to check one 
of the growing abuses which affect the public life of Bengal. 
This Bill seeks to take out section 171 (/) from the category of section 
196 of the Criminal I’rocedure Code. Section 196 provides that with- 
out the sanction of the provincial Government no action for false 
personation can be taken in any election. It is a well-known fact that 
the widening of the franchise has caused abuses in numerous elections. 
And cases of false personation are very frequent and are on the increase. 
After the general election in connection with the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly and the Bengal Ijc^gislative Council, it appears from the 
reports that there were many cases of false personation. The main 
purport of this Bill is that any person who is found making false 
personation can be arrested by any police officer or by the polliijg officer. 
The law, as it now stands, provides that the polling officer or the police 
Oft duty cannot efi'ect any arrest in case of a false personation unless 
he secures the sanction of the provincial Government and then with 
a warrant from the proper authority he can arrest the person. But it 
a person is caught redhanded while actually connnitting this offence, 
he cannot be arrested under the present rules. So, no action could be 
taken by the polling offi(ier against the person concerned. I think it 
is a very simple Bill which wants to purify the public life of Bengal. 
So, I hope I can count upon the support of every section of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Motion moved that the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion. The reasons are very simple. The principle embodied in th^'s 
Bill is of a revolutionary character. The Indian Penal Code provides 
for offences relating to false personation in elections. It is a non- 
cognizable offence : that is, that the police cannot now arrest any 
offender without warrant. But the Bill attem])ts to make a revolu- 
tionary change : it would make false yjersonation a cognizable offence. 
Now, Sir, if the princijile of this Bill is accepted then even a constable* 
will be competent to arrest any person on a charge of personation with- 
out a warrant. In no province in India there is any such provision 
of a revolutionary character. In England also these offences are treated 
as'non-cognizable offences. Then, Sir, there is another difficulty, that 
is, that if arrests are made at the time of an election by the police, 
it may lead to serious breaches of the peace and even to riots. We know 
that even milder me^isures taken by the police have led to riots. In 
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|il|b circumstances, this being a novel provision, of which there is 
inpwhere any parallel, I beg to oppose it. Moreover it would introduce 
much confusion and troubles at the polling booths. So these offences 
should be dealt with by the (;ourt as ordinary offences. There is no 
point in allowing the police in interfering with the eletdions. The 
offender is known : his address is known and he might be dealt with 
in the ordinary course without rushing for his arrest. In these 
circumstances, the Bill should be opposed on these grounds. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In reply to my honourable friend Ehan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad I beg tt» submit that this Bill wants to 
purify the public life of Bengal. One point has been raised that it is a 
revolutionary power — power given to pcdice officer to arrest any person. 
But, Sir, it is necessary that corruption should be checked anyhow. 
Police has been given power to arrest any person in cognizable cases 
and although the offence of false personati(»n is on the increase, no 
steps are being taken to <*heck it. I do not see any difficulty in making 
this provision. There is another difficulty and that is that the court 
cannot take cognizance of any offence without the sanction of the 
provincial Government. Even no criminal case can be institutetl with- 
out the sanction of the provincial Government and that, I think, is a 
very long procedure. I think at least the Bill should be circulated 
for the purpose <»f eliciting opinion as this is a very important matter 
which concerns the public life of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, HMl, be taken 
into consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a Bill which 8<'eks to make good some lacuna in the 
present Municipal Act of 19>{2. First, it seeks i»> give power to the 
, municipal bodies to regulate the setting up of fact«)ries within municipal 
areas. As the law at present stands, there is no section under whitdi 
the municipal commissioners can control and regulate the erection of 
factories. The only power that has been given to them is in respect 
of erection of houses but that pow’cr also is limited. As a result of 
that, factories are being erected even in the midst of the town which 
affect the sanitation and health of the town. Bo, this pow'er sought 
for in this Bill is necessary. Then, there is another clause in the- Bill 
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whicih deals with another aspect of the matter and that is the regula> 
tion of prostitution within municipal areas. That clause seeks to gitre' 
<mly power to the municipality to select some areas where only proSti^ 
tutes can be allowed to take their ’’residence. Another clause relates to 
oihema shows and other things. As the law stands at present, power 
is given to the District Magistrates to issue licences and there is no 
power to the municipal commissioners to control that. As a result of 
that, sometimes it happens that there is a difference between the 
municipal commissioners and the District Magistrate and there are 
instances where in spite of the strong protest of the municipal com- 
missioners, licences were given to cinemas, carnival shows and other 
things. I think that power should be given to the municipal commis- 
sioners to regulate cinema shows, carnival shows and such other things. 
These are the main clauses of the Bill and these powers are necessary 
for the proper working of the local self-governing bodies in Bengal. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Motion moved: That the Bengal Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1&41, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose this 
motion also. The Bill introduces certain novel principles. By clause 
5, it is provided that if new factories are to he erected it must receive 
first of all the primary consent of the municipality. I fear that, this 
power of giving previous consent, might be utilized for the purpose of 
blackmail— of course I am not thinking of the type of municipality 
which is run by my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed but there are 
municipalities and municipalities. So far as the next proposed section 
is concerned, it proposes that cinematograph performances, dramatic 
performances, circus performances, carnival shows, pantomimes, etc., 
cannot be allowed to go on- in a town without a municipal licence. 
Here also the power could be exercised arbitrarily or for blackmail and 
for various other purposes. In the next proposed section it is laid 
down that even after the issue of a licence, whenever it appears that 
any place so registered or licensed is a nuisance to the neighbourhood 
or likely to be dangerous to life, health or property, the licensee may 
be punished by the municipal commissioners. This also attempts t<^ 
confer drastic powers on the municipality who will be the sole judge 
to hnd out whether a particular place is proving a nuisance or not. The 
municipalities might intervene anywhere and use these drastic power 
oppressively. The next section proposes to make penal the profession 
of begging which in India is used by many persona as a means of 
thoir livelihood. The next one attempts to penalise the keeping ed 
brothels and prostitution. This is also reyolutionary. I submit that 
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subject is already covered by the Bengal Immoral Traffic Act df 
and Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly Houses Act. The 
IliH has multifarious objects and will be in conflict or at variance with 
some existing Acts. It is noticeable Hhat nowhere the brothel-keejnng 
and prostitution have been dealt with successfully by penalty. No 
attempt has been successful to eradicate brothels by penalising them. 
The next section deals w’ith pnwedure. The Bill hflfects civil rights 
and cannot be accepted in its present form but I am instructed to 
inform the House that the matter is re<!eiving the consideration of 
Gh)vernment and a comprehensive Bill would be iutroduc,ed <a»vering 
some of these matters though not exactly on the same lines. Govern- 
ment would reserve to themselves the right to consider things on their 
own merit in individual cases and 1 submit that a proper Bill would be 
introduced in due course. 

With these few words I submit that the Bill should be withdrawn 
on this assurance. 

Maulvj ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 had no intention whatsoever to 
speak on this Bill but certain remarks my friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad have stimulated my desire to speak. He has made 
certain observations which show' that the municipalities do not properly 
use or rather they abuse the pow'ers vested in them. If that is so, 
there is a case for a Bill to dis.solve all the municipalities. The 
municipalities under the Bengal Municijial Act poss<*ss vast powers 
and the municipal commissioners, generally speaking, are discharging 
their onerous duties to the satisfaction of the public and of the Govern- 
ment (Khan Bahadur NAZiiirnniN Ahmad: To their own satisfac- 
tion). That show’s that my honourable friend does not want that the 
commissioners should be trusted with pow'ers that should properly be 
given to them. He appears to be of the «)pinion that the municipal 
commissioners should not Ihj given the ]»ower to grant licenses in 
respect of carnivals, circu.ses, bioscopes and other amusements, because 
h^ says that the power w’ill l)e used to bla«'kmail the applicants for 
licenses. That is to say, the municipal commissioners, according to 
my friend, will be more concerned to see that substantial arguments are 
addressed to their pockets than to consider the applications for license 
disinterestedly and from the point of view’ of public good. This, Sir, 
is a libel against our own countrymen and I emphatically protest 
gainst the spirit in which he has criticised the municipal commis- 
sioners. My friend says that powers such as those proposed in the Bill 
should not be given to these coinmissiimers ; but he forgets that they 
already possess more serious powers than those proposed in ^the Bill. 
As I have already said, if my friend is robted in the opinion he has 
expressed, he may bring in a Bill for dissolving all the municipalities. 
But it is not fair or just or true to say that our countrymen cannot be 
trusted with serious powers. The chairmen and commissioners of all 
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the municipalities are certainly not all bad people. There may be some 
bad people among them; but certainly the vast majority of them do 
not deserve these criticisms. However, Sir, Government have given 
the assurance that they will bring a comprehensive Bill covering all 
these matters. Now it rests with the honourable mover of this Bill 
to consider whether he will ^withdraw his Bill in view of this assurance 
by Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I fully appre- 
ciate the protest which has been voiced by my friend Mr. Quasem but 
I am sure the protest is against something of a somewhat imaginary 
character. He is probably fighting a shadow. I am sure that Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin will be the last person to cast any aspersion upon 
the vast body of municipal commissioners in this province who are 
discharging their duties to the liest of their ability. I do not think 
that the Khan Bahadur intended it, even if he said so. But I am 
perfectly sure that that is not the point of view of the Government, 
and Khan Bahadur Naziruddin could not have expressed any such view 
on behalf of Government. As I have already said that lie has not 
expressed any such view in point of fact. (Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad: I said nothing of the kind). At the same time, he is per- 
fectly correct when he says that there are municipalities which had far 
better be superseded, although Government have so far been very 
cautious and extremely reluctant to adopt that drastic course of action 
with regard to any municipality. But from that it dm's not necessarily 
follow that those municipalities are discharging their functions in the 
way they should be discharged. This I say, however, by way of a 
general observation on what has been said in courst* of the debate by 
my friend Mr. Quasem. So far as the subject-matter of the present Bill 
is concerned, it only seeks to touch a few of the problems which con- 
front our municipalities but leave aside many of the problems, which 
have to be dealt with by some other legislative measure. Under these 
circumstances I think I should request my honourable friend to 
withdraw his Bill, particularly in view' of the fact that Governments is 
dealing with and intend to bring forward a comprehensive legislation 
by amending the existing Bengal Municipal Act. These are matters 
which do require serious consideration and I think that when the bigger 
Bill will be placed on the legislative anvil, it will Iks possible for 
Gbvernment to deal with these matters in a practical fashion. And if 
they are convinced that these are matters which require to be dealt 
with in a comprehensive Bill, then I can assure my esteemed friend 
that this Bill of his will have served a useful purpose by bringing these 
mattpAi I# the pointed attention of Government. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in view of the observations that have 
fallen from the Hon’ble Minister, I beg to withdraw my motion. 
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|r|llr. PRESIDENTS Is it the pleasure of the House to grant the 



member leave to witlulraw his motion? 


(The motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed urns, by leave of the House, with- 
drawn.) 


The Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Billi 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, T beg to move that the Bengal Jute 
Kegulatlon (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, it is a one-clause Bill only whieh aims at taking the cultiva- 
tion of jute for domestic use outside the purview of the Jute Regula- 
tion Act. As that Act stands at present, it covers both cultivation of 
jute for sale as w’ell for domestic use. In Chittagong, jute is not 
grow’ii very mucli for sale; only a small (piantity is grown for sale as 
well as for domestic use. Now this small (luantity will also come 
under the provisions of this Act and all the conditions will have to be 
fulfilled 1^' the cultivators. The cultivators who grow jute for 
domestic use here do so on very sjiiall tracts of land, only one kani or 
two, and the provisions of this Act are causing great hardship to 
these people. Oovernment also has to sjiend a large sum of money 
on the regulation of jute cultivation in tHiittagong where much jute 
is not grown. 1 find that a similar Bill has been brought forward by 
my learned friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. So 1 think this matter should 
be given a consideration and my motion should be a(!cepted. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Motion moved: that the Bengal Jute Regula- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1941, he taken into consideration. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, my honourable friend, the mover 
of this Bill, has made a reference to me in connection with a Bill of 
a fimilar nature which 1 had moved. 1 think that he has not read 
the Bill which 1 introduced, for that Bill df)es not deal wuth the ques- 
tion of production of jute for the private consmnption of cultivators. 
My Bill refers to an entirely different question. My difficulty with 
regard* to this Bill is that the mover has not defined what he means 
by the term “private consumi)tion“. Il»)w wimld we distinguish the 
jbte which has been ear-marked for private consumption from the jute 
which would be thrown into the market for sale? If he could define 
this, then I am sure that we on this side of the Houi^e would be able 
to accept the Bill. So far as I have read his Bill, Sir, th^%*^8 no 
attempt in it t^ differentiate between the two types of jute, an# so 
far as I am aware it is not possible to diffewmtiate between the two. 
Sir, I understand that Government have a scheme by which a certain 
mi’nimiinn area may be given to cultivators which will not come under 



^ restriction Acheme and that is under the exammiahL^ of 
ment. But how is it possible to estimate the demand of jute by 
individual cultivator for domestic purposes? How my honourable 
friend will do this and how he will prevent a cultivator from bringiniT 
to the market jute which he has grown ostensibly for the purpose of 
his domestic use, is more than I can tell. Until these . things are 
assured, if this Bill is curried into efFect, it will frustrate the whole 
jute scheme which was formulated by the last Government. When we 
opposed part of that scheme during the regime of the last Government, 
we did so because we were opposed to particular items and the parti- 
cular methods by which the regulation was sought to be enforced. 
Some of our criticisms were accepted by the last Government and our 
suggestions were embodied in the new regulations issued to the jute 
cultivators. But, Sir, this question about production of jute for 
private and domestic consumption has not been examined and it seeins 
to me that it is almost impossible to define it. If that can be defined, 
I am sure there will not l)e any difficulty in accepting the BiH. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUOOIN AHMAD: iSir, 1 also rise to 
oppose the Bill. It is only the other day that the liegislature accept- 
ed the principle of jute regulation by an Act. This Bill attempts to 
introduce a big loophole in that Act. My honourable friend, the 
mover, wants to introduce an exception to the principle of restriction 
in favour of cultivation of jute which, it is supposed, would be grown 
exclusive for domestic use. Apart from the difficulty of finding out 
what is for domestic use and what is foruale, this will frustrate the 
entire policy of the jute regulation. I believe the honourable member 
attempted to introduce an amendment somewhat on these lines on 
the last occasion when the parent Bill w^as passed into law. I may 
be wrong, and I shall stand correcte<l if I am wrong; but I remember 
that an amendment was moved by my lionourable friend, on the lines 
of the present Bill, which was rejected by this House at that time. In 
the circumstances, I oppose the motion. ,, 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The 

difficulty pointed out by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir regarding 
ascertaining, the amount of jute required for domestic purpose can be 
easily solved. Jute used for domestic purposes is not grown in large 
areas. It is only grown in ‘05 acre of land. So, cultivators growing 
jute in such a small area may be excluded from the operation of the 
Jute Be^ulatton Act. I think this will obviate the difficulty raised 
by m|( Mr. Humayun Kabir. If the Bill is accepted by Govern- 

ment, it would not only do justice to the poorer classes^^ho grow jute 
but it save a lot of money to the Oovemment^ In OhittagoUg 

Governiiiy^t is maintaining a large number of jute staff. There is Uo 
neoessi^^or jute staff there as jute is grown there only for domeOtaO 
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purpose, e.g., for ropes and such other things. If only *05 are 
allowed, there is no necessity for restriction and this can be done very 
easily by Government. If Government consider the desirability of 
amending the Jute Regulation Act, they might consider this along 
-with other questions. 

• 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1041, be taken inte 
consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Bengal Smoke Nuisance (Amendment) Bilif 1S41. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. I beg to move that the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the Bengal Smoke Nuisance Act was placed on the Statute 
Book so^ong ago as 1905. At that time there were only a few indus- 
trial enterprises within the urban areas. Since then many urban areas 
have developed into industrial areas and so it is necessary that the 
scope of this Bill should be extended to these areas. As for Chitta- 
gong, there are large areas where there are many factories and com- 
plaints are coming about the smoke nuisance. From the District 
Administration Report of the Government of Bengal, it appears that 
in 1940 there were reported about 33 cases coming under that Act. 
So the whole purpose of this small amending Bill is to extend opera- 
tion of the Bill to all urban areas. Of course, there is some change 
in the definition, for example, I have defined “flues” and “chimneys” 
which do not occur in the old Act of 1905, but this is not so very 
important. But the main object of this Bill is to extend the provi- 
sions of the old Act to all the urban areas. So, I think for the good 
of public health and sanitation this Bill should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved : That the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
’Bill also. The nuisance, referred to in the Bill, certainly exists and 
there is a certain report which, proves its existence. In clause 5 the 
pukishment which the Bill wants to introduce is very drastic, that if 
ther is any nuisance of any character whatsoever, a Magistrate may 
impose a fine,, and what is more, demolish the furnace, flue or chimney 
and what not ; and such a power is attempted to be given to a Magis- 
trate by this Bill. I submit this is too drastic. The matter is 
further, of an extremely technical nature. It requires technical 

30* ' 
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consideration and I believe the Oovemment is considering the problem 
and how 'to solve it and in these circumstances, the Bill should be 
withdrawn. So I beg to oppose the motion. 

Mfi PREBI'DENTs The question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Smoke Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDi Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Fisheries Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a Bill which seeks to give power to the Provincial 
Oovemment to regulate the development of fisheries in Beng^al. The 
main purpose of the Bill is to regulate and protect all fishes in Bengal. 
As the Government is going to open a department for the purpose of 
improving fishery I think necessary powers are necessary for the 
Provinoial Government for regulation and development of fisheries in 
Bengal. With these few words I commend my motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Motion moved: That the Bengal Fisheries 
Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I am afraid I have to 
oppose this motion too. I know. Sir, Bills of a prolific character such 
as this are as plentiful as fish and the problem is attempted to be dealt 
with only partially; but I think it should be considered on a broader 
basis. There has been appointed the Director of Fisheries who has 
only recently taken charge of the department. The difficulty' wiih 
regard to the terms of the Bill is that the Bill lays down no principles 
whatsoever. The Bill seeks merely to ask the Government to make 
rules but it is well known that Rules should be framed on a certain 
basis which must be provided for or indicated in the Bill. The Bill 
provides no basis for solving the problem. It simply reiterates certain 
statement of facts. No provision has been made and no indication has* 
been given as to how the rules are to .be framed or as to how things 
should be done. It only urges Government to make rules. "No 
attempts have been made to solve the problem, so the problem would 
remain exactly where it was. This is further a highly technical 
matter and it should receive technical consideration by experts and 
then a comprehensive Bill should be brought forward by Government 
;iFho are now engag^ in considering this matter. 



POINT OF INFORMATION. 


m 


M2.j 


Mr. NUR AHMEDtS Sir, I wish to say a few words in reply to my 
honourable friend Kban Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. I expected that 
my Bill would be accepted because fish forms 80 per cent, of food of 
the people of Bengal. My learned friend has said that I have not 
indicated how this problem could be tackled or how the fisheries of 
Bengal could be developed. In fact, Sir, I have indicated how this 
ehould be done and if my learned friend takes pain in going through 
* the Bill, he will find that in this Bill I have stated that Government 
ehould prohibit fishing in certain areas, of course not public tanks and 
rivers. Government may also issue licenses for fishing in certain 
iianks and thereby contribute something out of the money thus realised 
towards improving the tanks, etc. I have drawn this Bill in line with 
similar Bills in Madras and the Punjab. This is not a revolutionary 
Bill, as my learned friend has described it. In every province there 
is a Bill like this but in Bengal we have none. My friend wants to 
oppose any and every Bill that we may move, simply because those 
Bills are being sponsored by the Opposition. That is the attitude 
taken in Regard to all the Bills brought by this side of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 


' Point of information regarding the Bengal Legislative Counoil Powers 

and Privileges Bill, 1939. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, may I have your leave 
to mention one important thing? I was trying to catch the eye of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister to get an opportunity to speak in connec- 
tion with the Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill 
which I had the honour of sponsoring some time in 19J19, but I failed 
in my attempt. The last Ministry tried to shelve it. As a matter 
of fact, no attempt was made to restore the Bill to life and in January 
this year a new committee was appointed but unfortunately, Sir, that 
committee also has not yet met. 1 would like to know what is going 
*to be the fate of this Bill. The speech of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister raised new hopes in us when he said that a policy of co- 
operation, of closer co-operation, with non-officials will be set up. 
Let me hope, Sir, that this Bill, although sponsored by non-officials, 
would not share the same fate as it did with the last Cabinet. I would 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I would beg of him not to 
4raw so profusely his hopes and desires in this respect from the ex- 

Home Minister. . 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQt Sir, Gbremmeht propose 
to bring forward a comprehensive Bill on this subject, and I bppe that 
my honourable friend will be satisfied with this statement. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Whenf May I know the 
time when P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, in good time. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Is it absolutely impossible 
for the Government to give a definite assurance when they are likely 
to bring forward a comprehensive Bill? As a matter of fact, we have 
been hearing of co-operation with non-officials for about two or three 
months. Sir, it is one of the few non-controversial measures and I de 
not understand why it should be shelved. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, all I can say is 

that there will be no avoidable delay. 


Point of Information regarding the Bengal Public Gambling 

(Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: hfay I, Sir, with your permission mention 
one thing, and that is that although my Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendnient) Bill, was referred to a Select Committee and extension 
of time was also allowed to the Select Committee for presenting its 
report by the 31st March, 1942, yet that Select Committee has never 
met yet? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Here, again, Sir, all that 
I can say is that the matter will be taken up as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the list is the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors’ (Amendment) Bill, 1940, standing in the name of 
Phan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. Will the Khan Bahadur 
take long over the matter P 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, Sir, 
I shall take some few minutes. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I cannot take up the matter now but 
ahall adjourn the House. 



■ '^ ^omumsirr. ' iir 

|ite BtlMdlir SAIYEfl MUAniUiUODI^ HMAINt But, Sir, 
taMU is no 4>ar to my moving the motion during these one or two 
m$n^tes that are left, leaving it to be continued on the next BiU day. 

> 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That would not be very inooiyrenient, as the 
time is so short. 

The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the Sth 
March, 1942. 

AdJoumuMiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the 9th 
March, L942. 
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Manibert AbMnt. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
6th March, 1942: — 

^1) Mr. Sader Baksh. 

(2) Bai Bahadur E. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Bai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Bezzaqul Haider ^owdhury. 

V> 

(6) Mr. Nareudra Chandra Datta. 

(7) Mrs. Kf D’BozarioiiK. 

(8) Mr. E. E. Dutta^ 

(9) Ehan Bahadur Alhaj Ehwaj%MolMf^1iimail.- 

(10) Mr. B. W. N. ^'ergufloh. 

(11) ^Mr. MohamedJfossain. 

(12-) Ehan Bahadur Syed MoUd. GhM||i^^ ^«n- 
Xl*3) Ehan Bahaduf^Mphd. A^af Ikhau. 

(14) Maulaua Molid. Akram Ehan. 

(15) Sir T. Lamb. 

(16) M^. J., cFarlaiki. 

(17) Ehan ^Sahib Bubid Aii htolla.' 

4(18) Br. B. Mookerjee. . ♦ 

(19) Khan Bhhadur Mukhlesiir Bahaman. 

(Sa> Dir. E.'S. Bay. 

(2iyhir.f.B«Bo8rf. 

(22) Mr. B. E. Boy ChowdjWy. 

(2^) MnB. K. a^iyal. 

(24)*BafSahib J. M. Sen 
(26) Baja iS. N. Sinh;|p^halur. 


t- - A G. ]hE«sr-1942-4»~ia97A-?8d. 
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{d) whether it is a fact that the Eai Bi&hadur filed a pe'6tion for 
release of his estate from the Court of Wards on the 2Bth 
October, 1941, or thereabout and whether it is a fact that 
efforts were made prior^to and are being made slfbsequent to 
his Excellency’s visit to IHnajpur, to induce him to withdraw 
the petition; 

(e) whether the Collector has forwarded the petition through the 
Commissioner to the Board of Revenue; if sd, when; and if 
^ not, why not ; and 

whe^lftr the Eai Bahadur has been kept concealed of what order, 
V if any, has been passed by th^ Collector f 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, dUDICIAL and LEGIS- 
LATIVE UlRARTMENTS (the Hon’ble MfS Pramatha Nath 


Banorjee)! (a) Promissory notes to the face value of Es. 2,00,000 
» were deposited by the prop^i|tor, Eai Bahadur Purnendu Narayan Boy 
Deb Barma, with the Board* of Eevenue before assumption of charge. 
The a!btes*were endorsed in favour of the Collector. 

(b) Two drafts for '^.75,000 and Es.lO.OOO were obtained and 
cashed on* ttie 30th October^ 1941, at the Cxpresi wish of the 'Eai 

' Ei^adur, conv^ed in ^^^ting. *" 

(c) ^es, Es.i,290 was oonti^uted^from the Estate Funds as desired 
by the Eai Bahadur and waS[ presenled Tjy the Collector with contribu- 
tions frffth other proprietoTs on 3rd Noveitfbet, 1941. 

(d) jrhe ^ai Bahadu? filed i^petitiop on the 30th October, 1941, 
prayinglfoi^^ease of his estate from Court^s^management. No efforts 
were ’made either pribr to or subsequent IbJ^the visit mentioned in the 
question, to induce tl^^Eai Bahtdtfr to withdraw tAe petition. 


^ and (f) The estate has^f ince bees released from the management 

of thi of Wards^ 


^'Rursl dredit^ffteilltleSk 

r- 

SS. Ml^ NtlR AHNy|Ps (<^ Will liff# Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative <^iut and Eural IqdebtfttniDis Department be 
pleased ito.sta^ if itjs a facti^hat owinf loi ^ working of the Debt 
Settlement Board and of the*M6n^ 1/en^^ Act, the rural credit has” 
shrunk considerably and the ’agricu||unatB ha1>e']^i^ suffering much for 
want of crodit famlitias andJtiihely^^leainP ^ ** * 

(6) If so, have the Goveninrent taken any steps to provide easy loan 
to the agriculturists If so, what are they? ^ 

. (c) Whats is the H^p^oxinmyte amount of loan that the,^ peasantry of 
Rengfid '$^early require to. eontinjj|e these nonhal eqltivationsf . , . 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


^ Will ilie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on tbe Table a 
dialled statement showing the amounts of crop loan, given to different 
districts m Rengal in the years 1938, JL939 and 1940? 


MINISTER in eharge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEDTEONESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blo Khan 
Bahadur Maulvl Hasham All Khan): (a) The operation of the Bengal 

Apncnltural Debtors Act or the Bengal Money Lenders is ia>t the 
main factor which brought about the contraction of ruraf^redit. 
main factors are the economic depression and past irregularities of the 
debtors in repayment of loans. 

(6) Yes, in the s|^pe of crop loans issued to the cuhiuntors. 

(c) The total annual requirement has been variously estimated, but 

accurate figures are not available. f * * 

• t ■■ 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to part {d) of question No. *69* 


Cropioan. 


1938. 


1939. 


1940. 


District. 

* % 

^ Bs. 


'■V 44 > 

24*Pargana8 

• a 

^ 30,000 

44,317 

1.86,073 ; 

Nadia 

• * 

• • 

69,760 

1,04,04# 

Murshidabad 

* • 

• • 

13,009 

06,736 

Jessore 

ijf^ 

• « 

*9. -r 

01 

1,98,922 

Khulna 

V* 

26,000 

97,6ot 

2,46,009 

Burdwan 


dk JL 

6,034 ; 

18,779 

Birbhum 


26,000 

13,262 

* 23,370 \ 

Howrah i. 

• * 


5,641 

14,136 ^ 

Hooghljr c «. 
Bahkura v . . 

• 4 

m a 

10,768 .% 
46,772. 

22,63a ' 
^6,676 

Midnapore . . 

m 9 


^ 21,584 

‘ 13,315 

Dacca 

9 9 

13,000 

2,22,327 

3,02,341 

Mymensingh 

V*' 

7,000 

2,84,606 

7,49,313 

Barisal 


30,000 

1,10^104 

2,38,074 

Faridpur 

r* • 

26,000 

l,62,3l\ 

2,074)48 • 

Chittagong . . 

• % 

• •- "ic 

32,80A: 

1,44,813' 

Noakhali 


io;t)oa' 

" 65,668 

2,90»769 

Tippera 


• • 

4,19,123 

2,61,293 

Pabna . ] 

ai • 

^ s • . ^ 

. 81,968 

"70,243 

Bogra 

• • 

4., 

-4: • 

#,09,901 

1>7,030 

1,79,902 

Di^jpur . . 

• • 

20,000 

4,08,626 

Bangpor 

9 9 

10,000 

1,41,667 

3,42,633 

Jalpaiguri . . 

• 9 

• • 

11,213- 

29,669 

Darjeeling . . 

9 9 

• • 

. 13,667 

20,930 

Mal^ 

9 9 

8,000 

20,000 
aw * 

34,554 

57,763 

Rajshahi 

9 9 

65,288* 

86,185 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 
reference to (o) what .is the maximum and what is the minimum esti- 
mate of the total annual reqjtirements according to the reports 
received ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM AI.I KHAN: 1 can- 
not give either the maximum or the minimum estimlite of the total 
loans ^required but Government granted in 1939 Bs. 20 lakhs, in 1940 
60 lakhl^ and for the current year the budget provision was for 
Rs. 60 lakhs out of which Rs. 42 lakhs has already been distributed. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Does the 

Hon’ble MiniUter consider Rs. 42 lakhs sufficient for agricultural 
loans? ^ 

Mr. BflESIDENT: Thai is a matter of opinion. 

Certain i^ommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. 

80; Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Thdustries Departnient be pleased to state — 

if his atteuliion has been drawn to »ihe specific recommendations 
' ma^ by ihe Bengal Land llevenne Commission in para- 
graphs 203 to 215 aii4^paragTaph8 -220 to 240 and 299 of the 
Ist volume of their report at^jpages 101 to 118 the summary 
, of which is givetf at pages' 177 to 17^ of the said report; 

(6) if so, whethef any steps have been taken by him to give effect 
to any iof these -recommendatidns; ^ 

♦I*'. 

{c\ if s6, what are they^ 

(d) if not, why no action haslbeeii t^l^iS^'^nd 

(e) whether the Government propose to take any action in .future 

. on any of these i^eommendations f if i not, why not? 

. . .... ** ■' ‘ 

MINI8TER in charg^ftf ths ACRlCUIJURE and IN9U8TRIE8 
DEPARTMEN'E (tht Hn^lila Nawab Knwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Oaooa) : (a) Yes. 

. to (e) A statement showing the action taken or proposed to be 
taken Wi thw recommendations (with the exception of paragraph 299 
which concerns thq ,Qo-dperati'f^*Department) is placed in the library. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Europsaii Wants of tlio Calcutta Madioai Oollsga Hos|iitala* 

n. Mr. KHOR8HED ALAM GIJOWDHURYr Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what was the number of patients — male and female — ^in the 

European Wards of the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals 
on the 30th November, 1941, and how many of them were 
Indians; 

(b) how many of those Indians were Christians ; 

(c) what was the number of Indian Hindus, Muslims, and Farsis 

on that date ; 

(fl) how many of the patients of each of the classes as mentioned 
in clauses (b) and (c) were supplied with Eurofiean diet or 
English dishes during their stay in hospital; 

(e) what *18 the average schedule diet cost per head ^erT^iem for 
* Indian and European respectively in the same ‘ ward ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that the Indian patients ' in the European 
Ward are not supplied with tea even; and 

(ff) how much is spent for a Chinese patient per day in the 
European Ward for his diet'f* J 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPyUlTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. BChtosh 
'Kumar Basu): (a) There were 198 patients->-73 males and 426 
females — ^in the Europ^n Wards of the Medical College HospitalSj 
Calcutta, on 30th November, 1941, of whom 111 were Indians. 

(b) to (d) Not known, as no statistics of jpatifents under these 
classifications are kept. » ■ » ^ 

ie) Europeait-^Hs. 1-0-3. ^ 

• Indid^— Es. 0-8-3. 

(f) Yes, tea is not ^ item of the diet prescribed for Indian 
patients. 

A Chinese patient is admitted into the Eu^ippean Ward. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR* RAYs With reference to anewer to 
question (/), is the Hon’Jblei-Minister awai% that Indians are just as 
much addicted to tea-drinking as European^? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Well, I not 
quite sure but I would ask for advice from the honoqjrabl^^nmmbf^ 
whether that is a practice or habit which ought to be encouraged P 
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Dr. KUMUO 8ANKAR RAY: WiU the Hon’ble Mmister supply 
tea at least to those who have got the halnt? 

Hft 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOSl) KUMAR BA8U: Well, if that is 

medically advisable, it may be considered. 

Mr. V. N. Rsjsiii I.C.8. 

62. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY (on behalf of Rai Sahib 
JATINDRA MOHAN SEN): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the date when Mr. V. N. Bajan, i.c.s., joined the district of 

Dinajpur as District Magistrate; 

(б) the date when he issued notices on public associations and 

individual persons to apply to him for sanction to hold 
•- public meetings and processions on public th<Jroughf ares ; 

(c) whether these notices were issued under the Defence of India 

Buies und, if so, under what rule; 

(d) whether he gave the notices under his own initiative or on the 

directioii of the higher authorities; 

„(e) the reason why he took away the powers of the Superintendent 
of Police in the matter of the granting licence for proces- 
^sions in public thoroughfares in the district of Dinajpur; 

(/) whether the Government have taken legal opinion whether the 
* Defence oi India Buies are applicable to this matter; and 

(g) whether any Magistrate of any other district took action in 
this matter under the Defence of India Buies? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faalul Hnq): (a) 2nd Jahuayy, 
1941. * 

(b) I have no information. 

(c) In the exercise of powers conferred by Government Order, imder 

Defence of India Buie 56. . 

(d) On his own initiative ifi exercise of these pow'ers. 

(e) The Superintendent of Police had no power under Defence 
Buie 56, nor was the Superintendent’s power under the Police Act 
taken away by the DistricfMagistrate. 

Government obtained legal opinion as to the validity of their 

ordeH. 

(p) Itta. 
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Mamifwture of paper freni wateMiyaeinth. 

le. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what has been the I’esult of investigation carried out for the 

* manufacture of paper from water-hyacinth ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the pri(;e of paper has considerably 

increased now due to war; 

(c) whether the locallj’ manufactured paper from water-hyacinth 

cannot compete with ordinarily manufactured papers; and 

(d) what is the cost price of a ream of j»aper prepared from'Water- 

hyacinth as compared to the cost of paper otherwise prepared? 

The Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ef Daooa: 

(a) A suitable process has been found out after experiment at' the 
Industrial Eesearch laboratory and it is being tried out on a small 
scale as a cottage industry. The results so far are promising. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes, as a cottage industry. 

(d) The latest figure for cost price of a ream of hand-made paper 
based on water-hyacinth as a chief raw material is approximately 
Ee. 3-10 against Rs. 16-10 the present market price of a ream of mill- 

'made paper of the same type. ^ . * 

Khan Bahadur 8AIY ED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly say why this has not been then introduced 
and popularised in all the rural areas where water-hyacinth can be 
found without any cost and when the difference is so much as Rs. 3-10 
and Rs. 16-10? / 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa i 

Sir, as yet it has not been tried anywhere. Government is examin- 
ing thte question of its introduction on a large scale all over Bengal. 

* Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why it has not been examined 
from the point of view of cottage industry when it has been proved by 
experiment a great success as a small industry? 

The Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

Still, Sir, there is the question of machinery and teclmical "' experts 
which will take a fairly long time. • 
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Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUODIM HOtAIN: Then does 
the Hon’ble Minister propose 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. In a supplementary question 
the honourable member may ask for information on any point. But 
he should not argue. 

. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to refer to Orissa Government where they have made experiments on 
these lines and actually found paper made from water-hyacinth much 
profitable P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daeoa: 

I shalP'certainly make enquiries. 

Dietriot Magistrate of Jessore. 

IS. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the- Home Department be pleased to state whether he has 
received any complaints alleging against the conduct of the District 
Magistrate in charge of the district of Jessore for the months of October 
to the end of December, 1941 ? If so, what is the nature of such com- 
plaints and allegations? 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Magistrate has since been transferred 
from the district, and if so, is it due to such complaints having come 
to ttie knowledge of Government? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No. 

(6) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative; 
the second part does not arise, in view of the reply to (a). 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: WilT the Hon’ble Minister *he 
pleased to state who was the DistricUMagistrate of the Jessore district 
during this period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K.^AZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that. 

t 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Am 1 to assume that the Hon’ble 
Minister is unable to answer this question or he wants notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember all 
the names of the District Magistrates posted in Jessore. It is not a 
question of my being unable to answer this question. If I get notice, 
] shall answer the question. 
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|«nr. AMULYAOHONE ROYs I want to know wlietlier ike 
Minister is aware of the fact that the District Magistrate of 
Jessore during this period while proceeding to Magura in his official 
capacity severely beat a woman named Lalmati who is a resident of the 
subdivision of Magura? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of this^ 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROYs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the brother of Lalmati was severely dealt with by the District Magis* 
trate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister propared 
to enquire into this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If I get time, I will make 
enquiries and answer. 

Jute Mill strike in Budge Budge areas. 

20. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the position of the jute mill strike in Budge Budge and adjacent 

areas ; 

(ii) the number of mill hands involved in the strike; 

(Hi) the names of jute mills and their managing agents; 

(tv) number of working days already lost; 

• (v) approximate loss** qjf wages ; 

(vt) the cause of the dispute and 

(vu) if any efforts were made by the I^abour Commissioner for a 

, conciliation ? 

(h) Is he aware that a petition signed by about 30,000 workmen of 
seven jute mills. Budge Budge area, under the management of Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd., was submitted to the Hon’ble Mini^ten 
through the Conciliation Officer of Bengal. Government Labour Depart- 
ment on the 11th July, 1941, with their grievances regarding inadequate 
wages and other things? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Hon’ble Minister in reply to my questioa 
regarding the above petition said in Council on the ^nd August, 1941^ 
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that the petition was being considered by the ConciliatioB Officer and 
that he expected that Government would able to deal with the matter 
in course of a fortnight P 

(d) Is it also a fact that for two or three months after 32ind August 
reminders were given but no steps were taken for conciliation? 

(e) Is it a fact that the cost of living has gone up more than 33 per 
cent, since the outbreak of war in September, 1939? 

. (/) Is it a fact that the jute mill employees have not been granted 
more than 12lJ per cent, increase in wages to cover dearness of prices 
of necessaries of life arising out of the war? 

MINISTER in charge of the CaMMERSE and LABOUR 
«nd EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul Karim): (a) (t) Work was resumed in all the six mills 
affected on 16th February. 

(ti) About 16,000. 

(iu) Budge Budge, Albion, Lothian, Orient, Cheviot and 
Caledonian — ^Managing Agents, Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. 

Jtv) 405,000. 

(v) Not known. 

(vi} The strike was started in support of demands for 25 per cent, 
wage increases, enhanced dearness allowance of Bs.3 per month, two 
months’ pay in advance, and adequate arrangements for protection from 
air raids. 

(vn) Yes. The Labour Commissioner and his subordinate officers ' 
kept in close touch throughout. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) No reminder is traceable. 

(e) No. The highest that it touched was on 8th December, 1941, 
when it mounted to 129. Since then there has been a steady fall. The 
price index on 25th February, 1942, stood at 123. 

(/) A 10 per cent, general increase in ‘wages was granted shortly 
after the outbreak of war and an additional flat rate allowance of Be.l 
was granted with effect from June, 1941. • 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the fact that the index ' 
stood at 123, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of a 
further increase in wages ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Provincial 
Government are at present engaged in working out the details of a 
more elaborate organisation for the preparation of cost of living index 
in coHaboration with the Government of India. 
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i: t U B piisi pii of busifiMs ill the High Court tfuring Jumo praynib 

SI. Khtti Bahadur 8AIYED II^UAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state— 

(a) whether the Government of Beogal propose to request the 
Hon’ble Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court to suspend 
all business of the High Court for IJ hours on Friday for 
enabling Muslim Legal practitioneis and litigants to say 
their Jximn prayers as is done in all the Courts subordinate to 
the Calcutta High Coxirt; and 

(h) if the reply to part {n) be in the negative, whether the Govern- 
ment propose to inform the High Court that in the interest 
of the Muslims of the Province it is desirable that the 
practice of suspending business of the Courts on Friday 
during Jxi'ina prayer, be observed by the Calcutta High 
• Court also ? 

.<V. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: ¥he 

honourable member is referred to the assurance given by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister in the Council on the 19th February, 1942. 


Land Mortgage Banks. 

22. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state how many land mortgage banka have been established 
in Bengal and what arc those' places? How many other such banks are 
going to be started and where will they be started? 

ih) Is it a fact that strong representation from the leaders of Chitta- 
gong was submitted to the Government demanding the establishment 
of a land mortgage bank there? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government definitely promised to start a 
land* mortgage bank at Chittagong? 

(d) If so, do the Government propose to start a land mortgage bank 
in Chittagong without further delay? If not, why not? 

(c) Do the Government propose to adopt a comprehensive policy of 
establishing more land mortgage banks in Bengal? If not, why not? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; (a) 

Five, at M 3 ntnensingh, Oomilla, Pabna, Jessore and Birbhum. Five 
more will be started at Burdwan, Khulna, Dacca, Feni and Bajshahi. 
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* (6) and (c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

F ■ 

(e) Government propose to see the working of these land mortgage 
banks before taking up the question of starting additional banks. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the capital of these five 
land mortgage banks that have been started? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the principle on which 
the places were selected where these banks were started? 

f* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Principally on the recommendation of the Assistant Registrars and 
local authorities and District Officers as to the proper sites. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Was no 

recommendation received from the authorities in the Chittagong 
district for a land morgage bank there? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No. 

But Feni has been selected to serve the jjurpose both of Noakhali and 
Chittagong. 


Council Representation on the Joint Library Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Under rule 2 of the Rules regulating the 
control and management of the Library of the Bengal Legislature, I 
re>nominate — 

(1) £han Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, and 

(3) Dr. K. S. Ray, 

to represent the Bengal Legislative Council, who with three members 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and one representative of Uie 
Legislative Department will form the Joint Library Committee. 







Aotioii tsken by Qotenuntnt on Non^fitoial Rosolntioii# 


; ¥lie Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M.^ABDUL KARIM; Sir, t beg^ to 
iiiform the House about the action that has been taken on Besolution 
No. 1 moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed and adopted at a meeting of the 
Legis^tive Council on the 28th August, under rule 9o(<2) of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 


(a) Some of these secoiidarj' schools mainly Government high 
English schools have manual training classes and (b) secondary classes 
attached to them. Agricultural education in non-Governn»ent second- 
ary schools in this province on the lines adopted in the Punjab was 
introduced in the j’ear 1928. Fifty-nine high English and middle 
English schools are participating in this scheme. Every school is 
required to have a trained agricultural teacher on its staff to teach 
these subjects. Special grant is given to them to enable them to give 
allowances of ten rupec.s a month for the teacher. The courses spread 
over a ;geriod of four years. Middle English schools are allowed to 
have t\v(i continuation classes, classes Nos. 7 and 8, in order to com- 
plete the courses of agricultural education of these students. At 
present sucli courses have been adopted in 2o schools while under the 
existing scheme 2G middle English scliools can have tliern. To meet 
these expenses Government give an extra grant and a special allot- 
ment has been provided for this purpose. Nothing further is proposed 
to be done in this direction at present in view of the Secondary 
Education Bill now under consideration as it is anticipated that the 
Secondary Education Board contemplated in the Bill will take up the 
matter on the basis of popular opinion as soon as it comes into 
existence. 


(h) Physical training is Or ought to be an integral part of work in 
all schools; the training of officers to do this work is a good idea. As 
regards military training, Government consider that this is an 
inopportune time to suggest this innovation. 

JV- 

(c) tiffin grant of Rs. 45,000 has been provided in the current 
year’s budget for giving grants to aided high English schools and 
madVassahs towards the scheme for supply of mid-day meal to 
students. 

(d) Under .the new scheme scholarships will be granted this year 
on the results of the departmental final primary examinations which 

• will be held from this year at the end of four years of the primary 
course. There will be two grades of scholarships — grade I, Rs. 3 and 
grade II, Rs. 2. These will be tenable for two years in secondary 
schools. Besides these, there will be a number of si>ecial scholarships 
for boys and girls, Moslems and other backward classes. 
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tlw JAi^ Gounbli P fiofi i -^ P^lil^ Villi 1041 . 
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Mr. iBHANPVJl DATT^I M; 'maj 1 lia^O .70W leaTO 

to looye t)iat .th<^ date for ^subinit^g liia ^ort of 
aaittea On *^e Bengal Legj^latiTe 'Council%Ppiverii ,and PiiTilegei BBl, 
irliicli I ^ad 4116 honour the moTe» be extended io SOldi November, 
1942P -/ .. \ 


Mr. P|IE||DfiNTt I'he.' question befoiut the House is: Ibat tiie 
time for submission of the report of the Select Gdmi^ttee ' oh the 
Be^al Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill be'extended till 
doth November, 1942. »' ^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

» ■ * V . 


Short-notice ||uoBt|ont. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I 
have given notice of a short>notice question. But I am sorry to say 
that I have not received any reply or statement in req)ect to that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; May I know what 
it is about p ' i. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDBAINr It is about 

the civil defence in rural areas. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U.- Sir, I do not think 
I have got the reply ready yet. I will take the earliest opportunity 
of making a statement about it. 


Public Accounts Gommittoe. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S On a point of information, -Sir, 
regarding Public Accounts Committee. If my memory serves me 
right, the Hon’ble Pinance Minister promised that he would look into 
this matter and let us know the decision. Has any decision been oixme 
to with regard to Public Accounts Committee, as to whether it IMduM 
be called to examine the audit report P 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The Hon’ble Finance Minister already proniiis- 
ed that he is considering the matter; when a decision is’ reached, it 
will certainly be circulated to the House. 
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lq1i«^^s^.i«gi»(i^g (^ ,1 do, not jSwflr; 

mj^f hoiioiu^bl^e Jiieifd <4>3£med desixes to ' ImC <liHM|||jei6« 

in vie^ of tl^ atatemont th^'j^inaA th« other day. If W dawres 'to 
p4t any ^tiMl^oxiis l tan r^y W th|]XL 
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MK ^RtSfttiNT: Do' you a^H irant. put quMtiona^ IC'. 
.Ahmedf 

. ** ■ ' ■ '.. *. ^*' - '■. 

Mr.1fi/R AHMEOi X thinkj tSir, my puzpoae -baa l)^n jwrved by 
the atatament made, by the Hon’ble Mlniatar the other day* and I do 
not Uke to put any qneationa. 

tha Bengal . Non-Agrioiltural Tenancy (Temporary Provieione) 

Extending Bill, 1942. 

Mr. P/IE8IDENT: The Houda will now conaider the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942. 


Clause 1. 


Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the Hbuse it: that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. * 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

*>■ 

* The question before the House is: that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

e 

, Title and Preamble. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Title and Preamble stand part of the 
BiU. 

The question before the House is : that the Title and Preamble stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


t 
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Tht HM’Wa KMn ■thMtar Mt AMUL KARHIi: I htg to ' move 
iliat tli€ Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Proyisi<nia) 
Extending Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, be passed. ’ 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Motion moved: that the Bengal Non-Agrioul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942, as settled 
in the Council, be passed. 

* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAfN: Sir, T 
support the passage of the Bill. But I have only one observation to 
make in this connection and it is this. This is a Bill which extends 
the term of the provisions of the Emergency Act passed for protecting 
the n on-agricultural tenants until the passing of a comprehensive Act 
<lealing with their rights. The draft Bill dealing comprehensively 
with the rights of non-agricultural tenants was published in the 
Oazette, I think, several months ago, but it has not yet been introduced 
cither here or in the Lower House. I hope the passage of this Bill will 
not retard the introduction of that Bill and in spite of this 'Bill being 
passed the Hon’ble Minister will kindly see that the comprehensive 
Bill is Introduced in this session and referred to Select Committee in 
this very session so that there may not be any loss of -time and non- 
agriculturists may not suffer. They are in great suspense on account 
of this comprehensive Bill not being enacted quickly into law. So I 
hope, Sir, thi.f will be remembered by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in supporting this Bill I also want 
to make a few observations on lines very similar to what my honourable 
friend has just now made, that this temporary Bill whose life is extended 
now by one more year was passed two years ago and the last Ministry 
was not able to put a permanent Act on the Statute Book in spite of two 
years having almost passed. Now we have another year’s extension. I 
bope that this matter will be taken up and the comprehensive Bill,' to 
which reference has been made, will be introduced, considered and 
passed in this Legislature before the expiry of this additional year 
which we have given to the operation of the old Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also support the 
motion for the Third Beading of the Bill. In doing so, 1 must point 
out that the Bill is a highly contentious one, although it is desirab^ 
that it should be enacted immediately as a very large section of the 
public is in favour of it. 

Mr. LALIT OHANBRA OABl This Bill is not oontentmui; 
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f lliim tahagur NAZIRUDDIN^A 1 refer to the BiU ^ok 

v(% have in oontemplation of which the Khan Bahadur spoke, the Bill 
whioh has been published in the “Calcutta Gasette.” That is certainly 
a contentious Bill ; it affects the velted interests and in view of these 
considerations the Bill should be very carefully considered. It may 
be necessary to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion and also 
it may be that the Bill should then go to a Select Committee for very 
. detailed and careful consideration. Of course^ the Bill should be 
passed as quickly as possible but in doing so these considerations 
should be kept in mind. (Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mvazzamuddin 
Hosain : The Committee sat over it for two years 1^) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The House will now discuss the Supplementary Estimates for the 
5’ear 1941-42. 

Discussion of Supplementary Estimate, 1941-42. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Presi- 
dent. Sir, my first observation in this connection wfll be that this 
Supplementary Estimate is presented to us rather too late and I do not 
understand why it should ordinarily be put up so late before the 
Legislature. If it is to be considered at all and if the discussion about 
it is to be of any value it should be presented to us in time. As a matter 
of fact after six months had expired from the financial year, the 
Supplementary Estimate is prepared and I think it should be the duty 
of the Minister in charge to see that Supplementary Budgets are 
presented to the House in the month of September or October when 
only it could be propierly dealt with. On the other hand if it is present- 
ed to us very late, after the expenditure has been incurred, the discus- 
sion becomes more or less a farce. Now, Sir, 1 should like to examine 
eome.of the items in detail. Under the head “Land lievenue” I find. 
Sir, that Rs. 1,25,000 more has been asked for extra staff required tor 
'management of Government estates and the ground given is that the 
certificate procedure having been abolished extra staff had to be 
ax>pointed. Sir, the certificate procedure was not abolished this year 
or last year, but it was abolished four years ago and 1 do not see why 
this expenditure could not be foreseen. Then comes “Survey, Settle- 
ment and Record Operations.” Here also it is stated that unforeseen 
complications which had arisen in course of such operations necessitated 
this extra expenditure. Sir, in the Bakarganj district, as we all know, 

saf ‘ 
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settlement operations go on conlanuonsly on account of the ripaxum 
areas in that district and 1 do not see why these so^alled complications 
could not be foreseen and why extra expenditure was at all necessary. 
In Faridpur district the record of rights was found to be completely 
different from that now in use with the result that comparison proved 
difBcult and took more time. This also, Sir, seems rather absurd that 
the authorities could not know that the forms of the present record of 
rights were different from those they are going to prepare in the next, 
year. We do not think therefore that the reasons assigned for the 
ertra expenditure are at all reasonable or sound. In connection with 
the preparation of records of rights, 1 have one other observation to 
make and it is this. For preparation of records of rights Government 
realises three-fourths of the costs from the tenants and the landlords 
and the Government contribution is only one-fourth. The people do 
not like it. It has been forced upon them. The revisional proceedings 
were suspended 4 years ago and only last year they have been 
re-introduced in the hope that these records will be required for the 
purpose of acquiring proprietary rights of landlords by Goyernment, 
but when that question has not yet been settled I do not see any reason 
why money is being spent for preparation of records wdiich again may 
be found to be out of date when the actual question of acquisition of 
rights comes in. It is a luxury and the poor people are forced to pay 
for this luxury the beneiit of which they do not appreciate, even the 
liberal section of the people do not appreciate. These records are 
prepared after 20 or 30 years. I think Government should consider it 
seriously whether they should go on with these revisional settlement 
proceedings in the next year also. 

I now come to the extra provision under the head “Jails and 
Oonvict Settlements”. The increase in the number of prisoners has 
been given as a ground for this additional allotment. But nothing has 
been stated what is the reason of this increase in the number of 
prisoners. As far as I know a large number of political prisoners has 
been set free and so there is no reason for congestion in jails aiid 
especially so when there is no reason forthcoming for influx of 
prisoners in jails. 

Then as regards additional money under the head “ Police The 
total money wanted is very nearly Bs. 12 lakhs. The only comment 
1 have to make in this connection is that whenever money, is wanted 
for the Police there is plenty of money in the Governihent coffer but 
whenever money is wanted for any ameliorative measure money becomes 
scarce in the Government coffers. 

t come next to the charge under “Agriculture”. I find that tbe 
additional expenditure required is Bs. 10,67,600 under i;he Jute 
Regulation Act, 1940. As . I have already referred to in my budget 
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tliat this expenditure seems to me to be not only T^ry high but 
nixihstrous, I do not understand how this figure can at all be arrired 
at 4 5 I claim to have expert knowledge in this connection. 1 say that 
the estimate of cost of jute regulation is monstrously extravagant. The 
total cost of the staff employed for restriction of jute last year was 
Be. 21 lakhs of which cost of preparation of records was Bs. 10 lakhs 
and that of regulation was Bs. 10 lakhs and 88 thousand. For the 
next year Bs. 22 lakhs was budgeted for and another Bs. 10 lakhs have 
been provided for in the Supplementary Budget. 

If the regulation could be made in the previous year with only ten 
lakhs I do not see how Bs. 82 lakhs should he required in the present 
year, only for regulation. There was no record of rights preparation 
this year, that it should have cost so much. I. see that last year the 
regulation was made for three months only that is from January to 
Harch, and that is the time when licences have to be issued for jute. 
After that the licensing staff is not at all necessary. This staff should 
therefore be done away with for the next nine months and the only 
staff tha4 should he retained is perhaps the Inspectors and Suh> 
Inspectors for finding out if anybody had grown any jute on any area 
that had not been licensed. And I am definite that under this head as 
much as ten lakhs could be easily saved. Sir, I am prepared to offer 
my services to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture 
Department and I am definite that I can bring down the charges by 
ten lakhs, if I am asked to work the actual details of the budget under 
this head. So, I repeat that this charge is very extravagant and on 
the face of it quite monstrous. Of course, I quite agree that it cannot 
be prevented this year as the expenditure has been incurred. But for 
the next year at least it should be and can be prevented. Sir, one 
thing that I may mention in this connection is that in spite of this 
heavy expenditure on jute restriction the department is not being run 
as efficiently' as one would w'ish. An Amending Act was passed for 
correction of mistakes in the record of rights and in that Amending 
Act the time given was one year for correction of the mistakes from 
the date of the disposal of the objections of the previous year. But, 
Sir, Government made an inordinate delay in giving effect to this 
Amending Act, and they also took a long time in framing rules under 
the Act, with the result that the actual cultivators got only two or 
three months’ time for correction of their records, and during this time 
also they could not on account of their imverty and ignorance also 
procure court-fee stamps necessary for filing objection s* and to my 
knowledge, Sir, I may say that the court-fees of four annas value were 
selling for eight annas and in some cases for one rupee even for filing 
objections under the Jute Begulation Act for correction of records. 
Sir, 1 know that even 30 per cent, of the mistakes have not been 
corrected yet and a large number of mistakes are still to be found in 
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record df ’ rights. Therefore it is only fit and proper that Govern* 
ment shovld give the poor tenants time by execmtive order at least for 
correction of records. The Collectors have got under the Act the 
power to correct the jute record any time on their own initiative, so if 
the Government finds any difficulty in ordering correction Under execu- 
tive orders, they can ask the Collectors to find out the mistakes in the 
record and set right the mistakes that come to their knowledge. This 
will be only fair to the agriculturists in whose interests this Jute 
Eestriction Act has been passed. 

I now come to the supplementary estimates, under the head “Indus- 
tries — ^Cinchona”. Quinine has been purchased to a very large extent. 
All this is very good but I think our requirements of quinine could be 
considerably decreased if we could give sufficient income to our people. 
Sir, malnutrition is the real cause of most of our diseases. I have 
been in many malarious districts and that for a long time and 1 know 
by experience that if the poor people could get proper nutrition they 
would not suffer from malaria and other diseases. 8u, Sir, all that 
they require is proper food and income with which to i)urcbase the 
former. If this is done, then a good deal of money that is now spent 
on malaria medicines and the Medical Department could be saved. 
Therefore I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to keep this in mind while 
preparing his next year’s budget. 

I now come to “Famine Relief”. For “Famine Relief” the allot- 
ment asked for is Rs. 27,71,000. This is a very heavy amount. The 
ordinary precautionary provision under this head is Rs. 2 lakhs and 
it is said that the excess is due to widespread distress caused by floods, 
drought and cyclone in a large number of districts. But this is not 
entirely true. There are other causes also of which the Hon’ble 
Ministers ought to be coguissant, so that they may be on their guard in 
allotting adequate amount of money under this bead in future years. 
One of the chief causes is the economic condition of the tenantry of 
Bengal. What is the economic condition of the tenants of Bengal? 
The loot cause of distress is that their poor average inpome. Accord- 
ing to the Floud Commission Report the value of all; efops for the 
agricultural population per head in Bengal is Rs. 43 and it ^is 
mentioned on page 83 of that report that the cost of cultivation is one- 
third. So if we deduct one-third, the average income of a cultivator 
is only Rs. 29 per headland if we remove the better class, about 20 per , 
cent., who are better off, then the balance 80 per cent, population have 
only Rs. 18 to 20 per head as income. Our people are half-starved: 
they have no vitality and thus become easy prey to famine and 
distress. The famine condition prevails because already they are half- 
starved. So in view of this and also in view of another factor, that is 
the restriction on jute cultivation which has adversely affected the 
landless labourers, their condition is precarious. The restriction on 
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bas very adversely affected the labour population o( the province, 
l^e total area under jute in Bengal is 49*38 lakhs acres, say about 
5$ lakhs acres in Bengal. Last yea^, of this, 16 and odd lakhs, about 
OAe4hird was allowed to be used for jute cultivation and nearly 33 
lakhs acres of jute land was released from jute. What was the result P 
The result was that the restricted cultivation of jute very adversely 
affected the labour population who used to get Rs. 25 per acre,' whereas 
•for paddy lands the labour population get only Rs. 5 per acre; the 
result is that they lost Rs. 20 per acre. Thus it will be seen that wo 
have deprived the labour population of Bengal by jute restriction, to 
the extent of Rs. 6*60 crores. Even taking into account that some of 
the labourers cultivate their land themselves, at least 5 crores have 
been refused to the labour population of Bengal on account of tjiis jutfi 
regulation. This is one of the causes of widespread distress throughout 
the province. I come from a place where famine relief operations are 
still going on and about Rs. 10 lakhs have been spent on relief and I 
may tell the House that the chief cause of distress is the jute regula- 
tion and the distress is acutest among the labouring classes. The labour 
population had to be given gratuitious relief, because {iovernment 
could not give them work during the rains. Government .should be 
wide awake of this factor. When they are regulating jute they should 
make large provision tor the labour population who have been hard- 
hit on account of the jute regulation scheme. 

Then, Sir, under the head “Miscellaneous” 1 find that Rs, 1,77,000 
has been asked on account of Dacca communal riot gratuitious relief. 

• Sir, to this I have no objection but I have one observation to make in 
this connection and it is that the best way to prevent these communal 
riots is by censoring Ihe newspapers of both communities, Hindus and 
Muslims, and by establishing a Board of Hindu and Muslim Leaders 
who would advise from time to time both the Muhammadan newspaper 
and the Hindu newspaper editors to be very mild in their remarks and 
in, their observations, and not tn criticise in such a manner as to rousn 
communal passion of any side. I think. Sir, if anybody is responsible 
it is these newspaper remarks which have been responsible to a very 
great extent for rousing communal hatred between the two communi- 
ties. *Sir, Government will do well to think whether an Advi.sory 
Board or a Censoring Board of non-officials should not be established 
In order to see that the newspapers do help the communities in main- 
taining communal harmony and communal order. As regards extra- 
ordinary charges, Sir, I find that a very heavy amount has been charged 
for but yet I have not got very much to say against it. But the only 
thing I can suggest is that a good deal of expenditure could perhaps bo 
■hired if the civil ofQces could be removed — and there is yet time for 
them to be removed from the town of Calcutta to the mofussil centres — 
as they have been done and being done in Madras. In Madras they 
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have already started remoriiig their civil offices to mofussil centres^ 
Sir, just after an aerial raid it becomes very difficult to evacuate — not 
only difficult but also costly and instead of that it vrill be much better 
for the Government to think of it beforehand and to remove their 
offices from now in which case there will be no dislocation of work at 
a later stage and the cost also will be much less and this will surely 
obviate the danger of suddenly being faced with the problem of finding 
evacuation centres in the mofussil in case of an actual air-raid. 

Sir, the last but the most important item is the advances to culti- 
vators. For this. Sir, 1 crore 16 lakhs was given this year. Of course 
it was very generous on the part of Government to have so liberally 
come to the rescue of the cultivators. But, Sir, Government should 
know that this is not the only year in which such a large amount' has 
been required because agricultural credit has already died in the 
mofussil area and Government will not only have to provide such sums 
in future but they will have to increase their allotment gradually from 
year to j^ear. Eventually they will find that 5 or 6 crores will be 
required as temporary loans to the cultivators and a large j)art of it 
perhaps they will have to write off from time to time as irrecoverable 
knowing as they do the condition of the agriculturists. Sir, as one 
coming from a distressed part I know that subsistence loan has been 
given no't only to small agriculturists but even to labourers who cannot 
possibly pay back this loan. Government will have to write off such 
loans. The allotment under **Loan” should be more than 1 crore 16 
lakhs in future. Unless Govennment thinks immediately of establish- 
ing agricultural banks in every thana Government will find itself faced 
with great difficulties in meeting the agricultural credit problem. By 
giving loans of one crore 16 lakhs only they will not be aible to main- 
tain the poor agriculturists. This is not the special year of distress 
as the Government apparently seems to think. Every year they will 
find that the demand increasing and they should be prepared from 
beforehand to meet it in time. 

Sir, the only other general remark I wish to make before conclud- 
ing my speech is this. Sir, 1 have made some conaiaiuctive suggestions 
as to how money could be saved and as to how money could be usefully 
utilized. Sir, the money which can be saved even now I say from 
under the head “Jute Restriction” may be about 10 lakhs minimum 
and this could be very usefully utilized for the agricultural and indus- 
trial development of the country which is the problem of all problems. 
Agriculture and Industries are the only departments which can 
increase the wealth of the country and unless and until you increase 
the wealth of the country you cannot solve the great economic problem 
and it will be for the Government, Sir, especially in this time, to give 
an incentive to agriculture and industry by introducing comprehensive 
schemes of industrial and agricultural development of the country. « , 
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Sir, 1 am surprised to find that in spite of the assuranoei giren 
the Hon*bie Finance Minister the other day that even during war 
Mme not only there will be no relaxation of efforts for industrial and 
s^cultural development but as a nfatter of fact it will be intensified, 
when I moved a very modest proposal of giving business training in 
industry, — to departmentally trained young men of this province in 
industry by Government, — ^that proposal was vetoed and turned down 
. by the Hon’ble Minister and the party in power. That is very dis- 
couraging and I never expected that it would be so. Although we are 
in the Opposition we will be wholeheartedly supporting every scheme 
which would likely solve the economic problem of the country, we would 
not only support, but as a matter of fact we have been hammering all 
these years on the previous Government and we will be doing so to this 
Government also for doing their best for increasing the income of the 
people and for solving the economic problem and we hope that they 
will find that we are not only co-operating with them but we are really 
insisting on them to do something for the economic salvation of our 
country.* 

With these words. Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR* Sir, in discussing the budget this year 
I said that we were in a difiicult position, for we were criticising the 
Finance Minister for holding someibody else’s baby. To-day, I think, 
the position is worse, for even the baby does not exist. In a way, it 
is a post-mortem examination of a ghost, for the money, as was 
pointed out by the honourable member who has just sat down, has 
already been spent and spent at the instance and initiative of a 
Ministry w’hich is now defunct. Therefore, Sir, the criticisms which 
we offer on this Supplementary Budget are meant not so much as 
criticisms of that budget as constructive suggestions in respect of the 
budgets to be presented before us in future. The remarks we want to 
. make are for that reason not directed against this budget. We 
would, however, like the Hon’ble Minister to keep in mind these 
criticisms and remarks in framing his proposals for next year and in 
administering the funds which are being granted this year. At the 
outset, I would thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his assurance 
given on the occasion of the general discussion of the budget. He has 
*8aid that he would look into the working of the Civil Secretariat and 
find out whether there is any duplication in some of the items and 
actual wastage of public money can be prevented. Well, there have 
been iminted references to such wastage of public money by the 
honourable member who has just spoken. 1 believe that Government 
have under examination the scheme of jute regulation and when they 
do 80 ^ they will take into consideration the remarks of the honourable 
Biemberrwho has just spoken regarding the saving of Bs. 10 lakhs 
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jessr. I generally agree with him and believe that fuarther 
economy: is possible. 1 will go further and. say that it is possible to 
effect even a greater saving. If one amin is appointed for each of 
the 3,000 unions where jute is cultivated and other officers are employ- 
ed for 3 to 6 months a year for inspection and control, the expenditure 
for the department can be greatly cut down. One scheme estimates 
that the cost of jute regulation should not exceed eight to ten lakhs, 
but evm if we double this figure, there would be a net saving of almost 
twenty lakhs. 

With regard to the question of the loss, the net loss, suffered by 
cultivators and labourers of about six crores of rupees, to which 
reference has been made, I confess that I have some difficulty in 
accepting this figure. Though it is undoubtedly true from one point 
of view that labourers have actually suffered a loss, still from another 
point of view a good deal of money has come to them in the shape of 
increases in the price of jute. For the jute prices sometimes went 
down to as low a figure as Rs. 2-8 before the war, but as soon as the 
war broke out the prices went up. The price of jute for the fiast year 
too was in the neighbourhood of about Rs. 10. If we take into account 
the amount of jute produced in the province and the increase in price 
which is at any rate partially attributable to the jute restriction 
scheme, I think that the statement about the loss of six crores by 
labourers will not he found tenable. However, I quite agree that the 
whole thing should be examined by Government. Government should 
consider with sympathy the suggestions made by the Leader of the 
Opposition as to how far the question of unemployment of agricul- 
tural labourers as a result of jute regulation can be tackled. Here, 
Sir, I find myslf faced with another difficulty. We shall have very 
little imports of food from outside this province and therefore we 
must make provision for our food as best as we can, by producing our 
requirements in the province itself. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIHs Sir, my 
point was that this six crores of rupees was entirely lost to the 
labourers. The labourers do not get the benefit of any rise in the price 
of jute at all. I am not against jute regulation but I am saying that 
the jute-growers may have benefited by this rise in price but the 
labourers have not got the slightest benefit out of it; on the contrary, 
they have been hard hit by it and Government ought to do something 
to help them. 

Hft HUMAYUN KABIRl I quite see the difficulty and that is 
why 1 Imve submitted that Government should examine the whole 
question, but I maintain that it will be a mistake to surest that 
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llll^rers aiid cultivators can be classified into wateivtigbt com^rt* 
nllE^ta in Bengal. In many cases, some people work on their own land 
t|r |a period oi the year and at other times in work as labourers on tile 
l|md of other people. Therefore the line is not very sharp; however, 
this will have to be examined very carefully by the Government. 
Therefore, I think the interruption by the Leader of the Opposition is 
not perhaps justified. 


, With regard to the Dacca riots, 1 also endorse the remarks made 
by the honourable the Leader of the Opposition about writings in the 
newspapers. Sir, I have often felt tempted t«j suggest that there 
should be some sort of institute for the training of journalists and no 
one, Muslim or Hindu, should be allowed to become a journalist — 
because a journalist has very great power both for good and for evil — 
until a Hindu has a knowledge of Muslim sentiments and beliefs and 
a Muslim of Hindu beliefs and institutions, so that they may not write 
anything which could hurt the feelings of members of the other com- 
munity. I think it will be conceded that in most cases the journalists 
do not write what they write be<*au8e they want to give offence, 
although that may happen in some rare cases. In most cases I dare 
say it is due to ignorance, and 1 think it (rannot be denied that there 
is colossal ignorance on the part of members of one community with 
regard to the culture of the other. Therefore, if a scheme on some 
such line can be worked out, — I do not of (iourse know how far 
it will be practicable and relevant to the discussion of a supple- 
mentary^ budget — but if some such scheme can be (.arried out, I am 
sure it will be to the general good of the province and the country as 
■ a whole. 


Now 1 come to the provisions of the supplementary budget. Tlie 
main interest in this supplementary budget lies in the expenses for 
civil defence measures. With regard to civil defence, I want to 
mention certain specific points before taking up the broader a.spect of 
policy and purpose. I think the honourable members of this House 
kbow that about one thousand tailors were detained in Burma, Malaya 
and Singapore, and very few of them have returned. I am now told 
that only about 40 have come back to Calcutta. Their families have 
no mgans of livelihood. Cannot something be done for them? I was 
told by the Chairman of the Port Commissioners, when I went to him 
• in connection with a deputation on behalf of labour employed in the 
Port Commissioners’ areas, that people engaged in work which is 
directly or indirectly connected with war would be given compensa* 
tion in case of accidents, and if there were any casualties either by 
way of death, injury or imprisonment, their families would be given 
family pensions for maintenance. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister 
for Civil Defence to enquire if these provisions can be applied in the 
case of those tailors who have been confined outside India and who 
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cannot return to their homes an4 those families mre now destitute. 

I hope the Oovemment will take into eonsideration the pitiable plight 
of the families of more than one thousand tmlors who are faced with 
starvation in the literal sense of •the term and examine the question 
of giving them such relief as they need. 

Another suggestion which Government might examine is to find 
out whether it is not possible to start co-operative concerns in order to 
give these families relief. There is nowadays a great demand for the- 
supply of various articles of clothing, viz., uniforms and badges for 
war purposes. A large number of private firms in Calcutta are making 
large profits out of this war business. I would ask the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department to see if he cannot 
give some relief to these tailors’ families through the organisation of 
co-operative societies which will give him work and also afford them 
market facilities for the goods which they produce. 

Then, Sir, I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Commerce and Labour to the plight of the shop assistants. 

I am now dealing with some points in detail and making certain 
suggestions for the Hon’ble Minister’s consideration and reserve my 
general remarks for a later stage. As I was saying, on account of 
the blackout, it is very difficult for shop assistants to return to their 
homes after 9 o’clock at night. Honourable members of this House 
know that the shop assistants work till 9 o’clock, and can therefore 
return home only after 9 o’clock. Some of these poor men have to 
go 2 or 8 miles at that hour to reach their destination, and in the 
darkened condition of to-day, their difficulty in groping their way 
home can be easily imagined. I would ask Ihe Hon’ble Minister to 
consider whether the hours of work in shops cannot be advanced 
during the duration of this crisis. 

Then, Sir, I want to refer to the wages of these shop assistants. 
The average wage of a shop assistant is perhaps Bs. 15 per month. 
Every one can understand that with the high prices prevailing at 
present a wage of Bs. 15 is hardly adequate for them, especially those 
living in towns. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see if some 
steps can be taken to give these poor men some relief in the shape of war 
bonus or some such allowances. With regard to the wages of a indus- 
trial labourer, the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal are dealing with the question directly. 1 would ask the* 
Government to extend the same sympathy to the shop assistants. 
Then, Sir, 1 may draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
fact that a large number of shop assistants have been dismissed with- 
out adequate notice or compensation. In certain cases, although the 
ownwrs have tmnporarily closed their business concerns^ the premises 
are there wd they wre paying ihe rent of the premises, but no wages 
id, their employeeB. On aiocouni of the temporary . suspensiop ef 



ipilness, the shop aBsistants have been dismiBsed and tkoB placed in 
difficulty. Of couree the preeent OcTernment, ae a popular 
#ot«niinent with modem ideaB, of the dutiee of a Government, should 
have responsibility for the welfarh of the citisens. 1 h!ope the 
Government will look into the matter and see what relief can be given 
to the shop assistants. 

Next, Sir, I come to the question of civil defence. Here I should 
* like to repeat what I said to the Hon’ble Finance Minister when 
discussing the next year’s budget. I refer again to the Civil Secre- 
tariat and may hope that he will examine the constitution of the 
Civil Secretariat with a view to curtailment. Similarly, careful 
scrutiny should be made in regard to the officers of the Civil Defence 
Department. We all know that the Hon’ble Mr. Basu who has been 
placed in charge of this department, is one of the ablest and most 
energetic of our Ministers. At the same time the burden imposed on 
him is too heavy. He is Minister in charge of Local Self-Govern- 
ment and Public Health which in itself is a very heavy portfolio. 
In addition to this he has been placed in charge of the Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. I think it is not fair to Mr. Basu to ask him. to 
undertake such a serious responsibility 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order. Sir. Is it 
permissible for a member to make such general remarks when discuss- 
ing the Supplementary Budget? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have allowed a little latitude to the honourable 
member. Strictly construed, the scope of debate on a Supplementary 
Budget is very limited. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, because the largest item in the 
Supplementary Budget is in respect of the Civil Defence Department, 
I thought I might be permitted to make some remarks about civil 
defence and air-raid precautions, and about the officials employed in 
this department. They come directly under the amount of money 
which is spent for the Civil Defence Department, and my contention 
wasf Sir, that there has been a duplicate of offices and not only a 
duplication of offices but also a lack of sufficient co-ordination. As far 
as I can make out, there are half a dozen l.C.S. men in the A.R.P. 
Department proper. These half a dozen men — well, one does not really 
know what they are doing. Besides this half a dozen, there are another 
4 or 5 who have been taken in the Local Self-Government Department 
and in various other departments. In some cases, the anomalous 
position has been created that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Def«mce 
Go-ordiiiation is not the Minister to contt'ol these officers. For example, 
we End there is an l.C.S. officer who is the Civil Defence Director and 
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he has also Bersonal Assistaat who is again' from the I.€.S. and 
both of them are in the Home Department. Now, Sir, in addition to 
the men in. 'the A.B.P. proper and these two Civil Defence Directors, 
there is' an Additional SecretaiV Local Self-Government 

Department for civil defence purposes and in addition another liaison 
officer. In all. Sir, I gather there will be a do^n 1.0. S. officers in 
the Defence Department and the work of these different officers has not 
been sufficiently demarcated. As I have said, the Director for Civil 
Defence is under the Home Department and not under the Minister for 
Civil Defence. Again, Sir, the Civic Guards have been placed under 
an Indian Police Service man and he also is not under the Civil 
Defence Department. He is again controlled by the Home Depart- 
ment. 

The whole position ought to be examined, and I hope that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister will do so himself. He promised that he would 
go into the working of the Secretariat but I would request him to 
extend his scrutiny also to this department. As laymen, without claim- 
ing expert knowledge of the operations of the Civil Set'rethriat, it 
seems to us that there is duplication of officers. A very large number 
of people do not seem to have any definite work to do. I am in this 
connection reminded of what Mr. Wordsworth, who was my teacher 
and I think also the teacher of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, once 
told us. He told us that in the Civil Secretariat, files have a knack of 
attracting other files. Like snow balls which, as they roll on, gather 
continually more snow till ultimately the original snow ball is almost 
lost sight of, files in the Secretariat also continually increase. In the 
Secretariat also, once a file starts one never knows when or where it is 
going to atop. Mr. Wordsworth also said, — I do not know how far this 
was meant as a joke or how far this was meant seriously, — it was his 
practice to have a spring cleaning of files once every April, get hold 
of files and burn them and he said that neither the Civil Secretariat 
nor any of the officers grew the wiser because the files were burnt! I 
hope that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will look into the matter. 
With his penchant for economy and his capacity of coming to the core 
of the matter in a short and brief manner, he will find that there is 
room for economy in the Civil Secretariat. Of course so long aa, the 
Indian Civil Service officers frame the budget, this cannot happen. 
Nobody wants to dismiss himself. If the appointing authorities and 
the officers appointed are identical, it is natural that they should 
create sinecures. That is why we find that in the Civil Secretariat, 
where the whole machinery depends on the Indian Civil Service they 
are .never loathe in helping one another to the loaves and fishes of 
office, 

But to return to the Civil Defence Department. As a result of tht 
lack of conn^ination to which 1 have referred and as a result of 
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lar|^ nuiiiber of I.C.S. officers, the ^department suffers. Some of 
^€111 may he efficient but all of theip are not so. This is a question 
elhich 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into. Well, Sir, on 
a^epunt of these facts and on account of the wrong distribution of 
duties, the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence is overburdened ' with 
work. I have myself seen him labouring from early morning till late 
midnight. There has therefore been unsatisfactory arrangements with 
regard to the distribution of A.R.P. facilities in the i>roviiice. I 
referred on a previous occasion, Sir, to the distribution of slit trenches 
in this city. One honourable member was pleased to contest what I 
had stated with regard to the large number of slit trenches in the Lake 
area. I think he had left his spectacles or perhaps his vision behind 
when he came here. As a nominated member, he perhaps felt that 
there should not be any remarks against anything which is done by 
officials. 

Well, Sir, any one who goes along Kidderpore Road in the inmdan 
area will find that a large number of slit trenches have been dug there. 
Up to the Esplanade, there are many slit trenches but there are not 
sufficient facilities near the tram terminus. I am grateful to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence that after my remarks and some of 
the questions of which I have given notice, work has been started in the 
market and bustee areas. We feel, however, that these .slit trenches 
would have. been dug without outside pre.ssure and on the initiative of 
the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence himself if he had enough time to 
attend to this portfolio exclusively. I would also ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to consider whether slit trenches cannot be dug in Harrison 
’ Road, Upper Circular Road and such other congested parts of Calcutta 
where the population is far greater than the maid^m area or the Lake 
area. He is overworked and it is my belief, and 1 think 1 shall be 
supported by most of the members of this House, that civil defence 
ought to be an entirely separate portfolio under the charge of one 
Hon’ble Minister who will look into the different civil defence measures.. 
I abelieve to-morrow will be devoted to the discussion of the civil 
defence question. If that is so, I shall reserve my remarks with regard 
to the general policy of these civil defence measures. May I ask you, 
Sir, whether to-morrow is going to be devoted for this purpose? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

♦ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that event, 1 shall not touch on that 
point any further. 

I shall conclude with a request to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister* 
to apply his axe unflinchingly to the different departments of the Civil 
Secretariat, and see hew far retrenchment is possible in the various; 
departments. He has himself stated in his budget speech that in the. 



Hfttioii'biiildiag departmeats,. money is epent in order jto improre th# 
morale of the people,^and raise their material and mental condition^-rr 
and there should be no retrenchment in these departmoots^ 1 concede 
that there should not be any parsimony in spending money for keeping 
the administration going but where it is meant only for keeping ^e 
bureaucratic Government well-oiled, I hope the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will cut down expenditure ruthlessly. 

Mr. NtIR AHMEO: Mr. President, Sir, with your permission, l' 
wish to make a few remarks on the Supplementary Estimates presented 
to this House this year. I think this is the biggest supplementary 
budget ever presented to this House, for the total amount is 
Bs. 2,79,44,000 of which about 19 lakhs is absorbed by Loans and 
Advances. Sir, the Ministry deserves thanks for this huge amount of 
Loans and Advances given to the agriculturists, because it is an 
admitted fact that these agriculturists had been very hard hit this 
year. Owing to the introduction of some Acts and other economic 
causes, the rural credit has dried up. But the method which ig followed 
in distributing these loans and advances is, 1 -think, faulty. Crop 
loans are advanced through provincial banks, i.e., central banks, and 
loans to agriculturists are distributed by Circle Officers. It is found 
often that real needy persons cannot get relief as the number of the 
crop societies or agricultural societies are very few and these loans 
cannot be distributed even-handedly throughout all the districts and 
villages of Bengal. My submission, therefore, is that in future it 
should be the policy of Government to have a well-planned programme 
as regards the distribution of these loans. 

The second largest item, which consists of a sum of 70 lakhs, is 
absorbed under the head “Extraordinary Charges”, that is, regarding 
civil defence measures. Much has been said about this item in this 
House. So, I do not like to dwell at any length on this charge but 
I should like to say only one thing. Out of 70 lakhs, a sum of 
Bs. 50,000 has been allotted for the scheme in mofussil areas. Tt 
appears that about 23 towns have gone in under the civil defence scheme 
and one of these towns is the town of Chittagong. The town of Chitta- 
gong is in imminent danger but the expenditure provided for this 
town is \eTy small. I find from the schemes that have been sanctioned 
that the total amount has not been more than one lakh. Therefore,, 
when Chittagong is in such imminent danger I hope that the Ministry 
will allot further funds to it, to be augmented later on by Hie disirict 
authorities. As regards the amount for famine distribution,, my humble 
submission is: that this sum should be profitably expended on produc- 
tive works. Then,, again, I find that a very large amount, namely, 
of 11 lakhs, -has been spent on gratuitous relief. Of course, X am 
aware that the ciroumstaaoes were very abnormal aad the people 



jp^pred immediate help and Government had to oonoede to the demand 
fl| l^e people. There is another item, a very lag item, of 12 liklui 
2^ ^oueand under the head ^‘Police”. I find that the original budget 
provided for a sum of 2 crores 38 Ihkhs for this department; so ^at 
with this additional sum the total demand under * ‘Police” has come 
up to about 2 crores 50 lakhs; or in other words, it amounts to about 
one-fifth of the total income of the province of Bengal. Of course, I 
^am quite aware of the fact that emergent conditions prevail at the 
present moment, but in spite of that it cannot be gainsaid that the 
expenditure on the Police Department is growing up in spite of the 
cry from all sides of the House to reduce it. Then, there is another 
item under the head “Appointment of Police Sergeants” in Calcutta. 
From a reply given to a question in this House on this subject it appears 
that as yet no Bengalee sergeant has ever been appointed to this post. 
Therefore, my humble submission is that Bengalees should be appointed 
to thi.s post. Only a sum of about ten lakhs comes under “Agricul- 
ture”, that is, for expenditure for regulation of jute. Sir, the original 
allotment under this head was about 22 lakhs but with this additional 
requisition it will come to about 32 lakhs. I do not object to money 
being expended on the regulation of jute, but I wish to appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister to go into the scheme very carefully and thoroughly 
and see w’hether any reduction cannot be made in it. It appears that 
expenditure on this head is going up every year. As for jute restric- 
tion in Chittagong I can say that money spent in Chittagong for this 
purpose is simply being wasted. In Chittagong very little jute is 
grown but nevertheless I find that a huge staff is maintained for this 
purpose. We have seen that in a district where there is no cultivation 
of jute, still a huge sum of money is being wasted on jute staff therjs. 
Another item for criticism is “Jails and Convict Settlements” for which 
Rs. 8,73,000 has been asked. This is also not at all praiseworthy. 
After the inauguration of responsible Government the population of jails 
should have been reduced. On the contrary we find that this population 
o| jails is increasing and for that an additional sum is required. It 
would have been better if the staff were reduced instead of being 
inq^e^^d. It must be due to the large number of persons being sent 
to jail even now, and prominent public men being restrained and put 
in jail. 

• Then, Sir, there is a sum of Rs. 3,25,000 under the head “Land 
Revenue”. It appears that there was a mistake in preparing the record 
of rig^s. As a result of that additional expenditure has been 
incurred. There “is nothing stated about who was responsible for this 
mistake and what steps have been taken against him. There are also 
small matters in the budget about which I do not like to say anything. 
But one thing I wish tp inform the House in this supplementary budget, 
: th e r e is a huge s'\pa off money provided under the head “Bmergency”. 
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Ho explftnation abonat details of this entorgenc^’ ii to Ibe fotind in tbe 
explanatory notes. My hnmble submission is that in future the mem* 
here should be provided with more detailed explanatory notes so 
that the members will realise how H;he money is spent. Although under 
the present constitution very little power of control is given to the 
members, still if you do not give the necessary explanation for increas- 
ing the budget figure we find it really very difficult to understand 
the budget and its implications. I do not like to make any other^ 
observation except under the head “Industry — Cinchona”. I find that 
Rs. 68,000 more has been provided for the purchase of stores, imple- 
ments in the cinchona factory. 3%is is a matter which vitally concerns 
the public health of Bengal. In the budget Rs. 6 lakhs has been 
provided and this additional sum will make ih Rs. 6,68,000. I think 
this is still inadequate. It is an admitted fact that in this province 
lakhs of people suffer from malaria 

Mri PRESIDENT: Order, order. The honourable member is go- 
ing beside the point under discussion. He should now conclude his 
speech. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: All right, Sir. I think a much larger amount 
should be provided for cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have 
listened wdth great attention to the speeches made this afternoon in 
this House with reference to the supplementary estimates for the year 
1941-42. My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Eabir referred in his 
inimitable way to the case of a baby. Sir, the discussion of estimates 
in the Upper House probably reminds one of the baby in swaddling- 
clothes. 

Sir, my honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition has criticised 
three aspects of the Supplementary Budget Estimates under Grant 
No. II “Land Revenue”. First of all, he referred to the extra expendi- 
ture caused in the management of the Government Estates. The 
explanatory note there is quite sufficient to convince him that in this 
case as a result of the suspension of the certificate procedure this extra 
commitment has been thrown on the Provincial Exchequer. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUASAMUDDIN HOBAINs . Four years 
ago it was suspended. 

Tha HauHrit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANNRdEl: True, but my 
honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition hdP not forgotten the 



of the law of limitation. Four years ago when the oeltK 
fiMW procedure was first suspended, the law of limitation Would not 
hihro retrospective operation. If he subtracts three years from four 
yOhrs, then he comes across the year ld41-42. In that year the commit* 
mOnts were heavier than in past years and a sum of Rs. 1,25,000 had 
to be requisitioned originally for the purpose of covering the expendi* 
ture but this was found inadequate. This is a matter of mathematical 
calculation as well as legislative effort. And either the certificate pro* 
oedure has* to be put into operation or the law of limitation must be 
stamped out of the statute book; otherwise the expenditure is likely 
to be commensurate with legislative efforts. 

He next referred to the <iuestion of survey, settlement and record 
operations. The extra expenditure is due to a large numl)er of factors 
and one of the fa<;<ors is unforeseen complications. Sir, these 
unforeseen complications include natural (‘.alamities, vis major ^ over 
which humanity has not yet in this Hcieutifi<* age obtained control. 
The district of Bakarganj is a stormy petrel of Bengal. It produces 
Prime Millisters, Home Ministers, patriots; it produces cJiars, the law 
of alluvion and diluvion, subinfeudation of a type unknown to any 
other land system in the world and sometimes causes mistakes in the 
matter of a cadastral survey. Sir, I am not very familiar with this 
district. My honourable friend, the Leader of the- Qp^ositiou, may 
be so. If this district is erased from the ma]) of the world, possibly 
the Government will not c.ome forward with supplementary estimates 
with reference to survey, settlement and record operations. Sir, it is 
perfectly true that the preparation of the record of rights is a compli* 
cated task and sometimes it presents all the aspects of a public nuisance; 
but it is a public nuisance of the necessary type. My honourable friend 
the other day dealt with the report of the Floud Commission and one 
of the pre-requisite preliminaries to the ojieration of the recommenda- 
tions of the Floud Commission is the preparation of a correct record 
of rights. It is perfectly true. It is perfectly true that in this taak 
of *preparation of records, the Provincial Government meets onjly one- 
fourth of the expenditure. But if the Provincial Governuient is bur- 
dened with further expenditure, the Exchequer will receive its income 
from put of the tenantry of the province. My honourable friend 
referred to the question of famine relief. With his diagnosis 1 am in 
eomplete agreement, namely, that in a land like this where the condi- 
tion of the tenantry is almost in a subnormal level, you must have 
perpetual famine of a chronic type; but the remedy. Sir, which he 
proposes may not perhaps be better than the disease. It is true that 
in the budget normally a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs was provided for meet- 
ing expenditure under this head last year. The natural calamities 
almost amounted to national calamities and there were districts in 
ISast Bengal whichg^ere .visited not only by cyclone but also by flood 
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imd in West Bengal drought ruined the prospect of a bumper crop. 
On this head Government was obliged to come to the rescue of th,e 
suffering humanity and therefore a sum of Bs. 2 lakhs had to come up 
to Bs. 27 lakhs. . 

My honourable friend next referred to the restrictions imposed 
upon jute cultivation. My honourable friend Sir Bijoy Prasad is 
not present here. I am not an expert in the Department of Agriculture 
and Industry. If I were so, I would have certainly understood the 
sorrows of the jute cultivators but jute cultivation and the* restriction 
of the regulation relating to its cultivation did not necessarily dei>end 
upon factors which are either provincial or inter-provincial. But the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister will certainly, — ^he is here, — I cannot 
give an assurance on his behalf, — I presume, look into the matter very 
carefully. This is undoubtedly one of the most important problems 
which faces the province. 

Then, my honourable friend referred to anotlier question — ^the ques- 
tion of the grant of gratuitous relief to the families of certain unfor- 
tunate evacuees or persons who have been held down to territories which 
are now enemy territories. This is a problem which must engage the 
attention of the Government. As to whether the Government is able 
to help then\ under the present Constitution Act of 1935 is another 
question; but sometimes you have to transcend beyond the narrow 
confines of a legislative measure and if that is possible, certainly that 
point will not only engage my attention as Minister of Bevenue in 
charge of Evacuation but also that of the entire Ministry. 

As regards my honourable friend’s suggestion regarding removal of 
civil offices before an air-raid, well, the Hon’ble Minister of Co-ordi- 
nation and Civil Defence is not here, but the matter is certainly engag- 
ing his attention. 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Eabir’s main criticisms were 
directed to the Civil Secretariat. The building, as he knows perfectly 
well, is a legacy from the days of Job Charnock; it was in existence 
before Writers came but to-day we witness a spectacle not of writers 
but of readers and lecturers. Mr. Kabir referring to our teacher 
Mr. Wordsworth was pleased to observe that in the opinnion /)£ the 
latter the files in the Secretariat gathered momentum like snow balls 
till the original files could not be recognised. But, Mr. President? 
he is somewhat modest in his estimate. He ought to have called these 
snow balls or snow bells “dumb bells”. They have a tendency in a 
certain temperature to acquire strength, but in a hot climate and in the 
circumstances in which we have been placed, they might just as well 
melt. And if and when the melting point is reached, then we shall not 
be able to exactly realise or visualise what out position is likely to 
be. My honourable friend also started the startlii^ proposition that 
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in the world wants to dismiss himself. Exactly so, Sir, but 
old^: except those who want to bid good-bye to the world. 

■ My honourable friend Mr.. Nur Ahmed made a reference to the 
dktribution of Loans and Advances te the agriculturists by the agency 
of Circle Officers. The expression “Circle Officer” is mathematical 
but may not be practical. But nowhere in his speech could I discern 
any constructive suggestion as to what could be an alternative method 
of distribution of these Tioans and Advances, unless it could be argued 
with some show of reason that these Circle Officers should be replaced by 
some kind of non-official agency. That would be some sort of practical 
proposition to which my attention could be drawn. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
also referred to Chittagong and said that it was in imminent danger. 
Sir, we all agree that it is so, but the imminence of the danger is not 
warded off by his. presence here. I am very sorry for the mistakes in 
the record of rights which was criticised very strongly by the Leader 
of the Opposition but he knows perfectly well the proverb “to err ip 
human, to forgive is legislative”. Sir, the above are the criticisms 
that hav^ been levelled against the department over which I hold 
charge. 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir referred to the question 
of communal bitterness which was accentuated by newspaper propa- 
ganda. There are newspapers which looked at from this point of view 
may be supposed to be an evil. But, Sir, the suppression of views is 
a greater evil, and unless the people recognise the position taken up 
by Frederick the Great of I^russia three centuries ago, either news- 
papers should be suppressed or the people should be oppressed. Sir, 

• Frederick the Great was an aristocrat of aristocrats, a great military 
chief. On one occasion a certain cartoon appeared on the walls of the 
streets of Berlin caricaturing him. Frederick the Great used to take 

• riding exercises in the morning through these streets. So, the following 
morning he went up to the walls where the cartoon was hung. He got 
up on the back of his horse, took the cartoon down from a particular 
height, brought it down to the level of the eyes of the pedestrians and 
wrote a note, as history says, to this effect: “Beware of Frederick”. 
From the following day the cartoons ceased appearing. If the people 
criticised do not care for cartoons, their commercial value is lost. 

I fiave full sympathy with the observations of my honourable friend 
•Mr. Nur Ahmed that the explanatory notes might be fuller. The 
first breath of public criticism, I agrde, must be directed towards not 
reform but towards more publicity. 

Tlw Hon’ble Dri 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Sir, as I 
explained on a previous day, the supplementary estimates for 1941*42 
do not represent the activities of the Ministry now in office. I listened 
with considerable attention to the observations made by the Leader of 
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i^e Opposition and some other members belonging to the Opposition 
Gronp. Naturally, Sir, I have very little to say in support of the 
present state of affairs. The supplementary budget should have been 
before the Legislature in due tii^e. Al any rate, the assurance which 
was given by my predecessor that apart from any expenditure which 
may have to be incurred during an emergency, the matter would be 
placed before both Houses of Legislature in due course, should have 
been kept. I hope that so far as the present Ministry is concerned, 
in future there will not be a repetition of this character; but of course 
what I say is subjecst to this reservation that the emergency through 
which we are passing to-day may necessitate Government embarking 
upon some expenditure without previous reference to the Legislature. 
If such a contingency happens, at the first possible sitting of the Legis- 
lature thereafter. Government would come forward an.d place the matter 
before the House. As regards the detailed observations made by several 
members, I felt greatly attracted by them, and the remark which fell 
from the honourable lieader of the Opposition that he can suggest to 
me a procedure by which I can save lls. 10 lakhs on the jute restriction 
scheme, is indeed attractive. He told me that his figures ^ere ready 
and that if he were given a chance he would be able to do this. I find 
he is busily engaged in writing sometliing. 1 hope his scheme for 
saving 10 lakhs of rupees is being prepared and will be handed over to 
me by the time to-day’s sitting is over. Sir, I can give this assurance 
to my honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition that I cordially 
invite him to give me any suggestions that he may be able to give 
and I shall consider it with all seriousness. 

Then, Sir, the question of unemployed labourers is a very large 
problem. I do not know, but I read somewhere that their number is 
30 lakhs. (Khan Bahadur Saiyei) Miiazzamuddin Hosain: According^ 
to the census it is 28 lakhs.) These 28 lakhs arc landless labourers. 
Obviously it would not be possible for me to indicate any scheme by 
means of which their problem can be solved. But that is a question 
which Government must bear in mind in connection with any propo&al 
for restriction of jute. As regards the extraordinary charges on civil 
defence, to-morrow the House will have the opportunity of discusmng 
civil defence questions and I believe any member who desirqs any 
information on any particular point will be able to have it. 
Mr. Humayun Kabir raised the question about Mr. Santosh Kuman 
Basu being over-burdened with too much work. Sir, I think there is 
some misunderstanding on this point. There is no Minister for civil 
defence in this province. Mr. Basu is the Minister for Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. Mr. Humayun Kabir has suggested that it will be 
better if there is one Minister for Civil Defence and everything that 
is being done for civil defence should be kept under this Minister, 
Mr. Mabir is perhaps aware that at one tiina some years ago ddriag 
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war an attempt was made to concentrate most of the duties of 
civil defence in the hands of one Minister in England, but the problems 
which such a Minister had to deal with were of such a magnitude that 
it was impossible — I believe it waff Sir .Torn Anderson, at one time he 
was asked to deal with this question, — it was impossible for one Minister 
to dispose of all the important matters coming within his purview. 
What is happening in our province to-day is this. The important duties 
relating to civil defence, — when I say civil defence I use it in a broad 
sense inoluding A.R.P., — are distributed amongst different departments. 
A. R. P. is under the Home Department. Medical and Public Health 
Department deals with about 75 per cent, of the work of civil defence 
and that was the reason why Mr. Basu was requested to take up the 
charge of co-ordinating the work between his department and the other 
departments. Some work is being done in the Department of Commerce 
and Labour, for instance, the problem of food, control of prices. There 
are some questions like the evacuation and relief to the persons affected 
after an air-raid takes place. These arc questions w'hich are dealt 
with injthe Revenue Department. It was thought that if there was one 
Minister who could be given wide powers to co-ordinate the work which 
was being done by the different departments, only then would it be 
possible to provide for individual attention being given to all these 
important features of civil defence. I do not think, Sir, therefore that 
Mr. Eabir’s proposal to have one Minister for Civil Defence at this 
stage and entrust everything to him is a practicable «)ne. But I agree. 
Sir, that there is room for greater c(»-ordination and we are doing all 
that is possible to secure such co-<»rdiuation. Of course, as the Hoxise 
is aware, the general policy and the line of action were laid down 
before we came into office; the framework was there and we are taking 
all possible steps to secure such changes in the framework which would 
lead to efficiency, speed and progress. There is one matter in conneij- 
tion with civil defence and that is the amount of co-operation that 
Government is receiving from the public. Now, with regard to that 
question, Sir, on Saturday last there was a conference in this very 
place which was attended by representatives of all shades of public 
opinion and an attempt has been made to establish a definite link 
between the public and the Government, whicli we have reason to believe 
will .result in improving the present situation considerably. Mr. Nur 
Ahmed suggested that we have been neglecting Chittagong. Well, 
it is not fair for him to make such a suggestion simply because the 


Supplementary Estimates do not say much of Chittagong. The new 
situation which has arisen in Chittagong to whic^h he made reference has 
already received the close attention of the Government. The District 


I 


Magistrate of Chittagong who was here last week-end received our full 


assurance of financial assistance in enabling him to deal with the erner* 


gent situation that faces that district. There will be no question of 
Government hesitating to spend money on Chittagong or on other rural 
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areas which may be net^ssitated by actual events; but, of course, mi I 
emphasised the other day, the main point is that we should spend money 
for civil defence on danger zones. It is not expected that there will be 
rivalry between Calcutta and the rural areas. Areas which fall within the 
danger zones must unreservedly receive equal attention from the hands of 
the Government for the preservation of public interests. Among other 
points which Mr. Kabir has raised one is about burning of files in 
March or April. Well, I do not think that he was suggesting that the 
new Finance Minister should try to deal with the problem* in such 
an easy but dangerous manner. He raised the question of tailors’ 
grant. He has a clever way of making things relevant which are 
otherwise irrelevant. He has raised the question of shop-keepers who 
suffer from the consequence of black-out— of course black-out comes 
within the purview of civil defence. Now, Sir, it is true that there 
will be many departments which will suffer on account of the disloca- 
tion due to the war. I do not say that Government has found it possible 
to alleviate the suffering of every section of the public, but it is trying 
to do all that it can possibly do. On this difficult occasion any, helpful 
or constructive suggestion from any quarter will be gratefully received 
by the Government. I do not think that there is anything more with 
regard to the details that need my observation. 

With regard to the question of relief, I know, Sir, — that this is not 
the best way of solving the problem, but still Government was faced 
with a very serious situation. There was this unprec^edented havoc by 
flood and cyclone and if Government had not come forward with the offer 
of relief. Government would have been very strongly criticised by the 
same speakers who have described that the relief was even now inade- 
quate. As regards the method of distributing relief, 1 share the appre- 
hension expressed by the speaker that sometimes these doles are distri- 
buted in a manner which are not consistent with the actual needs of 
the people of the locality. In some cases attempts hav been made to 
associate non-officials with the distribution of relief. If constructive 
suggestions are made by members in respect of this matter, that als6 
will receive sympathetic consideration of Government. 

ProgramiM of Business. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For the infor- 
mation of hilnourable members of the House I may announce at this 
stage that to-morrow’s business will include, in the first place, the dis- 
cussion of civil defence measures on a statement to be made by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, and in the second place, of course 
if there is time left, the discussion of any very urgent non-official 
businees. 
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HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1 through you, Mr. President, 
^ri|quest the honourable the Ijeader of the House, to consider the 
advisability of giving the House an opportunity of expressing some 
dfiinion on the expected Statement of Mr. Churchill? This is creating 
a good deal of interest, for nobody knows of what sort the announcement 
will be; it may be absolutely disappointing, or it may contain some 
satisfactory features, we cannot say as yet, but since the House will 
be in session till to-morrow, if not till the day after, and the Statement 
is likely'to be made to-day, I hope, Sir, you will allot us another day 
for discussion of the Statement. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am afraid it 
is not possible to fix any day or date in a state of uncertainty. Of 
course, if the expected Statement of the Prime Minister (monies out 
to-day, then the House may have an opp»>rtunity of discussing it to- 
morrow. But I do not know that the time <‘an be extended beyond 
to-morrow according to the programme of business arranged by Govern- 
ment. • 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, cannot we have another day, say, 
Wednesday? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: We can consider 
this point to-m(»rrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 to- 
morrow. 



AdioumnMnt. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th 
March, 1942. 
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QU^STl^S Ain> ANSWEI^ [lOmlki 

(b) Yes. 

(o) Tii(e Indhlii^ 1053, 

1064 and 1074 of the B. J. Code, Yolome 1, a copy of which is in 
the library . Division I prisoners are supplied , wi^ the ^S^totesmon 

and the NcAajuga at Oovernment cost. 

■ . -# .. .. .... 

(d) and (e) No. 

(f) No. On the other liand, besides the diet prescribed in the Jail 
Manual she was given certain extra diet. « 

120. Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA DAS: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of lihe Hjf'ine Department be pleased to state— 

(a) if it is a fact that Srijukta Bimal Protibha Devi, a Division I 

prisoner now^ the Presidency Jail, is segregated for all 
practical purposes; 

(b) if it is a fact she is not allowed to stay outside her cell for 

more than 1 hour in the morning and 1 hour in the after- 
noon ; 

(c) if it is a fact that she is not allowed to talk with any fellow- 

prisoner even during these hours; 

(d) if it is a fact tiiat in the ward in which she is lodged are 

confined prisoners suffering from leprosy; and 

(e) if these latter prisoners have been removed; if so, when; if 

not, why notP 

Tht Hon’lrte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUqi (a) to (d) No.^ 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that this question was put fn 
July, 1041 P 

I 

V 

The Hon’Mi Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is long before I ‘came 
mio office fn the new Ministay and I do not know. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DACi Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state when was.:t|df 

TIM HmFM* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUUl The answw was pre- 
pared '.lifter > oh.' ^ ■ ■ ■ - ■■■ 
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Mr. LALIT OHANDRA OASi WiU U» Hm’U* Uiaittu 
if diog* of tko Homs Bfpufmsnt bo plooaod to ototo vbethor tbo 
;Oorenimoiit propooe to arrange — 

(o) for Sreejukta Bimal Protiblia Deviate have proper company 
in jail and end this virtaal segregation; 

(b) for proper facilities as a Division I prisoner with regard to 

diet, clothings, interview with her sons and daughter and 
, relations at the Presidency Jail under better condi^ns, 
and for censoring of correspondence, books, etc., without 
unreasonable delay ; and * 

(c) for facilities to enable her to subscribe to Bengali or English 

newspapers other than the Azad and the StxUesman at her 
own costF 

Tlw Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ S (a) She has not been 
segregated. 

(b) ^d (c) She will be treated in this respect in accordance with 
the Jail Code, a copy of which is in the library and to which the 
hon’ble member is referred, unless her conduct renders her liable to 
the curtailment of any privilege as a disciplinary matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry about the case of this lady now in jail 
as to whether really she is put to all the inconveniences referred to in 
questions Xos. 120 and 121 P I have been informed that she is still 
suffering from inconveniences which can be avoided. 

The Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Very well, I will make 

• enquiries. 


AerkMitumI Mt. 

f 23. Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: WiU 

thf Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Mural 
Indebte4ne8s Department be pleased to state-— ^ 

^a) what is the total estimated agricultural debt of !M|ngal; 

(b) what is the total annual or seasonal debts and the total long- 

standing debts; * 

(c) what is the number of land mortgage banks so far established 

for tackling long-standing debts; 

what is the aggregate capital of such banks ; 

(e) what percentage of long-standing debts have been touched Vy 
existing banbi; 
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land vci9i^lgeLg€ iMKol^. ittoMhl inanTlgiS Aa^r . i^^iodlNtrut 
whaae debt is jniNre dual InUf total Talue of blsiaasets; 
and 

(if) at the present rate progress made by the limd mortgage 
banh), how many years the land mpi^hge banks are 
estimated to grapple the entire amount of long>8tanding 
debts of the agriculturists of the ProyinceiP 

MlNISTill in ehai^s of tlm OO-OPERAtlVt CHEOIT ml 
HURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (thi Honmio Kluui 
BalMMlur Mmlvi Hathm All Khan): (a) and (h) Accurate figures 
about these Ate not arailable. 

(c) Five. Another five will be set up soon. 

(d) Bs. 6 '83 lakhs. 

(e) Vide answer to (h) above. 

(/) No loan is granted exceeding 50 per cent, of the market value 
of the land hypothecated and 75 per cent, of the total incom§ derived 
from the land. 

(g) No estimate is possible at this stage. 

Flood in tho Sabaog tliana. 

24. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (an behalf of Rai Bahadur 
Mannuitha Nath Bose): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the major portion of thana Sabang, in the Sadar 
subdivision of the district of Midnapore, is being innndai^ for ^ree 
successive years (including this year) resulting in total failure of 
crops in that areaP What steps have the Government taken or intend 
to take to prevent the recurrence of the inundation and consequent 
damage? 

MINIBTER III Oliirgt of tho COMMUNICATfONi 
DEPARTMENT (fiM Hon’blo Khan Bahadur MaulwV Hasham All 
Khan, on bahatf of tho Hon’blo Mr. ShaMiudditt Ahmad): Some 
unions of jm^^oe-station Sabang lying to the noiHi of the river 
Ealiaghye were affected by floods from the river as well as by local r 
rainfall in 1939, 1940 and 1941* No information is available as regards 
the extent of dunage to the crops in the affected areas. A scheme 
for widening and deepening the of the river from Lan* 

golkota to Sewlipur has been sanctioned, but owing to certain legal 
difficulties involved in its eximtMdon, it has nOt jret been possible to 

The matter is under examMation % 
advisers of Government. , 
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28. Khm Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWdHURY: (a) 

^C^istcr in charge of the Public * Health and Local Sd£> 
Hevernment Department be pleased to state — 


(t) if a resolution has been passed by two-thirds of the membezil 
^ of the Kagbari Union Board under Ealihati police-station in 
Tangail subdivision in the district of M3nnienBingh for the 
removal of the President of the said Union Board, at a 
special meeting held on the 1st June, 1941 ; 

(it) if the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, after due enquiry into 
the matter, forwarded the same resolution of the special 
meeting of the said Union Board supporting the recom- 
mendation for removal of the President; 

(m^ if the Chairman of the Mymensingh District Board has da»> 
regarded the suggestion of the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, 
for taking action under section 16 of the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act, 1919, and has cancelled the order 
of the Vice-Chairman of the District Board to put up the 
papers at the next meeting of the District Board, aud has 
shelved the file without putting it up before the District 
Board for necessary action; 

(iv) whether the said action of the Chairman of the District 
Board of Mymensingh has created an impasse in ths 
administration of the Union Board in question and has 
occasioned default in the performance of the duties imposed 
upon the Union Board, o.g., non-assessment for imposition 
of the union rate, non-payment of the dafadars and 
chaukidars and other establishment of the Union Board for 
• a long time, non-execution of all works of public utility and 

has resulted in great inconvenience of the general public; 
and 

\v) if in view of the total deadlock in the administration of the 
Union Board, as stated above, the Circle Officer, Tangail, 
has threatened the Board with letter No. 741, dated the 5th 
September, 1941, addressed to the President of the said 
Union Board, with taking action under section 64 of the 

.. Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 P 

(h) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Kett’Ua be pleased to state what action .is proposed bgr 

the Government' to be talmn in the matter f 
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Kifflitr iMH)! (o)(t) Yes. 

(»t)' and (m) No enquiry has been held by the SubdiTisiohal Officer 
and no suggestion has been made by him. It, howerer, appeanai that 
the Vice-Chairman of the District Board directed that the matter 
might be considered at a meeting of the District Board, but the 
Chairman of the District Board obtained the President’s explanation, 
fropi which it appeared that no notice of any requisition meeting had 
been served on the President, and that no special meeting of the 
members of the Union Board had been held. A no-confidence resolu- 
tion was, however, passed against the President, but no action was 
then taken, as it did not come within the purview of section 16 of the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act. Another no-confidence resolu- 
tion was passed against the President on the 4th November, 1941, and 
that is now under the consideration of the District Board, which has 
been reminded. 

(iv) and (v) An impassee was created to a certain extent, as a 
result of which a tahsildar was appointed under section 54 of the Act. 

(6) Government prefer to await the result of the action which the 
District Board are taking under section 16 of the Act. 

Kluui Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any enquiry has been made to find out 
if notice for requisitioning a meeting had been sent to the President? 


TIm Hon'Ma Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, I am not 
aware of any such enquiry but I may consider the point and find it 
out. 

«' 

28. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state— . 

(t) if it is a fact that the President of the Nagbari Union Board 
in the district of Mymensingh is dimost illiterate, his edu- 
cation not going beyond his capacity merely to put his 
si^ature with difficulty, and consequently he is abscdutely 
incapable of checking the accounts of ^e Union Board; 

(it) if it is a fact: that the President is id)solntely ignorant of the 
rules and procedure d Inisiness of Union Meards and thus 
he is quite incapdMe iui Preiident; -.h 
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|;^r is^a tact that taking adraaltfjle of the ilj^tiilloy and 

4 ignorance of the Prasident of the said Union Boiifd, iriile 

collectors of the Union Board have on sevelal Oocasiohs 
emhessled money of the Union Fund witii impunity and 
the administration of the Union Board has hopelessly dete* 
riorated; and 

(tv) if it is a fact that the said President does not call meetings 
^ of the Union Board though formally requisitioned by the 
members in the interest of good administration of the 
Union Board and is accordingly guilty of negligence of duty 
and refusal to actP 

(6) If the answer to the above question he in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in contemplation of 
the Government to take action under section 56(i)(a) of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919, to remove the President of the 
said Union Board from his office both as President and as memberP 
If not, ^hy not? 

Tilt Hmi'Mo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: (a) (i) Tes. 

(n*) 'He is not well-conversant with the Buies. 

(tit) Such accusations were made and are being enquired into and 
n tahsildar has already been appointed under section 64 of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act. 

(tv) The allegations could not be substantiated. 

(b) An enquiry under section 16 of the Bengal Village Self* 
Government Act has already been taken up by the District Board, 
which has been asked to expedite it, and the question of taking action 
under lection 66(i)(a) of the Act will be considered in due course. 

Gimiti EmbMikiMiit 

27. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in clTarge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
.to state wheUier he is aware that since the inauguration of the present 
Legislatures, there has been a series of questions regarding the Ghimti 
^mbank^ent in Tippera in both the Houses of the Legislature and 
ijhat the Gqyemment once even 4^^ estimates for “Escapes’* but 
splmvcptly abandoned the scheme in favour of removal of thq 
embauakmsnt, after survey P 

^ w survay bewi completedP And whah in short, 

Anal recommendation therainP - ' 



m .■ [ioib 

f 

<o) ^vo^ineat jipopoM^ ^ ilih» 0«m 

fpj^ii]Ep«|t QO<^oii ap4 oavty it ibtft mHiiaivM a,ny fturUwr 

lOM , or tii90f . 

(d) WiU iho fibn^le Miiiiot^ please {o^ve ah idea ol the approxi- 
mate time 'vritkin which execution of Oovemment project in relation 
to the embankment is likely to be completed f 

Hit Hon'lila KlMn «aliadiir Maiilvi HAftHEW ALI KHAN («i 
bilialf of tHo Hon^blo Mr. ttiamsiNliliii AhiiMd>t (a) Yes. 

(h) to (d) Yes, but no final recommendation has been made for the 
consideration of Government. The feasibility of the abandonment of 
the embankments is still under investigation of the departmental 
cdB&cers. The problem is a complex one, and it is not possible to 
specify a definite time-limit within which a practicable solution will 
be found. All possible steps are, however, being taken to expedite 
the matter. 

thort-notioo question. * 

Tho Hon*Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, when my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed wanted to move an adjournment motion the other 
day, I promised to reply to any short-notice question that he hiight 
ihihk proper to give notice of instead of moving that motion. 1 have 
got the answer to the short-notice question of which he gave notice- 
His question runs as follows: — 

(a) Will the Hpn’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
be pleased to state how many Moslems and how many Moslem students 
hnve been arrested or detained from the beginning of the assumption 
of office by the present Ministry, for making demonstration or deliver- 
ing speeches against the present Ministry ; and, if so, who aip they? 

(h) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Noakhali issued a 
notice asking the people to join the reception to be given to tho 
Hon’ble Ministers on the occasion of their visit to Noakhali and 
threatened to punish those who would make any demonstration agakisi 
the Ministers? . 

I- 

(c) Is it. a fact that the said District Magistrate asked |or explana- 
tioii from some leading Moslem leaguem for staging demonstration, 
against the MinieteTs? 

. Is it a fact that some Moslem students of tibe jPeni College haye 
(iMn expelled and some hate t^n deprived of their s^ola^hi^ 
impends on the elle^tion of their taking part^^^i^ anti^ll^^^ 
demcmsl^^cn at FeniP If eo. what are the na]lll9a 

li MwArntthat'^elitfiAiem aeggt bi l^ l AB t^ 0iteer,. 

Sadar, of Chittagong, Distnet 


4ir 


|i|iMiclorred with a view to ]po8t Hindu offioera who axe tliot|t|^t >^oro 
lap the infeirtet of the MimstxyP If not, why have they hfani 
-'^tiiaLefiirredP' ' 

reply to the above is as folfows: (a) The informatioii is not at 
jiresent available but is being collected. 

, . (h) Ko; a copy of the notice referred to is placed on the librai^ 
table. 

(o) Se far ae I know such an explanation was called from only one 
gmitlemaa. 

(rf) Sir, as regards this, I may tell for the information of the 
House that the boys have expressed regret, the strike has been called 
off and no action has been taken as they have been pardoned. 

(e) No* the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Chittagong, was replacid 
by a senior Moslem officer in the interest of public service. Mr. Khan, 
the District Magistrate, Jessore, was transferred in the chmn of 
arrangements necessitated by the appointment of Mr. Hughes, District 
Magistrate of Mymensingh, as Labour Commissioner. 

QuMtkNit urhidi still ramslii umuisMrtrtd. 

Mr. PRC$IDENT: The following table gives the number of 
questions concerning the different departments of the €k>vemm«ii|i 
pending for reply from December (1941) Session : Home Pepartment— 
4; Finance Department — 2; Agriculture and Industries Department-— 
3; Public Health and Local Self-Government Department — 1; Educa.' 
tion Department — 4 ; and the Revenue Department — 1 ; in all 16 
questions. 

The following table gives the number of questions of the current 
session pending for reply: Home Department— -8 ; Agriculture and 
Industries Department — 1; Civil Defence Department — 7; Public 
Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department — 6 ; Education 
/Department — 5; Revenue Department — 2; Judicial Departmenb — 3; 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department — 2; Comr 
munications and Works Department — 1; totalling 36 questions. 

Point Of InfoniMitioii. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we have often drawn your atten^ 
tion to the large number of questions which remain outstanding. In 
AU we ^v« the same story. -We realise timt this eeiiion 

apecidUy has been a very difficult senion* for Hie new Ministry, but^eao 
hope that steps will be taken to see that there is no re^tition of Hio 

^ -sessiinin. This ip. one mattwtto^diliieh AuwMt- to 

;:A/:dxnw- your attention. 



m- . : : rioniti^ 

is in Miip 90 tioii wiili the allowimipe of petn^i jis 
ihe inenilMrs 6f the Legislature. I raised the matter tmoe before and 
the Hon^hle the Finance Minister told us that nothing had been deejided 
eo far as the members of the Provincial Legislature irere e<mcemed, but 
promised to look into the matter and see if anything could be done. 
1 am told that since then there hiive been some developmenis so far 
as the members of the Lower House are concerned. I would be obliged 
if he makes a statement as to whether the facilities given to the 
members of the Lower House can be extended to the members of this 
House also. To-day is the 10th of the month and we have sat for 
more than 8 days, so it is time that we take advantage of the offer of 
some more petrol on account of our attendance to this House. 

•upply «r additiMMl iiuantity of petrol to memlieri of the Counoil. 

Mr* 'PRESIDENT* The Chair was going to announce that it had 
received from Mr. A. D. Khan, i.c.s., the Provincial Petrol Rationing 
Authority, Bengal, a letter regarding petrol ration for the Wmbers 
of the Legislature during the sessions. The letter in paragraph three 
says, ‘*for members of the Jjei^lative Council it will be convenient 
to allow them half a gallon per day for the days the Council sits, and 
as the number of such sittings is not likely to large, this additional 
quantity suggested will not be very great, etc.*’ 

So it has 'now been decided that members of this House will get 
an extra half a gallon per day for attending the meeting^ of the 
Council. This letter was received in my office only late yesterday; 
but, how far it will help the members is not known seeing that we are 
going to prorogue to-day. 

Mr. SIfRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAYERTI: Will it not > re- 

trospectiveP 

Tbt Nwi'Mb Dr. SYAMA PRASAD MOOKER4EE; No, Sir, it m 
not possible to give retrospective effect to this supply. So far as the 
Upper House is concerned, as it is going to be prorogued to-day, 
members will only have one gallon 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAYERTI: Why one gallon, and 
not half a gallon, since the order reaches ns only te^dayf 

Tlia litiPlito Dr. SYAilA IlNASAD MDOK^^M 

mslera yestmi^ay and it will have effect from yesterday. ' > > 

let he have ^ai^ one ^gsdlon dr ^M 
w giUloa*' '.'fivuf.i'' 



A. ft. P. HiAStTBSS. ^ 

On SYAMA PRASAD MOOKSRJSts Cmj^ tot 
|l|i pUrpM^ flhoidd be sent to the Secretary to tbe Council and one n^Uon 
■a^ra petrol for these two daye will be g^iven to each member of the 
Souse. * 

Is this Wng done 

because the Council session is going to be prorogued to>dayP 

Klmi Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: May I know, Sir^ 
if all the members of this House will be entitled to this half a gallon 
per day? 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. 8YAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Of course, 

only those who have got their cars will get this extra half .a gallon. 

Air Raid Prooaiitions maaturae. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now discuss the Air Baid 
Precautions measures of the Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may 1 know if this will also 
include measures for Civil Defence? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, what will be the procedure? WUi 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence first make a statement 
or is it expected that members will first open the discussion? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: We had expected that 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy would be here to initiate the debate because 
it was mainly at his request that this discussion has been arranged; 
but he is not present in his place. 

• Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Perhaps it 
would be better if the Hon’ble Minister were to initiate the discus* 
sioii; that would cut short the debate and also give us a clue to the 
plan^ of the Government, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Or will the Hon'ble Minister simply 
reply to the debate? 


Tha Han’Ma Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU« Sir, so far as I am 

concerned, I wae only asked to arrange a day and I have sueceeM 
m getting a day allotted for this business. I think it is for the 
hon’ble members who are so anxious to find out ^e«aeil pesi^n nith 
fcgavd to Civil Defence to address the House in the first instaaaa. 





( 

iliy WraM iiiqi^ B#, is 

ia tibe Bouse ja«t noir. < 1 4o sot luioir, Sir« wiiat psooedicre shoolit 
a^Oi^ed, but I om entirely in the bands of the House. 

* ■' ,-.„ - -■ 

|ir» HIIMAY4JN KAB^fls .Xn that cose, .Sir, 1 .may he, aj^wed 
to |ilaoe some ol ay^ difficulties hipfore the Hoh’ble Minister, specially 
following upon the discussion that we had yesterday. You will remem* 
her, Sir, that I paid, my tribute, to the energy oud abiliity C|f the^ 
Hoh’ble Mr. Basu, at the same time suggesting that it was, perhaps, 
too much to expect any one person to be able to deal with 
the question" of Civil Defence in a comprehensive manner after attend* 
ing to the problems of the heavy department of I«ocal Self* 
Government. Yhe Hon’ble Finance Minister was pleased to reply 
yesterday to* the effect that experience in England suggests that one 
Civil Defence Minister is not adequate, that the same experiment was 
tried in England of placing the whole thing in chargee of one Minister 
but because that plan did not succeed, the work was later on distri* 
buted among dijSerent persons. ^ 

But I would submit very respectfully that his analogy does not 
hold. I do not know what exactly is the source of information of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister; it is true that at first Sir John Anderson 
was appointed Home Secretary and was placed in charge of the Civil 
Defence in England. I may say in passing that there cannot be Civil 
Defence without military defence behind iL The failure in England, 
Imwever, was not on account of the fact that the whole department 
was placed in charge of one individual, but on account of defect in 
the character and temperament of the individual concerned. It was 
found that Sir John Anderson with bureaucratic methods which have 
been successful in India, could not carry on the administration in 
England. Feeling against him grew so strong that he had to be 
removed and the department was placed in charge of Mr. Herbert 
Morrison. In any case, there is a great difference between the condi- 
tions of England and India. In England there is a War Ca.binet: 
the members of the War Cabinet have full control over other dep%rt* 
meats. When questions crop Up affecting national welfare or any 
question which ie of an emergent nature, this Supreme Council has 
tee power to over-ride the decision of subordinate Ministers or subordi- 
nate departments. If here we are to have a Defence Co-ordination * 
Minister, he should be solely the Defence Co-ordination Minister and 
should have over-riding powers. Mr. Baeu does not have such powers. 
X^'-da know ' %]te llttaiiia enetiinee . :iii; the 

BeoeeiMtet. But it is found that, the work of civil defence hwca is din* 
tfibuted nnnmgvt^i^^ deqpnxtnlenls,’ each bmng rei^nsilds le^ its 
own' ;p<Krtisnf''Qtf'''tha''^wa«i^ aidd«;'teat-'ahout<."7b' ,'fiant.;.-'.ot;»Mte ' 

worit' 'whitih-:liaS'iio ''be ' d ai te '^ui^ 'bonnaelson with. 'mviL deience meanaBW 
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’to ilK» PitUic HoaltilL attd liediodl I te p w titt i ofci. It IM^ ait^ 
at tike flWBie time it is louad that tke key poeitiea ia Ike 
vil that of the Director of Civil Defmme and he is an officer orho is Iked 
nitaelied to the Hon’ble Mr. Basu.« He is ui officer atifeMshed to the 
Some DeiNkrtment. The Civil Defence Co-ordination Minister vtottld 
hi: a Minister in the real sense of the term if the Director of Ciefl 
Defence were also placed under his charge. If the work is distributed 
between different departments and if Mr. Basu is to serve as a post 
« office only — only as a connecting link through which the various 
departments concerned may come in contact with one another — in that 
case he cannot do justice to himself in the office in which he has been 
placed to-day. Division of authority and distribution of work among 
many heads of departments takes away all possibilities of retd co* 
ordination. In order that there may be real co-ordination, this co<‘ 
ordination must take place in a single brain at the top. Unless there 
is one Minister in charge of co-ordination who has a clear idea as to 
what ought to be done, unless he plans the whole scheme, how is it 
possible for different departments in charge of different men to give ui 
a unified picture? Different departments have their departmental 
Vested interests to consider. How can the whole scheme of defence b(^ 
brought into one focus without a single executive head? Concentrate 
these into the civil defence portfolio and it can be recognised as One 
unitary organisation. Unless this is done, there will be difficulty in the 
way of working out the scheme and I hope Mr. Basu will bear me 
out. 






Again, Sir, as 1 was saying the other day, Mr. Basu is the most 
heavily burdened Minister in the country. He has got the portfolio of 
Local Self-Government which includes Public Health and Medical 


Departments. He has to deal not only with the metropolis of Calcutta, 
pot only with the district towns and subdivisional headquarters, but 
he has to deal with the villages through union boards and other l<A!al 


organisations which are controlled through the XiOcal Self-Govemmebi 
!pepartment. If he is to pay piroper attention to XiOcal Self-Goverp- 
meni, Public Health and Medical Departments in addition to Civil 


Defence, the burden will be too heavy for even the ablest of men. 


These also are very important departments which concern the very 
life bnd welfare of the population of the province. I think it is har^y 
COinoeivable that even a man of the ability of the Hon ble Mr* Hftsu 
can give that attention and that concentrated interest to the questi(p 
of civil defence which it now requires. Now, Sir, I am reminded in 
thu connection of what happened in England in the co«^ of the last 
Hreat War wid what is happening in England to-day during the preset 
war. The example of England was refered to in this House ye8ter4qy* 
I think. Sir, that such exmnples should be brought ip only in 
lo leant by their mistakes. Mr. Churchill himself in hfs groa| 
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Will’ ol 1914^18 |Kk7» ft iP€ffjdieq^ftttf3)^ giftutftlipBg^ 
X^mrd Sitahenier. At ike eaiue time, Hr^ CkuieAill eftye ilLftt eveSi 
kcATy Inode at wexe unpoeed upon Lord Eiidhteaer tkftt meay of <A« 
cftlamiiiea wkioh ike British forces kftd to suffer iu diSeroat perte M 
the war theatre ware due to the fact that one man’s energy, intMest 
and attention eould not be distributed over such a vast field. Agrain, 
Sir, to>day in England, nobody denies riiat Mr. Churchill is a num of 
veiy great abilities. At the emme time, we find that m the course of 
the last year or year and a half there have been a ccmtinuoiu demahd' 
that more and more departments should be taken away from Mr. 
Churchill and left to the charge of individual Ministers. Mr. 
Churchill should be left entirely free to plan the general campaign, 
to work out the strategy, do the staff work so to speak, in order to 
organise victory. Now what holds g^d there is equally true here. 
It is also significant to note that Mr. Churchill, who at one time 
opposed such moves for the creation of new portfolios, for the creation 
of new offices of Ministers, was forced by the pressure of public opinion 
to recogrnise the need for eeparate portfolios, such for example as the 
Ministry of Supply, that of Production, etc. These are cai4s which 
have occurred in the recent past. 1 think they need only be mentioned 
in order to draw the attention of hon’ble members of this* House to 
the fact that here also, if civil defence is to be effective at all, we must 
have one man, one of our ablest men, placed entirely in charge of 
civil defence, who can think about it, who can plan ahead, who can 
foresee the contingencies, who can think in terms of future possibilities 
and accordingly plan the steps which should be taken in meeting such 
contingencies as they arise. Now, Sir, a Minister who is in charge of 
other portfolios cannot be expected to do so. It would be too much to 
expect. I think it is laying an unfair burden on a very able man 
to demand the impossible from him. That was the reason why yesterday 
I pleaded that the Civil Defence Department, if it is to be a Civil 
Defence Department (or call it the Civil Defence Co-ordination 
Department, the name does not matter), should constitute a separate 
charge. It is necessary that an able man should gpve the best of hik 
energy for all the 24 hours, should concentrate all his thoughts on, 
direct all his activities to the organisation of such a department, if if is 
to be really effective. Therefore, Sir, the point I made yesterday^ still 
reip(|tih8 unanswered, and I am not Convinced by the argumeuts put 
fdnfard for hot having a Minister who ik entirely in chaiga hf Civil • 
DefcAoe. ' 

Now, this brings me. Sir, to the i\pxt topic which I thipk ought to 
be mthmihed at this stage, though here I quite realise that the Hoh 
Miuliter has very little responsibilily. This is the question 
enadtly is ly Oivil defehc^ If we are to take 

**detauo4^ Mteiudl^, defence^ m of sutdi 
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caimot^ take place. ‘ Defence meaaa ilie eafefl^uKuA^ at 
1 ^, and values against attack. Nosr, Sir, tke Civil Def«li|<« 
park^^t InO^ngel is confessedly not such a departpfcttlt. It liit 
pot^ng to resist aggression. It pan do nothing to prevent air-nddst 
cw do nothing to prevent an attack by sea or fay land. Thersforey 
$1^, the proper name of this department would have been, not Civil 
i^fenpe Department, not Civil Defence Coordination Department, but 
Civil lafe>saving Department. It is really a sort of extended Bed 
Cross wo^k, enlarged Salvation Army work. If there is actual damage 
fay aerial bombardment or some other form of aggression, well, whatever 
be the form of calamity with which we may be faced, the work Cf 
the Civil Defence Co-ordination Minister will be only to see that the 
loss to human life the actual suffering and misery is lessened, as far aa 
possible. Therefore, Sir, it is a question not of civil defence but of 
life-saving, an extension of Bed Cross work. Sir, this is neither the 
time nor the occasion to go into the history as to why civil defence 
is not possible here. In other countries civil defence has been 
possible because there has been the army in the background and that 
army has been backed by enthusiastic, effective and active popular 
support. 

In England, the resistance has been magnificent and 
that has been possible because it was backed by tho 
enthusiasm of an aroused people. I asked some English friends who 
came to me recently to consider why it is that in the Philippines, 
where there are hardly 10,000 soldiers, General MacArthur has been 
able to resist so magmldcm^tly the Japanese attacks, while in Malaya, 
Signapore and Burma, with a larger army, with better equipment, 
the British were not able to put up the same heroic resistance. 
Perhaps hon’ble members of this House remember that only a day 
before the surrender of Signapore, we saw in the papers a statement 
that the soldiers there would fight to the last man, but the very next 
day the defence collapsed. Prom the figures which Mr. Churchil|. 
gave to the House of Commons, we know that some 73,000 sol^ien, 
if not more, were taken prisoners. Why is it that 73,000 soldiers, 
equipped with all the armaments which modem ingenuity cm place 
in their hands, surrendered? I told them that there are only two 
altei^ative ways of explaining this surrender, and I want to repeat 
them here tdi my European friends. , I hope they will pardon me if I 
" put it a Irble bluntly. I told them that the only inferences one can draw 
from such examples are the following: either your men are utterly 
inefficient and worthless or thdre is something radically wrong in your 
Intern, f ^o not like to believe that idl Englishmen are worthless 
or inefficient; bat in that ci^^ there is certainly something wrong la 
oystem. 'The Americau’^liave put up a stubborn resistance in 
^ Phil^inee. Mr. Hore-Belisha, while describing this smrendii 






fA Mid ike eikeri day It M 

MFfetie lecil supp^H mMkee Ml Ite 

wM not fortlKHniiilig'; bitt 

ilillport^ w sbowf tkat tke j[^tibk M MVil 

4,4^ A politlMr^^^q^ It is^ I trtte tbilk 

deal ol Apathy kwe in India. That enthualMtie fMietaa&ibp a^ai^t^ 
agfreesom is not forthcoming which is the first oondttibh of suocdisM 
tesistOnee to an invasion. If civil defence k to ^ke ^^ecti'!^ eo^ 
thing must be done -which evokes the enthuainMn of all, yduifie^Wfll /< 
fOttse people to such levels as the ChinsM Who foiimkt against/ - 
OnMly with I)Are hattd% and flesh. A psychological revolution will; 
knve to be brought abdut in our country if suoeessfnl resistance is to be 
organised. In this matter, the European community in India. ha8;^sn 
iifil^ortant part to play. They will hate to change the hearty of "the 
OOvemments of India and England. Protests flbm non-Euro|)ean 
•eOfMdns of thl^people alone will' not be able to change the heart of the 
Briti^i (Government. ^ I understand that there are Europeans who are 
of Ibis opinion, who realise the fact that if resistance is to be successful, 
the Indians must be trusted* and that the distrust and suspicitin which 
has ruled in the pasf must go. A psychological transformation must be 
brought about. Therefore, Sir, this question of civil defence, if it is 
to be real civil defence, has, to be linked with the question of rousing 
the enthusiasm of the people. 

We hope that something might be done even at this la|i!j..n^>tl^at 
this late stage, in order to^jouse the enthusiasm of the In^n p«ki|^. 
But it must be done before it is too late. I tirould semind my European 
friends pf what happened in 1^05-1906. Mr. Campbell-Bannerman, 
a statesman of great foresight and great Imaginative coura^, dn spite - 
<of the opposition of the rank and file of the Tory politicians, >^ave 
llominion Status to South Africa. To-day Dominion Status is dead ^ 
io far M India is concerned, but there il’yet time for gmie| 08 ity and 
yisioi^V for a gesture of imaginative cqnrage like that shown ^ 

Mt. Oampbell-BajanCrmiin in 1905. This magnificent gesture wqn 
.the ]|^rs and they stood steadfastly by the side of the British in tM 
great cataclysm of 1914. 

If siich imaginative courage is lortlicomiiig even at tkk late stage, 
if real political insight, if a real of, statesmanship i^|<$rfhooiaing 
even at this late stage, it may tiiat in spite of the llMiMfM of the ^ 
hour, <a psychologicM^ tzansfmnnation may take place; if sueb 
pqrcWogickf transformaticm does tdke place, the - question of ciyil 
dMenoe will undergo ^! radical. Aranfonhaition. 

■r’ .. . ■ ' ■}r^' ’ . 

' - if*, - h^ or if this canni 

We^^M (g^nfine^ tmifslve^^ 

- wsffk .and:"’'''f<lteuing'' f9ke' 'll'biadwra- Mk- -ddk^'" 
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^ m^pectiye of all party poUtioal coa 0 i 4 br»tion »4 
I ^ tacial or national oonaiderations and barriars ; ^ oa^ 

llxelf’ ed-qp^ratOyin ^ia matter of relieving the iniseries of thp^yronin^l'i’ 
^ the best of our power, But t)ii8 requires planning for GpH}peralip|| 
1^4 GO^^nrd&natidiii. As ^t there ia no definite plan with . regard % 
Ilui< evacuatiop of the city. ^ It is indispensable that any area- that ia 
threatfmed iff'c^^ch a manner should have a planned system of evacua- 
tion. Stf , as soon '.as the War broke out on the 3rd September, 193 
long b^Ore there we^ any actual attack or air raid upon London by 
any J^endan airship orliirplane, the systematic evacuation of London 
1^ begun; and children, ^omen and all unnecessary arsons jneris 
removed from the (qty. The whole country wila^ surveyed and divided 
into definite districts. Systematic planning was taken in hand to demde 
where d ;^afticular school would go, where a University would #e, 
wbens 4 particular civil department of Government would go. Put^ 
here, in Calcutta, unfortunately nothing of > the kind hie been,||p|ie. 
'To-day, as my hon’ble friends will bear me out, the danger to Ca]lout^ 
is not perhaps less than the danger > to London in SeptembeSf 
Have w% started . any systematic evacuation P Have we divided the 
pipovince into regibns. where different civil departments should goP 
Where will the civil population remain during the period of the 
crisis P Have we planned where the schools and the colleges are to goP 
We have even now in Calcutta a large number of school and college 
student|r«^ The University is functioning, the colleges are functioning, 
buiv^lSbi^.'^il^ function only in name. This is not the atmosphere in 
whidh actti^ intellectual work can be done. There is not the necessary 
atmosphere and background where intellectual problems can be tackled 
in detachment, with patience and ^ disinterestedness. Everybody is 
’ trouble' wfth the vague possibility of what might happen and it seems 
nobody knows what that might be. It may be that nothing may^ 
• happen to Calcutta, while on the other hand a disaster of a 
unique type may also befall 'Calcutta. So, in view of this 
uncertainty, intellectual work in a college or University is 
pgactically impossible. No doubt, classes arelield, tSachent come a44 
a fraction of the indents also attends the classes; but the soirt of* 
work that is expected to be carried on in a college or a University is 
not being done. I'hen, again, there Are areas which the la 3 rman regards 
as spiciaHy dk^gerous, such as portAreas, the dock areas in Kidderpore, 
the King Glbge’s docks. Their neighbourhoods have not been suffi- 
^cisntly p^teaied. These are some of the areas which will invite the 
special attention of the enemy if he should cbine to Caleutta. Tet, 
on the mother side of the Z)|pck area, we find that the work of the 
Sibpore Hi^l^eering College is gding on as usual. If there should be 
an attack direetedr against the dock^ what will happen to the large 
number of stu J^ts that are^iHltdying in that CoBegeP As I have eeid# 
Sk/ the same thing applies ^ith regard to the Calcutta mkophti 
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In Moscow aod London, successful resistance was possible bectfuse tbe 
unwanted people were removed. They were removed in a planned and 
deliberate mmmer. Only those people who were necessary to fight 
and to carry on the essential services of the city were retained in thp 
city. In Calcutta, it is evident that we have not yet had any definite 
planning of this type, or if plans have been made, .they have no^ yet 
been put into effect. These are things which require publicity; dhey 
cafinot be done in the secret alcoves of the Secretariat. Unless the' 
public know beforehand what steps should be taken in case of an 
air-raid, — ^what procedure to follow, where to go, how to dispose of 
1hei:r properties and life, unless the ptlblic know these befq;rehand, 
how can they adapt themselves to the changing circumstances P How 
can they give the new Ministry that ooi-operation which the Ministry 
as a popular Ministry has the right to demand? 

Again, Sir, I would suggest that tiie A. B. P. organisation should 
be ifiade more effective. The civil defence organisation, as 1 have' 
suggested, is an organisation for saving the life and property of the 
civil population and not really a civil defence, organisation in the 
proper sense of the term. Yet, for live-saving as well, it ^ould be 
well-knit and effective. It should be organised in a way which wfll 
enable it to carry out its functions properly. Sir, we welcomed the 
conference which was called on Saturday li^st in this Chamber. It was 
suggested that there would be a Public Defence Committee which 
would be constantly in touch with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Civil Defence Co-ordination. This Committee will help him to 
develop the A. B. P. and defence organisation necessary. This is a 
move in the right direction, but it requires further definition. I 
would lay before the Hon’ble Minister certain suggestions fpr his 
consideration. 

I understand that Calcutta has been divided into 23 areas and there i 
are chief wardens for each. Some* wardens have been appointed and 
there is an idea of recruiting 16,000 men who will be wardens. There 
would also be an oiganisation for fire-fighting. But those are disti^ 
buted between different departments and the work dan be effective only 
if there is one Hon’ble Minister placed in charge of the whole thi|ig, 
so that in case of emergency, he may be able to take action imrne^ 
diately. Otherwise, if the Hon’ble Minister has to send his proposals 
to “the Home Department and wait for Examination by thilt department 
of the pros and cons o| his proposals what will happen? There will be * 
notes and queries ‘^and marginal notes. Then the proposala 
will be sent to otiier relevant departments for ^ opinion 
mid returned to the Hon’ble Minister after a ^(;^k or 10* 
days saying that there are difi&culties in the* way of giving 
e&ct to hie proposals. In a word. Sir, Ufb position wiu be impossible 

ihe real work will suffer. So the Pfon’ble Minister for Cvil Delepxio 
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^ n Have over-riding powers. He should come in contact cUreotly 
with the officers of the departments which have to deal with A. B. P. 
in the limited iense of the term. I think each of these departm^^ 
should have a representative attached to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination. These officers should have the 
power and authority to ^come to a decision so far as their departments 
are concerned and they should intimate the decision to the Hon'^ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination and take orders 

» from hiip and carry out the orders in their respective departments. 

As 1 said before, there are eleven Indian Civil Service Officers 
connected in various ways with the A. R. P. and Civil Defence organi- 
sations and some of their functions are not well-defined. The Home 
Department, ihe Communications and Irrigation Departments, Public 
Health and Medical and other departments will primarily do the 
A. B. P. work. If each of timse ’departments has a Joint or Addi- 
tional Secretary and these with A. B. P. Controller and the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, are formed into a nucleus, this will serve 
as the central staff attached to the Hon’ble Minister, Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. They will form his executive and can carry out the 
whole scheme. In that case, I think, the decisions of the Civil Defence 
Minister can be immediately carried into effect. Otherwise, there is 
bound to be delay and there will be great difficulty in carrying out the 
schemes. 

Then, Sir, I borne to the question of the Civil Defence Committee 
which is being formed with representatives of the citizens. This 
Committee should also be continually in touch with the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination and it should advise 
him in all matters relating to the public needs. But the final decision 
must rest with the Hon’ble Minister. I do not think it will be proper 

• to suggest that the final decision should rest with the Committee, as 
in that case the decision will be more dubious and procrastinating. 
It is fit and proper that the final decision should rest with the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination for he is ultimately 
responsible. He should be in touch with public opinion through this 
Co/nmittee. This would be a sort of Defence Cabinet, and its staff will 
consist of the officers representing the various departments concerned 
and the A. R. P. Controller and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 
This executive body will help the Hon’ble Minister in carrying out the 

* work and coming to a decision. 

Sir, there are 23 A. B. P. stations in Calcutta: these may be 
divided into sub-stations with an officer in charge of each. I under- 
stand that the general scheme is*that there should be 10 warden posts 
to the square mile. So far 231 warden posts have been created in the 
23 district areas. If we hUve 10 6r 16 wardens to each post, we can 
build up a nucleus organisation of 3,000 to 4,000 men. We will have 
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itait officen in these 23 district areas with large powers given to them. 
We oan have four or perhaps six inspecting officers to look after, control 
and organise these 23 districts, and through these officers place the 
Staff officers in immediate communication with the central ezecutivef* 
Staff. 

The picture there is something like this. Under these 23 staff 
officers we hare 230 or 240 chief wardens who are placed in charge of 
definite duties in a warden's post. Their duties are allocated and under 
them we hare 3,000 or 4,000 paid wardens to carry out orders. We 
can thus have a small but an effective organization. The Hon’ble 
Minister himself knows that 4,000 disciplined men are far more valuable 
and serviceable than 10,000 people who are a rabble. That is 
unfortunately the position to*1iay. TheT recruitment aimed at for the 
A. B. P. was 10,000 and out of those recruited, very many have proved 
unsatisfactory. Some had to be dismissed. In many oases, they are 
volunteers who do other work; very many of them have neither the 
capacity nor the will to give their whole time to A. B. P. work. If 
instead of this huge department which has a mass of men but little 
or no organisation, we have a small skeleton staff of the* Central 
Executive which will be under the direct control of the Hbn'ble Minister 
for Civil Defence and responsible for carrying out his orders, and if 
under this executive we have then 23 sub-areas with staff officers, 230 
or 240 chief wardens and 3,000 or 4,000 paid wardens, who should be 
whole-time men, who will be given responsible 

Mri PRESIDENTS The honourable member has already spoken for 
20 minutes. He may, however, have another 10 minutes within which 
time he must conclude. 

‘ I 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I believe. Sir, I shaU be able to finish 
before that time. If a nucleus of 4,000 or so, as I have suggested, is 
built up, that will give the Hon’ble Minister a far more efficient 
organization than he has at present. In order to inspect the work of 
these 23 sub-areas he might, as I have already suggested, have 4 or 6 
officers who will inspect, report, train and co-ordinate the activities 'of 
men in the sub-areas. These officers will report to the Central 
executive staff which, as I have suggested, will consist of the Hon’ble 
Minister as the Executive head and as his advisers the Police Commis- , 
sioner, the Controller af A. B. P., the Director of Civil Defence, the 
Director of Civil Evacuation, an officer for co-ordination or any other 
officer whom the Hon’ble Minister m%y think it necessary ^^hclude in 
order to cany out his purpose and policy. In fact, m^ whole conten- 
tion has been that all this requires ^planning &om one brain, from one 
dentre^ from ohe sihgle cell. Instead, thd work is now left to the 
different dapartmentB of the CHvH Secretariat; Yesterday I plaeed 
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Ibefore you some of the difficulties which I have in accepting the pro> 
position that the Civil Secretariat is efficient in such matters. They 
inay be efficient in doing file work, which often consists in allowing 
*the files to accumulate till notliing^can be done. It is an old cry to say 
that democracy is always more slow and round-about than rule by a 
single man. But I think, Sir, if anything is slower thali democracy, 
is more procrastinating than democracy, it is the rule of a bureaucracy. 
Well, that is the rule of the Civil Secretariat; discussions may take 
place inf democracy, but in a bureaucracy they are magnified by notes 
and marginal notes. 

Now, Sir, that brings me again to the scheme which I have sug- 
gested for the,Hon’ble Minist«r’s consideration. He will be ot the head 
of the Central Executive staff which will be composed of responsible 
officers who can speak on behalf of the respective departments to which 
the^ belong. There will thus be no need for reference and cross- 
reference and in a situation of emergency like the present, there is no 
time for the long-drawn tape which so frequently passes as efficiency in 
the Seeretariat. 

Lastly, Sir, we should go into the question of evacuation of civil 
population in a planned and deliberate manner over a long period. Our 
scheme should touch upon the problem of other areas in the province 
which are also in danger. There should be definite plans about Chitta- 
gong and Noakhali. We know how at the last moment in Chittagong 
steps are being taken ; it was not planned over a long period. It was not 
done in spite of the lessons we have learnt positively and negatively in 
Europe and Asia. In Europe the lessons were learnt positively, because 
the planning was over a long period. London and Moscow did not 
present the sort of difficulty presented ^y, let us say, Rangoon or 
Singapore. In the case of the cities in Malaya, because there was no 
previous planning, the result was chaos and unnecessary human 
distress. 

Thus, positively and negatively, it has been proved that long-term 
"planning for the evacuation of the civil population and of people who 
are not wanted in a situation of emergency, who do not serve any 
u^ful purpose or essential purpose at that time, is wanted. There 
should be set up side by side machinery, effective machinery, to deal 
with changes as may present themselves at times of emergency. In 
order to tackle this, a Minister with very high powers, overriding 
powers, if necessary, should be placed exclusively in charge of Civil 
Defence. 

With these words, Sir, I pla(^ my suggestions for the consideration 
of the Hon’ble Minister concerned. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I was waiting 
to hemr more speeches on the theory of Civil Defence but since they are 
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not coming I would say just a few words. We have heard a great deal 
from our learned friend Mr. Kabir on the theory of Civil Defence, that 
is to say, how Civil Defence functions should be arranged, how human 
suffering in case of air raids will bb redressed and so on. He quoted 
a lot of things, about British methods of A.E.P. work in England and 
so on and so forth. But, Sir, not a word was forthcoming from him as 
to how to organise civil resistance. Professor Elabir thought that the 
business of the Civil Defence is humanitarian work, salvage work, Eed 
Cross work. Certainly it is most commendable and that I *am sure 
all the departments are co-ordinating to do that but what we want is a 
lead from the Ministry about the organisation of the civil resistance. 
We know that there are defence forces, but let the defence forces have 
this encouragement that behind them ore the huge mass of resisting 
population. The Fhilipinos are resisting wonderfully under the leader- 
ship of General MacArthur. They are attacking the Japanese witl^ony 
weapon they can find before them. We want organised bands of men 
like Peshwaries, even Goondas of Calcutta, Sonthals, Vils, Pods, 
Muhammadan butchers, men who know how to kill their enemies. I 
would like the Hon’ble Minister to give us some lead in the matter. 
I may tell the House that something is being done by the Eadical 
Democmtio Party in this respect and this fact is well-known to the 
Hon’ble Mr, Basu himself. They are anxious to organise guerrilla 
forces in the villages, to give a fight to the Japanese, but by that I do 
not mean that the guerrilla forces will go on to the front and resist the 
invasion there. But they can stop the food-supply of the Japanese 
landing in places like Diamond Harbour, Sagar Islands, Noakhali and 
elsewhere. They will try to stop the food-supply and transport faci- 
lities by breaking the railway lines and Trunk Eoads if Calcutta is 
invaded. I have no personal experience of guerrilla warfare but I do 
hope that our Defence Minister would kindly help us in organising these 
guerrillas and even getting horses. I can assure him that 10,000 
students will be easily available to carry on propaganda through street 
marching, through procession. Professor Eabir is a sincere man, I 
bow down to him for all the suggestions he made. He is a leader of thcf 
students, he can organise this movement among students. Let them 
march through the streets of Calcutta and elsewhere with the fiags with 
slogans *‘Kill the Japanese,” ”shoot the Japanese”. Out of nearly 20 
lakhs people In Calcutta about 6 lakhs have fled from the city. The 
carters, coolies, domestic servants, have partially evacuated. Poor 
people, who are still here for their bread, they have no radio, they have 
inadequate means of knowing what is happening elsewhere. No posters 
reach them. * 

We want people to go among the common people and ask them, 
exhort them not to desert Calcutta. If the Hon’ble Minister would 
see that four annas or eight annas per day are paid to these m^ as a sort 
of premium for staying in this city, then these people can be persuaded 
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le stay on. I might then assure the Hon'ble Minister that when there 
Ml an air raid, when there is a nuisance bomb these people will not run 
%way while most of us so-called b)iadralogues have already made up 
our minds to quit Calcutta as quickly as we can at the first sound of 
bombs. 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, after the serious 
^ commentary by my friend Mr. Humayun Eabir on the war and his very 
fine academic lecture on Civil Defence, we are glad to have been relieved 
by the eloquence of Mr. Roy Chowdhury on Civil Defence sitting in the 
precints of this Council House. But none of us as yet know and 
appreciate properly the actual facts and how those actual facts are 
being faced by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, as to how the citisens 
of Bengal are to be protected and how the Civil Defence has been 
orgairised, etc., etc. We do not yet know much about these things 
but we are only going on now and then hearing lectures of my 
honourable friends like professional lectures on public platforms. What 
I suggest therefore is that we must hear the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Civil Defence as to what he has up to now been doing and what are 
his proposals and then after hearing them we should give our sugges- 
tions if we have any to give. There may be a discussion on them 
here or later we can see him in office and the proposals can be debated 
accordingly. We should do something practical instead of, as we are 
accustomed to, having lectures and theorising. Those days have gone. 
If we want to do any real good, we must do something practical which 
is proper under the circumstances. We want to know the limitations 
on the powers of the Hon’ble Minister, i.e., the extent of his powers, 
and also how much he can do. We know also that there are the 
military authorities who have to do many thing so far as Calcutta and 
• other parts of the province are concerned. Then, again, should martial 
law be declared in Calcutta what will be the position of the Govern- 
ment and the Hon’ble Ministers? If the principle of evacuation is 
adopted, what should be done — all these various questions have got to 
be answered by the Hon’ble Minister. After hearing his proposals on 
theipe points we will take the cue from him and act accordingly. That, 
I think, should be the best thing to do under the circumstances. 

• 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD s Sir, the subject for 
*to-day’s debate is the ‘'air raid precautionary measures.” In discussing 
this subject we should take a practical view. Instead of that. Sir, we 
have got to-day a very interesting academic lecture not only in regard 
to the present, but also to the pa%t, and not only of this country but 
also of other countries. 

What is wanted. Sir, is a practical realisation of the danger we are 
facing at the present moment. I believe the danger is proceeding very 
fast towards Calcutta and, in the face of the danger with which we are 
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laced, it is necessary to clearly visualise the danger’ tha|t lies before us. 
Sir, what is wanted, therefore, is not an academic discussion as to 
the disposal of files or number of officers and this and that; bi|t 
concentration on the actual A. R.*P. work. (Mr. ELabib: 

But files prevent rapid disposal of work.) Should we wait for reforms 
or join the movement at once? 1 would ask the people to join the 
A. B. P. movement straightaway. I would wait to consider the various 
academic matters through which Civil Defence is managed but I would 
insist on the people joining the great A. B. P. movement at once. We 
want people who could be trained and taught as to what should be done 
in case of an air raid. The people will have to be organised in this 
great A. B. P. work and we should consider it a first duty on our part 
to unite and encourage them to do so. In to-day’s debate we are con- 
cerned not with arguments but with actions. 

It was Sir Bijoy Prasad who requested the Government to set^part 
a whole day to inform the people and to allay their anxiety by explain- 
ing the steps that have been and are being taken to avert the danger. 
In his absence, the debate must take more or less an academic iturn. It 
was he who could have given us an idea of what was in his mind. In 
the circumstances, it would be best perhaps to ask the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination again to make a statement — he 
has once made a statement in this respect — and to give us the latest 
information as to what is being done, what is in the contemplation of 
the Government and what progress has been made towards the Civil 
Defence scheme and what steps the public might be expected to take in 
case of danger. We cannot prevent air raids, but we can mitigate the 
effect of the raids. Organisations have been opened and it its now 
necessary to concentrate our energy on inviting the people to join in 
the work of Civil Defence instead of spending our time in discussing 
matters of a purely academic nature. There may be some excuse for 
the people remaining apathetic; but I do not see any sufficient justi- 
fication for apathy on the part of the public or their leaders to co- 
ordinate their services in this moment. Of course, much is due 
the fact that India has no experience of war for a very long time. 
We have all forgotten the arts of war and we have ceased to be able to 
visualise the danger it entails. It is like the villager who, when told 
that a tiger had come, came out and met the tiger just to see how*muoh 
fuh could be obtained out of the visit. The realisation of the danger 
comes with experience. I therefore believe that we are apathetic 
because we have had no experience of war for several generations. I 
believe, in spite of the suggestions to the contrary, it is more important 
for us to ask the people to join the fiiovement. It may not be that we 
should confine our attention to Calcutta alone. Wo should extend opr 
activities towards the remotest villages and towns, especially those 
places which are supposed to be within the danger sone. I not wish 
to take the time of the House by speaking on this subject at great 
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? I^ngtb.. I woiild request the Hon’ble Minister to detail to us what 
practical steps 'he has taken : what steps are in contemplation and with 
what results. Whether he has received sufficient public response: if 
^ hot, what |the leaders of public bpinion are expected to do in this 
direction? Our energy and attention should be directed towards the 
actual defence organisation. I submit that members of this Council 
as well as men outside should bend their energies towards the working 
of this organisation. After all, it is a movement for saving life and 
propertj^ of the people and curing and repairing the after-effects of the 
air-raids. 


Mfi J. Bi^ROSS: Mr. President, I had not intended to take any 
part in this debate ; but after hearing my friend Mr. Humayun Eabir I 
feel that I would be lacking in any duty to my community if I did not 
oonftuent on some of his statements. ^ 

As is usual with Mr. Humayun Eabir under such circumstances, he 
could ^ot resist the temptation of trotting out his favourite theme that 
the British are responsible for everything. He also could not help 
introducing a huckstering spirit into his speech as the price for his co- 
operation with the authorities. It struck me while he was speaking that 
so far as action by Indians against the British in this country is concern- 
ed, you hear “Bande Mataram” uttered with the greatest of fervour but 
when the country happens to be threatened with invasion by another 
enemy, if I can use the term correctly in its application to the British, — 
you don’t hear of “Bande Mataram” : but what you do hear is, “What 
are you going to give us for our co-operation in repelling that enemy” P 
Now, does that spirit reflect any real love on the part of Mr. Humayun 
Eabir for his own country? I doubt it. On the other hand, I was 
rather interested in the attitude taken up by my friend Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakraverti here. Mr. Humayun Eabir has practically told 
the Hon’ble Minister for co-ordination of Civil Defence exactly what his 
job is and how he ought to do it. Well, in every sphere of life you 
* will find arm-chair experts but the wise man generally refrains from 
qffering opinions on matters of high strategy unless he is in full 
possession of the facts of the case. Otherwise, if he does offer these 
opkiions, he very' frequently’ finds at a later date that he has made a 
fool of himself. Now Mr. Chakraverti’s suggestion, as far as I could 
follow it, was, “We don’t want lectures from members of the House 
as to what the Hon’ble Minister should do or should not do. We want 
to hear what the Hon’ble Minister has done and is going to do,” and 
that is our attitude. We do nbt want to offer him any advice at this 
stage. We feel that he has in his possession far more information than 
we have. He has not been on the job very long but we feel that 1^ is 
tackling it with all the resources at his disposal and we ought to extend 
to him our fullest co-operation in his efforts. 
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Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 

I think the reference of Mr. Boss to me also was one of the nsnal 
features with him that he also when he gets an opportunity throws 
fling at me. It is not a question of offering conditional co-operation * 
hut stating an objective fact. All I said and made clear in my speech 
was that if our hearths and homes are attacked, we have got to put up 
all the best resistance that we can; but the conditions for enthusiastic 
resistance can be created only by an act of statesmanship of which 
Mr. Boss and his countrymen seem to be singularly incapable. One 
will be a case without much hope and the other would have been a case 
of certain chances of success. 

As to the other point, that I was offering advice, it was because the 
Hon’ble Minister wanted suggestions. Ast^ou will remember, Sir, 
there was a talk that the Hon’ble Minister would first make a statei^ent 
and we would then offer our suggestions. Because he did not do so, 

I began first and I think it is the right of every member and the duty 
of every member to do so. Mr. Boss has no right to come^to this 
House merely to see, merely to listen to what the Hon’ble Minister says. 
If he has got no advice to give only for the fear that at some future 
date his prognostication might prove fallacious or his prophesies might 
prove fallacious, if he wants to keep quiet, it is better that he does not 
come to the House. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I whole-heartedly join with Mr. Chakra- 
verti in his request to the Hon’ble Minister. Let us first hear from the 
Hon’ble Minister what proposals he has got and what steps are being 
taken and what on the whole he is doing for Civil Defence. Then we 
will be in a position to offer our humble advice. So, I also request 
the Hon’ble Minister to enlighten us on this matter. 


Th« Hon'bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir, , 
I welcome this opportunity of making a statement before this House on 
behalf of the Government with regard to the work of Civil Defence that 
is being carried on in this province. I welcome the debate which has 
been initiated by my esteemed and honourable friend ProfeitBor 
Humayun Eiabir by a comprehensive survey of the situation. His 
speech has been followed by other speeches containing helpfid sugges- 
tions. I thank Mr. Boss for the support he has given to this Ministry 
in the few words he has uttered on the floor of the House. At the same 
time, speaking for myself I would welbome most sincerely the sugges- 
tions that he might choose to make either here or outside this House, 
bedhuae I am sure, having regard to the thoroughness with which he 
deals with public questions, suggestions of a substantial character may 
be forthcoming from him. His suggestions I very much stand in need 

• 



A. R. P. MEASURES. 


425 


iGtf. And I really welcome any member who has bestowed any thought 
on this question to come forward and give me suggestions in regard 
to this Civil Defence question. 

o 

• 

Now, Sir, Civil Defence is a part of military defence. When the 
enemy is waging war either on Land or in the sea, it is incumbent upon 
the citizens who are victims of that war to organise their own defence 
either from the military point of view or from the civil point of view. 

. So far as«military defence is concerned, the Constitution has relieved us 
of that responsibility. We are not called ujwn to render any assistance 
or offer any suggestions with regard to military defence. But in the 
vast field of Civil Defence there is considerable room for assistance 
which the aveiiiage citizen can render; and the lead which their leaders 
can afford to give in this..i^spect is of immense value. When 1 was 
called upon to shoulder this additional burden of oo-ordination of Civil 
Defetice in Bengal, it was my one aim to enlist popular support by 
making an earnest appeal to leaders of thought and of public opinion 
in this province so that recruits may be forthcoming in thousands, 
enthusitftm unprecedented in its character may be evoked from this 
province so that people may be called upon to pursue the great 
work of their own Civil Defence. Sir, in my own humble way I have 
tried to do whatever is open to a Minister under the present Consti- 
tution. I have been trying to address public meetings, I have been 
trying to secure the assistance of popular leaders for the purpose of 
incessant appeal to the populace so "that they may come forward in 
hundreds and thousands and take part in their Civil Defence. Appeals 
have been published in newspapers, press conferences have been called, 
public meetings have been held and last but not least, only the other 
^y, on Saturday last, we had organised a conference in this very 
Chamber which was attended by leaders of public opinion in this city. 
I hope. Sir, substantial assistance will be derived as the result of this 
conference so far as Civil Defence co-ordination is concerned and that it 
.will be helpful in stimulating recruitment in this city and in advising 
and guiding the course of action which has got to be adopted in con- 
nection with the Civil Defence measures which we are discussing this 
afternoon. 

Now, Sir, tl^ province has been divided into several vulnerable areas 
from the point of view of the danger with which they are threatened. 
There are areas which have come under class I, while others come 
under class II, and class III. From the point of view of danger, 
Calcutta, Chittagong, Asansol, and probably Noakhali stand in the 
forefront. So, naturally, Qoverximent had to concentrate much of its 
efforts upon the Civil Defence of these particular areas. We stand 
to-day in such a position vi* a vit the enemy, who is for the time beiig 
carrying on his operations in Burma, that Calcutta has got to organise 
a great part of its military defence, namely, production of equipment 
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f<Kr the army. From that point of view, the necessity of keeping 
Oalcutta in a state of highly^organised Civil Defence cannot be over- 
estimated. At the same time, the civil population of Calcutta, who are 
located side by side with our factories and workshops where all theSe 
armaments and equipments are being produced, also stand in need of 
protection. If these industries are to be protected, th'e civil population 
who work in these woikibops and factories and reside in the city where 
these armaments are produced have got to be saved from the prospective 
ravages of the 1>omb. ^^^^om that point of view the need of protect- 
ing Calcutta stands pre-ft^nent. We are well aware that Chittagong 
stands as the vanguard of the province and as such particular attention 
has for the moment got to be paid to Chittagong for her overwhelming 
needs and we are not unmindful of that aspect of the matter. So far 
as Calcutta is concerned, the position has now come to this : we do not 
want any non-essential and unnecessary people to stick on to this city 
if they can find some place outside Calcutta where they can go an^ stay 
until the emergency passes over. It is not necessary for any unneces- 
sary iwpulation to remain in Calcutta. Women, children and male 
population who are not necessarily wanted in any essential job fiiay very 
well go out of Calcutta and find a residence in some other place of 
comparative safety. That is a proposition which I hope has been made 
well-known to the public at large. Slow gradual exodus from Calcutta 
will not be lyiwelcome to Government and Government when the time 
comes, if it comes at all, will advise the people to clear off from 
Calcutta if they are not wanted in connection with any of its essential 
services. At the same time, it is incumbent upon the Government to 
provide and safeguard and secure the residence of the essential 
population in this city. Labour must be made to do its job ; those who 
are required to carry on work in connection with the war or military 
defence must be prevailed upon to stay on and those whose residence 
in Calcutta is required from the point of view of Civil Defence must 
also continue to stay on and function. We want the city to carry on 
its normal life and activities to the fullest possible extent. At the 
same time, we suggest that those who can very well lighten ouSr 
burden by removing out of the city because they are not an essential 
element in the life of Calcutta just now, will please themselves dhd 
please the Government also by going out in an altogether orderly 
manner, in a homutl manner, instead of rushing ottflll the city in a 
state of panic. 

That is the position. Sir, that we have visualised for ourselves. 

Then comes the question of thos# wh^^iU remain and stay back 
in Oalcutta and they have got to be provided with the maximum 
ajjenount of protection that we as Government can give and are capable 
of giving. From that point of view we must organise the whole Civil 
llefence organisation of this Government. These cure the main 
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so far as Calcutta and industrial areas surrounding Caloutta 
ate concerned. Before coming to tliis in greater detail, may I only 
la a lce a passing reference to other mufassil areas among which 
Chittagong stands pre-eminent? I* have heard criticism that nothing 
has been done for mufassil areas in comparison to what has been done 
for Calcutta. I hold in my hand an account in some detail as to the 
steps that heTe been taken for Chittagong, for Asansol, for Ondal, for 
Banigunge, for Burdwan, for Narayanga4|ii^ for Dacca, for Chandpur, 

• for Mymensingh, Kharagpur and one or tD(ro />t)ier places — ^Khulna and 
Darjeeling which also come in the list, ^^lio not desire to tire the 
patienee of the House by giving details of the arrangements that have 
been made, but I can probably mention in broad outlines some of the 
steps that havabeen taken. <*. 

In Chittagong the installation of four sirens has been taken 
in ]^and and has been actually executed for the purpose of 
giving sufficient warning of the unwelcome approach of an enemy 
plane. Then the warden’s posts which have already been set up 
number ^40 and telephones have been installed in 30 of these posts. 
As regards enrolment of wardens, by the beginning of February, 361 
wardens had been formally appointed of whom 309 have received their 
basic training, some of whom having also had first-aid and stirrup 
pump training. 75 per cent, of the fiill strength of 61 messengers have 
been recruited and provided with cycles. Five complete Bescue Parties 
have been recruited and lorries provided for them in the beginning of 
the month of February. The latest reports liave been called for but 
have not reached me yet. 

There are seven lorries winch have been converted into 4-stretcher 
ambulances and arrangements are being made to convert 8 light cars 
into 2-stretcher ambulances which will be able to penetrate along the 

* narrowest streets in the town. 60 men have been enrolled for service 
in the First Aid Parties. Five strong buildings have been chosen for 
.First Aid Posts and have been given protection: equipment has been 
provided. Two combined depdts have been established and garages 
for the vehicles and dining rooms and kitchens for the personnel have 
been constructed. At the beginning of February 84 men were living 
permanently at one uf these depdts and since then the number has risen 
to d considerahl* extent. Full provision has been made for the 
residenltee of these personnel in these depdts. Three trailer pumps have 

* been sent to Chittagong in addition to that which already existed there 
and 6 nu>re have Wn ordered. It is very difficult to secure trailer 
pumps merely at the bidding. 

Two squads of 8 men eftek have been enrolled for each of these pumps 
and these men are living permanently at one of the depdts. They have 
idready shown tiieir Worth in fighting a large fire which broke out in a 
crowded part of the town early in February. 164 tanks have been 
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iiiAd« accessible to the trailer pumps and in addition sue 20,00d gallon 
odnerete tanks bave been provided at danger spots in tbe town. 
Government has agreed and bas actually paid out Be. 63,000 to tbe 
Municipality towards tbe cost of improving tbe pumping i>lant and 
thereby increasing tbe pressure in tbe mains. 1 do not know, Sir, 
whether this money bas been utilised for this purpose by tbe Munici* 
polity. That, however, is a problem which can be solved and tbe 
position ascertained by enquiry. But apart from that eo far as the 
Government is concerned they have provided this money. JNfow 157 
stirrup pumps bad been sent in February to Chittagong but that 
number is not conisdered satisafetory and more have got to be sent. 

Fourteen lorries and one car have been sent from Calcutta and con- 
verted for various A. B. P. purposes. Arrangements are>being made to 
send additional vehicles. 

Three instructors are busy teaching wardens and members of ^ther 
A. B. P. Services. The A. B. P. Officer is a local barrister who has 
been trained at the Government of India A. B. P. Staff School in 
Calcutta and who has been found to be very serviceable. Tjvo local 
officials have also had the necessary training. That is with regard to 
Chittagong. 

At Asansol an experienced Deputy Magistrate has been appointed 
as a whole-time Controller for Asansol and he has been given training 
at the Government of India Staff School in Calcutta. 

Two sirens have been installed in addition to the E. I. B. siren. 
Another is being put up. The Control Centre is manned throughout the 
twenty-four hours. 

Well over 300 of the 384 wardens required have been appointed and 
a large number of them have been given training. The protective 
measures in the 23 wardens’ posts have already been proceeding. All 
the 59 messengers on the sanctioned strength have been recruited and 
provided with cycles. 

i 

One lorry has been converted into a very fine 4-stretoher ambulance* 
Other vehicles are being converted. The staff necessary for the three 
first-aid posts have been appointed and training given. » 

Two rescue squads had been recruited by the end of December«and 
the recruitment of another 3 was proceeding and is almost oon^leted. 

Then as regards stirrup pumps 100 have already been sent knd 
buckets have been now provided. More stirrup pumps have been sent 
to supplement the original number 100. 80 men had been recruited for 
service in the street fire parties an^ others have since joined these 
parties. 6 men have been trained to work trailer pumps but at the 
ehd of December last year there were still no pumps available for 
Asansol and this deficiency has since been remedied. 
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Now so £ar as the East Indian Eailway and the workshops of 
Messrs. Bum & Go. are concerned, they have completed their own self- 
Contained arrangements according to the plan laid down by the Govern- 
||ient of India end there is a complete organisation at Burnpur and 
Knlti. 

Now at Baraker a full-time Government officer has been appointed 
as Controller for the small town of Barakar and he has made considerable 
progress with arrangements there. 

The whole of the arrangements for Ondal have been taken over by 
the East Indian Eailway although recruitment for the small civil part 
of the town has been done by the Eaniganj Controller. 

As regards Eaniganj a whole-time GovernmenC officer has been 
appointed A. R. P. Officer, and he has been given training in the 
Government of India Staff School. In Eanjganj the warning will be 
given by hooters at the Pottery Works and it has not been necessary 
for wvernment to provide it with sirens. 

Eem'uitment for the Wardens’ Service has reached 100 per cent, at 
Eaniga^ and the full staff required for the two first-aid posts, the 
ambulances and the cars for sitting cases have been appointed. First- 
Aid Parties were almost up to the full strength and recruitment to the 
Eescue Parties was almost being finished. 

Three buses were being converted for use as ambulances and 
arrangements for oars for sitting cases had been made. 

As regards Narayanganj, great progress has been made there in 
every direction. Wardens have been recruited up to the sanctioned 
strength and in addition some reserves have been taken on. There has 
been a very satisfactory response to the appeal for messengers, the full 
strength having been recruited and cycles provided for them. 

Two buses are being converted for use as ambulances and there will 
be a third launch-ambulance in Narayanganj. The six First-Aid 
Parties will be conveyed in 2 launches and 4 oars have been arranged. 
‘Parties have been fully jecruited and have had first-aid training. Three 
good buildings have been chosen for First Aid Posts and protection 
work is being taken up. Most of the staff of these posts have been 
recruited. 

Six rescue parties have been recruited and conveyance arrangements 
have been made for three of them. Then necessary stirrup pumps'have 
been provided and in addition to a trailer pump belonging to the 
Hnnicipality five more have been ordered by Gkivernment which are 
on their way. Over a thousand men have volunteered for service in 
the street fire parties and all tffe big jute companies and mills have 
made their own arrangements. A trained instructor is giving classes 
and.othmr instructors will be provided as soon as they themselves have 
received training. 
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In Bacea a wlrale-time Oovemmant officer who is a European officer 
of the Indian Police baa been appointed Controller. Six sirens bave 
been ordered long ago but bave' not yet been received. In the mean^ 
time a temporary warning system is being worked out. Ligbtinn^ 
restrictions are already in force. 

About half of the required ntunber of messengers have been seleol;ed 
and volunteers for the Wardens' Service are coming forward in satis* 
factory numbers. In fact the names of persons for more than 100 
per cent, of requirements have been selected and the recruitment is still 
proceeding. Equipment for them is being provided as quickly as 
possible. In many of the Wardens' Posts protection work has been 
completed. There %will be 8 First-Aid Posts and all the buildings have 
been selected. Unfortunately there is little response to the appeal for 
volunteers. This applies also to First-Aid Parties. A Sl^fl Officer for 
the Casualty Service is however being appointed and it is believed that 
he will be able to effect a change. Five rescue squads have %een 
recruited and vehicles are being converted for their use. Equipment 
was not received at the time this report was compiled and I may tell 
the House that because there is considerable request for equipment 
from all over India in the vulnerable places, it is difficult to get supply 
of these equipments as they are mostly supplied by the Government of 
India. 96 stirrup pumps have been received in Dacca. This is only 
a fraction of Dacca's requirements but the rest will be sent as soon as 
available. A Staff Officer for Street Fire Parties has been appointed 
and is busy recruiting. A considerable number of trailer pumps have 
been received and others are expected soon. Two instructors are 
already holding classes and others will be appointed as soon as they 
themselves receive training. 

• As regards Ohandpur, the structure of the A. R. P. organisation has 
been workec^ out and recruitment is now proceeding. An energetic 
local doctor has been appointed whole-time A. B. P. Officer and has 
been given training at the A. B. P. Staff School in Calcutta. The 
Messengers Service has been organised. Wordens' Service is fairly ^ 
organised. Suitable buildings have been chosen for wardens' posts, 
and are being protected. As regards First-Aid Parties, volunteers have 
oome forward but not in such number as is necessary. . 

Slit trenches have been made in various places in the town. 

Then coming to Mymensingh, I may say that 5 sirens have been. 
orderM for Mymensingh but as they had not been received, a temporary 
warning system was being worked out. I am sorry to say that at the 
time the report was compiled the response of the Municipality with 
regard to lighting restriction was very^.bad and only a few days before 
a repOTt came that the existing street lights were still blazing on, 
with the result that the local people had also made little attempts to 
screen their lights. The Distriot Magistrate too|c up the matter and 
I hc^e an improvement has been effected in this respect. 
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* ils regards the response of the public to the 'various appeals lor 
Teiupteers for 'various services, that was also rather poor in Hymen* 
sihgh. The idea generally seems to be prevalent there that nothing 
%iil happen to Mymensingh. Enthusiasm is however being sought to 
be instilled in the local people. A whole-time man has been appointed 
an A. B. P. officer and given a course of training at the Qovernment 
of India Staff School, Calcutta. A number of trailer pumps have been 
ordered by Government for Mymensingh but have not been received at 
the timew the report was compiled, and I am not sure whether the 
position has improved since then because tariler pumps ore very much, 
in demand now. 

At Kharagpur a Qovernment officer has been appointed whole-time 
A. B. P. Officer and has been given a course of training at the Govern- 
ment of India Staff School. There has been very satisfactory response 
froi^ the public in Kharagpur. Sufficient names have been secured to 
bring the Wardens’ Service up to 100 per cent, of its sanctioned’ 
strength plus some reserves. A local M.B. doctor has been appointed 
Officer-in-charge, Casualty Service, and 39 persons have been selected 
for service in the First-aid parties and at the first-aid posts. Equip- 
ment has been provided for them and training has been proceeding and 
has perhaps been completed by now. For the Bescue Service sufficient 
names have been secured for 6 squads. 28 stirrup pumps and nearly 
3,000 sand bags are being sent to Kharagpur and the rest of the pumps 
required will be sent as soon as available. The trailer pumps had not 
been received at the time this report was compiled. The names of 
nearly 1,000 men have been secured for street fire-fighting service. 
Their training was proceeding and has now been perhaps completed. 

This gives a rough outline of the idea of what is being done for 
■vulnerable areas in the mofussil. So far as Calcutta is cuncerued, we 
have an entire structure ready. In fact, that was handed down to us 
when the new Ministry was formed and about a month ago when this 
new Civil Defence port-folio was created I was confronted with thia 
• structure, with this scheme which had been brought into existence by 
•the late Government I might inform the House that this scheme and 
structure for the entire area had been brought into existence not only 
in Calcutta but in all the different provincial towns of India under the 
orders of the Government of India. The entire scheme was formulated 
by the Government of India in consultation with the Provincial Govern- 
ments and this scheme was framed and formulated as a result of the 
experience gained in England. It was after some amount of research 
work reduced almost to scientific precision that this scheme has been 
framed, formulated and executed and it would require a great deal of 
experience to the contrary to effect any change of a substantial 
character in this scheme which has been adopted. Even the number 
oi hospital beds which should be set apart for casualty cases have been 
worked out on a certain basis of the possibility of danger or the degree 
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oicasuaiity being effected as a result of an air raid. One bed fbf each 
400 heads of the population has been provided based in a particular 
area on the probability of so many people being expected to be killed 
having regard to the circumstances of that particular area. There 
are some such bases upon which , these calculations have got to be made. 

After all, it is all a matter of speculation more or less and these 
speculations must change from time to time according as the enemy 
changes his tactics and according as the vulnerable area is at a further 
distance or nearer. Therefore these arrangements cannot be considered 
to be sacrosanct and may have to be changed from time to time. But 
the main outline must remain and the services built up as a result of 
the experience, energy and devotion, cannot be brushed aside. Under 
the circumstances a fait accompli which was presented to the new 
Oovernment had to be accepted. I do not for a moment suggest that 
there is no scope for improvement. There may be legitimate rooi^ for 
improvement and it is our earnest and sincere appeal to the leaded of 
our people that constructive suggestions should be made for the purpose 
of bringing about improvement in the situation so that recruitment 
•could be carried on much more briskly and effectively and theTlacuna 
may be filled up. It is for that reason that a committee will be set up 
in Calcutta as a result of the deliberations of the conference last week 
end. The committee has not been constituted yet and I hope to com- 
plete the constitution in the course of this week. If that committee 
takes upon itself the task of making suggestions of improvement in 
the A. R. P. organisation where improvement is really necessary for 
the purpose of enlisting popular support, for the purpose of stimulating 
recruitment in Calcutta, for the purpose of giving a drive so that 
people may come forward in their hundreds and thousands and make 
this A. R. P, organisation an organisation of their own, I hope that 
so far as Calcutta is concerned, those who will be compelled to remain 
in the city may remain and stay with much greater assurance than bas 
been possible so long. Times are such that we cannot afford to take 
our stand on petty bickerings, petty squabbles, political differences 
and communal bitterness. We must concentrate all our efforts and ' 
pool all our resources for the purpose of fighting the great common 
danger with which we are faced to-day. I am making this appeal iff 
all sincerity as a great burden has been laid on my weak shoulders 
which has to be borne by all of us : otherwise it is too much for any 
one man, however able and powerful he may claim to be. 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir has made some sugges- 
tions with regard to the reorginastion of the Civil Defence Porb-lolio. 

I must acknowledge the assistance , and co-ordination which my 
colleagues, the Ministers in charge of other departments, have offe^red 
and also acknowledge the services rendered by the permanent 
Secretaries under them, for they have chosen voluntarily to abrogate 
their respective rights or privileges, if I may say so, and have agreed 
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' io subfiiit themselves to my suggestions end to my directions even 
Without reference to their own respective Ministers, having obtained 
V idieir permission in a general way. Therefore even in the matter of 
«o>ordination there is not likely t# be much difficulty if this airange* 
ment can be worked out in the way in which it is expected to be worked 
out. I might remind the House that when this port-folio was created 
it was mentioned in the Government communique that it was done for 
the purpose of accelerating the work of Civil Defence in the province. 

• It is acceleration of work that was aimed at and certainly Mr. Eabir 
was right in saying that too many files, too much reiltapism which is 
inevitable in well-ordered Secretariat work in normal times cannot be 
allowed to stand in the way of qiiick disposal of work and quick 
formulation of*decisions. I can assure the House that it is understood 
by every one in the Secretariat that the telephone must play a much 
grea^r part than the file itself in formulation of policy and in the 
disposal of work. So far as Civil Defence is concerned, I am glad to 
be able to tell you that that is the spirit in which we are working. I 
hope, I trust and 1 feel sure that the permanent officials will rise to 
the occasion, will enter into the spirit of this popular movement of 
Civil Defence and will not lag behind in the fullest support that is 
■expected of them in our efforts to make this organization broadbase<l 
on popular will and fully supported by popular enthusiasm. In fact 
I might tell you as I had occasion to say the other day before a 
conference in this chamber that the conference and the Civil Defence 
Committee were the expression of an idea which emanated from the 
officers themselves when I first suggested that such a course should be 
adopted. They had stood by me in my efforts to organize popular 
opinion voiced and focussed through popular committees and 
strengthened and supported by their good will. 1 hope popular 
enthusiasm will be worked up to a degree that cannot be too much in 
the present crisis. I trust that this debate will be of help in clarifying 
the atmosphere and that the report of this debate sent out through the 
machinerj' of the press will tend to hearten the citizens of Calcutta and 
#ill call forth their best enthusiasm and energy. (Cheers.) 

*Mr« BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: May I have your leave to put 
one question to clarify the position a little? In case of evacuation 
people will have to leave behind their houses. Does the Government 

• propose to take any stops for protection of those houses, and if so, what 
' is such action ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, so far as the 

question of evacuation is concerned, that is not a real live question 
with the Government. There is no compulsory evacuation in Calcutta 
and that is not in contemplation at the present moment. What is now 
I>eing suggested is that those who can make their own arrangements 
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lor protectioii of their houses in Calcutta aud can find out Stable 
residence outside Gedcutta or other places are welcome — ^not only 
welcome, are advised to go out of Calcutta, if they are not wanted in 
Calcutta for any essential work. Bu^ so far as protection of their houses 
in Calcutta is concerned, no special steps have yet been oonten^lated. 
It is expected that the ordinary police and the machinery of law will 
come to their assistance. In this connection, I may also say somethings 
which 1 had omitted to mention, namely, the question of affording 
suitable sanitary measures in the mofussil areas where large qpngrega- 
tion of evacuees from Calcutta and other areas has taken place. The 
House is probably aware that in many mofussil municipal towns large 
concentration of citizens from Calcutta and other areas has occurred 
and problems have arisen in those municipalities as to how ^^1 with 
the questions of public health that have cropped up there and are 
baffling their resources. The House will be glad to learn that the 
Government have decided and issued orders in the Public Health'^and 
Local Self-Government Department that the municipalities will go> 
ahead in the matter of expenditure that may have to be inctirred for 
the purpose of effecting these public health and sanitary measitres and 
the District Officers concerned have been instructed to allow Govern- 
ment money to be advanced to these municipalities to the fullest 
possible extent, any adjustment of expenditure between the Govern- 
ment and the municipalities being done later on. But that is not a 
consideration which should be allowed to stand in the way of these 
essential sanitary measures being' undertaken by the respective 
municipalities. 

PROROGATION. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have it in command from 
His Excellency the Governor that the Council do how stand prorogued. 
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• The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
10th March, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Mr. Eader Baksh. 

(3) ^ai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Bezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Batta. 

(7) Mr. i.. K. Dutta. 

^8) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Saijed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghhaziul Huq. 

(11) «Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Sir T. Lamb. 

(14) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(15) Dr. B. K. Mookerjee. 

(16) Mr. B. Pal Chowdhury. 

(17) Khan Bahadtir Mukhlesur Bahaman. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(19) Mr. B. K. Boy Chowdhury. 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Bai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(22) Sir B. P. Singh Boy. 

> (23) Baja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 
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^ Ibitgidi Legisktive Cdoncil DdwlM. 
(OlKidal Repovt) 

First SeMioo, 1942. 


jt<|SMti(tim[ MstlMti)^ 

(1) BegMrdmg T«in«niT6 policy of 
OownmoBt tovardi MosHin 
Looguo irorlEors movod by Mr. Nur 
Abmed. Not moved. 

(8) Bogording deterioration in tbe 
Injkemational Situation moved by 
Ajibadj Xban Bahadur Syed 
Muhammad Jan. Disallowed. 

(3) Begarding det^tion of Mr. 
Sarat Cb. Bose in Trichinopoly 
Jail tnoved by Mr. K. K. Dntt. 
Withdrawn. Pages 44^. 

By Mr. Nur iluned in Mte matter of 
the suspension^ of the business of the 
Hhdi Court on every Friday to give 
facilities to the Muslim litigants and 
lawyers to say their “Jnmah” 
prayers. Disi^wed. Pages 91>86. 

Notice of aa-HSiven by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhury to discuss the sudden 
inflation in the price of soft coke 
or fuel for oooki^ and the soaring 
prices of foodstuffs and clotiiing 
(not moved). Pages 394-300. 

19 

Notice <ff an— given by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
regarding the order of the District 
, Magistrate of Chittagong for the 
evacnation of oertain villages (not 
* moved). Psges 835-829. 


by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
r Muakiamnddin Hosaia regarding the 
• , Bi f i m it tern of ofice, etc., of the 
of—. Pages 287-239. 

jjdUbStfqn regarding^. Pagsa 401-402.* 

ii| | B i ill s « r e g a rding . »'h y Mr. Knr 
Pagsi 


Ahmad, Kh«i laliadur Wtilmliti 

Motion moved by— to refer Mr. BuiMh 
yun Kabir’s Bengal liooal SelMkri^ 
ermnent (Amendment) BiH, 19M» to 
a Selaet CMinmittae. Pages 342948. 

Observations by— on the Point «| 
Privilege raised by Sir Bijoy PMMi 
Singh Roy in coanection wMi the 
A. R. P. measures for Caloutta Hltf 

< its subuits. Page 248. 

Observations made by— on the ad|tnm> 
ment motion of Mr. K. K. JOntta 
regarding detention of Mr. Strut 
Ch. Bose. Pages 48 and 50. 


Point of order raised by— on Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s adjournment motion regard- 
ing the Chittagong Maglste«te*a 
order of evaeuation of oartain 
villages. Page 835. 

Speech by— supporting the oonaidira- 
ticm of tiw Bmigal Criminal Imm 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) 1^, 
1941, as rsperted by tiie Seleet Clem- 
mittee. Pages 109>1Q2. 

Speech by— on the Bengal SMrnlst 
Nuisances (Ammidment) Bill, 1941. 
Pages 858964. 

Speedi hy— on the Bengal Fiaherlea 
Bfll, 1941. Page 854. 

Speech by— on the Code of Chiniintl 
Prooedmpe (Bengal Amendment) BIU, 
1941. Paget 848947. 

Speech hy-ott the Bengal (food Onm- 
dnet Prisonara’ PrObational ntd 
Temporaiy R abaea Bill, 1910. Pigie 
337-388. 


Speech by— «i tht Bengal Jutailigilp 
tion (Amandmant) BiB, 1^. Ibil 
852. 


Speech hy-on the Bsn(ml>^>dliiM 
(Amendnwit) Bffl, 1941, jNipi,|p» 


OrSlii 



n ' * xsmx. 


Ktw ■§>■<■# l l Mi r rt ilii t i r ttuki. 

speech bj— on the moikm for conei- 
deretioa of the 8«Bgit Hcnv'Acriqal* 
tnrsl Tenuicy (Temporary Provi- 
eiona) Extending Bill, 1942, moved 
by the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul Karim. Pagea 306, 307. 

Speech by — on the third reading of the 
Bengal Non>AgricuItural Tenancy 
(Temporary Proviaiona) Extending 
BUI, 1942. Pagea 874^6. 

^Kiech by— on Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
MuaESamnddin Hoaain’a resolution 
that the pay of all future entrants 
to the Provincial Serv^ksea should be 
reduced to Bs. 600. Pages 830-331. 

Speech by— on the A. B. P. measures 
for Bengal. Pagea 421-423. 

S peech es by— on amendments to the 
clauses of the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 
1941. Pages 24S-247. 

Speech by— on the resolution of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muaaaamuddin 
Hosaln that industrial ■ firms be 
started by the Government with 
young men trained by the Indnatrial 
Department, necessary money being 
secured for the purpose by floating 
shares with guaranteed dividend. 
Pages 268^266. 

Speech by— on the resolution of Mr. 
Amulyadhone Boy that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal do immediately take 
all possible steps to secure the 
release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
now in detention in the Trichinopoly 
Central Jail. Pages 283-284. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding cmchona factory. 
Page 83. 

Supplementary question by— on the 
question of Bai Sahib Jatindra 
Mohan Sen regarding immersion of 
images Ist Dinajpnr. Page 19. 

Sttira^ementsry question by— regarding 
hiereaae in prioe of daily necessaries. 
Page 76. 

SopplmBeiitary question by— rogardiag 
1 ^ in prioe of omnmo^ties. Page 
257, 

Amendmenta moved by— to the tllmses 
the Bengal Criminal Law (ludas* 
trial Areas Amradnamit) fBOl, 1941. 
Pages 243, 244-246, 84a4M9. 


ASiiyf IM. Hnr— emti. a 

Ifotion for adjournment ,by— to discuss 
the nsoeasitlr M suspending tits 
business of the High Court on every 
* Friday to give fadlities to tUb 
Muslim litigants and lawyers to say 
their '*Jomah” prayers. Pages 91- 
93. 

Motion by— that the Bengal Fisheries 
Bill, 1941, be taken into considera- 
tion. Pages 354-355. * ’ 

Motion by— that t^ Bengal Jute 
Begulation (Amen^ent) Bill, 1941, 
be taken into consideration. Page 
361. « 

Motion by— that the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1941, be taken into consideration. 
Pages 346-347. 

Motion by — ^that the Bengal Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill. 1941, be 
taken into consideration. Pages 347- 
348. 

Motion by — ^that tlje Bengal Good 
Conduct Prisoners’ Probational and 
Temporary Belease Bill, 1940, be 
taken into consideration. Page 334. 

Motion by— that the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, 
be taken into consideration.. Page 
353. 

Point of information raised by — ^iw'gard- 
ing the Select Ccmunittee meeting to 
oonsider the Bengal Publio Gambling 
(Ammdment) Bill, 1941. Page 356. • 

Point of order raised by— that when the 
leader of the Opposition wap ipeak- 
ing on the budget, no one on tHe 
Government Benches was takifig 
notes in the absence of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. Page 176. * 

Point of order raised by — ^that the 
motions of the Eton*ble Khan* Bahui^ 
dur M. Abdul Karim to take the 
Bengal Non-Agricultnral Tenancy* 
(Tmnporaty Provisions) . Extending 
Bill, 1942, into considmation was 
, not in order inasmuch as copies j 
the Bill in qnes^ph had bd^^ 
BuppUed to the members <»ily t|uri^ 
day and not beford 15* days m 
roquired under rule 52 of the 
Council ProcednSe Bulei. Page 204. 

Que^n by— regarding xjss in the 
prioe of foodstodb. Pages 168-12IL 







iPlk m mir-Hwnftf. 

H '• 

byo-ngaiding the Bengal Jail 

^ ^duairiea Engniiy Committee. 

’ , F age 90. ^ 

Qneation regarding criminal cases in 
connection with the Dacca riot. 
Pages 195-196. 

Question by— regarding agricultural 
loan. Pages 37-40. 

* Question *by — regarding recommenda- 

tions of the Land Bevenue Commis- 
sion. Pages 314, 321, 362. 

Question by — regarding number of 
land mortgage banks in Bengal. 
Page 869. 

Question by — ^regarding rural credit 
faciVties. Pages 360-361. 

Question by — ^regarding Irdo-Burma 
Immigration Agreement. Page 313. 

Question ^ — regarding failure of crops 
in certain parts of Chittagong. 
Pages 316-317. 

Question by — ^r^arding khas mabal 
lands in Chittagong. Pages 34-35. 

Question by — ^regarding realisation of 
sale tax. Page 24. 

Question and supplementary questions 
by — regarding kidnapping oases, etc. 
Pages 15-16. 

• Question and supplementanes by — ^re- 
garding arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose. Pages 318-319. 

Question and supplementary questions 

* by — ^regarding communal harmony. 
Pa[^s 90-91. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 

* garding police force m Bengal. 

*Pages 12-13. 

Bemarks by— in connection with the 
A*. B. P. measures for Bengal. 
Page 424. 

Short-TOtice question by — ^regurding the 
arrest of Muslims and Muslim 

* students since the assumption of office 
by the present Ministry. Pages 406- 
407. 

|^)eedh by — on the third reading of* 
the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial 
Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. Pages 
850-251. 

j^lpeeeh by— regarding resolution wel- 
oonlng Their Bxeellenmes General 
and Hadame ' Chiang Kai-Shek. 
Pagea 68-69. 


Ahaad, Mr. l l n r -~s ow eW. . 

Speech by— opposing the ornaMerntloB 
of the Bengal Ciimiaal Law (Indus- 
trial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1041, 
as reported by the Seleot Con- 
mittee. Pages 99-100. 

Speech by— on the budget for 1948-48. 
Pages 115-123. 

Speech by— on the resolution of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muaaaamndditt 
Hosain that industrial firms be 
started by the Gorem.ment with 
young men trained by the Industrial 
Department, necessary money being 
secured for the purpose by floating 
shares with guaranteed diridmid. 
Pages 261-263. 

Speech by— on the supplementary 

estimate for 1941-42. Pages 888- 
890. 

Atektfla Union Boartf. PMod l»— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury. Page 86. 

A. 0. and 0. 0. syotoms of elo o trle l ty In 

Caleutta— 

Question regarding— by Baia Bhupen- 
dra Narayan Sinha Bahadur. Pages 
71-73. 

Appohitments In the Mowrali OhrN 

Court- 

Question regarding— by Mr. Khorshed 
Alam Chowdhury. Page 43. 

Appointnionts In Qovommont araaooo— 

Question regarding — ^by Mr. K C> Boy 
Chowdhury. Page S6. 

Appolntmont of Oomailoolonor of C on n 

morolal Tax- 

Question regrrding— by Khan Bahadur 
Beaaaqul Haider Chowdhury. Pages 
2-3. 

Appointniant of llotlrMl O M oofO— 

Question and supplementartrs regard- 
ing— by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 

' Chowdhury. Pages 5-6. 

ArM BN— 

Question by Hr. Hnmeyun KoMr re- 
garding-*Bleetiatt Committee. Pofos 
234-236. 
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< t < to m>i»' mptdfalllP^ M^. AMti 
milftt iSkiomikiUf ti# KlMm BOuidur 
Saljppi’ XuuMBMidiite SM«ia. 
P«gM 800^. 

QtiMtiim and raiyplameBiwriM regard- 
iag—of Bfir. Saatat Obasdra Bom by 
Xr. Nor Ahmed. Pegee 818-819. 

AfMit «V KiMlliiit and xuillm tiiMlaiita— 

Short-botioe gueetioa regarding— einoe 
the aieomptioii of oAoe by the 
jtfMent Xinietiy. Pagei 406-407. 

Hk fl. P. m e wii rM 

Point of privilege raieed by Sir Bijoy 
Praead Sing^ Boy demanding that 
the Qovemramit ahouU inform tiie 
HottM ae regards details of :Uie— 
they have adopted so far as Calcutta 
and its anborbs are oonoemedi in 
vieer of the very serious war situation 
in the Par East, specially in Burma. 
Pages 240-S42. 

Pisoussion of— of the Government of 
BW>iai' P»8«S 409484. 

Aili, Klmn •ahib Ahdm— 

General discussion of the budget by — . 
Pages 218-214. 

•fnMira. PiMd hi- 

Question regarding— by Rai Bahadur 
Xanmatha Nath Bom. Pages 43-44. * 

•ahilii Mr» iud«r~- 

43«n«ral disoussioa of the budget 
Pages 184-189. 

Speech by— on the amendment to 
lA^uie 2 of the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Aenendnient) BOl, 
lOdl.ePage 242. 

■nrlea, Rnl BaMir Kealiah SMm- 


Ptint df order by— that these cannot be 
of the ava i>e{anoe 
nMasuies as it was prinMirily the eon- 
nam of the Government of India. 
Pesa llS. . » n , . 

ttiiifcitidii biiWMoiyRSkiiK 
kk .Mbit IPmm « 

918. 


Bimiy. hyu.4D tha tmtMkm X Shan 
Bahadur Atanr that the' 

*' Gowmaant of Bengal ahonld tate 
st^ to reduoe the adiniaisfcfeitNe 
expenditure by anudgamatiag the 
dutiM of aeveral oSkoers moving 
about in tiie aame area, ete. Pagai 
277-279. 

* 

Reply by— to tbe debate on* the Sttpple- 
mentaiy estimate for 1941-42 under 
“Land Revenue.” PagM 300-898. 

NotioM of thrM amendments given by 
— in Mspeot of ddkiee Non-Offioial 
Bills (1) Bengal Land Alksiation 
BiU, 1940; (2) the Court Pom 

(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 19411; and 
(3) tbe Bengal Emergency Bent 
Remission Bill, 1941. Page 268. 

Reply by — ^to the resolution of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Xukaaamuddin 
Hosain that industrial firms be 
started by the j^vemment with 
young men trainra by the Indos- 
trial Department, necessary money 
being secured for the pori>OM by 
Boating shares with gnaranteed 
dividend. Pages 268-271. 

Barua, Mr. DhlraMlra Lai— 

General discussion oi the budget 1^—. 
PegM 179-181. 

Baaii, the Nan'lila Mr. Bantoah KuMr— 

Explanarion given by— for tbe absence' 
of the Hon'ble Pinaaoe Muastor 
during that day's budget disoossiopi. 
Page 186. 

Point of order raised by— thal hir 

. Bijoy Prosed Sint^ Roy WM ^ 
ri^ in referring to tho 
Xr. Prematha Nath B aaa a iae j||M9 a 
member of the Forward BiMk' Page 
271 

Rgply hy-^ tho emerald d 4| i h w nlwi oif 
the Ohrfl DelesiM .IMMhM of the 
budget. PagM314'^ 

• Reply by— "ta * the Ptiutf of PrivilMl 
nisad by Sir BIjoy Prasad 
eoiniriaB if O s vet a aMsri iteri 
pand to iafom Gsk XoUae 
details of the ,4. H F. 

. 941, m ' * 
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l »~ -.4> il» foUiA «< iafmMlMHi 
k4 Iqt Sii* IhtMftd Biai^ Boy 
.M to tlie dodbioa <d Gorenunont oi^ 
Juki io Ibold o teoM iMosion 

of ^ Boom to hiy Worn it the 
A. R. P. meuiiree they had adopted 
for iQalcatta and its suburbs. Paces 
9»l-2a3. . 

Spet<di aby— on Mr. Nur Ahmed’s 
Bencal Munioipal (Amendment) Bill, 
mi. Page 360. 
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OonoidanNlfen ol'the*<iwwoa e|> t fc|S''"< » 


Biaoussioft of the ttdiioft thct I 
he passed. Pages S60>i8S. 

Pasaing of the—. Page 958. 

Motion for oonaideratioa of the— as 
reported by the Srieot Committee, 
moved by the Hon’ble Khan Baha- 
dur M. Abdul Katipi. Page 99. 

Bengal Legislative Council Powers aad 

Privileges — , 1939. 


Speech by— on Mr. Humayun Kabir’s 
Bengal local Self-Government 
(Amendment)*Bill, 1937. Pages 344- 
846. 

Spe^ by — on a proposed adjournment 
motion regarding the order of the 
District Magistrate of Chittagong for 
the evacuation of certain villages in 
the Chittagong district. Pages 327- 
329. 


Question aad supplementaries n> 
garding the— by Khan Sahib Abdnl 
Bamid Chowdhury. Pages 7<S. 

Bengal Munioipal (Amendment)—., 
1941. 

Motion to take the— into omisidera- 
tion (withdrawn). Pages 847-861. 

Bengal Smoke Nuisance (Amendment) 
— , 1941. 


Statement made by— on Civil Defence 
(A. R. P.) Ivork in the province. 
Pages 424-m. 

Statement made by — ^with regard to 
the adjournment motion of Mr. K. K. 
Dutta regarding detmition of Mr. 
Sarat Ch. Bose. Pages 62-66. 


Motion to take the-4nto conridera- 
tion .(negatived). Pages 8684154. 

Bengal Non-Agricultural TenMSogr 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending—, 
1942. 

(1) Introduced. Page 308. 


Bsngil Oe v sn im e n t Press 

Question by Mr. K. C. Boy Chow- 
dhuiy regarding grievances of the 
emptoyees of the — . Pages 288-289. 

iRpusl Mglsiatiee OeunsM and AsnsmMy. 

Expenditure ef— 

* Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — by Blhan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury. Pages 19-20. 

■sngal Meter Vehielsa Rulas, tMP— 

La]^ig of the amendments to the— by 
the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faslnl Huq. 
tpage 96. 

*PMll vfWi niyniwiiingii 

Queetioa regarding test relief work jn 

, til#— by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 

Mnaaxamuddin Hosain. Pages 231- 

, 888, 817-318. 

iiiKil- 

V OriMinti Law (Industrial Areas 

AsoiildMeiit)— , 1941. f 


(2) Motion moved that the— %e 
taken into consideration (sgrood 
to). Pages 804, 308. 

Bengal Fisheries—, 1941. 

Motion to take the— 4nto oonsidarn* 
tion (negatived). Pages 8644W6. 

Bengal Jute Regulation (AmradmeoitX 

— , 1941. 

Motion to take the— into eonsidsvn- 
tion (negatived). Pages 861-863. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (JBengsl 

Amendment)—, 1941. 

Motion to take the— into eo iist dd W ' 
tion (negatived). Pages 846-8417. 

Bengal Non-Agricultural Tanittsf 

(Temporary Provisions) ExtendBng— » 

1942 (official}. 

Consideratimi M dauses 
Page 878. 

Passiat of the—. Bagsa (WIMHi. 


iiNih-eMMM. 

'B«ngal Good Oondtifli Mionen’ Prol^ 
tionol utd T«Bporai 7 , 

1940 (as TCiportod by the jSelect C<mi- 
mitioo). • 

Hotioii to take tbe— >into oonaiden* 
tion (negatiTed}. Pages 384<^. 

Bengal Local Self*(3overnment (Amend- 
ment)—, 1087, 

Motion moTed to take tbe— into oon- 
uderation. Pages 388-840. 

•Imal Prmtiva OaM— 

Question regarding imprisonment of — . 
Pages 899, 401. 

Bom, Hoi Bahadur Manmatha Math- 

Question regarding Midnapore College 
. by — Page 71. 

Question by — ^regarding failure of crops 
in certain parts of Midnapore. 
Page 40. 

Question by— regarding flood in 
Bankura. Pages 43-44. 

Question by— regarding development of 
Digha in the Contai subdivision. 
Pages ^41-42. 

Question by — ^regarding distress in the 
Sabang thana. Page 828. 

Bom, Mr. tarat Chandra— 

Question regarding arrest of— by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 318-319. 

Boundary botwoon Mynionolnih and 
Pahna dtotiioto— 

Question regarding— by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhory. Pages 
30-37. 

BudlM BudV— 

Question regarding jute mill strike in 
— area. Pages 867-366. 

Bttdgat— 

Ctoneral* diacussion of tbe — . Pages 
181-161, 166-192, 197-228. 

Budgot oothnatM for tho ' yoar of 
1d0f<4S— 

speech made by the Hon’Ue 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjeo regard- 
iag— .. Pages 67-62, 

Ch o n d l hafpH* Union, Jooaoro— 

Queetioa by lAr. K. C. Boy Cboir- 
dfawy retarding aaialaria ha—. Pages 

mm. • < 



.Beaolntion regarding wileomo to tlnir 
EneOn e neie s Pagsa 66-69. 

* Chakravortt, Mr. thrloh Chandra— * 


General diacussion of the budget by — . 
Pages 198-200. 

Protest that as the Opposition was 
almost unrepresented on the proposed 
Select Committee on Mr* Humaynn 
Kabir’s Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1937, his 
party would have nothing to do with 
the Bill. Page 344. 


Remarks by— in cOftnection with the 
additional supply of petrol to mem- 
bers of the Council. Pages 408-409. 

Speech by — on the resolu^n of 
Mr. Amulyadhone Boy that the 
Government of Bengal do imme- 
diately take all possibly steps to 
secure the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose now in detention in 
the Trichinopolyfl Central Jail. 
Pages 280-281. ^ 


Speech by — on tbe A. R. P. measures 
for Bengal. Page 421. 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
detenus and political prisoners. 
Page 130. 


Chittagong— 


Question regarding failure of crops in 
certain parts of— by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pages 816-317. 


Chittagong. Oiotrlbutlon of khao mahat 

land in— 

Question regarding— by Mr. I^r 

Ahmed. Pages 84-36. 

Chowdhufy, Mr. Blrondra KIshoro Ray- 

Question and siqtplementary question 
regarding increase in price Of duly 
necessaries by — . Page 74. 

CheuNfhury, Khan Cahlh Abdul HaMld-^ 

Complamt by— that several qnestiens of 
his pending from the last session did 
not find a place in the'list of ques- 
tions remaining unanswered. Pi^ 
290. 

General discussion of the budget by—. 
Pages 166^171. 

Qoostioa Iqr^***iugaiidiRg Kadbaii tlaiM 
Board in Taagail.* PUgM dOSMIOS. 



^MMi* MHM 


f 


' by— NgardiBf madieil inipeo* 

tkm of papihi of sobool*. Pages 
• 994 ». 

Question by — ^regarding abolition of 
Xalihati Circle nnder Tangail sub* 
division in the district of Mymen* 
singh. Page 89. 

Question by — regarding Revisionary 

Settledient in Faridpur. Page 36. 

Question by — ^regarding Ministers’ tour 
to Darjeriing. Pages 24-25. 

Question regarding quarters for Sub- 
Registrars by—. Pages 70-71. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
nyding repairs to school buildings, 
nges 69-70. 

Question and supplementary question 
by — regarding rural water-supply 

programme. Pages 28-29. 


Question and supplementaries by — 
regarding e^ise shops. Pages 76-78. 

Question and* supplementaries by — ^re- 
garding flood in Alokdia Union 
^ard. Page 36. 

Question and supplementary questions 
by — ^regarding Tankir Khal in 
Tangail. Pages 86-86. 

Question and supplementaries by — ^re- 
garding appointment of retired 
officers. Pages 6-6. 

Question and supplementaries by — ^re- 
garding the ^ngal Legislative 
Council Powers and Privileges Bill, 
1939. Pages 7-8. 

Question and supplementaries by — ^re- 
' garding abolition of Kalihati Circle. 
Page 4. 

^estion and supplementaries by— re- 

g rding expenditure of the Bengal 
gislative Council and. Assembly. 
Pages J9-20. 


Question and supplementaries by — ^re- 
garding District Board Chairmen’s 
Oonfermwe at Darjeeling. Pages 26- 
*7. , 


Question and Bupplementaries by — ^re- 
garding excise officer in charge of a 
district. Pages 79-80. 

Speech I 9 ’— regardii^ welcmne to Their 
. BkoffihnieiM Cenend and Ifodame 
Ohiang Xai4M. Pages 66-67. • 


Question regarding arrest of— ^ elo.^ 
* Inr Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaaaent- 
uddin Hosain. Pages 890S81. 


'ehowHiury, Mr. HamMul Nug— 

General discussion of the budget by—. 
Pages 137-143. 


ChauNUHiry, Mr. KheralMd Atom- 

Question by — ^regarding European 
Wards of the Calcntto Medical 
College Hospitals. Page 368. 

Question by— regarding Naair of 
Howrah IMstrict Judge’s Court. 
Pages 43-44. 

Question by — regarding certain appoint- 
ments in the Howrah Civil Court. 
Page 43. 

ChouNllNiry, Khan Bahadur Rttsagul 
HaMor— 

Question by— regarding appointment of 
Commissioner of Commercial Tax. 
Pages 2-3. 


CInehona faetoiy— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by Khan l^hadur Ataur Rah- 
man. Pages 80-88. 

Civil Court at Howrah. Certain aigitlnt 
mente In the— 

Question regarding— by Mr. Xhorshod 
Alam Chowdhury. Page 43. 

Commlsslener of Cenuneroial Tax. Ag- 
polntmont of— 

Question regarding— by Khan Bahadur 
Reaaaqul Haider Chowdhury. Pages 
2-3. 


Connnittoa— 

Question by Mr. Nor Ahmed regarding 
the Bengal Jail Industries 
Page 90. 

Conunoditloo— 

Question by BCr. Lalit Chandra Ihw 
regarding rise in price of—. Pages 
256-258. 


Question and siqiplemeataiy queetimM 
by Mr. Nor Ahnfd lagsfiting— » 
Pages W41. 
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AAd iitniilidnintitte Mnfdi* 
iniHbr Xktm 'Sdkib AWal tUaid 
ChowSbnxy. PagM 96U37. 

OMnII " SMOnniioiit irawi^Riiini vi 


4}tiMtioii regardingx-by Bai Bahadur 
Mannatha Nath Bosa. Pages 41> 
42. 

|}afi«itti«ii~ 

Qneatkm regarding^-of Mr. Kadash 
Chandra Sarker, Secretary, Madari* 
par Kiiahak Proja Samity. Pages 
190-197. 


Qnestioii by Khan Bahadur Atanr 
Rahman regarding failure of— in 
Kwdi subdivision. Pages 233-234. 

Brapa. FaUiira of— bi aartain parta af 

<}ttestion and supplementaries regard- 
ing—. Pages 4(M1. 

emtivatiait— 

Oaaatioa by Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman regarding-mf augarcane in 
Kandi subdiviaion. Pages 286-936. 

BWH rtft— 

Question regarding number of persons 
iniured or killed, etc., during the — 
ih September and October, 1941. 
Pages 127-128. 

Quaetien regarding criminal oases 
instituted in conneotion with— by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 195-196. 


Question regarding— by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdbury. Pages 
24-25. 

■KQigllili^ BIttritt Bipnl BfwiniiM'a 

Questiotts and supplementaries regard- 
ing—. Pages 98-28. 

UIH 

IBnqHiiT to what wa# the poai- 

Mmi, arith aegard to the twp-pead&ig 
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Gewndl djeonaai op af the bnigat 
Pagei'JPOdKM* 


Ohaeryntieaw by'--o» the pshit el 
information regarding the j yl dj n g el 
a secret seaaiott of the Hoaae ahent 
the A. B, P. meaaines adop t ed by 
Gtovemmeut for Calcutta and Ha 


suburbs. Pages 292-293. 


Observations by— during disousskm of 
the adjournment motion of Mr. Nut- 
Ahmed urging the suspension of the 
business of the High Court on every 
Friday to give famlities to tla 
Muslim litigants and lawyers to say 
their “Jumah” prayws. Pages 91- 
92. 


Point of information raised by-^mard- 
ing the Public Accounts Committee 
of the Council examining the audit 
report of ' the Auditor-General. 
Page 372. , 

Question and supplementary questions 
by — regarding rise in price of com- 
modities. Pages 2G|[*, 257-258. 

Question by — regarding the number of 
detenus and political prisoners, efa^ 
Pages 128, 129. 

Question by — ^regarding Gnmti Em- 
bankment. Pages 406-406. 

Question regarding imprisonment of 
Kmal Protiva Debi. Pages 399-401. 

Question by— regarding the total adm- 
ber of security prisoners under the 
Defence of India Act. Pages jBl-098. 

Speech by— on the resolution of 

Mr. Amnlyadhcme Boy that the 
Government of Bengal do imme^ 
diately take all possible steps ip 
secure the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose now in detention in 
the Trichinopoly Central Jail. Pfihea 
282-883. 

Ontta, Mr. ■MhlM fMHmira— 


Extension of time asked Tor by— for 
imsentation of the Select ‘ O wa t^He e 
on the Bengal SAgislattTo ! 
vTOnoil frwWVFi mi WKtinmfgf0 Vui$ 

% 1941. Page 372. / ^ 

(Mwenrntwns hy^-nn iihe feSak el fnibr- 
tiaaijsni ragandhig the hoMteg'* of 
odcanak aeashni el Benae be 
the A. B. i wf ewe ea , ' 

•la ,|5bpe tWbrt H ‘ 


f* 



ttf laCamstiS^'MiMd tigr—4«i|ard- 
Hm tetotdf Hm 3matl htaUMin 
.ffiO«M»ta ItoiMn mi FtMimu BiU, 
€lil, iWlKiQh M Immni refined to • 
tfiklwt OQOuuittee. 'P$g» 85S. 


l|Dfli!3r ikiede by<»«e to wbetlier Got* 
erDment {tropoeed to take any steps 
in ooaneotioa whh the A. B. P. 
aoheme for the protection, of hoases 
< tiiat would be left racaat owing to 
eracuation. Page 493. 


Oaputp MagiatratM ani Daputy Cal- 
Matara. Ma-aanMaymant of ratirad— 

QuestloB and auj^ementaries regard* 
ing — ^by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 

Mua^smuddin Hosain. Pages 8-9, 


f^Matiien by Khan INbadnr Safyad 
XaaaaaOTiddin mgiulllbng 

elaethm io~. Pages 987-8067^ 


Oiittai Mr. KamM Kmar- * 

General disonssion of the budget bgr—^ 
Pagaa 131*185. ^ 

Point of information by'— whether any 
member from the Bengal LegialatiTa 
Council has been taken in the Pn}>- 
lie Accounts Committee. Page 

Speech by— regarding weloome to 

Their Excellencies General and 

Madame Chiang KaioShek. Page 38. 

Speeches made by—on his adioumment 
motion regarding detention of Mr. 
Sarat Ch. Bose in Trichinopoly Jail. 

Pages 46*49, 55. 


Pafanna and palltloat prlaenai*— 

Question regarding restriction on the 
movements of — , their number, etc. 
Page 128. 

OavalaiNnant of DiJm In Cental atUtdlvl- 

Question regarding— by Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose. Pages 41*42. 


Question regarding enquiry into the 
question of processions with music 
on public thoroughfares in — by Rai 
Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. Pages 


314^15. 

Questioa regarding immersion of 
images of goddess Dnrga at — ^by Rai 
Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. Pages 
’^17-19, 315*816. 


Olotiuoa- 


Quelifeion regarding.-^n the Sabang 
thana by Rai Bahadur Matunatha 
KatkP Bose. Pages 323-^4. 


jblatrlat Bd nrd Cknlmian'a Oanfaranee at 
Sf fiariaa 


Question and supplementaries regard* 
ingu... Psges 98>28. 


IBiatfiit MngiatniM nf daeaa r a 

'Qnestmi ragardiqg Babn Skanker 
Hath San acting as— by Ms. Amulya* 
. Jitof. PngM 319^. 

tii^Minbkin. tugMilfag iMiHqiilatela’’MPhfM 

tie rw a n i i n at ipt Me' > PieM<S36-437. 


Elaatlan— 

Question by Mr. Humayun Kabir re- 
garding Ariel Bil — . Pages 234*388. 

Question by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaseamuddin Hosain regarding— 4o' 
District Boards. Pages 287*288. 

Europaan Wards of tna Calentta M idlaa t 

CaHoga Hoapitala— 

Question regarding number of patients,, 
etc., in the — . Pages 363*884. 

Exoaoa expandnura, 

Discussion on the demands for— . 
Pages 96*99. 

Presentation of demands for— by 

Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mboker- 
jee. Page 62. 

Exelae etilaar In ofiaris of a dlatrlal— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by Khan Bahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury. Pages 79*60. 

Emiaa aka pa 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ftig— by Kban Sahib Abdul Hamfd 
Cbowdbury. Pages 70*76. 

Fattura of awpa 

Questioa regardiag— in eertakl porta ef 
Chittagong by Mr. Nur MiamL 
Paget 8134117. 

Question by H^mn 'Kabaiiair A0Bt 
« dtTishm. '«P«iaB 238484. • 


VlMttKT 



<)iiMtion Kh a n dfthib 

gwBidl' Ohowdhttty. F«g0 85. 


Ftrguipii, Mr. R. W. N.— 

AnwadmeBi moved by— to cUuse 1(8) 
of the Bengal Criminal Law (Indua- 
trial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 
pages 243-344. 

PtnaiMi aMMHito— 

Presentation of — for 1940-41 by Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Page 62. 

PtoMI In Alolulla tlnton Board- 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by KJian Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Cbowdhury. Page 36. 

Flood Hi Bankura— 

Question regarding— by Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose. Pages 43-44. 

Flood In Babang thana, Mhbiaporo— 

Questjkm regarding — . Page 402. 

FoadMHffa— 

Question regarding rise in tiie price 
of—. Pages 163-166. 

Boorio, I.O.S.— 

Question regarding posting of Mr.— by 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Boy Chow- 
dhury. Page 19. 

Boddm Ourga— 

Question regarding immersion of — at 
Dinajpnr by Rai Sahib Jatindra 
Mohan Sen. Pages 315-316. 

Mooomniont Frooooo. OortaHi appolnt- 
monto m— 

Question regarding— by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Cbowdhury. Page 33. 

Qrlovanooo— 

Question by Mr. K. C. Boy Chow- 
dhnry regarding— of the employees * 
of Bengal Oovonunont Press. 
Phges S8S-Se9. 

CMHitl BiiMinlliiiiiit-^ 

' QnTftHd ' voBalsdbRg de oie iM i ’ on the— 
gnestiott. Pagoo dOB M 6 « ^ 



Request nsade by— tint one ^ hii 
odieagoes might be aBowed to rvla 
to the resolution relatiiig tSP hii 
department, as he uuuld have to bi 
unavoidably absent to-morrow, Pagi 
242. 

Nigh Oourt— 

« ' 

Question regarding suspension of busi* 
ness in the— during '^Jumah" 
prayers. Page 369. 

High Sohoolo. Midleal Inspootfon ol 

pupils of— 

Question regarding — . Pagei^ 29-30. 

Hosain, Khan Bahadur Balyod Muauaiif 

uddln— 

t 

Difficulty pointed out by — ^regarding 
discussion of the budget on tbe first 
day allotted ^r its discussion as 
there was no sufficient time given to 
members after the presentation oi 
tbe budget to go through the budget 
papers. Page 123. 

Motion moved by — ^that tbe diae n ssio n 
on the supplementary estimates be 
postponed as notice regarding tbe 
same was received only that morn- 
ing. Page 303. 

Observations by— on tbe point of 
information regarding tbe holding 
of a secret session of the Honse 
about the A. B. F. measuius a^pt- 
ed by Government for Calcutta and 
its suburbs. Page 299. 

Observations by— (m tbe adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr. K. (3. Roy 
Cbowdhury to discuss tbe snddms in- 
fiiation in the price of so/t coke or 
fuel for ccH^ung and the soaring prioea 
of foodstuffs and clothiiig. Pages 
298-299. 

Question by— Sugariing agriouHnral 
debt of Bengal. Pages 401-403. 

Question by— regarding akriat of 
Abdul Matin Chowdhuiy. Pagea 
820^. 

Qnestiott by— r^pordiBg ampeMdon ^ 
harittaM hi tha 'jptttliiB 

**Sfm»lk** praym. J^agt’SIB. 





gapp hoMtaw y qttsftkiM 1^'-^ 

^(OMtipii «C Mr. Ifur Alun^ M8*^* 
teg PoliQ 9 Fore* te 'Bttagni. PagM • 
14-16. 

Saiq^lomentary qneatton by-^regardteg 
the number of Land Mortgage Banka 
in Bengal. Page 369. 

Snilplementary qaeatim by>-regarding 
xiae in the price of foodatuffa. Page 
165. 

Supplementary queation by— regarding 
Cinchona factory. Page 82. 

KteMsin, Mr. Latefat— 

Obaeirationa by — on the adjonmment 
motion tabled by Mr. K. C. Boy 
Chowdhnry to ^aouaa the audden 
te^a tiop in the price of soft coke or 
fuel for cooking and the aoaring 
pricee of foodatuffa and clothing. 
Page 300. 

M aa a * B aawii i tiaa— 

Announcement of peraonnel of— by 
Mr. Preaident. Page 56. 



by— ite the dteenaakni lerNt* 
adiomnnMiite teit te a td Me. 'Inr 
Atenad, aigteg tho i nap aai iqa of 
the buateeaa of the Migli Oaaat ott 


erery Friday to give fadUtiaa to th* 
Mualim Utigaata and latryara to oay 
their <*Jumah** prayer*. Page M. 


Speech by— on toe motion to take tba 
Bengal Good Conduct Priaoner* 
Probational and Temporary Beleaae 
Bill, 1940, into oonaidiaratom. 
Pagea 834-336, 388. 

Statement made by— with regard to the 
adjonmment mo^on of Mr. K, K. 
Dutta regardii^B detention of Mr. 
Sarat Ch. Boae. Pagea 60-51. 


Statement made by — that ^e action 
taken by the District Magiatrate of 
Chittagong in pasaing an order for 
the evacuation of certain rillagea 
was actuated by coneiderations of 
safety arising out of the military 
situation in that area. Page 826. 

Statement by — ^th4^ the Bengal Publio 
Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1941, 
will be taken up as soon as poasiUe. 
Page 366. 


MtoMtek 6ivn Oeurt. Oertein aMMlnt- 

■Mils in>~- 

Question regarding— by Mr. BLhorshed 
Alam Chowdhury. Page 43. 

NeawMi Oletrlet diidg**a Oeurt*. Nuir 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — . Pages 43-44. 

Hteb the Hen*M* Mr. A. K. Failul— 

Assurance given by— that a compre- 
hensive Bill similar to the Bengal 
Council Powers and 
Privileges Bill of Mr. Bankim Chan- 
da Datta will be introduced by 
Government toemselvea without 
nyoMaUe dsday. Page 866. 

of toe amendments to the 
JBanial Motor Vehyeo Hulai, 1940, 
Peg* 96. 

qf Ifir. Ml. Ik. iffiMto on i|ia< ai(||oum> 

. met teotte||» i* l|a rdiwg i MM iUto et 
Jfr. Sagat itoL Beiai. > jP«M•l4^4B. * 


iiwreaa* In prio* et deny neea w n r iee 

Question and aupidementaiiea regard- 
ing — ^by Mr. Birendra KiahOTo Boy 
Cfaowdhnry. Pagas 74-76. 

inde-Buram immtentien A gr eama nt - 

Question regarding— by Mr. Nnr 

Ahmed. Page 818. 

Induetr l e* , 

Question by Mr. KTur Abmed regard- 
ing toe Bengal dail— Enquirj; Com- 
mittee. Page 90. 

Question by Khmi Bahadur Baiyed 
Muaaaamuddin Hosain regarding the 
present term of ofBoe, etc., of 'the 
Director of — . Pegee 237-9M. 

iMgeellen of pQpki of Mgh tohaelk 

l|i| iNUOftf****** 

Queetten reg ard ing — . «P*gae> 9949. 

dMI— < 

Qpmetien hy Mik’^inr A>teed» l i BMii*t l B 

« iBkto *fc^**^> 

mittoe* PaffalMk. v' 




dpH|iMi hf Ifr. Xridmft Olwiidn 
ipipW’illUiy MfpilWQK WMBOriAt nOIII 
'wW ‘ IpMvA*' '« Satffas]^ ia tl»— 

' mM. ^ ss», 

, (Oitoitliw mgAidiaf Balm Sjiaaker Nath 
8w, Diatriot Ibgiitrate, — , by Mr. 
AualytdboiM Bay. Pages 319-320. 

Qaesiioiui regarding Kalasar and 
. midaria ii^ certain parts of— by Mr. 

K. C. Boy Chowdhnty. Pages 30-31. 
Qaestien by Mr. K. C. Boy Chowdhury 
ngaiding aomber of Union Boards 
in the district of—. Page 289. 

« 

dMat Ubrary Oommlttea-— 

Nomination by Mr. President to the — . 
Pag^370. 

dima pravtr in tte High Court— 

Onestion Otad supplementaries regard- 
ing suspension of business during — 
by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muassam- 
uddin B[oBain. ^ages 83-8S. 

Juto Mill strike— 

QuestiSn regarding— in Budge Budge 
areas. Pages 367-368. 

JCoMr, Mr. Mumayun— 

Allotment of a day requested by — ^for 
diaensBing the statement of Mr. 
fShnohiB on India affairs whkih was 
* Ukaly to be made that day. Page 
387. 

Aitenl^im of Mr. President drawn by — 
^ the rery large number of questions 
eotstanding. Page 407. 

HiQeidty pointed out by— in taking op 
the general discussion of the budget 
^ n» sfOn after its presentation without 
> the bNMik of a lew days in between, 
as ttslMl. Page 106. 

' Bkiqmry by— regarding special sanction 
of iMdaKd to members when the 
t' CJettm is in aesnon. Page 106. 

Uemral discussion of ike budget by<— -* 
Pages 180-158. 

liodon marad hy—that the Bengal 
lixal Bell^kireniinkattt (Amendment) 
BiD^ t«ir, ha ttksA into eaaniifta. 
Jioiik ffl iA if f M i 'Chnii** 

mBtea.} Pages 38B441. 


^mwn r 

Qkeslion by w ge rdi n g e e itei etfa i ii* e< 
Mr. Xailaeh O hn ndm gears 

taiy, Madarqmr Xrishak Biela 
Samity. Pages 106-197. 

Question and supplementary 
hy— regarding Ariid BB neetimi. 
Pages 284-286. 

Bemarks by — that instead of moring 
an adjournment motion on the era- 
coation ordnr of the District lligia. 
trate of Chittagong if papmrs are ask- 
ed for as to what bad re^ happened 
which occaaioned that order, thm the 
necessity for moving the adjeum- 
ment motion would not arise. Pean 
825. 

Speech by— on the resdlatioB of 
Bahadur Saiyed Muaaaamnddin 
Hosain that industrial Arms be 
started by the Government with 
young men trained by the Industrial 
Department, necessary money being 
aecnted for the purpose by dotting 
shares with guaranteed dividend. 
Pages 266-268. 

Speech by— regarding welomne to 
Their Excellenoies General and 
Madame Cbiang Kai-Shek. Pages 
6647. 

Speech by-;<m the supplementary Oiti- 
mate for 1941-42. Pages 881-a86. 

Speech by— on tbe third reading of the 
Bengal Non-Agricnltural Tenaaey 
(Temporary Provision) ICvtMuttfig 
Bin, 1942. Page 374. 

Speech by— on the A. R. P. measitree 
for Bengal. Pagea 410-419. 

Speech I 9 — on Mr. Nnr Aluned’s 
Bengal Jnte RegnlatW (Amend- 
rneat) BiU, 1941. Pagea 861-86S. 

Supplementary question by-~regaiding 
malaria in Mymenaingb. Page 34. 

Supplementary questions by— on the 
qnestum of Rai Salnb .laitittdM'' 
Mohan Sen regarding immersion of 
imagss at Dinajpur. Page 19. 

t 

Supidemmitary qnestien ly-Hon the 
qu«t^ of Khan SiAib Abdul Md 
OMwdknry rignttbik Dtitridt ttsaid 
Odufeiehee* at 1%^ 
ing. Pk||B 26. 


Hmr, Mr. WiMiyii mwiwlit* >* 

flupplciiiMtary 4 «Mti«iu bjr— TCgftrdiag 
•ppointaMai of Mitind lUBoen (oa tlio 
fttMtiott of Shaa 6alii1) Abdul 
Hamid Chaddhary). Paiea 6-7. 

Sopplaatantary qnettiona bjr— on the 
qneation of Mr. Nnr Ahmed regard- 
ing Police Force in Bengal. Pages 
14-15. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
questiim of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaaaamuddin Hosain regarding 
re-emplcqrment of retired Deputy 
Magistrate and Deputy Collectors. 
Pages 10-11. 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
manufacture of paper from water- 
hyaoiath. Page 366. 

Supi^ementaiy question by— regarding 
jute mill strHie in Bodge Budge 
areas. Page 868i> 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
rise in price of commodities. Pages 
2S6-2S7. 

Supplementary question by — ^regarding 
the terms of office of the Directors of 
Agriculture and Industries. Pages 
237-239. 

fl 

KMaaar Md malaria in oartatai parts of 


Questions regarding— by Mr. K. C. 
Roy Chovdhury. Pages 30-31. 

Kalllwtl OIrsla. Aboittlon of- 

Questions and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Ohourdhury.' Page 4. 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 

' Chowdhury regarding abolition of— 

* wider IWngail subdirision in -Uie 
district of Mymensingjh. Page 89. 

Questiott by Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Ri^an regard ing failure of onqi 
iii-l-i, Hagsa SdB-884. 

Question by Omn Bahadur Ataunr 
itAtwiiiHiiw fugardiaig oultiratioii of 
augaroane in— » Pages 981406. * 


« 

> 

RkiPplHMf wWWs 'WW 

Motion moved hy>-4tor tahing 'thd 
Bengal Criminal Law 'tladnelMal 
Areas Amendment) ]M11, 1941, As]Vu* 
ported by the Seleet Committee hito 
consideration. Page 99. * 

Motion for third reeding of the Bragal 
Non-Agricultnral Tenancy (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) Extonding Bill, 
1942. Page 874. 

Observations fay-^nring diseossion of 
the Bengal Non-Agrioultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942. Page^304, 306, 806, 309. 

Programme of business laid down by— 
for the 10th March. Page 396. 

Remarks by— on Mr. dhmeywi 
Kabir’a request for a day to dis- 
cuss Mr. Churchill’s statement on 
Indian affairs likely to be issued 
that day. Page 897. * 

Replies given by— to the amendments 
to the Bengal Criiiinal Law (Indus- 
trial Areas Arnenmnent) Bill, 1941. 
Pages 244, 245, 247, 248, 249, 250. 

Motion moved by— that the ^Bengal 
Criminal Law (Industrial ' Areas 
Amendment) Bill, 1941, as settled in 
the Council, be passed. Page 260. 

Reply by— to the third reading of the 
above Bill. Page 263. 

Reply by— on the adjournment motion 
tabled by Mr. K. C. Boy Chowdhury 
to discuss the sudden inffation in the* 
price of soft coke or fuel for codung 
and the soaring prices of foodstuffs 
and clothing. Pages 296-296. 

Speech by— regerding welcome to Iheir 
Excellencies Ceneralissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek and Madame. Page (^. . 
Statement made by— during the Maeral 
discussion of the budget that he was 
taking down notes on behalf of the, 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in, his* 
absence (when the letter’i^heenoe 
was pointed out by Mr.*' wsnnfftl * 
Huq Chowdhury to 'the ' Chair). 
Pages 186, l60. 

Statemmit made by— npgarding aotlon 
taken on Mr. Kur Ahmad's xnsela- 
thm rei^rdiag numnal training 
dasses, tffiyiioal tndnfng, tUfai^ ale., 
in CknreraasMit l^ih Etididi SdMsk. 
Page 871. 





PikgM“34«8S.'' - 

tm» ti-— 

wdpi^i^vaiii^ qoestiaiu 
rc^iiiditii;— by Mr. Kur Abtned. 
Piigw 16-18. 


MMlaw, Mr. W. ■. 0.--- 

Speech by— on Mr. Sabir’s Bengal 
Local Self-Ck>vemment (Amendment) 

Bill, 1987. Page 343. 

■■■'>■■ 

Uml Martgaga ■wik^ 

Qneation regarding number of— in' 
Bengal. Page 309. 

LaMI I M dM Hi a CommlMlMi-^ 


Question regarding certain reoom- 
mmidations of the— by Mr. Nor 
Abmed. iages 314, 321, 362. 

Law wagea if laaonri ra 

Questbn and su^lementaries regard- 
ing — ^by Khan * Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaatamudditt Hosain. Pages 73. 
74. 

Malaria—* 

Question by Ifr. K. ‘ 0. Roy Chow- 
dhnry regarding — ^in Cbandibarpur 
tTAiin, district Jessore. Pages 289- 
290. 

Malarfa In Myrnmainili— 

pueetion and supplementaries regard- 
ing— hy Shan Bahadur Saiyed 
Mnaaaamuddin Hosain. Pages 82-84. 





Question.';; regariBMEMif 
'MasnnaiQm.:Maih;;;:QfM 

MWnapii. PMiim '. V 

..parUi..if— ' 

Question and supplemeatariM jniHed- 
ing— . Pages 4041. 


Myminsingh— 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury regarding abolitioh of 
Kalihati Cirde under TangMl uiib- 
division in the district of—. PMM 
89. 


Mymemlngli and Pahna dittrlotm 
Boundary bitwMn— 

Question regarding— hy Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Pagm 33- 
87. 


Memln, Begum H amWa 

Speech by— on the budget for 1942-48. 
Pages 113-115. 

Mookerlee, Mr. Naresh NalB— 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
Page 318. 

Mookerll, Dr. BadBa Ku m ud ■ 

Speech by— on the budget for 194248. 
Pages 106-113. 

Supplementary question by— regarcUng 
detenus and political prisoners. 
Page 180. 



watar- 


Moikirlei, thi Hon'Mt Df. ByaMa- 



regarding — . 


Pages 8664168. 


QaMihm V Srishna Chandra Boy 
Ohdir&niy regarding— from the 

# PPVia of Sankerpur in the Jessore 
; ^d&M^ Page 289. 


Bnfwired from the Benptl LegidatiTe • 
' 'Assemiily— . . 

.'(i)’ ’'Beini;id':'':'v .'."Ifgriqnitural Debtors 

; Bai, I949V 


Explanation given hf— for his absonce 
from the Couneil Camber while the 
budget discussion was going on. 
Page 187. 

Piesentatitm by— 

(1) Demands for excess eiqpendttvve 
in 1939-40. 

(2) Finance Accounts for 1940^. 

Page 63. ^ 

Preaentatiim ef sii$iphM<m<Mat 7 mtin/ 
mi^ for 19^-43. 

' ■ ■ Bey^ |)yrrto.:„.M» ■.diioniiiett';t^^^^^^^^ 

, ' . .smeiss - loir 

• Pig(ee 97dM . 





B«# mptixf lai 

Mx* Httnuurm Ksbir ragMdiBK 
$k»m» ei pM»i to lanaAvM 
vksA tliA CowkA is itt iMhioli* • 
105-106. 

by—to the general diecne^n of 
the hndget. Pegei 290*226. 


Bopfy by-*>4o the obieeti<m taken by 
yrh^ Bnbadtff Beiyed Mneceemaddin 
Borahi to Ae dtacnetion of the snp- 
jplementiry eetimatee on 3rd March 
lfM3i ae the membere got notiM of 
it only after coming to the Honse. 
' f 0^301*601. ^ 

^by--to Khan Bahadur Sabred 
lineiieamttd^ Hoeain’s reaolution 
regarding the redaction of the pay 
of all fntnra entrante to the Provin- 
cial SenrioeB to.|j^. 600. Pm(M 382- 
888. 


Be^ by— to the debate on the eup- 
plementary estimate for 1941-42. 
Paces 393«886. * 

#pee<dk made by — on the budget esti- 
mates for the year 1942-43. Pages 
66-62. 


Statement assSn hgr**>in connection 
erith the prapamme of business that 
it is ^ Excellency fdm fixes the 
dates on which the Council will 
meet and that a definite date for the 
diaonseion of the supplementary 
bndget would be fixed 1^ Urn on 
hi* yetun^ fn^ tour. Page 310. 

State^nts by— regarding the Mpply 
of edditiohid quantity of petrol to 
' mainben.«f the Ooun^. Pages 406- 
409. . 


MtgMwt Bman ftivii Tmps, piynMiw 



Qttiilioii figarditts ivigwd- 

/ jitm ithe i«iaevi|l of Pteeidast of 
Pagaa 406406. 


^ ^ 
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Begiidlng M ef ISe 

BMhiia JlMdbit idlvlliii 
Vmeroy^s BMMi» cmm. »)«« 
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Question reipuFding>-by Bassn 4Mnb 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhttiy. Pages 36- 


Qnestioa by— ragaidiag rnnl paMie 
health units. Ptgp 289. 

r 

Panel «f Wurtrasen 

Announcement of personnel of— by 
Mr. Presidept. Pegs 66. "a 


Petrat- 


Enquiry by Mr. Homayun XaUr re- 
garding special eanefeum of — ^to 
members when the Council is in 
session. Page 1P|^ 

Point of informatiim raised by Mr. 
Humaynn Kabir regarding additional 
supply of— to members of the Upper 
House. Page 406. 

Statement from the Chair regarding 

supply of additional quantity of— to 

members of the Council. Page 406. 

1 


Point of Informatleii— 


Raised by BCr. ffbr Ahmed regeiding 
Select Committee meetings lb eoBd- 
dsr the Bengal IPulito BfaaiUiiig 
(Amendment) B81. llll. Paga 866. 


Rmsed hy Sin Bijoy^Pragld fHagfit 
Roy miqniring as to the deaMnPVff 
the Governn^nt ^ Ida ti> 

bold a aaprat aeaaiM of the Bbusa to 
place before the A. R. P. aH i M i r q # ^ 
pdopted hy Qmn far Cblentt% iinA 
anhurba. Pagaa 291-293. ^ 


Raiead h# Mr. BauWnt CfiiendMi' DMta 
regarding the lute Aangat 

LegiBletiee Couaoil P4amiL.,«jMAs 
PrivSegee BiU, 1969, whhirwHBir 
reMaiad to a iSaleeC Odmdim. 
Pngei 866-3S6. 

MMf hy lif. Ml i4 Ihttli' 
y itA wAiAt Ibt IMI M 

P ‘ ilbL^' V 
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kj the Hon’ble Mr. Santoah 
kUmar JBami p^ rfu tieg ont that Sir 
,..li|<qr Praaad Siag^ not 

'irigkt ia refeninfi; to the Hon’ble Mr. ^ 
lhamatha Nath Baoerjee as a mem- 
Imt of the Fonrard Block. Paee 
272. 


Raised hy the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Faahil Hoq on the speech of Mr. 
K. K. JChitta on his adjournment 
motion regarding the detention of 
Mr. Sarat Ch. Bose. Pages 47*48. 

Raised by Khan Bahadur Naairuddin 
Ahmed that as the District Magis- 
trate of Chittagong ordered evacua- 
tion of some villages under the 
advice of the military authorities, the 
Bengal Government cannot he held 
responsible for that and so the 
adjournment motion is out of order. 
Page 326. 


Raised b| Mr. Amulyadhone Roy that 
rule 62 of the ^ngal Legislative 
Council Proctfure Rules had not 
been observed Iby the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim when he 
moved that the Bengal Non-Agrioul- 
tunal Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1942, be taken 
into consideration without giving the 
House time to put in amendments. 
Page 304. ^ 


Raised by Mr. Nur Ahmed that the 
motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Abdul Karim to take the Bengal 
* Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) Extending Bill, 
1942, into consideration was not in 
order inasmuch as copies of the Bill 
* in question had been supplied to the 
members only that day and not 
before 15 days as per rule 52 of the 
Council Proc^ure Rules. Page 304. 
Raised by — ^Mr. Nur Ahmed to the 
dfoet that when the leader of the 
^ Oiqiositioa was speaking on the 
budget nobody was taking notes on 
the Ckivemment benches in the 
absence of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister. Page 176. • 

Pnbit nf Prielinii 

Ratsed by Rai Sahib Jaiindra Mohan 


IKBen aa to whrther the pending qaes- 
tieoHl pi the last seaiioB woall be 
in this ssssien or not. 


.^a 

^ — ** 

Raised by Sir ^joy Prasad Siagh R^ 
demanding that Qovammaal idwuld 
inform Hie House ae regaida the 
details of the A. R. P. measunM 
adopted by them in regard to Cal- 
cutta and its suburbs. Psgsa SI0> 
241, 242. 

Pailoa Fofua in BanpA— 

Question and supplmnentaries regard- 
ing — by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 12- 
13. 


Postpansmont-— 

pf the discussion on supplementary 
CHtiinates for 1941-42 requested by 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muasaamuddin 
Uosain on the ground that notice for 
the same was received only that very 
morning. Page 303. 

PrsaMent, Mr.— 

Announcement by— of the peraonnel — 

(1) Panel of Chairmen. 

(2) Houae Committee. Page 56. 

Announcement and remarks by — with 
regard to three adjournment 
mot tons — 

(1) Regarding repressive policies of 
Govoniincnt towards Muslim 
Workers, otc., moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. 

(2) Regarding deterioration in the 
Internal Situation, c.g., disloca- 
tion of trade and daily commo- 
dities are scarce, moved hy Albadj 
Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad 
Jan. 

(3) Regarding detention of Mr. Sarat 
Ch. Bose in Triofainopoly Jail. 
Pages 44-48. 

Announcement by— of the dedsiou of 
Government to supply addiiionid 
quantity of petrol to membors of Ihe 
Council. Page 408. 

Announcement by— ffxiug 12 aeoB on 
Friday, the 6th March, 1942, as tbs 
last day for giving notice of ssaeml- 
meata to the elansea of the Battgal 
Non-Agriooltnral TenaOey (Tsm|io> 
my Peovisiam) BgtSBdhtg 
1942. Ihge SOB. 


Page 288. 




ctHi 

j d tm Atiimi|f^ ^ y )i^. })y-*--4;^eipunlijig ^ Hn ng ^ in 

thf tiiM of tiM fittittg of tJw Hottae 
oa and litHn dw next nttiag day, 
fiK»a 2-lS p.m. to 3-46 p.iii. Page 
124. 

Aanoanoeinent by— tbat the next item 
on the Order Paper, via., diacuxaion 
of Supidementary Estimates is 
postponed at the instance of tiie 
Leader of the House as the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister was unavoidably 
required elsewhere. Page 242. 
Concurrence expressed by— with the 
view of the Leader of the Opposition 
that Ministers in charge of the 
departments in respect of which com* 
ments are made by members should 
reidy to diem. Page 197. 

Consent given by— to the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca’s request 
to allow one of his colleagues 
to reply to the resolution concerning 
his department, as it would not be 
possible for him to be present in the 
House for some days. Page 242. 
Disposal by— of the Point of Privilege j 
raised by Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan 
Sen whether the pending questions 
of the last session would be answer- 
ed in this session or not, by asking 
him to write to the Secretary as to 
the iwsition. Page 268. 

Observations by— during discussion of 
the Excess Expenditure for 1939-40. 
Page 98. 

Observations by — during discussion of 
the adjournment motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed having as its object the sus- 
pension of the business of the High 
Court on every Friday to give faci- 
lities to die Muslim litigants and 
lawyers to say their “Jumah” 
prayers. Pages 91-96. 

Observation by—that the questioner 
shall have the first opportunity to 
pot supplementary questions. Page 
83. 

Ohaemtkm by— regarding bvnsive 
rapMes of Hbn’ble Ministers. Page 

n. 

OjttSpWilOTi that it lies with His 
'•|||iililMlaniiy the Qovemor a« to how 
^^'‘||u\«on]d trant a particular matter 
in his diaaietion or in Us 
gysifiiividiial iodananl. >agls S8M88. 


Mm ninmyif 

Observatiims hy— <m the difficulties 
pointed out by Mr. Humayon Kabir 
in taking up the general diaonsaion 
" of the budget so soon after its pn- 
sentation without the break of a few 
days in between, as usual. Agt 
106. 

Observations by— on the request made 
by Mr. Kader Bakrii tli^t his seat, 
may be changed from the back 
bench. Page 249. 

Observations by— on the difiksul^ ex- 
plained by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Moaaaamuddin Hosain regarding 
discussion of the budget on tbe first 
day allotted for its discu^ion as 
there was no sufiScient time ghren to 
members after the presentation of 
the budget. Pages 1^124. 

Observations by — on the point of order 
by Maulvi Abul Quasem regarding 
the desirability of ^ the Ministers 
remaining present during general 
discussion of the budget. Page 112. 

Observations by— on the point of 
order raised by Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee to the effect that 
on a general discussion of the 
budget members have every ris^t 
to criticise any part of the budget. 
Page 112. 

Observation by— that the Hon’ble ' 

Finance Minister had left the Cham- 
ber with the Chair’s permission and 
had made arrangemeq4s for points 
in the speeches to be taken down by 
' one of his colleagues. Page 176. * 

Observation by — ^that it was the nsuA 
and established convention that in a 
budget disoussbn wide latitude* is 
givMi to ventilate grievances on 
almost any matter that m^ he 
provided for in the budget estimates. 
Page 168. 

Observation by— that if t|be Hon’Ue 
Finance Minister (who had gems to 
Qovemment House oU urgmt wwtk 
with the Chair's permission) jltd uet 
come b^ wHhin five minniBS, he 
«onld be oUlged to stop all dtioae- 
siott that day: also, genarally tiikt 
the absence of other Bonide 
Mliiisteiu was unfair to Ihn Binsfe 
Papes 186, 187. . 


0 


' '' ' 



irittaimft bsr^-mn tito point of 
f: p&iimn^imi alwnt the holding of a 
I I; BOofet Msnon of the Honae regarding 
A. R. P. meaaurea adopted bf 
' jOorernnMnt for Oalontta and ita 
' anbarba. Pagea 291>293. 


Obaefration bjr— -that he could not 
allow ineoemeal amendmenta to a 
. . BUI b^ng moved aa the diaonaaion 

proceeda. Page 346. 

Obaervationa by— «n the objection 
taken by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Miiaeaamuddin Hoaain to the dia- 
cuaaion of tfie aupplementary eati- 
matea on 3rd March, 1942, aa the 
meinbm got notice of it only after 
cdlming to the Houae. Pagea 3D1- 
303. 


Obaervationa by — on the adjoumment 
raotioK tabled by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhory outlining the procedure 
which may followed (aa ia follow- 
ed in the Hfitiah Houae of Lorda) 
by a member who ia a supporter of 
the Ministry desiring to move a 
n)ption for adjournment of the 
House to diacnss a certain matter. 
Pagea 294-295. 

Observation by — that the sooiie of 
debate on a supplementary budget is 
very limited. Page 385. 

Observation by — (in connection with an 

* adjournment motion) that if the in- 
tention ia only to get information 
then in that case a motion for 

* adjournment ia not the right proce- 

* dure. The proper procedure was to 
give notice of a sho^notioe question. 

• Page 326. 

Nomination made by — ^to the Joint 

library Committee. Page 370. 

- 1 * 

• (R^aiy reference by — ^regarding 

^ ^ Kshf Hon'ble Sir Akbar 
Hj^ri, Member of the Viceroy’s 
Ibceeutire Pagea 1-2. 

Rental^ made by— on tbe point of 
order n MT. A. K. 

H apee^ of Mr. 

, " ^ IBitta witib regard to ^bia 

: X ; nmtiott regarding deten- 

iir. Bamt Ok Ikw. JNgaa . 



Remarka hy--~RMit notibe^^^ e^ 
ment wUl not entitle a 
make a apeeek on Hw adjOMiuiMnt 
motion b^ore it ia jdaoed for 
cuaaion by the House. Page 46. 

Ruling given by— tiiai Mr. Hhaiajhin 
Kabir’s motion regarding the Bengal 
Local Self-Government (Amemlment) 
Bill, 1937, was out of ord«r, in- 
aamnoh aa under rule 53 of 
Procedure Rules he neither adced for 
suapenaion thereof nor obtained the 
necessary permiaiaun to move his 
motion to take the piU into eon- 
aideration. Pages 340-341. 

Ruling by— on a point of order raised 
by Mr. Amulyadhone Roy that the. 
stage for putting forward amend- 
ments to ciausea of the BUI 
would come only after tbe motion 
for consideration was decided and for 
that purpose time would he given 
according to rule 12 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 
Page .304. 

Ruling by — that the publication of a 
Bill in the ’*CaIcutta Oaaetta” 16 
days ago diapenaea with the necessity 
of distributing copies of the Bill to 
the members. Page 304. 

Ruling by — that it was irregular for a 
member to make reference to a short- 
notice question in the House before 
ascertaining from ofSoe whether it 
was accepted as a short-notice ques- 
tion by the Qovernmont at aU. 
Page 293. 

Ruling given by— on Mr. K. K. 
Dtttta’s imint of information whether 
any member from the Bengal Legis- 
lative CoiincU has been taken <mu Hie 
Public Accounts Committee that 
the proper time for asking his ques- 
tion ia when the Hon’Ue Finanoe 
Biinister would present the Appro- 
priation Accounts. Paga 63. 

Statemont by — of the number of ^neo- 
tiona department hy depnrtinent 
pelting for rqUy from Beoettihm 
(1941) session, nud in the onrrent 
session. Page 407. 

Question by Mr. LaUt oibMiAcp jOns 
rogafdkg nse in— of eeiiia^^ 
Page/366^. 
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x' ih« 
puitlw 'tiiMtbti^lareB 
by S«bib Jstiadn 
Sen. P««M di4-^. 



d<»wn by tbe Hon’ble Khan 
jSsWor M. Abdul Karim for tbe 
loth March. Page 396. 

PrarafitKMi— 

Of the House anuounoed by Mr. 
President. Page 434. ^ 


PiiMlo AMOunts Couunittea— 

Point of information r^arding Hon’ble 
Finance Minister’s decision as to 
the — of the Upiwr House examining 
the audit report of the Auditor- 
General. Page 372. 

PuMio hMini— 


Question by Mr. BanajH Pal Cbow- 
dhury regarding improvement of the 
rural— units. Page 289. 


Qinrtera fer Sub-Reglstrara— 

Question regarding — by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Pages 70- 
71. 


Q ll M SW, MMItVl AbUl— 


Observations by — during discussion of 
the adjournment motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed, having as its object tbe sus- 
pmasion of tbe business of the High 
Court on every Friday to give facili- 
ties to the Muslim litigants and 
lawyers to say their “Jumah” 
prayers. Pages 95. 

^ulut id order raised jtiy— ^minting out 
the d|^piral^ty of the Icinisters 
Mha&ing pnDsent during genend die- 
the budget. Page 112. 


gnestions by— segard- 
l,rioe of daily 
Pities TMt, 

^nestioim %— xegaidiog 
of busiae(m^^^^^:^^^^^^d^ 

Jjjrsyer ' 'hi '■ the Hl||^ 'flntpfi.' 
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"Qwliilu 

; .Snpptmneiilary'' ^iiuMlion; ' 

^.re(»insseiidatioM:;'id:the::.l^^ ' 

nue Ceamissioh. Page 331. 

. ■ '7 <!■■'■ ■ 

^ Supidemehtaiy questiHU by— regstri^Dg 
arrest of Abdid liutitt Choww^^ 
Page 32L 

Speech by— on Qw Bengal Municipal 
(Amencbnmit) Bill/ 1941. Pages 8i^ 
360. = , 

QiMsttons peiMlIfit— 

Statement by Mr. President of the 
number of — since December, 1941, 
and in the curq^nt session. Page 
407. 


Rahmun, Khan Bahadur Atauirti 

Question by — regarding cultivalion of 
sugarcane in Kandi subdivision. 
Pages 235-236. 

Question by — regarding floo^in Slandi. 
Page 86. 

Question and snppl^entary question 
by — ^regarding failire of crop in 
Kandi subdivision. Pages 233-234. 

Question and supplementaries by — ^re- 
garding cinchona factory. Pafes SO- 
BS. 

Remarks by — ^regarding evasive replies 
of Hon’ble Ministers. Page 78. 


Resolution moved by — that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal should take steps, 
to reduce the administrative eiqiea^- 
ture by amalgamating the duties of • 
several officers moving about in t^ 
same area. Pages 276-277, 379*;-/ 

Speech by — on the motion fqn^^wMis^ 
deration of the Bengal NiuPAgrioui^ 
tural Tenancy (TempfSiy Piwl- 
sions) Extending Bill, l9ti, mured 
by the Hon’ble Bahs^ur M. 

Abdul Karim. Pages 307r308.» 

Speech by— on Mr. Himiayun Kab^s 
Beiqpd Local S^-Gorsrame^ ' 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987. Pigei 848^ 

^■344. 


« 
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questions - ly-^Hm 
of Bai Balmdsr M a n i e si Hi a- 

oveps in ewtain piurte pi M id«npe*e» 

^pplethSBtsay/ : 

; ijing. . ".''HriBb'' ■'el'"''' 

Court. 






^Mbiaoiu by-~«a the 
eiSon df Mr. Kiir iUime<| regard- 
J^oe F<Hrce in B^al. Pagee 

^qg/|deili«itary qaeatioBs by'~w the 
question of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaiaaniuddin Hosain regarding re> 


employment of retired Deputy Magis- 
, tiutes an^ Deputy Collectors. Pages 
9-10. 



Question and 'wip|iMnia^^ 
inft— by Khan Bahadtm 
Chovdbury. Pages 5-7. ; 


Raiyatl lantfa- 

Question regarding sale of--4iy IDhU^ 
Bahadur Saiyed Mnaasainudld^ 
Hosain. Page 

RevislonBi Settlemant in fBr W g i i r 


Supplementary question by— regarding 
rise in price of commodities. Page 

566. 

Supplementary quSlition by — ^regarding 
low wages of labourers. Page 74. 


Question regarding — ^by Khan SaUb 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Figce 
56 . 

RiM m priM of oommedltioo— 


RMOlutUn <ollloiBl)— 

Regarding welcome to Their Excellen- 
cies Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek 
and M^ame Chiang Kai-Shek. 
Pages 66-69. 

Resolutions (non-o^al)— 

Moved by Khan Bahadur Ataur Rah- 
man that the Government of Bengal 
shotid take steps to reduce the 
administrative expenditure by 
amalgamating the duties of several 
officers moving about in the same 
• area for different works. Pages 276- 
279. 

* Resumption of discussion on Khan 
^ Bahadur Muazzamuddin Hosain’s — 
regarding the reduction of the pay 
of all future mitrants to the Bengal 

, Provincial Services to Rs. 600 per 
mensem (withdrawn) . Pages 3%- 
333. 

Moyed by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Munmsamuddin Hosain that indus- 
trial ffnns be started by the Govem- 
. ment wiQi young men trained by the 
^ Indastrihl Department, necessary 
noBoy being secured for the puipose 
^ floa^hg shares with guaranteed 
dividend (n^atived). Pages 269- 

m. 

Mbved by Hr. Amulyadhone Roy that 
the Q^emmpiit of Bengal do inime- 
ilBate^ tidce all poMdhle steins to 
,,;aeewiw • ’#e ■ 'ndmise’ ■ qf.'--, Ifr* . Sjuwt 
^£ffiandiw-B(Me' BOW ' 

" Cewtrd' ' "dhB' - (no#' 


Question by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
regarding — . Pages 265-268. 

Ross, Mr. lit B.-*^ 

General discussion of the budget by—. 
Pages 147-160. 

Observations by — on the adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhury to discuss the sudden 
inflation in the price of soft coke or 
fuel for cooking and the soaring 
prices of foodstuffs and dothing. 
Pages 296, 298-299. 

Speech by — on the resolution of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muassamuddin 
Hosain that industrial firms be 
started by the Government with 
young men trained by the Industi^ 
Department, necessary money being 
secured for the purpose by floatittg 
shares with guaranteed dividend. 
Page 268. 

Bjieecfa by— on the A. R. P. measiuws 
for Bengal. Page 423. 

8|)eech by— on the Thurd Besd^ of 
the Bengal Criminal Law (Indostrial 
Areas ’Amendment) BiH, IMl. 
Pages 261-262. 

Speech by— regarding welocmw to 
Excellencies General and Madbunir 
Ohiattg KaiBhek. Pi^ 99V 

Speech by— on tlm resolution of Mtr 
Amulyai^ne Voy that tlw OovoB^ 
roen| of Bmq^ do itumodiatelyVh^ 

all poMible s^ps to seeiiiwv ^ 

release' of Mr. Sarat' 

Bow in detmition hi tii frakbiep#: 
Contral Pagis ^ 






vr.iy..^ 




. CMwrid of tho In^lCefc lif>— • 

gapiaemonti^ qnMtj<m ly;— rogwding 
fotient* in tbe European Wards of 
i^e Calcutta Medioal Ooltese 
Hosintals. Pages 86SSS64. 

Sup^emratary question by—on the 
qnestidSi of Khan Sahib Abdul 
Hamid Chowdhury regarding rural 
water-supply programme. Pages 28- 
29. 

HupplMnentary question by — regarding 
rise in the price v of foodstuffs. 
Page 165. 

Roy, Mri Aimily«llion»— 

General discussion , cff the budget by—. 
Pages 181-184. 

Point of order raised by — ^that rule 62 
of' the Bengal Legislatire Council 
Procedure Rules had not been 
observed by the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur M.'' Abdul Karim* when ^ he 
moved that the Pengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1942, be taken 
into consideration without giving the 
House time to put in amendments. 
Page 304. 

Point of order raised by— that sub- 
rule (i?) of Role 49 of tbe Bengal 
Legislative Counqil Procedure Rules 
(relating to the period of notice of 
a motion) bad not been observed by 
tile Hbn’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim when he began to introduce 
the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942. Page 303. 

Question by— regarding Babu banker 
Nath Sen, District Magistrate, 
iJ^assore. Page 319. 

Quest^ by-T-regi^rding comidaints 
against the conduct of the Dietriet 
Maipstrate of Jessore. Pages 366- 

- 3^. It!, : V . ■ . . ' -V 

Rseolv^m me^ Kji^tiwt tiie GoTcrii* 

. . nient o^ Bengal do immediately ttice 
steps tb s^0n*n tile 
'ntieaae, .of /Mr> 8arat..Chaa|lra. Bose 
- m BriietttioB ih the IVitiitiui^ply 
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jG«Mral dtsemasmin of the boljset by^ 
PagBs 18»-m 
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Question rega^ng— . Page 360-i360. 

Ray ClioNNniuiy, Mr. R ir sg gni K t R i a ra 

General discussion of the budget by—. 
Pages 143-147. , 


Roy Chowdliiiry, Mik Kritlma OliMMhra— 

General discussion of the budget by—. 

' Pages 168-161. » 

0 

Question by— regarding memorial from 
tbe people of Sankerpur in Jessore 
district. Page 239. 

Question by — regarding cHiumber and 
names of Union Boards in Jessore 
district. Page 2^. 

Question by — ^regbrding jute mill 
strike in the Budge Budge areas. 
Pages 367-368. 

Question by — ^regarding maSiaria in 
Chandibarpur Union, district of 
Jessore. Pages 289-290. 

Question by — regarding work sircars/ 
Page 44. 

Questions by— r^arding kala-aaar and 
malaria in certain parts of Jessore. 
Pages 3(b31. • 

Question by— regarding posting of Ifr. 
George, I.C.S. Page 19. 

Question by— re^rding omrtpp appoibt- 

' ments tha Governm^ Presses. : 
Page 23. , 

Question and supplpie^ry qui^iom 
by— JUgard^ .> "j^vanoei the 

«mp|cyees of the Benga), Goveniment 
Press. Page 288. . «<' , V' . 

^leeob ll6^-on tiie «xmbs eiqMmditQre 
fixr tilie year 1889-^. Page 97. 

, Speech ' the m<|^ for ootUii- 

d«rati<m cff tim Bengal Non-Aiyhmi- 
tnral Tenmiey^^^^^ Ibf«ri-> 

sums) Ebkmdii^ 1^, 1942,^^^^^ m 
by tiw Kha^ BalUKiibtit 

Paga ;3S7. ^ 

. -'Speeill^,': bf^hy.tib.- A. 

'for; :Beii||^'^:v 



and sopiiffliiieBiMriM i«cud- 


4|iwifcll ^liagiHidiag distoewl in tiie— by 
: BA Bahadur Manmatiia Nath Bose. 
Pages %i3-324. 


ttle t«i. IMillMtIon of^ 

/JuMtion |8guding— by Mr. Nur 
Atoed, Page 24. 


Question by Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy 
Cbowdhury regaling memorial from 
the people of— in Jessore district. 
Page 239. 

s 

Sanyali Mr. Saohlmlra Narayan— 

General discussion of the budget by — . 
Pages 135-136. 

Barker, Mr. Vcallash Chandra— 

Question regard^g conviction *of — , 
Secretary, Ma&ripur Krishak Proju 
Samity. Pages *196-197. 

School bulldinga— 

Question and supplenientaries regarding * 
repairs to — by Khan Sahib Abdul 
Hamid Chowdhury. Pages 69-70. 

« 

Secret session— 

J*uint of information raised by Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy enquiring . 
• what decision Government had 
arrived at with regard to his pro- 
posal to hold a — of' the House to 
■place before it the A. R. P. measures 
•adopted by Government for Calcutta 
and its suburbs. Pages 291-293. 

SeeuriQr Priseners— 

Qaestien reguding the total number of 
|he Defence of Indua Act by 
- Mr. Lalit Chandra Bas. Pages 321- 
r m 

tan, RM tehib dsthidit M o han ^ 

Point of ’ pftvflege ^ raised by^— as to * 
wheldimr the pendin g gueetione of the 
Iasi session woidd l« answered in 
; this sessum. Page , 288, 

' Q^tton by— rnpiniiag to e^ 

• ^ipiagee ol Qoddees Bnsi^ at iBnaj- 
■;:pnr. .Pages. ^ 



' ' 'Qiiestkm by' ' 

the question cl prbosimto 
music in pnhlie thotoi^fiueB hi 
Dinajpnr. Pages 814<315. 

Question by— regarding the date of 
joining, etc., of Mr. V. N. Rajah, 
I.C.S., as the District Maipstrate of 
Dinajpur. Page 964. 

•i* . 

Question by — regarding Bai Bahadur 
Purneudu Roy Deb Barma Estate. 
Pages 359-360. 

Question and supplementaries by— re- 
garding immersion of images at ^ 
Dinajpur. Pages 17-19. 

Supplementary questions by — on the ’ 

' question of Rai Bahadur Manmatha 

* Nath Bose. ■ Ps^e !l7. 

Supplementary question by — ^regarding 
the Dacca riot , of September and 
October, 1941. Page 128. » *= 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
rise ^ price of oommodities. Pages 

*266-257. 

Slttbig of tho Houso— 

Announcement mode by Mr. President 
regarding change in* the time of the 
sittjpg of i^e Houso on and from the 
next sitting day, from 2-15 p.m. to 
2-45 p.m. Page 124. 

Sinha, Raja Bohafllur Rhupondni Mara* 

yan, of Nashlpur— 

Question by— I’egarding number of 
irertKins killed or injured, etc., 
during the Dacca riot in September 
and October, 1941. Page 127. 

Question by— regarding A. C. and 
D. C. systems of ;^«ctrioity in Csl- 
cutta. Pages 71-73. 

■V 

sinha, NaiHlalal— « 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing security prisoner-. Pages 16- 
17. 

Sbigh Roy.^Sir RUMr Praaad- 

Observations by— on the adjourhaioat 
motion tabled 1^ Hr. K. C. Boy 
Chowdhury to disenaa the anddoh 

.inflation in the price of soft .coke or 
fuel for oooidiig and tiho coai^ 
prifiha of foodstuffs smd 

• Pagec 29S, 297, 288. 



li sKcnild infdrm 

of, «tbe 

At E. P, wn^unma litdoptod Ity tlwm 
M jfw atibiMt M Oalontta and its 
•tttknrbs we ooncenied. Pages 240> 
Stt. 




Peiitt ^Bformatipn raised by^-enqnir- 
ing as t 9 vhat decision OoTemmen^, 
lutd adopted *iritli regard to his 
proposal tor hold a secret session of '* 
the Honsa to place before it the 
' A..R. P. measures adopted by Qov> 
emment for Oalcqtte and its 
suburbs. Pages 291<29S. 


Speech by — on the resolution of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muassamuddin * 
Uosain that industrial firms be 
started by the Ooremment with 
young men trained by the Industrial 
Department, necessary money being 
secured for the purpose by floating* 
shares with guaranteed dividend. 
Pages 271-273. 

f ( 

Speech by — regarding welcome to Their 
Excellencies General and Madame 
Cbiang E[ai-Sbek. Page 69. 


Speech and (draeirations by — on the 
motion for consideration of the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942, moved by the Hob’ble 
Khan Bal^ur If. Abdul Karim. 
Pages 305-306, 807, 308. 

Sufqderaentary questions by— regarding 
cultivation of sugarcane in Elandi 
snbdivision. Pages 236-237. 

Supplementaiy questions by— on the 
question of Bai Sahib Jatindra 
Median Sen regarding immersion of 
images at Dinajpur. Page 18. 

Sui^ementary question hy — ^regarding 
arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
PW(« 819. 


Question by Khan* Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman regarding oultivation of-«in 
. KAtidi subdivision. Pages 236»83A 


_ ElMiincK ol*^. iPages S7B-SM. 

, **Motiosi moved 1^^ ifto Deader of 'Oppo- 
’sition that tiie discussion of tim— be 
r 'postponed as the notice relati^'^ to 
the same mas recced otdy|rtiin^ 
morning. Piigh 808. ^ 

Objection taken* to the discussion of 
tber-on Svd . March, 1942, by 
Khan Bahadur Sidyed Muasyamuddin 
Hosain oi| account of*' very short-’ 
notice. Pages 301, 302, 303. 

Piesentation of — ^by the Hon’ble Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Pages 86- 
87. 

< * 

• Tanfitr Khal— 

Question and supplementaries segarding 
-of Tangail by Khan Sahib Abdul 
Uamid Ohowdhury. Pages 86-86. 

Test relief work— 

. 0 

Question regarding — in the Bhati area 
of Myinonsingh by Khan Bahadur 
Saiyod MuaKsamuddin Husain.' 
Pages .317-318. * 

rTime-llmit— 

» Fixation of a — of 20 minutes ^or each 
speaker made by Mr. President 

•“ during the budget discussion under 
* rule I.') of the Governor’s Rules. . 
Page 131. 

Water4iyaeiiitb-^ . 

Question regarding manufacture of 

paper from — . Pages 366-366. 

» 

Wntor-sundy programme. Rural—* 

Question and supplementaries regaftt- 
ing — . Pages S^29. . 

e 

lAff mflAAMaJU 

W vl09IM 

t 

Resdlotion regarding— to Their ^ Bx- 
cOUeneies Cenendissimo Cbiang' Kai- 
Shek and Madame Cbiang Kai-Shek.* 
Pages 68-69i; , 

Werit tlroap- 

. * Question regarding— Mr. K. C. , Roy 
Chowdhury. |^0ge 44. 


R. O. Pi em iKMA'd i 8U8A- 789. 





